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HONOURABLE 

Houfe of Commons aflfembled 

in P.JRLIAMENT^ 

N obediencetoyourGom- 
mandsj 1 here humbly pre- 
fenc [O your view what you 
were pleated with patience 
and readinefle of affection 
lately to attend unto- I 
confidered, that though the C ho ice nefle of 
the Auditory might require the exaftcft 
preparation ; yet both the condition of the 
Times , and the nature of the Duty did call 
upon us to lay afide our Ornaments. And 
therefore I fpakc. with fuch plairmefle, as 
might commend the matter delivered ra- 
ther to the CenjcuncecSz Penitent, then to 
the fancy of a delicate hearer. The King ot 
Nmeveh was a King as well in his Sack- 

A 3 cloth, 
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The Eptflte. V 
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cloth, as in kis Robes : And the truth of 
God is indeed fuller of Majefty when it is 
naked, then when adorned whh thedreffe 
of any humane contribution, which ma- 
ny times takes from it, but never addes any 
value unto it. 

I looked upon you in your double Re- 
lation, both Common as Chriftians, and fpe- 
cialt, as men intruded with the managing 
of thole arduous and moft prtffing diffi- 
culties under which this diftempered Ring- 
dome is now groaning. 

And for the cjuickning ofthofe endevours 
which belong to you in both chole Rela- 
tions, I prcfented you both with the bottome 
of a Nations unba^pmejje^ which is fin ; and 
with the top of their felicity, which is Gods 
free grace and favour : That by your ferious 
cares to purge out the one, and to procure 
the other, you might, by Gods blemng on 
your Confultations, dilpell that black tem- 
pcft which hangs over this Kingdome, and 
reduce the face of things unto calmnefte 
and ferenity again, 

When the Children ftruglcd together in 
■ the womb of Reh{ab 7 fiiee was thereupon 
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inquifitivc, If it be/ojvbyam I thus ? and fhe 
addrefledher felfto God lor a refolution., 
Surely this Nation is become like the voomb vf 
Re{/e{ab y the children thereof rtrugling in 
their mothers belly togeth errand when God 
hath mercifully freed us from forain Ene- 
mies, Brethren are become enemies tobrethren^ 
and by their enmities likely to tear and tor- 
ment the bowels of their mother, and to 
mine thcmfelvcs. 

And what have wee now to do, but to 
inquire the iau/eof thefe fed commotions, 
Whyarevcethm^ And furdy the Cau/e is chief- 
ly where the Dtfeafe is, within $ur felres. We 
have been like the womb of RebekabjL barren 
Nation^not bringi ng forth fruits of to many 
mercies as God had filled us withall. So that 
now it is no wonder, it God caufc us to be 
in pam within our own bowels, and to feel 
the throwes and ftruglings of a Travelling 
awnM*,rcady to bring forth her own Confu- 
fion , a Benani^ or an [chatted, a Con of Sorrow^ 
and of Shame, to this hitherto fb peaceable 
and floitrffhinga King lome. 

.All that we can com fort our icives with in 
thefe pangs and qualms ofdiftemperiSjthat 

there 



Hof.13.lj. 
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fhe Bptftie. — . 

there are fbme Jacobs amongft us,who in- 
ftead of fupplanting their brethren, will 
wreflle, and have fewer with God* The people 
have often Petitioned, fbmetimes his /acted 
fflajejly^ fometimes this Honourable Houfe, 
which are His great CounceJ^many overtures) 
and endeavour of Accommodation have been 
tendered, and yet we cry out in our pangs, and 
have, as it were, brought forth mnd,ne it her have 
fte wrought any deliverance in the earth '. 

I have here therefore prcfented a new Pe~ 
m/o»,di&ated and drawn up to our h anus by 
Gousown Spirit,unto which both KVj^and 
Pat 'Lament , Veers and Prophets and P to fie, 
muft all fubferibe^and offer i; with pro ft rate 
and penitent hearts onto him vch>> (lands in the 
Congregation of the mighty, andjudgetb amongB 
the gods,&at he would take away all our tntqw. 
ty, and receive us into favour again, and ac- 
cept of a Covenant of new obedirnce. 

And this Petition God is pleafed to anti- 
cipate with an anfwer of grace in the con (e- 
quent patts of the Chapter whence the Text 
is taken y and that particularly to every 
branch of the Petition. He will take away ini- 
quity* His Anger {hall not punifh, His Love 

(hall 
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fliall heal our bac^-jttdtngs, the greatnes of our i 
fins fball not hinder the freenes of his Grace, 
He Tetli do mgood) and gi ve us life, by the dew of 
his gracerevivingus : and Glory clothingus 
like the LiBy of the fieldywith the beauty of bo- 
lists; and (lability } fixing us by his grace, as the 
Cedars of Libanon are faltned upon their 
Ttyots : and growth or enlargement as the bran- 
ches fyread forth themfelves y and continuall 
vigor andyUnticfS the Olive tree y which is al- 
wayes green and fruitful } and glorious comforts 
by the fwcct favour of the knowledge of God 7 
which like the Spice trees of Ltbanon fhall dif- 
fuie a fpirituall peifume upon the names, and 
into the conferences of penitent converts. 

He will prevent us with the bleflings of 
Safety , as well as oiSanblttte and Comfort we 
Hull under bis fbadow fad {helter and protecti- 
on from all our fears , Though like Cora } \\c be 
harrowed under the Clods, though like a lop- 
ped vine we f«m naked, and reduced to low- 
ne/Te, though like cruflied^r^w we lie under 
heavy prefTures: yet he will receive,& enlarge, 
and comfort us again f and when wc are in our 
own eyes as (atberteffe children,He wilHct his 
eyes upon us as a Tutor and Guardian, He will 

a bear 


t Cor, t, 
14. 
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bear 4ndebjsrme, and anfwcr, and pity us, ena- 
bling us to make good ourCovenanc by his 
grace,and caufing thc/r/w»of his loving kind- 
nefletobe/o«W »^o»w.ThusGod is plea fed to 
borrow the various perfections of other 
things to adumbrate the united and cumula- 
ted mercies which he promifcth unto a Con- 
certing and petitioning people. 

You have the Petition fent you From God, 
and his Jnfwer preventing you in all the mem- 
bers of it with the biefmgs of goodnejp. I have 
nothing elfe todo,bur to beg of you,and ©fall 
this great people whom you reprefent, the 
Subjcriptton of your hearts and lives unto this 
Petition : And to beg of God that he would 
gracioufly incline the hearts of this whole 
Kingdome, rather to wraftle with him for a 
£&jfi»£,thcn to ftruggle and conflict amongft 
themielves /or a Curfe* With which prayer I 
humbly conclude.Commending your perfbns 
and your weighty affairs to his grace; and reft A 

Tour mofi bumbh Servant in O^'ft, 

From my Stu- 

fl y o*A r 4S ED.REYNOLDES. 

the 8. j tfjji. 
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To the Reader* 

Hrifiian Reader, Undcrflanding that my Ser' 
mon> which was preached three yeers fincc 
before the Honorable Houfeof Commons^on 
the day of their foleirme Humiliation, was to 
be reprinted: I thought fit topcrufe, tran- 
fcribe 3 and inlarge fix other Sermons, in 
which I had, at mine own charge in the Countrey,on the 
enfuing Fad dayes, briefly explained and applied that 
whole Chapter, ( a portion oncly whereof wash* the hrft 
handled,) and to fend them forth together with it,unto the 
publick. Which I was the rather induced to do for thefe 
twoReafons. I, Bccaufc it hath pleafcd God in his righte- 
ous and holy providence to make mc, by a long infirmitie, , 
unfcrviceablc to his Church in the principall work of the 
Miniftery, the preaching of the Gol pel CwKich is no fmall 
grief unto me.) So that there remained no other means 
whereby my life might, in regard of my function, be ufefull 
to the Church, and comfortable to my fclf, then by invert- 
ing the words of the Pi al mill, and as he midc Hit Totigxc tbt l , f»l'4f. , « 
pen of a ready writtr^Co to make my pen the Tongue of wi 
unready fpeaker* 2. I confidcrcd the feafonableneflc and I 
futcablcnefleof thefe Meditations unto the condition of 
the fiid and difconfolate times wherein wc live, very like 
thofe which our Prophet thrcatned the ten Tribes withall 
throughout this whole Prophecies unto which this la ll 
Chapter is a kind of nfe and a mofk JoUmtr cxbcrtatior^^rcKm^ 
upon all wife and prudent men (uch duties of Humiliation 
and Reptntanct,** might tarn threats into promifes, and 
recover again the mercies which by their iins they had for- ; 

Ifeited and forfaken. Which being rciiorcd unto them ac- s 
cording to their Petition, they are here iikewife further in* 
a 2 Knitted 




Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



T 0 the Reader* 



ftruftedin what manner to return unto God the praifis due 
to his great Name. And thefe two dut ies of Hum'utation^wd 
Thanksgiving are the molt folemne duties which in thefc 
times of Judgement s and Mercies fo yarioufly interwoven 
together the Lord doth fo frequently call us unto. 

Places of Scripture I have for brevitic fake, for the moft 
part^onely quoted and referred thee unto^ without tran* 
i'cribing all the words, and have ufually put many paralell 
places together, becaufc by that means they do noc onely 
ttrengthen the doflrine w hereunto chey belongs but mutu* 
ally give light unto one another* 

The Lord make us all in this our day fo wife and prudent^ 
as tounderftand the righteoUf wa)es ot our God towards us: 
That we may not fiumble at them, but wdkjin them> and be 
taught by them to wait nf on him in the way of bw judgements; 
and to fx the defiresofour foul upon his Name aS our great 
refuge, and upon his RigbtconfiieJJc as our great bnfinejfe till 
he fhall be plea fed by the dew of his grace f to Revive w m 
the Cornet o make us grow m the Vine^ and to let the fent of all 
his Ordinances be over all ourLandjas the fmeU and as the 
mne of Lebanon* 

It will be an abundant return unto my poore and weak 
endeavours, if I may have that roomc in thy prayers which 
the Apoftle F^/f/defired to have in the prayers of the Ephe- 
i^n^Thai utterance may be given nnto me that I may open my 
mouth boldly to preach the my fiery of the Gafiel. 

The Lordfanftifie all the wayesof his Providence to- 
wards us, that when we are chaflenedyVJC may betaught^^nd 
may be greater gainers by the voiee of his Rod> thea we are 
fufferers by the jfope/* 



the 
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Sermon I. 

Se£t I* W' * Phraims bleffmgs and judgements mfwerahle 
E-4 to bis name* 2. When judgemmt purpefid a* 
gain fl obflinate finners^mercy proclaimed to pent- 
t mt - 3 * rv good Mid bad are alike involve d 
in om ward judgements* Judgements make m difference but of 
penii ent and impenitent. Ptnitent fianers in all kvids of trouble^ 
have a refuge to fime promt ft or other. 4. Cmverfxon ma ft be 
not mecrly Philofopbical/^ or Politically but Spiritually and that 
full and con flint. 5 - Motives ttnto converfi:>n y mercy and judge- 
ment) especially interwoven* 6, G eat preparation due in cur 
address untoG jd* Tbcrulc) matter^ principle^ and power of 
Prayer* How firme if taken aw y. 7. When God tbreatneth 
judgement ive mufi pray tgahifl finnes. 8. Judgements may 
be removed in anger* K:pentance maker tffliBions pmthusy & 
finne doth corrupt b!tj]ingf m 9. N,> afflitJion comes in anger y 
but with nftxi to finne* iO, One fin generally unrepented of, 
may undo a Kingdom* : we mufi pr ay n^abi flail, and die unto ail* 
1 1 • Senfe of finne* The wrath of Gad btpnd-the feans of man* 
1 1 j Confcft m of fin full andfi*ee*Qnr weahjejje can commit frn 2 
none bat Gods power can remove it* 1 3. What G,d worketh i n 
wjie alf rtqniretb of J*fi Sin ptofi dangerous ui great nu H> t \ 
tbimfelves andtbe publickc- 1 4- Hw iniquity is to betaken 
out of tbeLmd. 1 5. Gtd thi author of good*, the or defer of e~ 
viU* 16. Front eonqerfim to ftlvatian free grace wjrketb? 
1 7. No wjrl^e truly gond^ kastf M denied from God* 1 Patient e 
in paring evilly in doing d;tty. Humility the compaction of 
gra^priaeofemptiueffe* Cmtinuxll depetidtme on Gjd*. Fi- , 
delity infervicts* The mifisy of dtvifiour. 19. In temporal 
judgemmts pray for f^r it mil mercies * No helps can avail us ** 
m ^ ^ J 3 _ "ihifl 
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gain ft Cods anger } but hit grac?. 20, Carmail frjytrj fr&vs\t 
Gad, when menmah^reliffmfervt fxms. Titty tht fomdatim 
of projperity. 2 1 . Judgements are then truly fa?Sifitd y when 
thy maki wt more in love with grace. Prayer the more heavenly > 
the more prevalent. 

Sermon II* 

Sett. i.O Piritna! ends ofLegaUCercmmies mi Sacrifices*?^ 
O return nothing toGod but wards for mercies* 2, A re- 
nouncing carnal! confidence intheAJjyrian^Horfisyldols.How tht 
Church an Orphan* 3 Penitents not only fray $ hut covenant* Cir- 
cumcifton a Covenant* Circumcifed in uncircumcifion. Gentiles 
converted are called Jem: Jews unconverted) Gent i ! es t B apt i fine 
how the anfwer §f aqpod confiience* The Covenant perpitualL 
^Godbindcth himftlfto ttf bypromife^hy oath- we are his by his fi- 
ver aigne inter eft y and our own voluntary confent* 5- Fich^eneffe 
oft he heart in duty 3 and fiuggljbnejje to it* 6. Duties in com- 
bination ftrongefl* 7. Enemies combine* Military oathesMow 
Truth a Girdtey dMnnally^ morally. 8. tVici\ed men 9 li^e 
Witches, in covenant with the jDevHU doing fervice for wages, 
Prayer vain without obedience- G jds covenant to ttf^ ours to 
him* 1 o. The mater i all caufe of a covenant^ our perfons^ 'our 
ftrvicef} in matters ofnecejfity. Expediency praife* 1 1, The for- 
matt and efficient caufe. Knowledge, wiUtngnefie, power of pro- 
mifi and performance. I 2. J} anger of covenanting in the darh^ 
onely, and \^*0n the Katk^ I 4. When r?e promt fe duty y we 
mttfi pray fir grace. The final! caufe. 15. The faljinejfe and 
perfidioujhcjfe of the hearty how it is unfiahh as waters* 1 6.Gjds 
faithfulnejje and mercies : our B apt ifint, Faith, Spirits 9 fhpei 9 
are all obligations to Fidelity^ 
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Sermon 1 1 L 

Se&. Artifices Prof uiatery and EucbarifiicalL 2. Trai- 
ijfei the matter ofaCovenantj a Staph commodity for 
commerce with heaven 3- P^aifes the fruits of repentance. 
4. An Argument in prayer. GodforcethhU glory out of wicked 
men> but u glorified aSively by the godly* 5 . A principle of o- 
bedience: difference between the obedient of fear and of love. 
, 6. An lnfirument of glory to Gjd, Ptaifis of the heart and of 
the lips. Communion of finnersfinmmunion of Saints. 7. Con* 
verts report Gods mercies to others* No true praifis wittr- 
out Piety. Shines apainfi mercy fioneft ripe* 8> The more 
greedy the leffe tkankfutL Gods grcatnejje matter of praifi. 
Things firongefi when neerefi their original- Other creatures gui- 
ded by an externally Reafinable by an internall knowledge* 
9. Gjds goodmffi matter ofpraife. Knowledge of G)d notionall 
and experitnortaU* Prale the language of beavm, Sacrifices 
were Gjds own* Lore of Communion above [elf-love. IO* We 
are wide to receive^ narrow to acknowledge* The benefit ofpraifes 
U onrown* 11. Wherein the duties of fra 'rfing Gjd fiand. 
12. Repent ancz car e full of obedience- 13. This care wrought 
by gody firrow, Prtfent fcv.fe. Hj!yjca!oufie.Loze tjCbnfi. Sons 
by adoption and regeneration* 1 4- Rtpentance fits it felf m ft 
againfiamans $e:ial! fin. 15. By this fin Gjd nufi difbono- 
red. By tbU repentance fincerity m ft evidenced. 

Sermon IV- 

Seft 6. "O Epcntance removes carnal! confidence. Naturally 
K V we iff Han abjb Intenes within onr fit Ives, 2. This 
failings we trufi in other creatures. 3. When all fail \ we go to 
Gjd in w iyes of ottr own inventing.Repetitance the cure of aU this- 
4. Confederacies with G ;ds enemies dangerous. Take heed of 
competition bet wee- cur own tntercfl and Gods, 5. The ere 1- 
tnre not tobetrttfied in 3 it trams firength and wifdme* 6. I- 
, dols. 
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iols not to he trujledin 9 they are lies* Grounds of ' confidence f all 
wanting in Idols* J* God onely to he tmfled shfilmtly in the 
way of his commands an d providence* 8, The way to mercy it u 
hefuhcrlefs : mdfyttfi in our fehu makgs us feekjxlp above our 
fchcs. <?* Sitiheakdhypardor^purging^eliveraftce^ comfort* 
W by bachf. {tiding pardoned ly name* l o. Oitr convvfiongroun- 
dad on free grace* No guilt too great for love to pardm. Gjds anger 
| mil co?ifift with hU love* I 1 . Converfion and healing go toge- 
ther* Sinafickih'JJe and a wound* I \. The proper pafjlms of 
ficknejji agree to finnc % viz- pain, r?cthgeffe y confumption 3 defor- 
mity* 13. Sin a wound: the impotent ^wilf nil. and defperate 
cafe of this patient, 14, The mercy of the Plyfitian* 1 5 . Guilt 
cannot ho\6n Afajcfty* Apprehcnfiuns of mercy the grounds of 
prayer. *6.S enje of mifery worlds eftimation of mercy. 1 r J&idig 
flidinQ\ formally oppofite to faith and repentance* dpi ft ape two- 
fold What it is to jpeal^againji the Sonne ofman 3 and againfl the 
Spirit. Hnv a finne is [aid not to he forgiven in this worlds not in 
the world to come. Free love rcfyeEfs not perfons^ nor free par- 
don } fames 1 S. From beginning to end of fslvatioti^ all if fret 
grace* 19. In judgements Gods anger more to be noted then 
our fufferings* 

l Sermon V. 

Seft. 1 . Ty Lejfmgj as large to the ptnitenty as curfes to the iw- 
MJpenitentj and anfwer all our wants. 2. God an- 
fwereth prayer s> beyond the petitions of the people* 3 . We pray ac- 
cording to the knowledge and love rve have of our feher. God an- 
fwers according to his knowledge and love* 4* God anjwtrs 
prayer not onely with rcfteB to our wants 5 hut bh own honour. 
Gods ultimate end in working our firwgefl argument in praying* 
^Encouragement to prayer. Godsfhekel double to ours. 6. Prayer 
may be ambitious % and beg great things. j^Free love puts forth it 
felfin various blejpngs., 8. Grace as dew of a celejliall originally 
fruit of a ferene heaven. 9. Abundant^ infenfible^ inflating* 
, and 
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and fianhing^ vegetating and ^uici^ing* Refrefhing and com* 
for ting* 10. T eace no bfejjhtg} except it come as dear? from Hea- 
ven. IJm AS want s muft be fupplied from Heaien. Chrifl all 
BemtitstohU Church. Ihe root and ft ability of the Churchy 
foundation doUrina^ perfonall. RigbteouJheJJe of Redemption 
ftronger then of Creation* 1 2 . Growth of the Church under the 
Law^ Nationally under the Gjjpel^ Vniverfatt. Chrift tin Olive 
trce$ origtnaU of grace to hU Church* 1 3 . Our refuge and fheU 
ter. Our power above afflictions. 14. All Chrift s graces fruits of 
Lebanon jht btft of all others. Creature-helps Hers either byfatfe- 
neffeorimpotency. 15. Fromifes jhculd Leget duties. God pre 
mifeth Beauty to hk Church; wefhouldlabjur to adjrn it. 16 .He 
promifeth ft ability ; rveftimldbt rooted in truth and grace : all our 
gifts fhouldferve the Temple, l J. He promifeth growth \ we 
fbouldgow our ftlves^and endeavour the growth of others. Chrift 
both the end & the beginning of tht Churches growth. 1 8. Com' 
paSure and unity in the Gbwchfiecefttry to the growth of it. ~Di~ 
vifions hinder it. l In the body compacted} there are fever aU 
diftinU members 3 each to a3 in bit ownplace^ andpynts faftning 
members to the heady and to one another, A different meafure of 
vertue for fever aU ] offices. A rnntuaU jupply and helpfulnejje one 
unto another. An intcmaU faculty in each part to form and con- 
cgS the matter fubminiftredunto it. 20. He promifeth the fruit* 
fidneffe of the Olive } which we jbould fhew forth in worses of 
grace and peace. 21* He promifeth the fmeU of Lebanon $ the 
oyntment of the Gojpel^ the graces of which wefhould exprejfe. 
22. He promifeth protection and conversion ; we fhould mak e him 
ourfhelter^ and from fsii proteQion learn our duty of converfion. 
25. He promifeth reviving out of afftiUions^ profiting by them. 
Weftoouldnot be difconragedhyternptationsybut amended 5 they 
have many times mercy in them. 24. The vertues of Heatben y 
grapes of Sodom 5 the graces of Cbrift 9 grapes of Lebanon. 
Whatever m prefent unto God^nuftgrow in Inimanucls land. 

I b Sermon 
1 


1 
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Sermon VI* 

Se&. i* /^Odspromifeinabling, uour confidence to engage. 

\J Idols farrows. Cods observing t*f y a note of care* 
counfelly honour^ b wring probers* 2, Sutrm^ diviftbn* $* Mans 
Jeal to Gods prom fe^onely aconfffion^ Gods fed u mans cove- 
nant} a confirmation* 4. Alans covenant of obedience , hatbits 
frmneffe in Gods promife of grace* Indiffolvable dependance of 
aflfetondcaufesonthejirjt* 5, In fins <f men y God hath an in- 
fluence into tbem& aUlons^a providence over them a* finnes* In 
gracious attions Gods influence neceffary both to the fitbjtjnce and 
goodncjje of them* 6* Of the concord between Gods grace and 
mans will* Freewill natural theologicaU, Innate pravity and 
corrupt force 3 which refifteth grace^ the remainders whereof in the 
regenerate* J* The wit! of Gods precept $ and of hU purpofe* 
8. Ibey who are called externally onefyx vefifk andperifh : they who 
internally*, are made wiUingand obedient. 9* By an alt offyiri- 
mall teaching. 10, By an aU ofeffetluill inclining and determi- 
ning the will j preventing, afjifiing fubfequent grace* II. W r c 
may not trufi in cur ownprength^ bat be evtrjealoin of our origin 
nail impotencyttNto good^ our natural! antipathy agawft if ; and 
of the frequent dec oyer and abatements of the grace of Gpd in 
us. 1 2, By praytr and faith get a bean fixed upon God* 
13. Great comf»rt that cur comtrfion and obedience dependtth 
on the power oj God* This no ground of fupine ncgleCl of dftties % 
fir grace fi work^th in wr 3 at that it diftofetb us unto working** the 
means being decreed as we Has the end* 1 4. Other mens wilts are 
in Gods kceping.He the author & or direr of our troubles* 1 5 , K c- 
pmtance breaks off fin^ & mates Bafie out of it* 1 6. God hearttb 
onely penitent s* Our per fins accepted before ottr prayers* A wicked 
man may pray a prayer of yiMurcfioi of faith* Two wills in pray 
er 9 Ours 3 and Gods : When a wicked man prayer fir mercy 3 he 
prayer againji Gods will : when for grace y againji bti own* 
17. When we pray for outward things y our aims mufibe jpiri- 
tuall* The way to have all our other ends y is to make God our 
chiefeend* 18. Frayer the Key of obedience* The principles of 
_ f ervice 
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fervice^are the fruits of prayer, j 9. Words Ammunition againft 
Armes m 9 that way as prayer goes > God goes* 20. Sound convex 
fion engigeth Gods protections mdyetldetb comfort in all con- 
ditions of life* 

Sermon VII. 

Sett* I. ^T^Hefialof the Prophets Voltrinc. Interrogation^ 
A denying^ wifhingy demmftrating^ awakening. 
2. Li fpirituail things mentall knowledge fecotided with prafth 
call w if dome. 3* The wayes of the Lord y his providence^ hit pre- 
cepts. 4, Few men wi fe to futvathn. 5, The weaker part 
more then the wifer. The Word a fweet favour to aU. Humorous 
fingnlarityfirtfull^piuusfingularityneceffary 6. True wifdonu 
pond ere th all Gods wayes* Wifdcmt particular y general!* 
7*Wickcdmenf?apc their owncnd y & apply fitful means by .1 fin-* 
full wifdme unto it. God anely the laft end of righteous men, 
8. AH wifdme is for oh ainingof goody avoiding of evil The 
excellency of every thing in Beauty y*Vfi. 9, Wjfdome of Angels 
converftvt ahut tfa Word. Scripture the kft Own ft liar. The 
plenitude thereof The pernicious influence of corrupt do&rines up- 
on the prefint ft ate of the Church. 10. Tivofold fy*mkdgt of 
judgements and bleffmgs* II. The reUitude of Gods wayes in 
their equity and reafon^blenejje^ their perfiQ harmony > their di- 
reOneff to their endytheir conformity to the will of Gjd y their 
platmuffe andperfpicuity. 1 2 . We are apt to pick, qmrreh at the 
Word. 1 2,-Wicked men ft up their wills againft Gods^snd invent 
difthMlons to reconcile Godswilto theirs* 1 4. Mlwfters may not 
ft amp Gods marl^ on doUrines of humane iirvention , nor fuptrin- 
du:e any thing upw the Scripture J eople have a judgement of dij- 
cretion to try the fti cits* 1 5 , Obedience the end of the Miniftery. 
Ordi nances not obeyedy ripen and increafe fin y and hifttn judge 
ments. 1 6, H>ne but righteous men will obey the Word. Every 
wicked man cLth infime thing or other gainfay the truth. 1 y.The, 
right nayesoftbt Lord are unto wicked men matter of fcandall* 
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18, They flumbk at the profomdnejje of the Word* m being above 
reafon. I 9. At the flriSneJfe of it) at being againft their peculiar 
lufi. 20. At ike [torching power and fimpticity of the Gojpeli. 
21. At the impojftbilitj offiilpUing the Lj^ which if but acci- 
dental!. To regenerate men the Law i* Evangelically poffiblz. 
Wickedrnenhardnedreittingly as weU as judicially, 22. At the 
grace of the word by prejumptioij at the tbreatnings and judge- 
ments of it by fttibbornnejfe, 23. Wicked men fiumble at the word 
not onely untofcandaS^ but mto mine* 



***** H4************ **4*****444*** 



ERRATA. 

SEnn.i.p.S.l.io.r.I1iQik P,i*.I.7.rOMt>n. P^Mf^mommo 
P.49-I t. Urgtcndo. P.J7.I.3. r* Dee- 
Serm.x.p ^5,1.3 2, for impetrariun,read imploring. F t 67.I,li,rcad 
iwpww* P.7*,L*i*r,Ofio u r. P. 8oJ.t«r.which. 
Scrm>^p^i-iii^'r» adoration of him* P atf.l.7.i%wceks, P. 41 

r, fee it' In ihe margin p* 4*4,1 4 < dele Tkadtf* 
$cm* 4.p70 # Li4. r. them of. In ihc margin, p. 6s>lt. 1. publicans 

Serm.S.p. 1 1 ■ li 1 # for we^. did, P. if A* 30. for houfe r> hourc* In 
the margin, p, 3j. Ij.r.debet. P.37.M. r«*#jpta. 

Scr.7«p*i49' for oyer* r. let oyer. In the margin p. x *7- L 13 
readttrtttf*r. 
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FIRST SERMON 

upon H&fedb $ Chap*i4. VeM,** 



Hose ah 14. 1,2. 

0 return unto the Lord thy Gad^fir thou 
haj] fdtien by thine iniqmtie. 

Td{e with wards j and turn u the L&rd^fdy 
unto him^ Tdtg a^ay aU iniquity and receive 
mgrachufiy [ or give good] fa mil we ren- 
der the calves of our lips. 

He bleflingof Ephraim, was accor- 
ding to his 3 name, Fruhfulneffe.Tbe 
fruit faloefle of the Earthy bough by 
a well, and the fruitfolnefle of the 
uom te^nd of the brcafts,Gf 0,49,^1. 
2 5 . Deut. 33 • 1 3. 1 7 - Contrary un- 
to which two bleffiogs we find in our Prophet two 
JiiJgcrnents threatned againft him for his fins^&Jp- 
x l ? I 5> 1 6 • Though he he fruit full amtngft hit he- 1 

B thren f I 
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b Chap. Bj. 

io,i.3. 
U.6. 

r CM.".i4< 

Tt 71 If ^Mi/i 

a pud A- Gel. 

famofos tatr Q- 
net in his lock 
ubi grafatt 
[tint fkrca fi- 
gcndos complti- 
Yibsa pUcuit ut 
& coxfpt&u 
dettrrcan'ttr 
Alii ab iifdem 
faimonbvs.ff. 
dcptEnis- L,i8. 
fch*fawofos 9 
Vndt & 14 
Brut is & in 
rtbvt m an'mx- 
tis obfo vata 



j*he firfl SetmaM 



thren^ m Eafl mnd jh all come ^ the mndt of the Lord 
JhaH come up from the wilder mffe a and his fpring jhad 
become dryland his fountain jhali he dried up: he jhali 
[foil the treafme of aS pleafant veffeh, Samaria fcall 
become defolate.Jor foe bath rebelled agai/jfi her God; 
they (hall faff by the Sword*' their Infams fk*ll U dafoed 
ixpiece^and their women with child pall be rift up. 
And throughout the b whole prophecic (if you read 
and obferve it ) you will find the Judgements of 
Godagatnft Ephnum to bcexprefted by medzs^ 
emptims^ bunennes^ dry net of roots , of fiuirs, of 
branches, of fpringSjand by a curfe upon their 
c Children, as on the other fide the biefling here in 
this Chapter renewed unto Epbraim repenting, arc 
all exprcfled by Metaphors of fruitjulrteffe^ ierf. 5. 

From thefe two wo full Judgements, againft the 
fruitfalnesof their fprifigs^ mi the fruittulnes of 
their mmbes^ by thedefolations of a bloody fword, 
our Prophet takethocatfion orcc more for all ? to 
awaken and drive them to a timely repemance^that 
fo they may recover the ble fifing of their name, 
Ephraim may be Epbraim again, a plentifully fruit- 
full, a flourifhing people > That rohtn Gods Judge- 
mem are in the Earth^xhsy would then at Ieaft fet 
themfdves to ham right ecu fnes^ thai: they may trajh 
their f feet in the blood of the wicked. 

Of all Nations under heaven this Land of ours 
hath had tbeblcfsing of Ephraim upon it* fruitful- 
nes of the Earthy abundance of Plenty : fruitfulncs 

v 'mditla. vid* 

Pet,Erod.D«ret«tt** Tit. 1 4 -Zcpper. dc legib- 1. t , c, 1 1 .Pi.l.i^.c. 4.PI ut.de fomm.Rom, 
_ . ^ 
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of the womhy abundance of f e&pk. But our mifery 
is, that the abundance of our fins hath mightily 
outvied the abundance both of our plenty and of 
our people : fins teo too paralell to thofe of E- 
phraim, if you will but read this Prophet, and com- 
pare the behaviours of this Nation with him. And 
this parity of fins hath no doubt called upon God 1 
for a parity of judgements. It is but a very little 
while fincc the" Lord leemed to call for a North- 
winde, as he doth here for an E^mnde y two armies 
there met, ready to look one another in the Face. 
But his heart turned, his repentings were kindled, 
he would not give up Ephraim then* He fecmes 
once more to be drawing of a Svvord,and having in 
vain hewed us by hu Prophets as he complains, chdp. 
6. 5. to try whether hewing us by hi* Judgements 
will work uponus- So that now, though I muft 
read my text, O yet I muft apply it > O Eng- 
land^ Return unto the Lor A thy God^for thou haft fallen 
by thine Iniquity^ Take with you war 

The whole Context containeth two Ccncrall 
parts* An Invitation unto Rcpentance,ver.i. and an 
Infiitutim how to perform it 3 in the two verfes fol- 
low ing. 

Before we come to the parriculars of the Invi- 
tation, let us fir ft briefly obfervc, that in the midft 
of [udgemtntt propofed againft iinners that are ob- 
(lixat€ y God doth referve and proclaim Mercy unto 
finners that are penitent. When a Confumption is 
decreed, yet a Remnant fcreferved to return. I fa* 10- 
2 2 , % 3 . The Lord will keep his vineyard, when he 
will burn up the thornes and the bryars together. 
1 B ^ /ft* 
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Ifs* 27. 5, 4. When 1 day ot fierce anger is deter- 
mined, the meek of the earth are called upon to feek 
the Lord. Zefb. a. 3* When the Lord is coming 
out of hfc place to punifli the Inhabitants of the 
Earth for their Iniquities faecals upon his people 
to hide themfelves in their chamber ^ untill the in- 
dignationbeoverpaft. /fa* 2 6. 20, 21. The Angel 
which was fent to deftroy Sod$m 7 had withalla 
Commifsion to deliver Ltf^ Gen. 19. 15, God 
made full provifion for thofe who mourned for 
publick abominations before he gave order to de- 
ftroy the re ft * Ezek* $ * 4. e. Men in their wrath 
will many times rather fir ike a friend then fpare a 
foe: but Gods proceedings are without dilorder, 
h* will rather fpare his foes then ftrike his fervants, j 
as he Shewed himfclf willing to have done in the 
cafe of Sodom * Qe** 1 8. 2 6* Mofes ftmd in the gap 
and diverted Judgements from Ifrael. Pfah io6* 
% 3. Yea God fecks for fiich.£*rf. ma. 30. and 
complains when they cannot be foimd.Ezek. 1 3»5* 
And if he deliver others for them, cerrainly he will 
not deftroy them for others- How ever it go with 
the world and with wicked men, ixjh&ffgo with 
the righteous 1 there fhall be a SanHu&y for them 
when others ftumlle, and rhey fhall paffe through 
the fire* when others are contained by it. jft* + t Q> 
11- epu 8, 14,15, lfaZtcL 1 8, 

Reafons hereof are, Gods Ittflice y he will not pu - 
nifh the righteous with the wicked ; he wi! ! h*Vc it 
appear that there is a difference betmenhim lL$t f r 
%-etb G*d> and him that ferveth him . Gen-i %*i j 
UMti. 3.1S. Gedifaoe unto his people* Hehaf? 
■ ' htkj 
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faok of Remembrance written before him> for them 
that fear him, and think upon his Name : And they 
fbaHe mtnt^&hh the Lord of Hofii^ in that day whin 
I make up my jemls^ndj will fpare them ms a m*n fp&~ 
rtth bu §mn fox thai ferveth him* M*L-$« 7. Here 
is a climax and gradation of arguments drawn from 
Love* In a great fire, and devouring trouble (fuch 
as is threatned there> Chap* 4« 1*) properly alone is 
a ground of care > a man would willingly fave and 
fecure that which is his own, and of aiiyufe unto 
him; but i f you adde unto this, pretioufnejje^ that in* 
creafeth the care* A man will make hard fhift to j 
deliver a rich Cabinet of Jewels, though all his or- 
dinary goods and utenfils fhould perifh* But of all , 
jewels, thofe which come out of the body are 
much more pretious then thofe which onely adorn 
iu Who would not fnatch rather his child then 
his cteket atpurfe out of a flame ? Relation works 
not onely upon the affe&ion,but upon the fawets* 
Jcr. 31.20. And Mly, the fame excellency that the 
word jemll dorh addc unto the word mim^ the f ame 
excellency dotli ftrvice adde unto the word fonne* 
Araanhatn muchconflift in himfelf to tdce off 
his heart from an undurifull fonne. Never a worfc 
fon then Abfokm^ and yet how doth DAvid give a 
charge to the Commanders to have him fpared? 
how inquifiriveaftcrhis fafcty ? How pafsionately 
andivnfealbnably mourn full upon the news of his 
death? But if any child be more a Jewell then ano- 
ther, certainly it is a dtttifull childe^ who hath not 
onely an intcrcft in our love by Nature^ but by \ 
ditnee* All thefe grounds of care and protection I 

li 3 fori 
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for Gods people in trouble are hereexprefled,^/*- 
i fifty \ they are mine : preti&ufnes, they are jemehjYCZ- 
fures, ornaments unto me- ReUzion they arc fmti 
nftfdmt^ they are fens that /b^nonc could look 
on a thing Co many vvayes lovely with the fame eye 
as upon a profeffd and provoking Enemy - 

Laftly, Gods name a&k ghry* He hath fpared his 
people even in the midft of their provocations for 
his Names fake - Dent, 33. 26> 27. 7. 9. How 
much more when they rf^/tfand feek his face? He 
will never let it be faid that any feek the Lord in 
vai#A(&* 45. i£- 

But it maybe obje&ed, doth not Solomon fay 
that all things happen dike unto a&> and that no mm 
cankwrp love or hatred by tbst which is before him> 
Ecclef. 9. t>2. And is it not certain and common, 
that in publick defolations good as well as bad do 
perifli ? doth not the Sword devoureas well one as 
another ? 

It is true, God doth not a I wayes difference his 
fervants frotn wicked men by temporall deliveran- 
ces , Trouble* commonly and promifcuoufly in • 
volve all forts. But there arc thefe two things con- 
fiderable in it. 

1 , That many times the good fuffer with the bad, 
becaufe they are together corrupted with rhemjand 
when they joyne in the common provocations, no 
wonder if they fuffer in the common judgements* Re- 
vel. 18. 4« Nay the fins of Gods people do ( efpe- 
cially in this cafe ) more provoke him unto out- 
ward judgements, then the lins of his profefledene- 
j raies. Becaufe they expofe his name to the more 

COn- 
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contempts Sam. i j. 1 4. and ire committed again ft 
the greater Uw-> Amas 3 . 2. and he hath/*f*>vj0^- 
we A* for the wicked, and therefore ufually btginntth 
here at his own fwftuary* Ezek.9 * tf» 1 Pct.4. 17. 

2 . When good men who have preferved thenr 
fclves from publick fins, do yet fill by publick 
judgemenrs, yet there is a great difference in this 
fceming equality* the fame affliction having like the 
pillar that went before Ifrac^a light jide towards 
Gods people, and 2 dark jide towards the Egypti- 
an^ God ufually recompencing the outward evils 
of his people with more plentiful! evidences of in- 
ward and fpirituall joy. A good man may be in 
grear darknes as well as a wicked man , but in that 
cafe he hath the name of God to ftay himfelf upon, 
which no wicked man imhe world hath.//** 50.10. 
Thc met all 2nd the drop go both into the fire toge- 
ther, but the droffe is confumed, the metal refined* 
So is it with godly and wicked in their Offerings. 
Zach. 13. <?• Ecctef. 8*12* *3- 

This reprover h the folly of thofe who in time of 
trouble relic upon vain things which cannot help 
them, and continue their fins ft ilhFor Judgements 
make no difference of any but penitent and impeni- 
tent* Sicknes doth not complement with an hono- 
rable pcrfon, but ufcth him as courfely as the bafc* 
Death knocks as well at a Princes palace as a poore 
tnanscottige : wife men die as well as fools. Yea 
poyfon ufually works more violently when tem- 
pered with wine>thcn with fome duller and bafer 
materiall. In times of trouble ufually the greater 
the pcrfons the cloler the judgements. When ]c* 

rufalcm 
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rufalera was taken the Nobles were (lain, but the 
poore of the land had vineyards and fields given 
therm ver.39.tf.ro. 

Therefore in troubles we (hould be more hum* 
bled for our fins then our Tufferings becaufe (in is 
the fting of fuffering. That mercies fhould not win 
us, that judgements fhouM not awaken us : that the 
rod fhould fftdk^ and we mt hear, Mie. 6 . 9 . That 
the fire fhould hurn y and we not fuL lfa« 4a. 25. 
that defection fhould be threatned, and we not m- 
fiya8ed.jer* 6+ 8- That the hand of God fhould be 
lifted ufznd we not fe$ it % Ifa. 1 6 • 1 1 . That dark* 
nt$ fhould be upon tn^nd we not give glory to God • 
Jet* 1 3. <5. this is that fhould moft dejeft us, that in 
mercies we have been »i«<w, and in judgements 
ftnflejje* Get Repentance by an affliftion* and then 
you may look on it as a tr*fick % and not as a trwbk^ 
like a Merchants voyage , which hath pain in the 
way, but treafure in the end* N© affli&ions can 
hurt him that is penitent. Iftfou efcape, they will 
make thee the mote thankfull : if not* they will 
bring thee the neerer and the foonet unto God# 

The waytobefsfe in times of trouble is to get 
the blood of the Lamb upon our doores* All 
troubles have their Coocunifiion and Inftru&i- 
ons from God , what to do > whither to go, whom 
to touch, whom to pafle over. Be gold, and though 
the fire come upon you, you {hall keep your nature 
and purity ftill- GodIines,faih the Apoftle, hath 
the promifesof this life; and amongft tnofe onefpe- 
ciall one is that we fhall not be tempted above 
what we are able. 1 Or. io* 13. neither are there 

indeed 
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indeed any diftreffes againft which there is not a re- 
fuge and efcape for penitent finncrs unto fome pro* 
mife or other. Againft Captivity. When they be in 
the land of their Enemies I will n&t cajl them an>ay 3 
mrabhorrethtm* Lev it.i 6.44. Againft famine and 
peffiilence, if I put up heaven that there be no rain, or 
if I command the locuji to devoure the Land, or if I 
fend ptflikna among my people: If ray people 
which arc called by my Nameilitll hamble them- 
felvcs 5 and pray, andfeek my face, and turn from 
their wicked w jyes ; then will / hear from heaven^ and 
will forgive their /7#, And will heal their Land.i Chron. 
7. 13,14. Againft fcknes^ the Lord will ftrengthen 
him upon the bed of lan^uiftiWs mdmale all his 
hed ink is fckaes*V(z\.$i . 3 * Againft poverty* When 
the pore md needy fetk water and there is none^I the 
Lord will hear them y &c. I fa. 41,17- Pf*L68* io. 
Againft want of friends* When my father and mother 
forfake me 7 then the Lord will take me up, PfaL*j m 
1 ot Pfol* 72* 1 2. Againft Qpprtffim and imprifon* 
went. He execute th judgement for the opprelftdjhe 
hofeththe prifomn* Pfal- 14 £.7. Againft whatsoe- 
ver plague or trouble* 1 King. 8.3 7.3 8,39. He is the 
God of All confolation % how difconfolate focver a 
mans condition is in any kind ; there cannot bat 
within the compafle of All confolation be fome 
one or other remedie at hand to comfort and re- 
lieve him. And fo much by the way of the Invita- 
tion in general !• 

In the Imitation we have the tM&tttr of it, an d 
the Motives to it- The %JMmtr\% Converficn y \i Ich- 
out that j the g hand which h lifted up in rhreatning, 

C will 
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H;b.ii.tf, 
7(oh font Bona 
qua not de ra- 
d:ce b^na f rocc' 
dunt-Ealpfa 
opera qn& di- 
enntur anttft- 

VtdtytntM? bo- 
mrtiXbus Uuda- 
biiia, in&nuL 
fmt»ut magna 
vires & curfm 
cetertfamfr*- 
i tcrvhm Kw^- 
tnarr.in L J hal. 
3 i.vjd* *le Spi- 
ric.&lite.e,io. 
[ *t.*6 Contra 
I duasBpift.Pe- 

106. defidc St 
operibe 14- 
com r a J Lilian, 
li 4-ca ,5, 

i Nibtf ad often* 
tationtmjmriia 
ad Confacnlia 
( rcfert l.i. 

i Tfj'hil oplnionu 

conftkiltkt fa- 
cam* Stirttc.de 
vi:ftbeata,c *o 
tJer. 3 t* 



will fall down in punifhing.and where that is, God 
hath a hjk of Remembrance for his $errcls 7 when his 
wrath burnetii as an Oven againft the 3 MsL 

But this Converfion thenrauft have two condi- 
tions in it- i- Itmuftbe Ad Dominurn , To the 
Lord ; nnt meerly phdofiphudl to lome lowe and 
generalldi&aresof Rejfon, fuch as ^rrflotfa or 
Plato, or EptBetw^oi Plutarch^ or the like heathen 
MoraHfb could furnifh 11$ withall , without felf- 
dcniall, IowlineiTe of fpirir, or h I auh in ChrifK 

Nor mcerly politically to credit, or profit, or fear 
lar ends ■ propter f.%m&m> mn propter Copfcientidm^ as 
the Orator fpeaks, or as our Prophet hath it, for 
C em and for wine: Hof 7. itf, as good be zntmptj 
vine y as bring forth fruit onely to our felves* ffof 

But it mull be fpirltuaU, unto the Lord, if thou 
wth return O Ifrael, faith the L$rd % return unto me ^ Icr* 
4*1. And not onely Ad Dsmtmim to the Lord, for 
that maybe done k falfcly, and flatteringly, with a 
halting and a divided heart. By the force of Stml 
perfw/fioWylike that of i Agrippa^vA *> Orpba, com- 
plementing with God, and then forfaiting him. By 
the force of compulfory impres[ions^ like that of » Fka* 
raob and ° ifrael in the wildernes. p Promifes on th? 
Rack, and pride when there was refpiteagairt^thaw* 

/Aft 16 18. 

I [\ mil 1 a a. «Exo& 8.8. Hxod.o. 27*3 *• oPral.78. 34.37. ^Semfanclam bac *t% 
hoc vtrf&t voluntatcm* Au*. cnnfcff.1.8 . cS.p&rify ipfim punittnti* agunt. Ambro* dc 
px'i it 1- 1 c*f t £7n**An\c/ i7niuf er'ptprojfiuwT f/t7tfWi # CIcm. Alex. L2* ftrorajrri/*?' eft 
non fxmttns qui adhttc agtt quod pxnucty &c. ifidon dc Summo bono. Mapim rem pitta 
mum htminem were* prater faptcni cm nemo ummngt.ttura vjHlnforfnisjunt.StmzcAp 
iiq AmbroCoffic. ILi.c.ii. 
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ing in the Sun, and freezing in the {^ade • melting 
in the furnace, and out of it returning unto hardnes 
agaio, like the Prophets die burnt on the one fide* 
and dough on the other. Bat it muft be, 

Secondly, ufyad Dornimm^ fo much the origi- 
nall word m W importerh. A q fiill, through>conftant, 
continued converfion^with a whole, a fixed, a root- 
ed, an united an cftablifhed heart 3 ycildingup the 
whole Conscience and Converfatioa to be ruled 
by Gods will in all things 

The motive to this duty are two-Firft his r Afcr- 
cy> he is yet thy God y no fuch argument for our turn- 
ing unto God as his turning unto us. Admi looks 
on him as a Judge and hides ; the Prodigal! looks on 
him as a father and returns. As the beam of the Sun 
Chining onfire 3 doth difcouragethe burning of that: 
fotheftiining of Gods mercies on us, fhoulddif- 
hearten,and cxtinguifh luft inus # This is the ufe we 
ftiould make of mercy* Say nor,he is my God, there- 
fore I may pre fame upon him, but he is mine y there* 
fore I muft return unto him. Bccaufc he is Gcd y \ 
will be afraid to provole him ^ and becaufe-hc is 
mint. I will be afraid to forfeit him- He is fa great, 
I muft nor dare to offend him - he is fo pretms I muft 
not venture to lofchim. His mercy is a * Holy mer- 
cy y which knows to pardon fin, bwtnot to proteH 
it. It is a San&uary for the penitent^ not for the pre- 
fmf turns* 

Secondly, his Judgement* and that exprefled ra- 
ther as our A<S then his, Thou haJlftHe^ i>y thixe 
Iniquity* f If ppercies do not work upon Lcv? y let 
1 Judgements work upon fear* 'Extremities are a war- 
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rant unto Importunities. "Even heathen mariners 
inaftormwillcry mightily upon God .When there 
is a deluge coming, is it not time for Noah to fear y 
and to prepare a* ark ? Heir, 1 r . 7- what meaneft 
thou O thou fleeper to x lofc the feafon^and benefit 
of Gods vifitations ? when there is 1 rempeft over 
thefhipj heavy diftrefTcs* and diftradions both at 
home and abroad>to be fo fecure in thy wonted im- 
penitency^s if rhou hadft had no fins to procure thefe 
fudgements, or no fence to feel them ? as if there 
werey nereements 3 and feaJed covenants between 
thee and the Averd that it fhould not touch thee? 
If thou be fallingjis it not high time to confider thy 
wayes? to fearch and to judge thy felft to have thine 
eyes like the windows of Solomons Temple * Broad 
inwards ^to find out thine own provocation^ and as 
a David {peaks, to keep thy felf from Thine mm Ini- 
quity ? 

Thus when in one and the fame time , tMtnits^ 
and judgements arc intermixed* then is the moft fo» 
lemne feafon to call upon men for repentance. If 
we b felr nothing but fean^ they might make us dc- 
fpair^ if nothing bat mercies they would make us fe- 
cure* If fhe whole ycer were Summer 5 the fap of the 
earth would be exfuuftedj if the whole were Win- 
ter, it would be quite buried. The hammer breaks 
mettall,and the fire melts ir,and then you may caft 
it into any fhape. Judgements break* mercies melt, 
and thcn,if ever, the foul is fit to be call into Gods 
mould. There is no figure in all the Prophers more 

y Ifa.*8. if' ^1 King,<T.4> dPfal, 18.1 j. kr®- vgj&fiW Im$\%u t<WV* $&v$w 
Piutvdc fcranunim.vmdi&a, b yideTewtl. Centra Marcion.l.t.cJi^ 

ufuall 
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ufuall then this, to Interweave mercies and judge- 
ments, like thofe Elegancies which c Rhetoricians 
call to allure and to bring into a wildernes, 

Htf. 2.14. And this of all other is the m^^nrnt, 
as d Phyfieians call it, the Critical! time of difeafed 
people, wherein the chief eonje&urc lie th, whether 
they be mending or ending according to the u(e 
which they make of fuch interwoven mercies. 

I have curforily run over the firft part of the Con* 
text, the Invitation unto Repentance, as intending 
to make my abode on the fecond , which is the /»- 
fiitution how to perform it. Therein we have, firft a 
General infiruHion^ Take unto you words. Second- 
ly, a f articular form^ what words they fhould take.or 
a petition drawn to their hand?, Take away All ini- 
quities &c. 

Of the former of the ft I fhall fpeak but a word- 
It importeth the ferious pondering and choofing 
of Requefts to put up to God.e The mother of Ay- 
taxerxts in Plutarch was wont to fay, that they who 
would addrefle themfelves unto Princes, muft ufe 
^wf/^z/StKjfpo/^ffiken words* Surely he that would ap- 
proach unto God, muft conftder, and look as well 
to bis words as to his feet* He is* fo Holy and Jea- 
lous of his worfhip , that he expefb there fhould 
be pr^^/V^inOaraccefTesunto him. Prepara^ 
tion of Our ferfoxs^ by f purine of life, foi r r . 1 1* 
Preparation of Our Services, by choice of matter, 
lob 14* Luk* 1 5* 17, 18. Preparation of Our 
g Hearts y by ^ finding them out,* ftirring them up, 
k fixing them, fcrching them in, and I calling toge- 
ther all that is within us to prevail with God. 
t 3 The 
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The fer vices which we thus prepare, muft be Ta- 
ken from him. They muft not be the iffues of our 
own private and flefhly hearts. For nothing can go 
to God>but that which conies from him ; and this 
phrafe feemeth to import thefc three things. 1- We 
muft attend unto his m will y as the Rule of our play- 
ers* a# We mud attend unto his precept and n fro- 
mifesy as the Matter of our prayers. 3 . We muft at- 
tend unto the q Guidance of his Ho(y Sfirit y as the 
life and principle of our prayers without which we 
know not what to ask . 

And p&ytr$ thus Regulated are mo ft feafbnable, 
and fbveraign duties in times of Trouble, The key 
whichopenethadoorc of mercy 5 the fluce which 
keepethout an Inundation of Judgements, zfacob 
wreftled and obtained a bkfling, Htf* 12,4. Amos 
prayed 3 and removed a Curfc^m?/ 7.i«7>The wo- 
man of Canaan will not be denied with a denial!, 
iM*tt*\ 5. a 4, a 7 -The people of Ifrael will begge 
for deliverance even then when God had pofitively 
told them y that he would deliver them no more, 
ludg. to. 1 3, 1 5. iw&h will venture a prayer from 
the bottome of the Sea* when a double death had 
feifed upon him 3 the belly of the deep, and the bel- 
ly of the Whale 5 and that prayet of his did open the 
doores of the Leviathao,as the expreffion h y hb 4 1 . 
14- and made one of thofc deaths a deliverance 
from the other. 

O let the Lords Remembrancers give him no 
reft- p There is z kind of omnipotencie in prayer, 
as having an latere ft and prevalence with Gods 
omnipqcencie.i It hath loofed iron chainsj It ' hath 
[ opened 
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opened Iron gates : It hath f unlockt the windows 
of heaventlt hath 1 broken the bars of death* Satan 
hath three titles given him in the Scripture, fetting 
forth his malignitie againft the Church of God. 
A u Drsgot^ to note his waiter ZxS erptnt^ to note 
his fidtittie^nd ay Lio* to note his flrength. But 
none of allthefecan ftand before prayer. The grea- 
ted i*j//tf> the malice of H<tman^ finks under the 
* prayer of Efiher^ the deepeft the counfell of 
Achiuyhdi withers before the 3 prayer of David: 
the hugeft Armit> an hoaft of a thoufand thoufand 
Ethiopians runne away like Cowards before the 
Sprayer of Aft* 

How fhould this incourage us to treafure up our 
prayers? to befiege the throne of Grace with ar- 
mies of fupplications? to Rcfufe a deniail? to break 
through a Repulfe ? He hath c blefled thofe whom 
he did cripple : he hath J anfvvercd thofe whom he 
did reproach : he hath e delivered thofe whom he 
did deny. And he is the f fameyefterday and to day. 
If he favc in 6 fix and in feven troubles , fhould not 
we pray in fix and in feven Extremities > Certainly 
in all the Afflr&ions of the Church when prayers 
are ftrongeft, mercies are neereft. 

And therefore let me Humbly Recommend to 
the Cares of this Honorable Affcmbly amongft 
all your other prefsing affairs^ the providing that 
thefc folemnc dayeswherein the 11 nitcd prayers, of 
this whole Kingdom fhould with ftrongeft Impor- 
tunities ftop the breaches, and ftand in the gaps at 
which Judgements ate ready ro rufh in upon us, 
may with more obedience and folcmnitie be obfer- 
Lv ved, 
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vedj then indeed of late they ate. It is ttue s here, 
and in other Cities, and populous places, there is 
haply leffe caufe to complain.But who can without 
forrow and ftiame behold in our Count rey towns, 
men fo unapprebenfive either of theii brethrens fuf- 
ferings, or of their own fins and dangers , as to give 
God quite over,tolet him reft,that they themfeives 
may work; to come in truth to Isborams refolution, 
Why fhould we wait upon God any longer > to 
grudge their brethrens and their own fouls and fafe- 
tics one day in thirtie, andto tell all the world that 
indeed their dayes work is of more value wirh them 
thenthcir dayes worfhip, multitudes drudging and 
moyling in the earth , while their brethren are 
mourning and beficging of heaven. I do but name 
ir, and proceed. 

The fecond part of the Inftiturion was thepw- 
ticuhr form fuggefted unto them according unto 
which their addrefles unto God are to be regulated, 
which confifteth of two parts,a prayer ^nd a promife. 
The prayer is for two Menefit* 3 thc one Remcveajl of 
fin, the other Conferring of Good. In the promife or 
Reftipulattonwehavenrft their Covenant, wherein 
they promife two things . i • Thank j giving for the 
hearing and anfwering of their prayers, s A fpeciall 
rare for the Amendment of their lives. Secondly, 
the Ground of their Confidence fo to pray , and of 
their Refolutions fo to promife , Becaufc in thee the 
fatherleffe fwdeth mercy. My meditations will be 
'confined within the firft of thefe, The prayer of the 
Church in their fears and fuffcrings, wherein I fhall 
begin, in the Prophets order , with their prayer 
?. eainfl fin, Take amy aS Iniquitie. The 
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The word fignifies, i . To expiate, and (nake a- 
tonement by a facrifice. So the fcape Goate 
(which was a figne of Ch rift our Sacrifice as ri- 
fen and living againe ) is faid to carry the finnes 
of the people into the wildernefle, Levit. itf, 
ii. Thereby fignifying Chrifts taking our finnes 
from us, Job. i. Heb* 9, 28. 3. To forgive, 
which in the Court of mercy is the taking of 
finnc away, Pfil* 3 2 . x . 5 . 3 . To remove or take 
away by deftroying. So it is u(ed 3 ffof. 1. J06 
33.22. and is fometimes ufed to exprelTe Burn- 
ing, 2 Sam. 5.21. 'Habum, 1 . 5 . fo finne is feid to 
be deftroyed, Rom. 6. 6. to be fubdued, Mic m 7. 
19, to be purged away with the fpirit of Judge- 
ment and burning, If*. 4. 4, The nfcaning then 
i$jTake away all our finnes from us,fay them up- 
on Chrift our Sacrifice, for his Merit pardon 
them, by his Grace deftroy and fubduc them, 
that fo the root of Judgements being removed^ 
they likewife may therewithal! be removed too. j 
From hence the bbfervation which I lhall infift 
upon is this : 

when (jQdthre&tmtb Judgements^ we in our Co ri- 
ver ft on unto him foould fray againfi finnes ^Our eye 
of forrow ftiould be more upon that which dif- 
bvnwreth bim y then upon that which afflicts our 
fttves ^ more upon that which is contrary to his 
lmage % then upon that which is contrary to our 
own nature : more upon that which defikth^ then 
upon that which painttbm* ^^kardoh cares for " 
nothing but the removal! of death ; h Simon m&- 
gw for nothing but to have perdition and the 1 
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gall of bittcrncffe kept from him. But good 
men, like wife Phyficians cure the difcafc at the 
root, a$*Elifhadid the waters by putting Salt 
into the Spring head. The Angel was fmiting 
the people with a plague , h 7>avtd betakes him- 
felf to the right remedy/ have finned J have done 
wickedly 1 He goes not to the Tbyfiaam f but to 
the Altar to make atonement for (inland fo the 
plague was flayed. Deftru&ion was threatned 
againft Sfrtel (tii their Calfe, their murmurinss, 
their rebellions. UMofes jlands in the gap to di- 
vert it, PfaL 106* 2 j. But how dorh he doe it? 
fntzly by fray imgagainjl their finnes* c O this pea* 
fie have finned 3 great O that thou wouldefi for- 
give them I A fick man was brought to Chrift to 
be healed, Mat* 9 . 2* Chrifi overlooks the difeafe^ 
and begins at the fin^ San y be ofgoodchear y thy fins 
are forgiven thee* and this being forgiven 3 the ma- 
lignitie of the difeafe was removed \ though the 
matter fhould have remained. This was the ufu- 
all method of d David in his troubles, to throw 
over thefe she&aes that had wrought his woe. 
Blot out) wafb throughly , cle*nfe y create^ renew : he is 
far more importunate for pardon and purging, 
then foreafe and comfort, C Qm ?^^ n $ in trou- 
« Lam. 3*39* ble is the work of fcSMttt* but*repenting is the 
work of a Christian. 

The Reafons of this ooint are thefe Three. 
S$* 8, I. If a Judgement fhould be removed , while 
Cm remains , it is not removed in mercy, but in 
anger: for many times God gives over punifh- 
ing in difpleafure , as a man throweth away the 

rod 
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rod when his fcboller is incorrigible, trhyfhould 
you h [mitten any more i you will revolt more and 
more^l{z,i, 5. If men be fetled on their Iees,and 
will not be reclaimed, there cannot an heavier 
punifhment light upon them, then to be a with- 
out punifhment,to pe left to themfelve^and the 
fury of their own wills, fpeedily to work out 
their own perdition,that their own pleafitres may 
become their plagues^nd the liberty of their own 
luftsjthcir fore ft bondage „ God may take away in 
wrath that which he fent in anger, Ho[. 13. 1 r. 
as on the other fide he may pumfh fin then when 
he forgive th it, and may vifit iniqui&ie with rods 
then when he will not utterly take amy his loving 
tsndnejjc from a people, PJal.99.2. 3 2^3 3, 

U * > centra 
IiilhxJ{ir.l>ap. 4. Parcifibtputat> tumtxt*mur* &fervetnr ad ultimam opponu- 
namqut vmdittam. Aug. m PfaL? Ad utUitatm qutofdamnon exaudk s addamxatmnm 
jfuofdam cxaudk* lu Pfal i' - Ir.;t us dot Atmnti que d malt amat f in FfaL tt>> Magna fa 
"ra tft quando peccant thus nm ir&fcitur Dtus t Huron. Ep* 33. Et in PfaL 14*. Indignan- 
th Dcwmajor b*c plaga* Cyprian de Lapps. O firvum tttum factum m\m Emtn daimi 
Utus infiat 9 euidigiatur trafci> &c. TcrtuL dtpathnt. cap. 11, 

II. If a Judgement be removed, fo long as fin 
remains it is gone cum ammo Revertendi t eirher 
the fame or a vvorfe is likely to fucceed,for God 
will b overcome when he judgeth .Pharaohs ftubborn- 
cefle did but increafe his plagues. God will not 
endure that the " pride ot man fhould outvie his 
Juftice* If we do not take 0rijls warning to go 
and fin no more^ we have great caufe to feare his 
inference , that a n>or[e thing will come upon w y 
Joln^i^,. If we do yet eualx our felves, God will 
*;e*f/tWwithus. Ifwewill***/* contrary untoi 
him, he thrcatneth to do the like unto us, and to! 

» D 2, , punifh ; 
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pun iih us frven times more for our fins. Ifwc 
do not turn unto him that fmitcth us, then his 
1 anger in Touting fhall not be tusmd away 7 but 
his hand \h all h fir etched out jhlL God on bring 
clouds after rain, diftrefTcs in Ireland after di- 
ft rations ift Scotland^ and di ft rations in Sag- 
land after diftrefTes in Ireland ^ mifchief upon 
mifchief, and counfell again ft counfel^tjjf^^ 
again ft Sphraim y and Ephraim again ft Mamj]e y to 
vex*and weary out a fihfull peopIe*tiil rhey pine 
away in their Calamities*^ 

1 1 1> Sin being removed, though the af ft t&i- 
on fliould not be removed,yct it is fan lifted and 
turned into good, Repentance like the Philafa- 
fhtrsftoW) can turn Iron into Gold, can make 
Goldm AffiiBionu So the trial! of our faith, that 
is, our a ft! i£t ion, is faid to be mwe fvicioix then 
Golds i Pet. 1. 7. Whereas fin remaining is like 
Coprcs which will turn wine or milk into inke* 
It converts the bleffings of God into the provi- 
fions of luft. Cankers learning with pride, and 
wit with prophanenc fle^and wealth with luxury ^ 
like Leaven which turns a very PafTcover into 
pollution* As the b Pearl, which is an Oinam*nt 
to-the woman which wcares it* is a dife&fe to the 
fiftvwhich breeds it : as the fame perfume which 
refrefheth a Bw/e, is mortal! to a Fukure ; as the 
fame pillar & cloud was light to {{rul, but dark 
to f the fame deep a path to ifrael> but a 

grave to *s£gypt : fc the fame ble flings which by 
grace are converted into comfort s a by fin area- 
bufed into difhonourable fervices. Sweet pow- 
1 ders 
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dcrs can make leather an ornament, when the 
Saxies of a plague-fore will render a robe infe- 
ctious. As it was faid of Naamart y llt was a great 
man* an honourable man, a mighty man of war i 
* But be was & Leaper: fo what ever other orna- 
ments a man hath* fin ftains them with the fou- 
led But y that can be brought to deprave the {ai- 
re ft endowments, A learned man^a wealthy man 5 
a wife man,an honourable miw^But £ wicked man. 
This makes all thofe other good things tributa- 
ry unto Satan. 

And therefore as the h gold and filver of the 
C Amanita was to paflfe through the fire before 
it could be ufed by Ifrael : lo all other bleflings 
1 be flowed on men* muft paffe through the fpirit 
of Judgement md burnings through the purifying 
waters of Hepentance^before they can bring ho* 
nourtothe Author, or comfort to the enjoyer 
of them. When Chrift overcome: h Satan, c he l 
taketb ffom him all bi4 armour , and divideth the 
fpoits,Luk*ii.2 i.How doth he divide the fpoils? 
furely he maketh ufe of that wit, wealth* power, 
learning, wifdomc, ir.rerefts> which Satan ufed 
againft Chrifts Kingdome, as inftruments and 
ornaments unto the Gofpel. As when a Ma?a- 
zmc in warrc is taken, the Generall makes ufc of 
thofe anne^ which were provided againfthinv 
for his own fervice. 

And as fin doth thus corrupt bleflings , fo on 
the other fide Repentance doth fweeten Judge- 
ments, and can d turn affli£liqns< into matter of 
comfort. As fcarlct puis Out the teeth of 4 Ser- 
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pentjfo this takes away the fting of a Judgement. 
As wine draweth a nourifhing vertuc from the 
fiefh of Viper s:as hot birds can feed upon Iron, 
& purge their bodies with (wallowing of flones; 
fo repentance ^ though it Ihould not remove a 
Judgement, yet it can feed upon it * and fetch 
meat out of the Eater ^ and out of the ftrong 
fweetnefle. 

There are two Evils in Affli&ions. Their 
thorne in the ftefh,z$ they are matter of paine^ and 
their * fnare to the Confcience y as they arc matter 
of Temptation* As there are two things in a chain 
or fet teethe heavinefje whereby it loads,and the 
hardnejje whereby it gaules. Now as aprifoner, 
though he cannot make his chain Hghter then it 
is } yet by lining it with wool! or other foft 
things 5 he can prevent the galling:fo Repentance 
though it take not away the pain of Af fliition 
from the Jiefh y yet by meekning and humbling 
the foul, with filence and quietneflc to h tear the 
indignation of the Lord^ and accept of the pun /fo- 
ment of fin: it removeth the temptation and ma- 
lignitie of it from the Confcience. And thus as 
^Protagoras by his naturall dcxtcritie ordered the 
burden which he was to bear with moreeafe and 
advantage : fo Pietie makes Judgements, by fpi- 
rituall prudence s more eafie to be born, and the 
light yoke of Chrift, asbladders in a deep water, 
bears up thefpirits of men from finkine, and 
light neth every other burden* And therefore as 
I be in 4 Plutarch faid of the Scytbians y that though 
1 they had no mufick nor Vines amongft them, 

y ct l 
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yet they had Gods : fo what ever other things 
may be wanting to a people, yet if God be their 
God, they are not aeftitute of any happinefle. 
1 Yea as thofe Rofes are ufually fweeteft which 
grow neereft unto ftinking weeds : fo the com- 
forts of Gods Spirit are ftrongeft when a man 
is otherwife perplexed with the greater difficul- 
ties* It was promifed unto Jtfidbjhat he fhould 
die in peace, 2 28. and yet we find that 
he was flain in war. Chap, 35*24, His weeping 
and humiliation altered the very nature of trou- 
ble, and made warre to be peace unto him. 

Now for the Ufc and Application of this 
point 5 This ferveth, firft^toinftrudi us how to 
deprecate Calamities when God fhaketh his 
Rod over us* There b is nothing in all the world 
that God is angry with but fin ; for all other 
things are his own works 5 in the goodneffe of 
which he refted with lingular complacency and 
delight. Sin is that a gain ft which Gods arrows 
are ciireded * and as the arrow fticks in the Butt 
unto which the mark is faftned * fo the judge- 
ments which are {hot at fin ? muft needs light 
upon us unto whom fin cleaveth. The way then 
to divert the arrow is to remove the mark. It is 
truejGod doth fomtimes bring afflictions with- 
out refpe£t to the provocations of fin, upon his 
beft fervants. As, if a man fhould fhape out of 
a maffe of gold fome excellent vefTell, though 
the gold be never fo pure, yet it muft pale 
through the fire and the hammer again. But it 
is certain too> that no affli&ion comes in Anget 

but 
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but with refpe& to fin. And the Angtr of God 
is the bittcreft thing in any Calamine, 

Now for diveruon of this, there is no way 
but to get fin removed. Take the bark from a 
tree,& the fap can never find way to the boughs. 
Sin is the Vehiculum which carries fhariic and 
for row to the fouh Take away that,and a Judge- 
ment hath no Commijstcn. You may find an .Er- 
ror in it 5 if you be not the fame men that you 
were when it i (Tiled forth, for God fhoots no ar- 
rows to hurt the body of his Son, It is true, 
J oh complains that Gadsarrom did flick in him, 
Job 6-4. But thefe were not for * deftruBio^but 
tor trial! : as men fhoot bullets again ft: armour 
of proof, not to hur t it, but to praifc it* Job in 
this cafe was brought forth not as a maiefaBor to 
fuffcr, butasaC^wp/^totriumph* Let a man 
take what courfe he can to keep off Gods judge- 
ments,and hide himfelfin the clofeft p rote £fc ion 
that humane power or policy can contrive^ fo 
long as he keeps his fin within him, Gods ar- 
rows will get through at one b joynt or other. 
A naked man with Innocency , is better armed 
then Golidh inbrafTeer Iron. 

We are apt in our diftrefles to howl, and re- 
pine , to gnaw our tongues y and tea re our flefh 
in the anguifh of our fufferings. Like the filly 
Hart, which runs mourning and bleeding, but 
never thinks of getting out the fatal! dart which 
fticks in his fide. We look * upward to fee whe- 
ther help will drop into our mouthes ; and we 
look dmnmrdy to fee whether humane fuccours 
will 
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will availeus. But we look not inward^io find 
out the a plague of our own hearty that we may be ' iKin^s.js 
rid of that. And till this be done, fin doth as na- 
turally draw and fuck judgements to it 5 as the 
Loadftone doth iron,orTurpcntine fire. Indefa- 
tigable have been the pains of this High Court, 
to make up the breaches that thteaten us^and to 
heal the Land, Whence comes it that our di~ 
ft rations remain un removed ? Certainly our 
leaks are not flopped* our fins are notckrown 
away, wc labour at the pump to get the water 
out, but we do not take care to cure the pafTage 
at which it enters in : wc are old bottles ftill,and 
b Cjod will not put mm wine into old bottles. If men J M ar , ? I7i 
would fpend their murmurings and reproaches 
rather upon their fins then upon their Pby fia'ans^ 
the work would be fooner done. When the 
Temple of God was to be new built, and a pub- 
lick reftitution of the face of things unto glory 
and fplendor was in agitation, the a Prophets call c Ha 
upon Gods people in fpeeiall then to repent. ' 2ac £'M« 
Impenitency puts obftru£Hons to Gods mercy, 
and to all noble enterprifes. So long as our 
lives are as bad as before, how can we expeft 
that our condition fhould be better ?in that cafe 
metcies themfelves become no mercies : as in 
the cafe of Repentance * judgements would be 
no judgements. If we turn from our evill wayes, 
God hath engaged himfelf by a folemn promifc, 
that he mil domnobarm^ jer-2 %*6. Other wife to 
bufie our felves in outward Ceremonies of Re- 
pentance* bodily failing, and verball praying, is 
I c in- 
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indeed but to flatter God, and* if wc coirid^ to 
deceive him* And God will anfwer fuch men 
not according to the prayer of their lips^ but ao 
cording to the Idol of their heart f, Ez«k*l4*4r5* 
Secondly, this teachcthus how topray-againft 
fin. It muft be agamft ^//,and insil refpeSs. In the 
Hebrew tent there is a kind of unufuail tranfpo- 
fition of the words, pp KtBn-Sa* The word Alt 
is fir ft. Me thinks it doth intimate an Intentnefle 
of the Church upon that poipt^to have, if it were 
poflible, all taken away at the vcry-ftrik. If there 
be one leak in a fhip, one gap in a wait, pne gate 
in a Citie unprovided for; it is enough to fink 
a {hip, to drown a Count rey, to betray a Citie. 
Qne littleboy thruft in at a window, can unlock 
the doorc for all the reft of the thecves. It was 
bat one Jonah that raifed a temp eft, but one 
than that troubled a Camp, and one fin general- 
ly un repented of, were enough to undo a King- 
dome. Do not fay it is a little one, and my fouJe 
{hall live* Even the 'Philofophcr tellethm,that 
fometimes £s\m^n ihtyv* are the fmalleft 
errors prove moft dangerous . How little foever 
it be in its own nature , it becomes hainoue by 
thy alkwABce.lt is as much tfeafon to coin pence 
as twenty (hilling pieces, becaufc the Royall aa- 
thoidtieis as much violated by the one as the 
othen 

This then we muft fir ft and principally re mem- 
ber,to let out felves again ft all fin. In C^ejfion 
none to be diffembled,in Supplication none to be 
excepted^ in Cwverfion pone to be refcrved : no- 
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ver give it over fo long as any is left. 0 Lord s yet 
it works, yet it lives* yet it tempts, yet it pains 
me. Sin hath not dbnetf^^gof me, let not 
thy mercy have done forgiving of fin. Sin hath 
not done re foiling in me, let not thy Grace have 
done pbdfsingotCxn* When men kill Snakes or 
Vipersjfo long as they fee them pant,or offer to 
thrttft out a ftmg, they ftrike them ftilL Sin like 
the thief on the Crofife, when it is fa ft nail'd and 
kept from its old tyrannie,yet will, as much ask 
can, revile, and fpirout venome upon Chrift. 
O therefore give it not over,break the legs of it, 
crucifie it clean through, rill it be quite dead. 
None can pray or turn unto God in truth, or 
hope to be delivered from Judgements in Mer- 
cy, fo long as he holds fa ft any known fin. Can 
any man look to receive benefit by the bloud of 
Chrift, who hugs"the villaine that fhed it? Is it 
not treafon knowingly to harbour and entertain 
a Tray tor > Whofoever loves and holds faft fin, 
lies unto God in every prayer that he makes. 

This ferveth to reprove and humble us for 
our hypocrifie and halvings with God in our 
conver lions from fin, and confefltons of it, we 
are willing to pray for the pardon of them *//, 
we would have none hurt us : but when k comes 
to part ing^nd taking all away, this we cannot 
away with. Some are fat, delicate, gokten finnes, 
we would faine fpare thefe, as *S)a»t did Agag y 
and hide them as h Ath&n did bis wedge, offered 
hears John gladly in many things , but if he re- 
ft rain him of his Meridian be tiiuft expeft to be 

E % him- 
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himfelf reft rained ^Agripfa will be atmoftafltri* 
ftian y but altogether may chance bring a chain with 
itt b ]ehu will down with 5^/ and his Pricfts, 
but he knows not how to part with his.C*/LW, 
left he venture his Kingdoms Policy is ever en- 
tring Caveats againft Piety, Thus menbuekjand 
ftand upon abatements with Chrift in the Bar- 
gain of Salvation 5 not con fide ring that the pur- 
chafe of heaven * is like the buying of the Sibyls 
prophecie , the longer we ftand off 5 the dearer 
every day it will coft us 5 the more tears, the 
harder repentancc,the deeper forrow,the ftron- 
ger cries- Thefe men know not the price of a 
ibule,nor the worth of a Saviour- 

O if Chrift fhouid have ferved us To in dying 
for fin y as many of us do fcrvc him in turning 
from fin, what a condition had our fouls been in ? 
If be had dyed for fomc fms,and not for others; 
if he had been unwilling tofave U6 to the uttermofi? 
as we are to ferve him to the uttermoft $ if he 
Pnould have ftopt before he came to Confumma 
tumeft,zn& left any one drop of that bitter Cup 
for us to drink after him, would it not have caw- 
fed our be Uy to fwell, and our thigh to rot y and 
made us for ever uncapable of any other mercy 
then onely a kfie damnation ? 

Well, (beloved,) Chrift. expefreth, that as he 
died /or a// fin, f o we (h ou Id d ie 1 0 d // * he will be 
counted* worthy of all acceptation? before he wil 
beftow himfelf: he will not fuffer his Bloudanc, 
his Mercy to mingle with fin>or to be a prote&i 
on to it ; he cannot endure mingling of the holy 

feed 
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feed with the prophanc : fwearingby God, and 
fwearingby Malcham : Samaritan Serijices^ to be 
for the Lord in one tbing,and for the world and 
flefh in another, one ftep ftraight, and another 
crooked 5 one fpeech Ajhdod^ and another Ca- 
naan • to let our conversation be yea and nay^ a 
mungrill fervicc; * In this I will do as yon bid 
me, But in that I will not -, like the Jem that 
would buy Chriits bloud with money , but not 
take the money into the treafurie ^ they were 
fearful! to defile their Cherts , but not to defile 
their Confciences ; This Chart cannot away 
with. It is dangerous to fay with the h Pharifee y 
This I am not , and that I am not 5 or with the 
* young man^ This and that I have done,and in the 
meane time to have one thing lacking , to have 
one doore locked up- ft ill to keep Chrift and 
faivation from us : whofoever keeps a covetous 
heart for the aWrf, or a fenfuall heart for the 
flefh^or a proud hem for the Devitt> is unworthy 
of Heaven by his own Election, and would not 1 
goe in thither if the doore were wide open : he 
would not find there any fuell for thefe his lurts, 
any AfaW, or Coshi^ or Diotrephes to converfe 
withal]. And fu rely, he that doth any 6 e&ewick- 
ednefle with allowance y in Gods conftrudtion, is kwywlkct 
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habitually guiltie of all, Jam. 2. 10, Luk,i 6\ Io* 
Ezek, 18, 10. 13- 



ex bis qttte do 
muwimptrgtj 
\ quod p Inciter it 
I ajfumtreyqtiod 

dtfplicticrit rcpudiare- Salvlm. dt provide Lb. b Luk i ^- it. £ Mar, i o. 10, jg^i 
Ht-o peuavit ommum reus t$ 3 pecc&ts eon/rn chant at m m qua peneknt omnia \ Aug. £- 
pift-*9. Si pauca pmutacri. circttmf&at m una JdoloUtrm ift , f unam thenfam tra- 
hdt^J&vh t&ticn pUuftrumeftt Tcrtvtl. Wdt Scxa. dc Benefit hb m 4. cap. zf t 17. 



UK y. cap, 1 j. 



Therefore 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



3<> 



MSim.itf.u. 



Jam, 1.8. 
PfalJ 19 104« 
1*8. 



■5* 



Hrf>*4. 
Gcn.17. r. 

iCor. 17. 



ii. 



frftStrm** 



Therefore in this cafe as * Samuel faid to Jeffe y 
Are here all thy children $ if any be left he will not 
fit down till he come. So wemuft conceive in our 
eonfeffions & abrenunciations of fin 5 that Chf ift 
asketh us. Are here all? if any be referved , I will 
not take polfcflion till that be caft out : there 
muft not an h hcofebz left in ts£gypt y i[ God be to 
be fcrved. Gods Law 5 as well as mans, difallows 
Inmates in the fame houfe : he will not endure a 
* divided heart : he is heire of ail things there lies 
no writ ofpdrtitionmhh Inheritance, his Title 
is fo good that he will never yecld to a C&npofiti- 
o*,he will have all the heart or none. 

4- We fhould therefore be exhorted (in time 
of trouble cfpecially) to fet about this great 
work, to fall foule upon our fins, to complaine 
againftthem to God 3 as the Achans that trouble 
Ifrael) as the corrupters and betrayers of out 
peace 3 to let our felves in Gods eye, and not to 
dare to lieuntohis holy Spirit, by falfencfie or 
hypocrifie$as if we could referve any one fin un- 
mortified which he (hould not know of. But be- 
ing in his fight to whom all things are naked and 
optn y to deaf** all fmmtie, and to hate fin even 
as he hates it. 

There are five notable duties whichthefe three 
wotds^Omnem telle iniquitatem^ do lead us unto. 

i .Senfe offing of an heavie burden,as the Pro- 
phet©^iWcakit,Pf4/.38.5.Suchfenfeour Sa- 
viour requires in true penitents, fomtumto me all 
yee that are weary and heavy laden. Mat. \ \ . 2 8. To 
coceive them heavier then a Mi Iftone^Luka 7.*. 

Them 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



upon Hose ah. Chii^-V-i^i, 



31 



Then the weight of a Mwntam^Lvk* 23. 30. 0 
what apprehenfionhad S.Fetm converts of fin ? 
when they felt the nails wherewith they had cru- 
cified Chrift,fticking taft in their own hearts, & 
piercing their fpirits with torment and horror ? 

Oh whatapprehenfions had the poor 
Uylor of his fins 5 wben he c&mtastfrjfoxir before 
his own prifoncrs, fpringing in with monftrous 
amazement,& coftcrnation of fpkity befeeching 
them toteIIhira s wEw* hejhmlddotAH*i6Al.$Q* 

Confider it in its ^to^anllniverfall bruife 
and ficknefs^like thofc difcafes whichPhyficians 
fay are Corruptio totim fubfianti^ from htad to 
foot^Uz* 1 *5>tf.And who doth not feel fuch an U- 
niverfall languor to he an heavie burden ? for a 
man that muft needs labour^ to have weights hung 
at his hands ^ that muft needs walk > to have clogs 
fattened to his feet, how can he choofc but cry 
out with the ApoftIe 5 O >wetchedman that I am y 
who fhaildeiivirrne £Hom* 24, 

Confider it in the farfe that belongs unto it. 
*A Roll written within and without with curfes. 

Look outward, and behold a curfe in the Crct- 
fr^Vanitie, Em p tine fife, Vexation, Difappoint- 
mcnt • every creature armed wit h-a fiing to re- 
venge its Makers quarrel!.'- 

Look inmardySc behold a cur fe in the confeitnte, 
accufing5witnefling 3 codemning 3 halingtothe tri- 
bunal 1 of vengeance; firft defiling with thzsllov- 
ance- y 8c after terrifying with the nmihrancc of fin* 

Look tfpwdr^aud behold a curfe in th^eavem y 
the wrath of God reviakd from thence upon a!I 
unrighteoufnefle. Look 
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Look downwardfinA behold a curfe in the earth y 
Death ready to put a period to all the plea fu res 
of fin, and like a trap-doorc to Jet down into 
Hell, where nothing of fin will remain*, but the 
mrme and the firc-j* 
Look into the Scripture^nd fee the curfe there 
defcribedran everlaftixg hanifhment from the glo- 
ry of Gods pr* fence : an everhfting dttjhuBion by 
the glory of his power, 2 7'hefi 1, p. The Lord 
(hewing the jealou fie of his y*//*Vf,theunfearcha- 
blenefs of hisJiwriw,theunconceivablene(s of 
his ftrengtb} tbcbottomlefs guilt & malignity of 
fin, in the ever tafti ng deftrutfion of ungodly men, 
and in the ezer/afiirig * preferring of them to feelc 
that deftru£Uon:^/jo£#w£^ the power of thine a#- 
S^faith M of es .Even according to thy fearejo is thy 
wrath h . It is impoflible fortha moft trembling 
confciences,or the moft jealous fears of a guiltie 
heart, to look beyond the wrath of God, or to 
conceive more of it then indeed it is- As in peace 
ofconfcience 3 the mercy of God is revealed unto 
beleevers from faith to faith :fc inangui(h of con- 
fcience the wrath of God is revealed/rom fear to fear. 

A timorous man can fancy vaft and terrible 
/^^jfire^wordjtempeftsjWracks^furnaces^cald- 
ing lead, boy ling pitch,runnin^ bell-metall • and 
being kept alive in all thefe to feel their torment : 
But thefe come farre (hort of the wrath of God, 
for fir ft,there are hounds fet to the hurting power 
of a creatare^hc fire can burn,but it canot drown; 
the Serpent can fHng,but he cannot teare in pie- 
ces* i .The fears of the heart are bounded within 

thofc 
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thofcmnow dppnhmjjom which it felf can frame 
of the hurts which may be done But the wrath of 
God proceeds (zomzn Infinite Juftice, and is exe- 
cated by an ornniporent and unbounded power s com* 
prifing all the terror of all other Great ure^ (as ibe 
Sun doth ail other light ) eminently and exceffively 
in it. It burns, and drowns, and rears, and ftings, a 
and bruifes, and con fumes, and can make mture feel 
much more then reafon is able to tomprthem\ 

O if we could lay thefe things fcrioufly to heart 
{2nd yet thefe are but I owe exprcflfions, of t hit — 
which cannot be eKprdTed, and comet h as fhort of 
the truth it ft If as the picture of the San in a table, 
doth of the greatnefifc and brightneffeof it in its 
ovvnOrbc) fhould we not find it neceflary to cry 1 
our, Take away all iniquities this ficknefTe out of my 
foul, this fword, this nayle,tbis poyfoned arrow out 
ofmybearr,this Dagger oi Ehud out of my belly, 
this mil (tone, this Mountain from off my back, 
thefe flings and terrors, thefe flames and Furies 
out of my Cor:fcience ? Lord, my wounds ftinkc, 
my lips quiver, my knees trcmble,my belly rots, I 
am feeble, and broken, and roare, and hcguiihjthy 
wrath lyes hard upon me , and thy waves go over 
my head* 

O if we had but a fievy of fin as it is in its native 
foulmfjey and did feel but a touch of that fury that 
God is ready to powre out upon it, this would 
ftain all the pride of man,and foureall the plcafurcs 
of fin, and make a man as fearful! to meddle withi 
it, as a guilty woman with the bitter water which 
caufcd the Curfe, Moft true was that which Luther 
F fpake 
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fpake in this point* If a man could perfeftly fee 
his own evils, the fight thereof would be a perfeft 
hell unto hitmand this God will bring wicked men 
unto* Repwve tfom^ and fet their [ins in order before 
them 1 PfaL 50. a lt MskL ihem take a view of their 
own hearts and jives, fuller of fins then the Firma- 
ment of liars, or a furnace of /parks. O Confider 
thisyou that forget me^ faith the Lord : left 1 Uarejou 
in petes, And there Le none to Peltier you. 

The fecond dutie is Confejpo^ for he that cries to 
have fin taken away, acknowledged! that it lies up- 
on him. hfuft Cohffkn not of many , but of All 
fins, either aHually committed , or habituaf/y com- 
prifed m our body of fin. * As he in the Comce- 
dian faid, that he had invited two gucfts to dinner 
PbilocrateS) and Pbihcratcs ? a fingle Man , bat a 
double Eater ' So in examination of our fclves we 
fhall everyone find firs enough in himfclfto de- 
nominate him a double and a treble firmer * A free 
Conffjiioxy not as Pharaohs <> extorted upon the 
wrack; nor as that Q$$udas y fquecztd out with an- 
guifh kind horror, but ingenuous and penitent, ari- 
fing from thepurpofe of a pious hearr 5 that cometh 
like water out of a Sfrtng^ with a voluntary free- 
neffe tr.ot like water out of a Stilly which is forced 
with fire- 

The third dutie is tvemneftt and deleft Aiionoi all 
fin/or we call not to have a thing removed till we 
be tie fry o f it. Thus we are taught in the * Scripture, 
to be afhamed, and confounded ; to loath, mi ab- 
hor, to judge ani condemne our fclves 5 to throw 
fin away as a deteftable thing,thoughit be a golden 

or 
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or filver fin- A Spirituall Judgement looks on all 
fin as filthy and * ftinking ; fhcweth a man to him- 
felfasa veffell full of Dung, Scum* Excrements, 
and makes him out of quiet till he be throughly 
purged* For Hatred h^u t* 1 ym, againft the whole 
kind of that which we hare. 

The fourth duric is an acknowledgement of our 
own Impttttcie to remove fin from our fclves, We 
have no more power then a flave in chains hath to 
get out of his bondage till mother ranfome him- 
then a dead body in a grave, till Chrift raife it. Our 
Iniqukie takes hold on us, and keep r m down^ chat we 
cannot hearken or be fubjed to the will of God. 
If fin were not removed by a greater ftrcngth 
then our own, it would moft certainly fink us into 
Hell. 

The faftdutie is an Imploring of Gods mcrcie 
and grace , that whit we cannot do our fclves, he 
would be plcafed to do for us. * In works of Art it 
is hard to build, but eafie to deftroy. But in works 
of fin though Our maknes is able to Commit them, 
yet none but Gods ftwet is able to demolish them. 
* None but Chrtfi is ftrong enough to overcome 
the firong Mm* His Perfon onely hath ftrength 
enougli to l-e/tre the Curfe of fin: His Sacrifice one- 
ly Merit enough to make expiation for fin* His 
Grace onely vertue enough to remove the pol/ution 
of fin-Though we ihouldArfc Nitre and much Sope^ 
our fin would be marked ft ill - but he cometh with 
Refiners Fire and with Fu f !ers Soape 9 and cm wafh 
outall. It was his onely bufinefle of coming into 
ih: worlds T a deflroy the murks of the Devi!!. 

F 2 Now 
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Now the things which we pray for in this Peti- 
tion arc tbcfc three, i. For Rtmifskn^ that God 
would take away the condemnation of fin from us, 
by not imputing the guilt thereof unto us , but 
would caufe it to pafjeover on Chrift,on whom he 
hath kid iht IntymiUfbU people.Such an ExpreP 
fion the Holy Ghoft ufetlbVavn the Lord hath 
caufed thy fm*0 ptfje over from thee to Chrift, 2 
Sam.izti 3. which b^ing obtained all other Judge- 
ments are ipfofaflo removed to, fo far as they im- 
port proper 2nd vindictive punifhmenr. 

Secondly, for Syndication ^ That the vertuc of 
Chrifh Death.and the grace of his Spirit tiny fub- 
due rhe power of fin,^nd cleanfe and ftrcngthen our 
confcicnccs agunft the commands of ir. and tern 
pratio^s unto ir. 

Thirdly,for continued RexevatiofytlMtt in SaA- 
ftification tagun we have power againtt afl kinds of 
fin, (oby the continual! fupplits of the holy Spirit , 
we may have further power againft all degrees and 
remainders of fin. That Chrift would purine our 
finu itodeith,as our ftndidhim,and not give over 
mortifying it, till his blood be revenged of it to the 
uttemoft) and our fouls delivered from ir to the itt : 
te/mofc. 

I {hall conclude the fir ft part of the Petition with 
a fhort word of Exhortation unto this Honorable 
AfTembly- 3 Thofe things which God wrketh in 
us, and beftoweth upon us oy his Grace y he alfo rti 
qnireth of us by his Command: Sometimes he fro- 
mifetb to turn us, fometircics he commmdeth us to 
turn to him : Sometimes he btddnh as put away 

fmne 
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finne^ and fomctimes he pr$mifeth to take it away 
from us. k In the one fhewin r us what is our dutie y 
and in the other where is ouihtlp* And as this lat- 
ter eonfidcration callcth upon our Fmh tQpr&y:$o 
the former upon our obedience to work. I {hall there- 
fore ( Right Honourable ) humbly offer a double 
Exhortation unto all of you. 

Firft> that every one of you would ferioufly en- 
deavour to take sway all iniquity from his own per- 
fori. And unro this there I ieth upon you a double 
Obligation j one with relation to the fafecy of your 
own foulsj for whatever other honour^vcalth^vife- 
dome, lcirninfj intercfta man hath befides, if fin 
have the predominancy, they are but Satans Afdga- 
zinc) and that man his fervant to imploy them 
againft God that gave them: ani the more mercies 
any man hath been trufted witbal s rhc heavier judge* 
ment will be poured out upon the breach of that 
truft ; Better be a mtdtn vejfefi to hold Wine, then 
a Siher veffell to hold Excrements^ better be a Beg- 
gar with the treafure of Gods grace, then a Prince 
with the load of a mam own fins. 

But there is a further tie upon you, with relation 
unto the fucceffe of that Honourable imploy ment 
whereunto you are called. It a nati efiis^ ut bona, mi- 
ll jue vtftrj Ad Rempuh.priheunt* God will be fm- 
£hfied in all thofe that draw necr unto him, as well 
in civilly as ivi [acred Admmiftrations. It is very 
hard for a perfon in whom fin rules, to be conftanc- 
lv faithful! to any public and honorable fervice. 
For Grace ontly ejiablifhttb the heart; Hebr. 1 3. 9. 
Achmphtl^ a man of great vvifdome fals from Dfr 
_ F % v id: 
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R . Aklka in 
pirkc Abotk 



vid: iomh y 2 man of great va bursals from S daman* 
And admit he be faichfull, yet the fin of his heart 
fends out a prohibition to the wifdom of bis head, 
and the labour of his hand; he that will be a fit ve'f- 
fe! for his Maftcrs ufes, muft firft of all purge him- 
felf. 2 Tim. 2. 2 1. As we firft cleanfe a veffell be- 
fore we ufe it. When lojlnm was to negotiate a pub- 
lique Reformatting and to adminifter a publiquc 
fervice, his filthy garment muft be taken from him, 
and he muft be clothed with change of rayment, 
Zach. 1% 4, 7. Let every one of you make his pub- 
liquc fervice one argument more then he had be- 
fore, for h is neceffary reform at ion^and let the piety 
of your lives bear vvitnefle to the integrity of your 
honourable undertakings* 

Secondly, As you muft take away fin from your 
felves, fo make it your principal! work to t4ke amy 
miquhiz cm of the Land • Liberty, Property , Pri- 
vilcdgesare facred and pretious things, not to be 
in the leaft manner betrayed, yea in fome fenfe ive 
may look upon them, as the Jews upon their M#f 
ford, tanquam legu & f let at is feftm* As a fence and 
mound unto Religion it felf« Arbitrary government 
would quickly be tampering in facred things , be- 
caufe corruption in the Church is marvel loufly 
fubfervientand advantagious to corruption in the 
State- But the moft Orient Pearl of this King- 
dome is our Religion^ and the bittere ft enemies u n- 
to that, are our /fa.Thefe are the fnuffes that dim 
our Ctndkftick 5 and threaten the removall of it^ 
thefethe/*w« that dtfi!e our PaJJeovcrs, and urge 
God to p ffe away and depart from us*thefethe 

obftru- 
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ob dmftions between his facred Ma/efty and you, 
and between both, and the happineffeof the King- 
dome. Think ferioully what wayes may be moft 
effe&uall to purge out this leaven out of the Land. 
The principal 1 facrificing knife which kits and mor- 
tifies fin, is the fvvrrf 0/ Gody and the knowledge of 
it. It would have been a great unhappincfle to the 
Common-wealth of Learning 5 if Caligula had ( as 
he endeavoured)deprived the world or the writings 
of Homer ^ Virgt ^and L ivy. But O! what an Egy- 
ptian calamity is it, to have in rhh Sun-lhine of 
the Gofpel^thoufandsof per fans and families (as I 
doubt not but upon enquirk it would appear) 
without the writings of the Prophets and Apo~ 
(lies. A Chriftian fotdditr without his fword, a 
Chriftian luilder without his rule and fquare> a 
Chriftian calling without the inftruments and bal- 
ances of the San&unry belonging to it. O there- 
fore that every Pa rifh had an indowment fie for a 
learned, laborious and worrhy Paftor, and Pa* 
llors worthy of fuch endowments, that provi- 
fion were made that every family might have a 
Bible in ir> and (if by Law it might poffibly be pro- 
cured) the exercifes of Religion therewithal! y this 
would be the fureft Mdgszinc to fecure the hs ppi* 
nelfe of a Kingdome: that all reprcachfull titles, 
which the de vill ufeth as fcarcrows and whiflers to 
keep back company fromprefsing in upon Chrifts 
Kingdome, were by Law proferibed • Thar fctndd- 
lom fins were by the awfulnefleandfeverity of Dip 
c iplinc more blafted and brought to fliame- Thar 
the Lords houfe were more frequented, and his day 

more 
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more fan&ified, and his Ordinance more reveren- I 
ced, and his MinHtcrs, which teach the go$d Icxon*- 
ledge of the Lord^ more encouraged then ever hereto- , 
fore. In one word, that all the (zvctzW fountains of 
the Common-wealth were fetled in a fourd and 
floiirirtimg conftitution* That in every place we 
might fee Piety the Elcne to every Other Vine, the 
fupporter to every other profeffion. Learning ador- 
ned with Piety, and Law adminiftred with Piety, 
and Cmnfels managed with Piety, and TjWercgu- 
lared with Pietie, and the Plow followed witjr Pie- 
ty- That when Afimften fight againft fin, with the i 
fwordof Gods Word, you who are the Nobles 
and Gentry of the Land, would fecond them , and 
frown upon it too ^ a frown of yours may Come- 
times do as much fervice to Chrift, as a Sermon of 
ours. And he cannot but take it very unkindly from 
you,if you will not beftow your cwmemnce on him, 
who b eft owed his blood on you- That you would 
let the ftriftnefle of your lives , and the pietie of 
your examples put wicked nelTe out of countenance, 
and make it appear ( as indeed it is ) a bafe and a 
fordid thing. 

If we would thus fadly fet our felves againft the 
fins of the Land, no power, no malice, no policies 
fhould ftand between us and Gods Mercies • Reli- 
gion would flourish, and peace would fettle, and 
trade would revive, and the hearts of men would 
be re-united, and the Church be as a C ity com- 
pa&ed, and this Nation would continue to be as it 
hath been,like the Garden of Eden y a mirrour of 
profperity andhappinefle to other people^ and God 

wtuld 
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would frexent m inthefecond part of our Petition, 
with the blcfling of gcod/ifjje^s loon as ever hiqut 
ty wererernoved>he would dowgcod^ which is the 
fecond thing here directed to pray for , Receive m 
grAciottfly* 

In the original I it is 51 E np Takegood^ to wif,to 
befiow upon us; fo Taking is fometimes ufed for 
Giving: He received gifts form^n>fo in the Pfalm, 
he gave gifts to men j fo in the Apoftle and it is 
not improbable j that the Prophet here fecretly 
leadctb us to Cbrift the Mediator, who firft recci- 
vcth gifts from his Father, and then pou cth them 
forth upon his Church* AU* 2. 

The meaning then is. Lard when thou haft par- 
donedjWeakned^mortificdfio, go op with thy mer- 
cy* and being in Chrift gracioufly reconciled unto 
us, give further evidence of thy Fatherly affettionj 
bybeftowing portions upai us . They (hall not be 
cjft away upon unthankful! perfons, we will reader 
the Calves cfeur//ps } thcy (bail not be beftotved up- 
on thofe that need them no^or^ that know where 
elfe to provide themfelves. It is true, we have gone 
to the AfTyrian, we have taken our karfes inftead of 
our prdyerfjznd gone about to find out good • wc 
have been fo foolifh as to think that the idols 
which have been beholden ro our own hands for 
any flu pe that is in them,cou1d be infiead of hands, 
and of God unto us 5 to help us in our need • but 
now we know that men of h;gh degree are but a lie^ 
that barfes are but a vanity^ that an idofl is mihiqg^ 
and therefore can give nothing- That power be- 
longeth unto thee, none elfc can do it , That mtrfy 
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belongeth unto thee, none elfe W£ d§ it^ therefore 
fince in thee onely t\iz fathtrkffe find mtrtfa be thou 
plea fed to do us good. 

We will confider the words, firft s abfofotdy^ as a 
fingle prayer by them fe Ives- Secondly, relatively 
in their connexion, and with refpeftto the fcopc of 
the place- 

From the former confident ion , we obferve, 
That all the good rvt tape u from God j he ontly muft 
be fought unto k for « we have none in our fehes 3 1 
know that in me 5 that i% in my fie ft* dmHtth no good*, 
Rom* 7. 18* we can neither * think, nor ipeak, nor 
do it. 

And miffing it in ourfelve^k is all in vain to feek 
for it in things below our felves. 

They can provide for our back and belly (and 
yet not that neither without God : the root out of 
which the fruits of the earth do grow, is above in 
heaven, the Genealogie of Corn 5 and Wfee is re* 
folved into God. Heft- 2. 22*) But if you go to 
your Lands, or Houfefi or Treafuries for phyfick 
for a fick foul, or a guilty con fcience * they will all 
return an Igmtamm to that enquiry, falvattOndoth 
not grow in the furrows of the field 5 neither are 
there in the earth to be found any Mines or harvefts 
of Grace or Comfort. 

In God alone is the *fowtain$f /(ft he that one- 
ly h isgm^ he onely c dot h good $ when we have wea- 
ried our felves with having recourfe to fecond cau* 
(es here at Jaft, like the wandering Dove, we muft 
arrive for reft : %M my mil fay y wh& will (hem ut any 
gmd y Dot fat* liftnf thi light of thy cmn\w*nccufm 
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m y Pfal. 4* 6 • From him alone comts every good 
gift, r* 1 7. whether Temf&rgS y it is his d blef* 
nugthat maketb the creature able to comfort us: 
The woman touched the hem of C I rifts garment, 
but the venue went not out of the garment, but one 
of Chrift* Luke 8. 44. or whether Spiritually fan* 
fied c faculties i fan Aified f h&hits* fcn&tfied g moti- 
9&U gloricus h reUuent y in Predeftination, Adopti- 
on, and Cbriftian Liberty 1 excel lent * gifts* hea- 
venly k tmfirtti all and 1 onely from him- And that 
without change and alteration: he doth not do good 
one while* and evili another, but goodneffe is his 
proper and native operation ^he is cot the Authw 
^/"^that entred by the dtvih He is not the author 
of dtzth, thatentred by fin, and m wr dtfimBhn is 
of cur fchet. An! therefore though the n Prophet 
fay, n there any evM in the City^ which the Lord hath 
not dane> Ycr, he doth it not but on^Iv as it is i>o* 
mum juftiti^good in order to his glory: For it is juft 
with God, that thev who run from the trder of his 
C0mmaxdfi (hould fall under the &dir of his From 
lidence* and doing willingly what he forbids, 
ftiould unwillingly fuffer what he thteatneth* 

In one word, God is the Author of All gotd^ by 
his grace wrhwg it: the Permit ter of all eviS* by 
his pat time enduring ir ; the Order cr and difpofer 
of bath , by his mercy rewarding the one > by his 
jttfttce revenging the other, and by his mfdome di- 
recting both to the ends of his etemall glory* 

This ferveth to difcover the free and fik&okring 
ofGraceinour firft converfio^ and the centinmd 
wwkmg of Grttt in our further fandtification : what- 
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foever is good inus£a£/>0^,as Grace inhering, 
oraSmHy^ Grace working, is from him alone as 
the Author of ir. For though it be certain, that 
when we will and do> our felves are agent% yet it is 
ft ill under and from him, 0 Cerium eft nosfdeere cum 
fAeimusyfid i&efdttt ut faciamm^s the great Cham* 
pion of Grace fpeaketh y by Grace we arc that we 
are, we do what we do is Gods fervice: Veflcls have 
no wine, bags have no money in them 3 but what the 
Merchant putteth in ■ the bowles of the Can d le- 
ft icks had no oyl but that which dropped from the 
Olive branches- 
Other p things which feck no higher perfed ion 
then is to be found within the compafle of their 
own nature^miy by the guidance and adliviiyof 
the fame#<tf0r?, attain thereunto* but man afpiring 
ro a dkmt happinefle , can never attain thereunto 
but by a divide flrcngth : ^ importable it is for any 
man to enj^f God without God. 

The truth of this point fbeweth ir in five grada- 
tions. 

\% By Once q\xv t minds arc enlightened to know 
and belcevchim ; for Spirituall things are fpiritvaUy 
difcttned* 

2. By Gr4:e out c hearts are inctmed to love and 
obey him, for fpirituall things are fpirkually ap- 
proved: Heonely by his Almighty and ineffable 
operation, woiketh in us/ Et veras ReveUthms^ 

3 . By Grsce our u lives are enabled to work what 
our hearts do love, without which, though we 
fhould yet we cannot ferf$rm t no more then 
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die knife which hatha good edge is able actually 
to cur, till mo\ cd by the hand. 

4, By Grace our gooi works are carried on unto 
xperfeUi&n. Aiam wanting the Grace of ferfeve- 
verame, fell from innoancy it felf: r It is not (uf- 
ficient for ns that he prevent and ixciu us to wiii^ 
that he co operate zn&sjjifl us to except he 
cmtinmUy felkw and fapfty us w irh a re ft due of fpirit 
to perfcA and pmjh whzt we fct about- All cur 
works are begun, continued, and ended in him. 

Laftly* By Grace our pcrfeverance is crmnedi for 
our beft Mvo T ks could not endure the trial! of ju- 
ftice, if God fhouM enter into judgement with us- 
Grace embleth us to work, and Grace rmwdetb us 
for workings Grace be^inneth *$ and Grace finifii* 
eth both our frii h and ialvation- The work of hoi i- 
ntffe i5 nothing but Grace^ and the reward of holi- 
nefle is nothing but Grace for Grate. 

Secondly, this teacher h as how to know Good 
from Evil! in our fclves - what we Took on as ?&od s 
we muft fee how we have derived it from God^ the 
more recourfe we have had unto God by prayer, 
and faith, and rtudy of his wil) 5 in the procurement 
of it; the more goodr/effe we fhall find in it. A thing 
done may bogaod in the fuL fiance of the work, and 
yet cviff in the manner of doing it \ as the futjlat.ee 
of a veffell may be filver 7 but the ufe fordid, fob** 
his zeal was rewarded as an z&Qtfaftice, quudfub- 
fi ant tarn opera, and it was punifhed too as an aft of 
policy, quead w§dum y for the perverfe end. A tiling 
which I fee in the night may fhine* and that fhi- 
ning proceed from nothing but rottenneffe. We 

vj ^ ni 11 1 l 


1 Pet.^o. 
Jadc vcr t 

y Vid. A tig, 
EnchtrM cA* 
de grac & lik 

Pero tic accipi- 
am, &cum ac- 
ccpero rurfus 
peto Microti* 
ad Ctcfiphont, 

aPhil.!. 6. 
Heb. ii. 3, 

Phila^i^; 
Hofca>,4. 

I 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



4* 



h J Sam. a r, 7, 
Mantf.io, 

I MatchAirf. 

c Rebus ad ma 
tcndcnttbtii in 
J mo pom tar 
fundament urn 
Ecchfiavero m 
Imo pofta ttn- 
dt m cesium, 
fun damn turn 
erg* noflrum m 
ibi pop tarn tft- 
Aug Enarrat. 
1. in Pfal. 19. 



e I fa. 1, it, 
Exck, 

/Joh.S.44. 



J am, 1. 1 4. 



The firfi Sermm 



muft not meafure our felvcs by the matter of things 
done 2 for there may be b Malum $j>tu in bona mate- 
ria. Vceg prayes, and Herod hears, and H ypecrites 
faft , and Pharifcns preach: but when we would 
know the cgoodnejj't of our works, look to the/w#* 
tdia, whether they proceed from the Father of 
lights,by the fpirit oHove, and the grace of Chrift* 
from bumble, penitent, filiall, heavenly difpoGti* 
ons 5 nothing w ill carry the foul unto God 3 but that 
which co met h from him. Our Communicn with 
the Fatherland the Son, is the triall and foundation 
of all our goodnefle. 

Thirdly 9 This fhotild exceedingly abafe us in our 
own eyes, and flain all the pride, and caft down all 
the Plumes of flefh and blooJ , when we ferioufly 
confider that in us as now <• degenerated from our 
original!, there is nog&od to be found,our c m&e he* 
come water ^ and our Silver d^ejje^s our Sav iour fa ith 
of the devil I • when he lies f he fpeaks it fm 7 of his 
own, fo when we do evil I, we work, de m$ftro y of our 
own, and fecundumhommem y as the Apeftle fpeaks, 
i^iccordmgunto mm^ 1 Cor. 3. 3. Lufts are g our 
QsVHy out very h members to that body ©f fin which 
the 1 Apoftle calleth the old matt y with which it is as 
impofsible to do any good* as for a Toad to {pit 
Cordials- 
Men are apt to glory of their good hearts and 
inrentions,oflely becaufe thev cannot feareh them. 
nr. And being edrndif themfe Ives, tocnter- 

tain none but e&tmU mth»$ of Cods tervice. But if 
they knew the purity and jealoufie of God,and their 
own impotency to anfwer fo holy a wiUjthcy would 
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lay their hands upon their mouthesj and with 
abhor themfefotSy and with Ifaiah > bewail the un* 
cleanneffc of their J fpSj and with Mefes % fear and 
qmkty as not being able to endure the things that are 
commanded* and with f$fhu^ acknowledge that they 
cannot firve Ood^ becaufe he is hdy : they would then 
remember that the Law of God is a Lam of fire 3 
Deur-g 3* 2. and the Inbunallof God, a TnhumU 
of /j^jEzek. r. 27, that the pleading of God with 
finnerf, are inflames offire y Ha. tftf. 1 5,1^. that the 
triallofall our works fhall be by flre y 1 Cor. 3. 13. 
that the God before whom we muft appear, is a 
conj "aming ftrt \ Hebr. 12 - 29 - Go now and bring 
thy ftraw and ftubble, thy drowfie and fluggiih de- 
votion?, thy fickle and flattering reprntancc, thy 
form all and demure fervices unto the fire, to the 
L&w to meafuretbcttUo the fudge tocenfure them; 
nay, now carric them to thine own conscience , and 
tell me whether that will not p2ffe the Fathers ver- 
di& upon them j Scrdet in confpefta fudicis^ quod fnl~ 
get in confptHu operamis^ That which is fair in thine 
cye,i£( filthy in Gods. 

Laftly a this ferveth for Exhortation unto thefe 
particular duties* Firft,untQ P&tiememd meek* 
ndTe under any evill that God may bring uponus^ 
and that not barely, becaufe he doth us good in 
other things^ which was fols argument. Shall rrc re- 
ccivtgood frcm the Lord , and evill ? Job 2. to- 
But further becaufethe very evils that come upon 
us, are oftentimes by him intended forjjW, as Io- 
feph told his brethren, Gen. 50.20* We are not an- 
gry with the * Pby fichn when he launceth, dietcth, 
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and reflrainetb m of our will 5 he denieth m our 
will, that we may have our will: afick man is many 
times moft faithfully ferved , when he is croflcd, L 
lop my trees, bruifc my grape?, grindemy corn, to 
fit it for the ends ^hereunto it tendeth > Gods end 
is merciful! when his is heavy, as lohm Roll 
was, b Sxttt in the mwh hut bitter in the lefty , fo 
troubles maybe bitter to the palate, but profitable 
to the Confcicnee; like hoc fpiccs that bite the 
tongue, but comfort the ftomack. 

And as irdi£tatcth fttiencein fitting ni// 5 fo 
in doing our duties^ though ue c fuffcr contempt and 
reproaches for it.Lfwe were to receive our rewards 
from men , their frowns might difcourage us -'but 
when we have done Gods trlll^ God bimfeff will be 
oummrdy and m ike his promifes a comfort unto 
us. Mofes and Aaron^ though their whole imploy- 
merits were for the good of ifrael^were yet repayed 
with murmuring and difcontent* and the people 
1 ike children, qui tikum [urrunt , fed fientes (to ufc 
the (imilitudcof the Orator in Arifiotte ; repined 
at the food which their prayers obtained for them, 
yet nothing difmayed them fro n their duty.fr/410 
p&^mufragmm tentantur Maria ^ The mman §f Ca- 
naan prayes on when (he is denied* and Jacob holds 
with his hands when his thigh is lamed,* our firft 
care muft be to be in our way , to be doing our du- ! 
tics>and then though (as Solomon fpeaks)we fliould 
meet d l ion in our &a)\ we muft not be difmayed, for 
JitgeliZK ftronger rban Lions ^ and he hath given 
hk Angels charge over us y to bear us in our wayes^Pfal. 
9 1 . 1 1 - Yea, while ft tre art with him , be b:mfelf is 
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, *^ *j, 2 Chron. i j\ i . fo that the way of the Lord 
is the fureft and fafeft walk that any man carv have, 
The way of the hordu firength to the upright* Prov, 

I a* 29* 

Secondly, onto HMwiltty, if thou be a Vcifell of 
geld^nd thy brother but of mod^ be not high mind- 
td* it it* God that m&ktth thee u differ, the more 
bmmty God fhews, the more humility he requires. 
Thofe*> Mines that are ricbeft are deepeft, thofe 
Stars that are hight ft feem fballeft> the goodlieft 
buildings have theloweft foundations y the more 
God honourech men* the more they fhould humble 
themfelves-the more the ft uir,che lower the branch 
on which it grows • pride is ever rhe companion of 
emptinejje 0 how full was the Apoft'e, yet how 
elowe was his language of himfelMf*/! of Saints, 
ld(£ of ApoftleSj chief of finners , no fufficiemy to 
thinks noabilitittto do, all that he is he is by grace$ 
thus Humility reachcth us in oar Operations to draw 
flrwgth from God* not for our felves- in our graces 
to afcribe thcirg^d^ege to God,and their weakneQe 
to our felves. 

Thi dIy,unto Atpendame and continual! recourfe 
to God, as the fountain of all good, to keep an, 
open and an unob (trusted pafTage between him and 
our fouI 5 fay not^ I have light enough in my houfe, 
I may now fiiut np my window?;, for light within 
hath dependmce upon immediate fupplies from the 
Sun without, and fo hath grace upon continual! 
fupplies from the *un*f Righteoufmffe, God teach- 
etheienthe Httsbwdmmto plow andthreft,//^- 
^ 8, % 6. In thefe things his direction is to be im- 

H plored: 
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plorcd: Meddle not then with great and high a£. 
far s, without rccourfe unto him ! His n&mt is Com® ■ 
fe$w y and his tefiimomes are C^mfeUor^ltt them be 
the rule and fquare of nil your debates. It is * re- 
corded for the hor>our of Scipio y thit he went firft to 
the Cafhoff y and then to the Sen&te. But you have 
more noble examples- b David is put to flight, he 
flics and prayes : Ezekiab is at a fland in all his 
Conn fc Is, he fends to the Prophet and frayes : febo- 
f if hat is in great diftrefTe , and knows not what in 
the world to do> but he prayes : Nehemiah is fore 
afraid^ and hath a Petition to make to the King^ut 
fir ft he make* one to God^nd fnytt: when ever the 
children are come ro the birch, and there is no 
ftrengtb to br ing foith 3 all the world cannot furnifli 
you with fuch another Midwife as prayer 3 and rc- 
courfe to God 5 it hath delivered even graves of 
their dead* Therefore let mebefeech you,whe& ever 
you meet with fuch dif6culties as put you to a 
ftand, that you know not what to advife orrefolvc 
upon* go to your Cloflets^ proftrate your felves at 
his Throne* whofe honour it is to be feen in tht 
Mount ^ begge coucifell of him in whom are hid all 
the Treafures of wifdome and knowledge. Let it 
appear that you feck his face to dircS you 7 and Mr 
giotyte the frprejme end and defigne of ail your 
confutations^ nd then try whether he be not a pre* 
fent help in trouble, and whether he will not mag- 
aide the mfdmt of his Counfell in the ftrphxuh 
of yours. 

Fourthly, unto fidelity^ in the ufe of any good 
which God beftows upon us 5 for God gives not 
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talents ro men barely to enrich men, but to imply 
them } therefore as the VeflcJl hath one paffoge to 
let the Wine inro it fclf > and another ro poure it 
out into the Flagon s fo we fhould not oncly fill 
o^rfclves bydependance upon God , but fliould 
fupply our Iclvcs by love and fcrvice unto our bre- 
thren. 

Right Honorable, This Nit ion hath put into 
your hands all that is outwardly deare unto them, 
theirperfons, po fieri: ies IibertiV,cfhte5 $ In tbefc 
fad and tvoful] diftra£tions 3 they look upon you as 
binders } and healer^ and flinders in the gap, and re~ 
p&yrers of t he waft- places ,God hath called you unto 
a.i high and a great truft * and the fad di tempers of 
the Church and Stare, the diftreffes and defolrn- 
ons of Ireland, the doubts and fears, the fliiverinrs 
and con vul {ions of England , and in thefc two the 
inter* ft *f AH the P 'rot eft ant churches call upon ycu, 
like the man of Macedonia in Saint Pauls vifion, 
A8. if. ?* Come and help m m Now in this great 
ftrait,vvhen the children are come to the birth, and 
there is no ftreogch to bring forth.ftir up the graces 
of God in you, call together all that is within you 
to call upon hU name, improve rhe uttertnoftof 
your interefts in him for the State of his Church, 
maenage every one of his gifts to the clofing of 
thofe miserable breaches which threaten an in un- 
ci rtion of calamine upon us all* wi/dom 5 and learn- 
ing, and pietie,and prudence, are healing tkmmi 
Rernemter ( and O that God would put into the 
hearts of this whale Kingdom, from the Throne to 
the tlm to remember ) the fate of a di? ided King 
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ddmefrom the meuth of truth it (elf • O that we 
would all remember thar mifunderftandings^ and 
jealoufies* and divifions of heart are an high evi- 
dence of Gods difpleafure* and that through the 
wrath of the L4rk$fHQ$$<>aLdnd u darkntd* and as it 
were infatuated, when Mandfje u againft Epb/aim y 
and Efhraimagunfi ManaJJe^ md every man eateth 
the fiejhef his own A?me. Ifa.7.^3 i» O let us all re- 
member what it coft Shechem and Abimekch y what 
it coil Bi^jdmm^md the other Tribes, even the 
lofTe of thrcefcore and five thoufand men: remem- 
ber Priamm and his children will laugh 5 Babylon 
will clap their hands and wag their head ; no fuch 
time for Shtfbak the Egyptian to trouble Jerufa- 
lem 3 as when Ifrael is divided* 2 Chron. 12. 2 . Let 
it never be laid of Gods own people ? that they are 
fallen into the curfe of Midianites > and Ammo- 
riresyind Edomites 3 and Philiftines to help forward 
thedeftru&ionofone another. O that God would 
give this whole Nation hearts toconfider thefe 
things 3 that he would put a fpirit of peace and re* 
folved unity into the minds of this whole people, 
to be true to their own happincflTe 3 and by how 
much the greater are the fubtilties of men to divide 
them, to be (o much the more firmly united in 
prayers to God , and in concord between them- 
felves s that they may not expofe their perfon^ 
eftates^ pofterities , and (which is deareft of all) 
their Religion* to the craftie and bloadic advanta- 
ges of the enemies of the Proteftant Churches* 
who in humane view could have no way to over- 
throw theirs but by their own dijfentiom. 

I 
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I have done with this point , and ftiall conclude 
all with a very few words of the next, \yhich is 
drawn from the fcope and connexion of the prayer 
fuggefted, to the judgement threarned, It is this. 

when temporal judgements art felt or feared^ Gods 
people jhotild pray for fptrituall mercies $ Humane 
forrows cannot overcome wheru the joy of the 
Lord is our ftrengrh. Thus the Lord feems to 
have taught his ApoftIe,he was under fomepreffing 
difcomforr, the meflenger of Satan fent to buffet 
him; he prayes for particular deliverance, and God 
an fivers him nm ad voluntas em fed ad utiUmem^ im- 
plying a direction unto all fuch prayers, My grace 
u fufftcient for thee^ 2 Cor. 1 2 ,p> When thou feeleft 
a thorn in thy flefh, pray for grace in thy heart, the 
buffets of Satan cannot^urt , where the grace of 
God doth fuffice; fo hedire&eth in time of plague 5 
and famine, to pray, and to fcek his face, 2 Cbron.j. 
14. to look more afrer his favour than our own eafe y 
10 be more felicitous for the recovering of his 
Love, then for the removing of his Rod. This is a 
true chara&er of a filial! difpofition* In the may of 
thy judgements , even in that way , wherein wicked 
men fling thee off, and give rhee over 3 and quarrel I 
with thee, and repine againft thee, even in the way 
of thy judgements dam wait for tkee, and the defire 
of our foul is more to thy Name^ than to cur own de- 
liverance, /fa. 26. 8. true Difciples follow Chrift, 
more for his Voftrtne than his loave^ and are wil- 
ling to choofe rather affliction than iniquity. 

The grace and favour of God is ///>, VfaL 50- 5* 
letter than life^ FftL £3.3. and therefore muft needs 
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be the moftfoveraigne Antidote to prcfcrve,and to 
bear up the foul above all other difcomforr^wherc- 
il if he be argry, no other hel^s are able to releeve 
us. Braf&and Iron can fence me again ft a Bullet or 
aSword>bat if i were to becaft into a furnace of 
fire, it would help to torment rne > if into a pit of 
water, it would help to fink me : Now our God is 
a consuming fire x md his breath a ftre<tme of lrim{io&£+ 
Humane plaifU ncan never cure the wounds which 
God makes ; where he is the S miter,he muft be the 
Hcakrtoo. Hof. 6* i- All the Candles in a Coun* 
trey are not able to make day there, till the Sun 
come* and all the contents of the world are not ab'e 
to make comfort to the foul* till the Sun of Rights* 
oufneffe arifewithhealitig w buwwgs. In a Mine^ if 
a damp come, it is in vain to truft to your lights, 
they will burn blew, and dim me, and at laft vamfh 5 
you muft make hafte to be drawn upward if you 
will be fafe. When God ftiarpneth an affii&ion 
wirh his difpleafure > it is vain to truft to worldly 
fuccours, your de fires and affections muft be on 
things &b&ve y if yon will be relieved .There is no re- 
medies no refuge from Gods mgt/tj but to Gods 
grace t blood- letting * is a cure of bleeding , and a 
burne a cure agsinft a burne^and running into God 
is the way to efcape him, as to clofc and get in with 
him tint would ftrike y< .Ai s doth avoid the blow. In i 
a tempeft at Sea, it is very dangerous to ftrike to 
thefhore,thefafcft wav is to have Sca-roome, and 
to keep in the Mamftill: there is no landing again ft 
any tempeft of Gods judgements at any fhore of 
world I y or car nail policies, but the way is to keep 
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with him ftill 5 if he be with us in the Ship, the 
winds and the Sea will at laft be rebuked. 

This thenihould fcrvc to humble us for our car- 
naS prayers in times of judgement^ fudh as the hun- 
gry Kaveo, or the dry and gaping earth make^when 
we affmkle our fdvts for corn md wine % for peace 
and lafrty> and be in tfcr mean time careleflfe whe- 
ther God receive us gracioufly or no* God much 
complains ofir,whcn he flew Ifrae!, the rack made 
bim rodre^ the rod made him fiatttr^ but all was to 
be rid of afflidioa : I t was the prayer oinatun for 
tafe> not of t he Spirit for grace* for t heir hem wm 
mt rights Pfal. 78- 34^ 37. The like he complains 
of after the Captiviry-tbey fafted and prayed in the 
fifth womb (wherein the City and Temple had bin 
burned) and in the ftvexth mmcth ( wherein Oede- 
liah had been fla inland the remnant carried captive) 
but they did it not out of finctrttie toward God> 
but out ofpolicie for them fe Ives 5 and this he prove s 
by rheir behaviour after their return. If you had in- 
deed fought me D you wmldh$ve rtmtmhred thewGrds 
ufthe Prophets ^when ^erufdtm was inhalited ltf§re % 
and being returned, wou ] d now have put them to 
pra£tife. But Jerufilem inhabited after rhe Capti- 
vities is juft like Je ufalcm inhabited lefore the Ca* 
ptivitie* fo that from hence it appears,that all their 
weeping and feparating wis not for pious > but po- 
litique reafons j. ^6* Afld there is nothing 
under heaven more hatefull, or more reproachful! 
unto God, then to make Relighn ferve $$rm. to have 
fifty lacquey and dance attendance>and be a drudge, 
and groom to pf iv^u cnds> to mike it a cloak to 
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licjy a varnifh to rotten wood,filver,droffe to a bro- j 
ken Potfheard. 

0 then, when we weep and feparate our felves, 
let us not think to mock Cod with empty emmonus 
of Repent ance ? let us not affemble out felves* onely 
to flatter away the rod from our back > and to get 
peace and fecurity to our own perfons, and then let 
the favour of God , the power of his Grace, the 
comforts of his Spirit be as unrf garded as before: 
fas if we failed and prayed oncly for our backs and 
bellies , not for our Confciemisov conventions^ 
for be we well ^ffured , he who doth not aske the 
things which he oughts dial J not obtain the things 
which he asks : fueh a prayer begs nothing but a de- 
niall. 

We have now many fafts together } prayed for 
making up our breaches for repairing our ruines, 
for computing our diftra&ions, for reducing this 
Kingdom unto an hippy conftirution, for a right 
undcrftaoding between the King and his great 
CounfelL Theft prayers we have not found yet re- 
turn like N'oahs Dove^withan Olive branch* a gra- 
cious anfwer unco us again. What's the reafon? 
Where's the obftru&ion ? Is not he a God that 
heareth prayers ? Is it not his Title? doth he not 
glory in ite Certainly mercies flop not at God, but 
at us. we &nn§t$r&itmiin him^ but in §ur own bow- 
els : Tf there come but a little light into a room^the 
defe&isnot in the Sun, but in the narrownefle of 
the window* if a veifell fill but flowly, the fault is 
nor ^nyemptinefll in the Fountain but the fmall- 
ncfle of the pipe- If mercies ripen flowly, or flop it 

tlx ly 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



vpen Ho s e A H; Ch.i^V \l^2* 

any time in the way, it is not beeaufc they arc un- 
willing to eometouSj but becaufe we are unfit to 
enjoy them. Our prayers doubtlefle,in many of us 3 
have not been words taken from him } but from our 
own carnall dictates* 

We would fain have things well in our Coun- 
trey> but have we hitherto looked after our confer- 
ences? rhediftra#ions without us 3 have they dri- 
ven us to confider the diftemperswirhin, or to de- 
fire the things above? The unfetlednefle of peace in 
theKingdomCs hath it awakened ustofecue our 
peace with Go J? We would fiin have better tinrtes 5 
but hive we yet laboured for better hearts ? we 
wonld fain have a right nnderflanding be" ween the 
King and his great Councell, but have we ycr f idly 
fet about it, to h<i ve a more clear and freet Com- 
munion bet Teen us and out God ? we long to fee 
more ?no i Uws ? bur are we yet come to t he care of 
good 1 ves? Evt ry one cries OUPffifo tviff (hew a* an) 
good> but how few think on the light of Gods coun- 
tenance > 

Hence, hence (Beloved ) i<; the mifcariage of all 
our Prayers. Ifwewou!d/>e£ Gukkin^dom^ we are 
p-omifed othtr thing* by way of overplus and Ac- 
cefmn* a* he that buyerh a Treafury of Jewels hath 
the Cabinet into the Birg,rin, But when we place 
our Kingdom in f urwardcomforts»and let wrtUi* 
ly head fbut our all the other five Per it ions out of 
out prayers $ no wonder if the promt fes of this life 7 
which are annexed untofodlmefle^do not anfwer 
thofe Prayers wherein gpdlinejje is negle&ed. It 
were prepufterous to begin the building of an 
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houfe at rhe Roof and not at the Foundation. Piety 
is the foundation of profperitie* If you would have 
your children like plants awl like policed fiones^your 
Garners ft*U-> jwr Cattell plenteous^ no complaining in 
yourftreets *.If you would have the Kino happy^and 
the Church happy, and the State happy, and peace 
and profperitic flourifti again. Let our chief prayer 
be, Lord nuke us a happy people by being God. 
Give us thy felf> thy grace, thy favour, give us re- 
newed heart s 3 and reformed lives $ let nor our fins 
confure,aad outcry, and belie our prayers,and pray 
them back again without an Anfwcr;And when 
we feck thee and thy Chnft above all,wc know that 
with him rhou wilt freely give us all other things. 
The fpintuall good things which we beg, will ei- 
ther remove, or flicker and defend us from the out- 
ward evil! things which we fuffer. 

Secondly, this ferveth for an inftru£Uon unto us 
touching a fan&ified life of Gods judgements, or 
thrcatnings; when we ham obedience (z$ Chrift did) 
by the things which irefuffer^ He&r* 5 .3* when **dn?**T* 
are that we are chaftened and taught toge- 

ther, PfaL 1 2. when fuffcrings do quicken fpi- 
riruall defires 5 and the more troubles we find in our 
way> the more love we have to our Coumrey : when 
we can fay, all this is cmt upon mi andyet we have not 
forgotten thee y PfaL 44. 17, 1 8 ♦ when we can ferve 
God as well in plowing and breaking the cUds , as in 
treading out the Corn y Hof. 1 0, it. When with ^0* 
nah we can delight in him even in the Whales bel 
ly, and fufflr not our love of him to be quenched 
with all the waters of the Sea. When we can truly 
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fay to him $ Lord love rac^ and then do what thou 
wilt unto me > let me feel thy rod, rather then for- 
frit thine ajfeBion : when we can look through the 
Anger of his chaftifements unto the Beauty of his 
Commands^nd to the fiveetnefle of his loving coun- 
tenance, as by a Rain- bo we we fee the beauufull 
Im^ge of the Suns-light in the middeft of a dark! 
and water ifh Cloud .* when by how much the Fkfb 
is the fuller of fdin, by fo much friers are fuller of 
ffirit ; by how much the heavier arc our earthly fuf- 
i feriags^ by fo much the ft ranger are our heavenly de- 
fires: when God threatneth funifhmer*t? * and we 
pray for grace jhis 11 a iantf ified ufe of Gods judge- 
ments- And this we ftiouldall be exhorted unto in 
thefe times ofdiftra&ion, to make it the principal! 
argument ofour Prayers and ftudie ofnur lives, to 
obtain fpirituall good things ; and the Jefle comfort 
we find in the world to be the more importunate 
for the comforts of God, that by them we may in- 
courage our feJve^ as David did in his calamity at 
Zighg^ 1 Sam. 50- tft when the City Shechem wis 
beaten down to the ground, then the men and wo- 
men fled to the ftrong Tower and fnut that upon 
them, fudg. 9 . 5 1 * The name if the Lord is a firmg 
Tmer % the Righteou* file toil And Art f+e y Pro v. 1 8. 
18. . 

Herein we fhall nitre honour God when we fet him 
up in our hearts as our fear and treafure^ and mcurne 
more towards him » then for the mifenes we feel, 
zndfufpiremoie after him>thcn all the outward con- 
tentment which we want. 

Herein wc fhall more exercift Repentance , for it 

I 2 is 
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is worldly farrow which dioopeth under the pain of 
thepfa but godly ferrcw is mo ft of all affe&cd with 

the Anger of God* 

Herein weihillrnare prevail with God>xhe more 
keaver/ly the matters of our prayer are , the more 
prevalent they mi) ft needs be with an heavenly Fa- 
thtr * we have five fpirituall petitions unto one for 
bread, the more finable our prayers are to Gods m& 9 
the more eafie acceflc they will bare to his eare. 
The Covenant of grace turns precepts into prom?fes 9 
and the fpirit of grace turns precepts and prormies 
into prayers. It is not Gods wfflt hat we fhould live 
without affliftiors, but ourfanBificatMn $s Gtds mS 7 
i Thef*^ 3 • The more prayers proceed from love y 
the more acceptable to the God of hvc-> nnw prayer 
againft judgements proceed from \ft&r% but prayer 
for grace and favour proceed from love. 

Lafily thereby we fhail more lemfit our fehes y 
Gods grace is much better then our own eafe, it 
gives VLsmeekneffe to fubmit,It gives us ftremgtb to 
bear, It gives us wifedome to benefit by our afflicti- 
ons- 

Gods favour is much better then our own eafc 
andisarecompcncefor fufferings beyond all their 
evils. A man would be contented to be loaded 
with gold, fo he might have it for the bearing, 
though it be heavy^ yet it hpreticm , and Gods fa- 
vour turns affliction into gold, If ke gives quietnes^ 
nothing can give trouble^ lob 34, 29. and if he keep 
back his grace and favour, nothing cyi give peace* 
neither wealth , nor honours, nor pleafurcs , nor 
Crowns, nor all the world, with the fttl*eff'e 7 or ra» 
_ ther 
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ther the emptinejje there of, nor can do us any good 
at all. Any thing which will confift with theraigne 
of fuft 3 with the guilt of fin, with the curfe of the 
Law, with the wrath of God,with horrors of con- 
fcience,and with the damnation of Hell is too bafe 
to be called the good of man. To do judgment ^ to 
love mercy 5 and watk humhlj with <3od > this is bmum 
h&minisi the good of man, *Mtch% 6 .8 . w/iw God> 
to keep hu Cmtmandmmts^ this is ftttfftf* hominh the 
wholj cnd a and bappisefle of man, £<r*/ff -12.13. 

O then ffetRemiflion and Removall of fin, get 
this tanumbmirAy the oyl of grace in your Lamps ? 
-the peace of God in your hearts* the ftreames of 
the Rivers of God in your confeiences , and then, 
though the earth be moved , and the mountains 
(hake, and the waters roare, what ever diftradUons, 
whatever delations happen, Impavidw* ferient 
r*in& 1 thou (halt find a Chamber in Gods frovi- 
devcii a refuge in his promifes, a Pavilion in the f tcret 
of his prefenct toprotefl and to comfort thee above 
them all* 
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THE 

SECOND SERMON 

Upon HoSEAH, Ch, 14, Ver.*, 

H0S.14.2.3. 

So HpsH we render the Calves of mr lips* 

3 Jsjhur (hall not /ave we will not ride upon 
borfes y neither wtll we fay to the wor% of our 
hdnis^ye 4reourgods 7 ($rc m 

^5^^^N the whole Context we have before 
p5| S obferved two general I parts. Ifraels 
S£p p r4 J* r * 2nd Ifraels promife. The Prayer 
^^^^^ we have handled, and do now proceed 
unto the promifc, wherein are ^ things 
to be eonfidered. 1* The covenant it felf. 2. The 
ground upon which they make it, Gods mercy to th t 
fathtrteffe* Firftthen of the Coven&ffly wherein they 
promile two things^ 1. Tbanlefgivwg for Gods 
1 hearing and Anfweringof their prayers. 2, A fpc* 
eiall aire for Amendment of their Jives. 

we wit render the* Calves of mr lip<\ The Apoftle 
out of the Septuagint reades ixjtht * fruit of oar lips. 
Heb* 1 ty. It is the ufe of the Scripture tode- 
fcribe fpirituall duties by expreflions drawn from 
Ceremonies and ufages under the Law* as Repentance 
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is called mjbi#g> ifa.iA 6* and Prayer 0 ince#fe.J*faL 
1 41 .2 < Rev* 5.8* and the b Rigmeoufmffe of Saints, 
Jfw linen (being an allulion to the garments of the 
Priefts) dev. if. 8* 2nd c c6rifi an Alter \ whereby 
both our perfom^ and ferviccs are fan^ificd, and ac- 
cepted* 13. io-^^-ii-i- 1 Ptt.i.^* //i. jtf. 
7, Thus here, the fpirituall facrifices of praifeztc 
called Calves to fhevv the i^rf of all facrifices which 
were d ordained for theftirring up of fpirituall af- 
fections, and praifes unto God,and alfoto intimate 
the vanitte of Ceremmiall without Reall ferviees. 
The Beaft on the Altar was but a Carnally but the 
faith of the Heart, and the confeflion of the mouth 
was a ReafonaLle facrifice* No point more infilled 
on ih the Prophets then this, /fa, r , 1 5 . Mich, 
7^ 8. Amos 4.4*$. 5-2 1. -PyV.50.i3, 15. 59-30* 
3!. &c. They had itklatrwfly difhonoured God 
with their Calves o f Dan and Bethel , and they had 
carmUy and fuperftiuoufly placed all worftiip and 
holinefle in the Calves of the Altar : but now they 
refolveto worfhipGod neither politiqutly , after 
humane inventions s nor flvfunUmly \ with meere 
outward ceremonies, but fpmtml/y y md from in* 
ward affections* For the lips are moved by the 
heart- 
Now TlmJifgivmg is further called the Calves 
or facrifices of the //pr 5 to intimare> that after all 
Gods rich mercies unto us 5 in pardoning our fins, 
and in multiplying his grace, and fpirituall com- 
forts upon us, wc, like Beggars, have nothing to re- 
turn but the bare acknowledgements and praifes of 
our lips, mrds far nonden^\x\d thofc words too 

his 

" r» \>*** 


b Rcv.3, 18, 

Exod, 28.2. 
Zach. 3. 4, 
PfaUf-S. 
e Vid Reynold 
Confi.nnce 
yeith Hwt.cap. 

Aqvtn- in Heb, 
13* 

Kabmtes *Al~ 
tan- Corpus 
videlicet Cbrt* 
$i*Rcfycb* in 
Uvit. 4. 
&Vid. TcrtuU 
tenlr* fedtvs- 
cap, 6 . & de 

Aug.dc civ -Del 
lii io,ca* 5. ^ 
fyift, 4?. 

I 
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The fecond Sermon 




his own gifts, we cannot render them tt> hina 3 before 
we have received them from ! im. Ffal* ti6*i 2^13 « 
Matth* it, 34. 1 Chrm* 29 . 16* 
Jfjhurftnil not fate ^Unto the general I con^ef- 
on of fin intimated id thcfe words. Takeaway A {I 
Iniquities here is added a particular dcteftation of 
t heir fpeaa/f fms 7 with a Covenant to forfake them, 
left waxing wanton with pardon and grace, they 
fhould rehpfc into them again. The fumme is to 
confcfle the vanit ie of carnall confidence^ bet^kirg it 
felf to the aid of me^to cbe ftrcngthof he feiyto the 
fup-rfttfionof /do& for fafety anddelnennce, All 
which rhcy a*e now at laft by their experience^ anu 
bytneir Rtpntnce taught to abandon, as iliirgs 
which in. eeJ cannot, and therefore they are rcibl- 
ved fh^Il not Ave them. 

By the ^*ff\ria/, is here intimated AH. Hi mane 
fuccour procure! by fintuH correfpondence, by a 
Synecdoche o{ the p^rr for the wbo;e# B ar he is par- 
ticularly mentioned, 1- Becaufe be \v*s the c&ieft 
Monarch of the world, to {hew> that rhe prcateft 
worldly fuccoursare va i n > whe ) thevarcrrl cd up* 
on withour, or againft God. 2* Becaufe the Scrip* 
ture takes notice often of it as their particular (m % 
the fending unto,rf !y ins; upon, and paying tribute 
unto him for aid and afliftance* 5 • 1 3 , 7- n. 
ii.i, 2 Reg** 5. *9»2o- 3 Becaufe inftead of frclp* 
he did greatly 'affliff them. Their flying to him 
was like a birds flying into a fnare^orn fifbe^ avoid- 
ing the pole wherewith the wafer is troubled y by 
fwimming into the net. 2 Xeg.15.29* Hof t j^^ w 
By Worfes we are to under ft and the military pre* 

parations 
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parations and provifions which they made for 
tftemfelves, both at home 3 and from jEgypc, 2 
Chron* i,i6jfa t % t,i. 

By the mrk of their Hands are meant their idols 
which were beholding ro their hands for any fhapc 
or beauty that was in them. The fame hands which 
formed them> were afterwards lifted up in worfhip 
unto them* //tf.44^0.17* 46.61/.$. 5^ er,IO# 3 1 5- 
6* zo* A&. 1 9. 26. Time was when we find thefe 
are our gods which brought m up out of Egypt 1 Exod* 
32,4-1 King. 1 2.28. but now We will mfayfoany 
morefov how can a man be tlx? maker of his Maker ? 

Fn in thee the father lefje findeth mercy.*] This is 
the ground of their petition for pardon and grace^ 
and of their pramife of praifes and Amendment^ 
Gods mercy in hearing the prayers > and in ena- 
bling the performances of his people- It isaUHtfte 
phr drawn from orphans in their minorkie, who 
are 1 Definite of wtfdome and abilities ro help 
rhcmfelvcs* 2 Expdfed ro violence and injuries. 3 
Committed (or rhatrcafon to the care of Tutors 
and Guardians to govern and prore& them. The 
Church here acknowledged her felf an flvt-r */7,de- 
ftitute of all wifdomc and ftrcngrh within , of all 
fuccour and ftrpporr from without, and therefore 
betikethher felf folely unto Gods tuitim % whofe 
mercy can and ufeth to help when all other help 
fails. 

This is the Iaft Link of that golden Chain of Re- 
pentance made up oft hefe gradations • 1 An hum- 
ble Addreffe unto God* 2 A penitent confeffion of 
fin. 3 An eatneft petition againft it* 4 An impctta- 

K tion 
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a Vifitabc fopcy 
omnes popuios 
marcumctf&s 
Vcrfio Chald. 

i?7* ray 7^ 

Scptuag- 
* Hcrodot. I 2. 
Artapanns 
a pud Eufefchdc 
pr^parae, E- 

Or%, in Rem 
lib. 2. cap, i. 
Cyprian, de 
rstione Cir- 
c iim cif. CI cm. 
Alex- Srrom. 
t.r. Picrii Hie- 
: re glyph \K 6. 
Perer.in Gen. 
»7,l?. VaUef 
Sacra phi- 
lofophia. 



'■7ifo ficond Sermon 



tion of grace and favour* 5 Thankfgiving for fo 
great benefits- 6 A Covenant of new obedience, 
and laftly, a confidence and quiet repofe in God. 

Let us now con fider what ufefuli obfer various 
the words thus opened will afford unto us- And one 
main point may be collected from the general! 
(cope of the place. We fee after they have petiti- 
oned for pardon andgrac.e> theythen reftipvlate and 
undertake ro perform duties of thaxjtfkteejfe and 
obedie&ce* 

True penitents in their conversion from fin, and 
humiliations for it, do notOT\t\y pray unto God for 
mercy 5 but do further Covenant ro expreffe the 
fruits of thofe mercies in a thankfull and obedient 
con ver fat ion* When fir ft we are admitted into the 
familie and houihold of God, we enter into a C&vt~ 
I nant. Therefore Cmumcifio^whtrtby the children 
of the lews were firft fealtd and feparated for God, 
is called His Covenant^ Gen. 17*13. becaufe therein 
God did covenant to own them> and rhey did in the 
fgurt covenant to mortifie luft , and to ferve him, 
without which they were in his fight but uacircum- 
fifed {kill * I will punifh faith the Lord dtt theft that 
are circ umtt fed in uncsreumcifitm (fo the original] 
runs, ler, p. 2 5.) and the Nations there mentioned 
with ludafry who are fa id to be uncircumcifed % did 
yet * ufe circumcifion as t he Learned have obferved, 
but being out otc&vett&ht with God it is accounted 
ro them as uncircumcifion, and fo was that of the 
Jews too when they did break Cwtmnt with God- 
Romany 2$ m AB.j^u And as the Gmtiles being 
converted are called I ems ,and faid iolehrn w$ion y 

GaL 
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(74/, (5* i tf. i Cor. i a. i - PfdL 87- 4> 5* So the few 
living tmpenircntly are called* GeM/tc^CamnkcSy 
Amorites, Hittites, Ethiopians, Sodomites. Ezek. 
16. %.Hvf. 11. Arms 3.7.^*1*10. In like man- 
ner Buftifme among ft Chriftians h called by the 
Apoftle *m*J*« iwpmt** * which the Lear* 
ned interpret die Anfmr or Cmtmnt of keeping 
a good confaienee towards God. u Pet. 3. 2 t, the 
word fig «i Set ha ^//wor lnttrr$g*tim^ which 
fome would have to be the confcienccs making in * 
terpellation for it felf to God^ others to be as much 
as cfaj^i* ? the txfmimng of a mars felf 5 like that 
before the Lords Supper, 1 Corinth. 11,28- I ra- 
ther take it as an Alkjiw to the manner of lobns 
Bdptifme 9 wherein the people firft confejjedymd con- 
fequently renounced finne* and being taken into 
Chrifts fervice * or into that Kingdome of God 
which was at hand>did inquire after the work which 
they were to do. And we find the fame word in 
Lufa^ cap* ^,10. which the Apoftle Peter ufeth, 
*^7fl#«^, The people diked him f&ym^ nhatfhdl! 
m do? whereby is intimated, An engaging of them- 
felves by afolemne promifc and undertakings to the 
pra&ifeofthat Repentdnce unto which l*hn bapti- 
zed them. * Whence arofe that grave form of the 
Ancient Churches* wherein jjteefttws were pro- 
pofed totheperfon hptized touching his faith* and 

ci.14. 8c lib dc Idololatria, Apol.cj S + Interrogacjo 1 equina & Ecclefia 
a pud Cyprian, cp.7 S . & ib.ep 7<>» &7£, Saltan* \16* cod- de Epifcop 
Se&. t.Yid Danarumin Aug Enchirid; cap. 4** & BriiFcn*L. Dom 
Jofcph.vfcccomit de Anciquif Baptif Ii.a.Gatflk. of Lors, p, ji $.Efp 
9. Verbis oblif luocontrahicur ex inrerrogatione Sr refponfu. ff. de < 
A&ionX. uScft?. &de verboriimobligatX.5, Sctft- 1 ; 
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Fa^ii InLevir. 
z,8i Pcrerium 

Stuck. 
Antiquk-Ccn. 
viv.ii.i* es.jb 
Sal dura tar^ 
amicicfae fjna- 
bolam. Piciius 
lib. 31. 



Tfa ficond Sermm 



Re^enUnce^Rinmmmg the mrld^ the r fttjh , 4#*/ the 
^w^wkhafolemne Anfwer and ftipulation obli- 
ging thereunto. Which cuftome feems to have 
been derived from the pra&ice ufed In the Apoftles 
timf» vthtzzmfrofefjhftoi /tf//>,unfai[ied, and fin- 
cere Repentance was made before Baptifme* Aft, 2, 
38-8.37, 1 £.3 3. 19*4. This is the firft dedicating 
of our (elves, and entring into cove/taw with God, 
which we may call in the Prophets expreffion^ the 
fubferibingy or giving a rmns name to God. //>. 
44- 

Now the Covenant between us and God, being 
ptrpttuall^ a * Covenant of falt y ler. 32.40. TChrcn. 
13. 5. As we are to legin it in our Baptifme^fo we 
aretOfMf/jwtittoour lives end* and upon all fit 
occafions to repeat, and renew it for our further 
quickning and reraembrancing unto duties. So did 
David, *Pfii/,np 9 io6. fo lact^Gen, 2 8,2 05*13*2 - 
fo and the people in his time, 2 Chrm* 15.12. 
! j.fo Heziki&h^ 2ChrM.29.io. 30,5*23. fo lofiab^ 
2 Clmn* 34. 31,32* fo r^r^and Nibemiah y Ezra io. 

The Rcalons enforcing this dutie maybe drawn 
from feverallconfidcrations. 1, From God in c&rift, 
where two ftrong obligations cccurre, namely, the 
confiderationof his dealing with us, and of o*r Jte- 
Utim unto him. For the former. He is pleafed not 
onely to enter into Covenant with us 3 but to hindt 
bimfttfto the performance of what he promt feth. 
Though what ever he beftow upon us is all matter 
of meere,and mo& free grsce 3 wherein he is m deb- 
tor to us at al!,yet he is pleafed to binde faimfelf 

uato 
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unto A As of Grace, Men love to have all their 
works of favour free, and to reftrve to themfelves a 
power of alteration or revocation > as themieives 
(hall pleafe.But God Is pleafed that his gifts fhould 
take upon them in fome fenfe the * condition of 
De&tS} and although he can owe nothing to the 
creature (Rom. i 1. 3 5. Je£ 22*3.3 5 -7* 8 J y et heis 
contented to bs a debtor to his onw promife y and ha- 
ving at fir ft mmercte made ir 5 his truth is after en- 
gaged to thf performance ofir. (JWVr.y^o* 

Again, His mi d is eflaSliped in Heavei: 3 with him 
there is no^rtalkms^ nor {hadow of change , his 
promt ft $ ate not yea and nay 3 but in Ckrift Amen. 
2 Cor* 1 ■ 20. if he fpeak a thing it pall mt fail, lop. 
2 1. 45- He fpake and the world was made, His mrd 
alone is a foundation and hot tome to the Being of 
ail his Creatures: And yet ^ notwithftanding the 
immutable certaintie of his promifes when they 
are firft uttered* for our fakes he is pleafed to binde 
himfelf by further ties- Freemercic fecured by a Co- 
vetant, 2nd affirm covenant fecured by an Oath* 
Veut.j* Luk. 1 m 72, 73. 17^8. that we, 
who like Gedmn^ are apt to call for fignc upon pgrn^ 
and to ft agger and be di(heartened 3 if we have nor 
double fecuricie from Gcd 3 we whole doubting cals 
{ox promift upon promt ft ^ as our Ignorance doth for 

fuftumeft ut reddatqitdd debet. Debet an urn ^uodpollkitm eft* Et hac^d luftitia dtqm 
prtfam ApofloUs promjfto Dei- Bern, degrat. & lib, Arbit. Lket T>ais debt am alxm 
dct f ttos tamtn eft ipfe dibit or 3 quia ipft ad/ttia hob ordinatur 3 fcdpotiicf aim ad ippm^ & 
ukojufttfta qmtndofy dititur in'Deo Condeccntia [u* homtatk* Aqmn, pare i, qu.ii. 
act. i.^UrUaali&m7}w\uftkiinfi &d fequaft ad after nm* hi fibi ipfi dibit urn reddat 
fuundum condiecuctam bonk at is } e>Kechtadmem voluntatis S cocas 4,dift.4£.qu,l. 
Ghtsdtjt Dei vert vcratipfc fur at 10 nft prompt eonj?rmatio % & inftddium awe dam 
rep alio? A j£ t dc civ- Dei. lib. 1 6. cap. 3 1« 



a r D!gn*ru eh 
quit us omnia 
dibit a dim.ttk* 
ctiam promif- 
fionibiti txh 
debitor fiefi 
Aug, Confef I 

illiquid dedi- 
muS) & inte- 
rn us debitor em- 
P^nde debito- 
rem ? quia pro- 
miffbr tfi. non 
dteimw "Dc^ 
'Do mine redde 
4{H&d accepiftij 
fedredde quod 
promt ft (ti* Aug* 
inpfil. j*. 

Cumframfftm 
Dei reddkur 
Jkfiitia *Dei 
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quia reddittim 
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1 Ambrof, in 
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p* 

Emitter emit- 
mm tficautio- 
ncm five cbiro* 
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ffi de probaf 
& praefumpt. 
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Juftieian. Ifl- 
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dc obligat* & 
A&ion*Seft*i- 


precept upon precept^ may by tm immutable things? 
wherein it is impofsiSle for God to lie y 6ave firong cm 
folmion* Now if God, whole gifts are free? bindc 
himfelf to beftow them by his promift * If God, 
whofe promtfes are fure^ binde himfelf to perform 
them by hi%mh : How much more are we bound 
to tyeour felves by covenant unto God^to do thoie 
things which are our dutie to do > unto the doing 
whereof we have fuch infirm principles as are a mu- 
table will, and an unftedfaft heart. 

For the latter, ourrf/^/Wi^ahim,we ire 
not enelyby gpropertie founded in his foveraigne 
power and dominion over us , as our Maker, Lord, 
and Saviour. PfaL ioq. 3. 1 Cor. 6.i9*iO. but by a 
propertie growing out of our own %olunurj eonfeht 7 
whereby we furrender> and yteid^ and give up our 
felves unto God. Rom t 2 Car. 8, 5. we are not 
onely hk people, but his willing people* by the inter- 
vention of our own tmfent. Pf 4 L no.;. Wftohc 
him §ttrk*nd{&% rhe cxpr eflion is, 2 Chrm % 30. 8.) 
which is an allufiontothc manner of Covenants 
or engagements, Frov. 6. u 17,18. 17. 1 8 - .' 
We offer up our fclvet as a free oilntion^Rom.i 5 . 1 g t 
and are thereupon called a kind of frfl fruit /. lam, 
1,18* We arc Mis? as the mfe is her Hmhmds.Hof* 
2 # ip- Ezek.\6 % 8.NJow fuch an inter eft as this ever 
prefuppofcth a cwtraB* As in ancient forms of fli. 
pulation there was Asking and Anfwering.Spfndcs} 
SpQttdto*PremittiS} Vromitto* Bahu> Dafo. Asm 
contract of Marriage the muruall confent is asked 
and given, Gen. 24* 58- fb is it here between God 
and the foul, thef0ftt*tttt is mutually Gen. 1 7. 2. He 

promifcth 
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promifeth mercie,tobe our cxccedinggreat remark 
and we prom if e obedience* to be hi> wilting p£#pie> 
and ufually according as is the proportion of 
jfrength in out faitk to beleeve G&dsprdmifei of mer- 
cy to m, fuch is alfo the proportion of care in our 
obedience to perform mr promifes of duty unto him, 

II- From wr fehts. And here Covenants are 
needfull in two refpefts* i* In regard of the falfenes, 
and dettitfulm of our corrupt hearts in all fpiritu- 
all duties- The more cunning a Sophifier is to evade 
an argument, die more clofc and preflfing we frame 
it. The more vigilant aprifoner to nuke an efcape^ 
the ftronger guard we keep upon him. Our hearts 
are exceeding apt to befaife with God - One while 
they melt into proraifes and Refolutions of obedi- 
ence, as Pharaoh, and Ifrael did> Pfd. 78 - 3 4, 37* 
and prefently forget , and harden again- Lett wife 
goes o*tf of Sodome for of the judgements, but 
quickly twfa hack sgain, out of love to*the place, or 
fomc other ctiriofiry and diftemper of minde. SmI 
relents towards David} and quickly after perfecutes 
htm again. 1 Sa<n. 24. 17- 1 p. This h the true pip. 
£iureofmans Hearty under a (hong^u/SP/M* or 
in a pang of ^w/^, or in rime either officknefle, 
or fome prefsing affiic\ion> on the Rocky in the fur- 
nace % under the rod, nothing then but vom of better 
obedience * all which do oftentimes dry fuddenly 
away like a morning dm y and wither away like lo- 
mhs gourd. Therefore both to acknowledge, and 
prevent this miferablc pcrfideoufneffe of fuch Re- 
volting Hearts; it is very needfull to binde them 
unto God with renewed t'JtfMdif) and fiuc&tticy 

a e 
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arc fo apt with Jonah to run amy and j?*rf d/F^fe, to 
neglcft Nineveh and ro flee to Tarfsifh, neceffary 
it is to find them out and to bring them home, and , 
2$Dividdi8 y FfaL $7.7- to fix and faftcn them to 
their bufmefle 5 that they may not run away any 
more* 

2. In regard of the mmnllfaggifhftejj'e which is 
in us unto dutie* We arc apt to faint and be weary 
when we meet with any unexpected difficulties in 
Gods (twice ^ to cfteerne the xpilderves as bad as 
E gypt-> to fit down as /fordid y and cry, to think 
that half way to heavea is farre enough, and Mmofi 
a Chriftian, progreffe enough, that baking w one 
fide will make the cake good enough, that God will 
accept of bankrupt fayment y z ncble in the pound, 
part of our beam and duties for all. We inuft 
fbmetimcs venture to leap the hedge 5 for there is a 
Lion in the way. Now to correct this Terpor y this 
Acedia y and fo'W 1 ';:'* as the Apoftle cals it- i 
Thtff. 14- this pnfilanimitie and faint-hearted- 
neffe in Gods fcrvicc^ we muft bind them our fel ves 
with renewed Covenants^ and put to the more 
ftrength becaufe of the blunt ncfle of the Iron. Ec- 
clef, i o* to* A Covenant doth as it were twift the 
cords of the Law, and double the precept upon the 
foul* When it is onely a precept. , then God alone 
commands it., but when I have made it zfromife^ 
then I command it and bind it upon my fclf- The 
more feeble our hands and knees are, the more care 
we ftiould have to bind snd ftrengthen them , that 
we may lift them upfpcedily,& keep them ftraigbr* 
Hebr. iz - 12, 13. and the way hereunto is to come 

to 
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to D^iArefoIu ioDj / to fttrptftd thdtmy mouth 
fb*8 mnfgrtfJitVfoh 17. 3. Emptie wffeitto y 
wifhingsj and woulding&will not keep weak facul- 
ties together. Broken bones rauft have flrong bands 
toclofethem faft again. A crazie piece of build ing, 
muft be cramped with Iron barre* to keep it from 
tottering, So if we would indeed cleave to the 
Lord 3 we muft bring purpeftt of Hearty ind ftrong 
refolurions to enable us thereunto. r i* 23* 
Cleaving vrill call for pr earing . D eut+ 1 o - 2 o - A s i t 
flionld be our prayer, fo aMo our pwpofc, ro have 
hearts united to fear Gods N&me*\?f\\ * S . 1 1 .whence 
tliephrafes of preparirg, fixing, confirming, cfh- 
bli filing, rooting, grounding, and other like, fo fre- 
quently occurring in the Script are* 2 chron. 3 o- 19 
1 Chrm.zg* 18 - Epf?>%+ 1 7. He6*i$»9.ifam.5*fi* 

III- From our Brethren,* hat by an holy Aflb- 
cxarionand fpivhmll confederacy in heavenly refo- 
lurions, every mans example may quicken his bro- 
ther* and fo duties be performed with more vigour 
and fervencies and return with the greater hlcfltng*. 
If fire be in an whale pile of wood, every ftick will 
burn the brighter, the greeneft wood rbat is will 
take fire in fo genera 1 1 a flame- Men ofually have : 
more courage in the body of an Armie, where con* 
current fhoutings and encouragements do as ir 
were infufe mutuall fpirits into one another, then 
when they are alone by thccnfclves. David rcjovced 
in but recounting the companies and armies of Gods 
people when they went up to Jerufalem in their 
folemnc feafts. VfaL 84*7. And therefore moft 
Cavtmnts in Scripture were general and p«HicL\ 
; L foIcmrJy 
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folemnly enrred into by a great body of people , as 
that of ^fs^ofiah^md Ne6emidh 7 the fortvar jnes 
of every man whetting the face of his neighbour, 
Prov, 27. iy> 

I V - From the multitudes, ftrength, vigilancie, 
malice, afsidu jus attempts of all our fpirituall ent* 
which call upon us for the ftronger and more 
united Relolutions. For common ad ver fades nfu- 
ally gain itiot by our fainrnelTcjand divi(iom % then 
by their own ftsength* a . Therefore Sotildiers ufe to 
take an wth of jidelaie towards their Countrey* and 
fervice. And 6 Ha^mbaU Father made him take a 
folemn cath to maintain perpctuall Hoftiliry with 
Rome. Such an c Oath have all Chrifts Souldicrs 
taken, and do at the Lords Supper? and in folemnc 
humiiiariors, virtually renew the fame , never ro 
hold intelligence or correfpondence with any of his 
encmifs. 

The firft thing in a Christian man* Armor men- 
tioned by the Apoftle, Ep&ef,6.i+. i s the d Girdle^ 
that which binds on all the other Armour (for fo 
we read afgirdmg on /tmior^ ludg. 1 8- 1 1 • 1 King, 
20, ir.) and that there, is Truth. Which we may 
underftand either doBrmi/I^ for ftedfaftrefle and 
ftabiliry of judgement in the do&rine of Chrift 

L.i. de Ve- P 

teraiii<,L!pji not. 3d li. J 5. A nr. a 1 .Tacit, pra rr<i.i nunc alia attjuc alia emolument) no 
tccius Sacramentorunr Ju/cual. Sajyr. nfXipf.dc Milte Romjib*:. Dial.£- b Liv. 
lib ?f. AnpianJnlbcrico& Libveo. Polvb. li Temil Apolo^ ca. 8. Floruslib 4. 
c Vid Tcriisl de Coron Millt.ca.i K d Cingere eft milkare, apud Plaut- omncs qui 
milltanc c'n&l funt.Servhis in li + S.Enc^id.iindc Cingulmn marti facnim tefte Homero 
Iliad .la Er ftaiedifcinftum crar pxny mlirari oenus. Sueton in An^.vid. L & 
43 ■ ff. de Teftamemo iniliti,. Suide ZpvfvhwL eft wtftwrhifytw. & Ztwn JWjuitf unde 
dicititr DeusBalccum re gum diflolvcrc, Job 1 1. J 8.Vid. Stuck. Antiq.convivai *£*19, 
5c PineJ.in Job 1 t.i3» Tolet* Annoc* 6 1. la Luc. 12. 

which 
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which we profcfle > not being cmkd *faut mil 
every wind of do&rinc, but holding [aft the form of 
found words, knowing whom %*t btiteve^ and having 
ctrt&inty of the things wherein we have been in- 
ftru&ed, (Eph*^, 14. 2 Tm> 1. 12, rjj. 4.) 
orelfc ^r^andpradlicall^for ftedfaftnefle of 
Heart in the faithfull difcharge of rhofe promifes 
which we have made unto God, ( for iofaittfuhes 
is compared to a Girdle^ /fa* 11- 5.) whereby we are 
preferwd from fhrinking and tergiverfafion, in 
ti'nes of trull, and in our FpirituaU warfare. And 
this falthfulnerte the more ir is in folemve Covenants 
renewed, the ftranger itmuft needs be, and the her, 
ter able to bind all our other Arms upon u§*Gfoifh 
will cuter into Covenants, and combinati- 
ons againft him, and his Chu:ch, Pf*L 2.1, a, £4- 
J, 6. 83.5-8.^ 23.12, rcr.ii.p. f\ndouraf»v# 
hps within us, will manY times dr^w from us oaths 
a : 1 obligations to the fulfilling ofthem,and make 
them Simula luijuitata, contrary to the nature of 
an oath. 1 Afar.e .2 3* How much more 

careful! (hould wc be to bind our felves unto God 5 
that our Refolutions may be the Wronger, and 
more united againftfo many and confederate Ene- 
mies > 



y vay dUT« ret* 



yvivvtf * vm 

Dion deCatilinaJi 37. ItzftadRmanx fedu obcdrntwi ebiga^t A y chcp fcopn cam 
pail:umaccipiujtf. Decree. Greg, de election. ca\ fi^rtifka. & adConfilii Tri^cntini do- 
ftrjnimJefuit^jnrotoprofcflionis.Horpiu. Hift, jcilijr,fol 57- & Habjidus quldam 
apud AuR-jflinum jdravic lence marri nee fratribus neceiTaria fubQiiniftraturum. C. 
2 i. quaeft-4, Cjp. Inter cx^ra. vid. Eufeb. Hift Ecckf 16c 3. 

This point fervethi 1 • for a juft reproof of dioft 8. 
who are fo farre from entring into Covenant with 
G*dy that indeed they make Covenants with Satan 

L 2 hi* 
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his greateft eoemy, and do in their conver fktiom 
as it were abufe thofe promifei 7 md bloc out that 

fubferiptio^ and teare off chat fealeof folemne pro- 
1 fctfion which they had fa often fet unto the Cow 
nant of obedience. Such as thofe m the Prophets 
rime who were at an agreement with htU &nd the 
grave.} ft. 28. 15- Men are apt co think that none 
but witches zxq, incoijemnt mtb the deviil , becaufe 
fuch are in the Scripture fa id to cdnfult whh fami- 
liar fpirits. Deut- iS. 11. But as Samuel faid to Saul y 
Rebellion is as witchcraft. 1 Sam* 15.23. Every flub- 
home and prefiimptuous finner hath fo much of 
witchcraft in him>as to hold a kind of fpiritmfi com- 
fM with the dcvill. We read of the Serpent and his 
feed^ Gez* 3 .1 5. ofthe Dragon andhk fmidien^ Mev. 
*z. 7. of fome finners Being of* the devitfj animated 
by his principles, and a&uatcd by his will and com- 
mands. 1 Tim. 2.26. Satm tempting,and 
favers embracing and admitting the temptation 
upon the inducements fuggefted, hath in it the re- 
ft mb lance of a covenant or compa£t- There are mu- 
tUiift agreements and from t 'fes as between M after 
and Servant,one requiring work to be done>aud the 
or her expe&tng miges to be payed for the doing of 
it. As in wymg& felling one bargains to have a com- 
modify^ and the other to have a price valuable for it* 
Thus we read in fome places of thtferviee of fin, 
M*8. 34. 2 Fet. 2,19. and in others of 
the wages belonging unto thatfervice. Hek u. 25, 
a Pet. 2*15. fuel, v. 1 1* andelicwhere of the Cave 
tfd^batgainandfalefor themutuall fecuring of 
ihzftrvice^ m&ohhcmges. 1 iftg.21.35.. Wicked 

men 
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men/f£ tkmfel%w y chaffer and grant away their 
titnej and ftrengrh, and wit> and abilities > to be at 
the will and diipofeall of Satan^ for fuch profits, 
plea fit? es y h&mrSy advantjg^^ as are laid m «. heir way 
ro allure them , and thus do as it were with cords 
bind them felves unto tin- Fr&v. 5,21* Ahab bought 
Nnhths vineyard of the devdl, and fold himfelf for 
the price in that purchafe. Bafaam againft the light 
of his own confeience, and the many dilcoveries of 
Godsdiflike, never gives over his endeavours of 
euifing Gods people till he had drawn them into a 
fiiare by the Midianififh women, and all to this end 
that he might at la ft overrake the wages of imquhy 
which he r*r$ fa greedily after* Numb* 22 . 1 j« 21. 
Numb. 23, 1. 14. 29 . Numb. 31.16. Mic. 6* 5 * Rev, 
2.14. 2 Pet* le i* /efibel hinds her felf by an odih 
unto marcher. 1 Kmg*\g^*lndM makes a bargain 
for his M afters blood, and at once fels a/ow/> and a 
Savietfr, for (o baf- a price as thirtie pieces of 111* 
ver. UWdttb. 2^- 15. Prof me Bfiw, makes merch&n* 
dtzs ofhis birrhrightj (iv hereunto belonged the in 
htzit^c^ or doulk portion the princely pwer 7 and 
the office of j/riefth<Hd y the bleffing^thc excel!eneie> 
and rhe government. Gtn^$ ,3 , 2 chrm* 2 1 - 3 ,) all 
which he parts with for onemorfcll of meat. Htb. 
12, i6* being therein a type of all rhofe profane 
wretches, who deride the waves of godlinefle? and 
promifes of falvation^ drowning rhemfelves in fen 
fuail delights, and efteemirg Heaven and Hell, fa I 
vation ajid perdition but as the vain notions of in e 
lancholie men- having no other Godbi:t their bel- 
Iy 3 or their gain- Phillip* 1 

L 3 So 
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So much monftrous wickednefTe is there in the 
hearts of men, that they adde fpurs and whips unto 
an hoffe which of himfelf rujheth into the UtteU: 
when the tide of their own lufts > the ftreame and 
current of their own head-ftrong and impetuous af- 
fe&ions do carry them too fwiftly before y they yet 
hoile up faile , and as it were fpread open their 
hearts to the winds of temptation 3 precipitating 5 aud 
urging on their mtur^il Jufts by vdu*t&ie engage^ 
aients; tying themfelves yet fafter to miferie then 
Adam by his fall had tyed them, and making them- 
felves not by mture one I y, but by compaff the chii 
drmofwr&th* One makes beforehand a bargain for 
drunkennefle j another contrives a meeting for un- 
cleannefle > a third enters into a combination k>r 
robbery and cozenage 5 a fourth makes an oath of 
revenge and malice, like Anmim and SafHra they 
Agree together to tempt the Sprit of the Lord • AH. 
5*2 - Like samffons Foxes, joyn together with fire- 
brands to fet the fouls of one another on fire > as if 
they had not title enough to Hell, except they bar- 
gaindiotk ancw 3 and bound themfelves as it were 
by folemne obligations not to part with it again* 

O that every prefumpruousfinner who thus ftls 
himfelf to do wickedly would ferioufly confider 
thofe fad encumbrances that go along with this his 
purchace. Thofe who would haveeftates to conti - 
nue in fuch or fuch a fuccefiioa as themfelves had 
preintended s have fomc times clurged ciufes and 
execrations upon thofe who fhould alienate, or go 
about to alter the propertie and condition of them . 
Thefernany times are caufelefle curies and do not 

come: 
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come; Bur if any man will needs make bargains 
with SAta% and be buying of the pleafures of fin, he 
muft know thatthere goes i curfi from heaven along 
with fuch a purcbafe, ffbicb will make it at the Jaft 
but a^'^j a fvveet Bitter > like /tfiwr Roll 
which was fvveet in the mouth but bitter in the bet 
ly, like cUudius his mufhrome flc*fMt> but 3 f$u 
fon y that will blaft all the pxafuresof fin, and tnrn 
all the wages of iniquirie in b Aurum tholofaM^m- 
to fuch gold as ever brought definition to the ow- 
ners of it-It is Did of Cn: Stim that hi had a goodly 
farft which badaU theperfeftions that could be na- 
med for ftature, feature } colour, ftrength, limmes, 
comelmdfe belonging to a horfe, but withall this 
mUeric ever went along with him, that whofoever 
became owner of him was fureto die an chappy 
dettb. This is the miferie that alwayes accompanies 
the bargain of fin, How plcafant,ho*v profitably 
how advantageous foeveritmay fcemto be unto 
flefh and bIood,it bath al waves calamine in the end, 
it ever expires in a miferable death. Honey is very 
fwcer, but ir turns imo the bittertft cfwler. The val- 
ley of Sodome was one of the moft delighrfull pla- 
ces in the world, but is now become a dead and a 
(landing lake. Let the life of a wicked man run on 
never fo fluently, it hath a ware mortuum at the dead 
end of ir. O then, when thou art making a Coz tmm 
with lin, fry to thy foul as Boaz faxd to his ktnfman 
Ruih^ 4* 4, 5. At what five thou buyeji it tkm nwft 
hate Ruth the Moabhejfe mth it* If thou wilt have 
the pleafm s T rhe rewards, the wages of iniquitie^ 
thou muft alfo have the curfe and damnation that is 

entaild 
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entaild upon it ; and let thy foulanfwer as he there 
doth 3 N&, l may twt do it f I fhdH marre and [pit a Set- 
ter Inheritance* 

1 1. This may ferve for an ittftrufthv unto us 
touching the duties of folcmne Humiliation and 
Repentance which fs the fcope of the Prophets di- 
rection in this place* Werruft not think we have 
done enough when we have made generall Ac- 
knowledgements andconfefsions of fio^nd begged 
pMrdomn&grdce from God * but we rauft wirhall , 
further lind our {elves fift unto God by engage* ( 
meats of new obedience*, as holy men in the Scrip- 
ture have done m their more folcmne addrcfles un- 
to God* Nehern* 9 . 38. PfaL 51. 12,13^4,1 5. for 
without amendment of J ifc prayers are but howl- 
ings and abominations* Hofe, 7-14* Ptgv. 28, p. 
Jguantftm a pr&apu t&ntum &b auri&m Dei lingt 
fumus* No obedience , no audience- A bcaft will 
roare when he is beaten, but men when God pu- 
tt ifheth fhould not onely aji but covenant. 

Unto the performance whereof that we may the 
better apply our felves % let us a little confider the 
nature of a Rrtigi&us Covenant* A Covenant is a mu- 
tual ftipuUthn^Qrz giving and receiving of faith 
between two parties, whereby they do unanimouf 
ly agree in mt iwjioUble fextenctQt refolut ion -Such 
a covenant there is between God and true belec- 
verF, St giving himfelf as a Rerrardunto themyind 
they giving tfaemfclvesas/tfni'^f unto hint- He wit- 
ling and requiring the f**¥kr y and they willing and 
eonfentin^ro the Remrdy He promifing to be their 
ffo^and tlxy to be His pepit.HtLR.iQ* A notable 

cxprcfFon 
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exprcflion of with joynt and mutual! ftipuJation 
we have, 17, 18. Thou haft avouched the 

Lord this day to he thy God y and to walk in his tvayes y 
and to keep hisftatntes mi hu commandments^ and his 
: judgement s^and to hearken unu his voice: and the Lord 
ham avouched thee this day ta he his peculiar people, as 
be hath promifed thee y and that thou Jkuldejl keep a!i 
his Commandment!* Andto make thee high above ail 
Nations which he hath made in praife y and in name i 
and inhonour: and that thoumayeft he an holy people 
unto the Lord thy Gad as he hath fptkey* Where we 
have both the mutual! exprefsions of Intimate Rela- 
tion one to another, and the mutuall engagements 
uotouniverfall obedience on the one fide, and unto 
high and pretious benefits on the other, growing 
out of that Relation. For becaufe God is mine y I am 
bound to ferve him : and becaufc / am his y He harh 
bound bimfelf to provide for mc. We are no t now 
to confidet that part of the Covenant which ftand- 
eth in Gods promife to be our God (which in gene* 
rail importer h thus mucb 3 Gods giving himfelf irr 
ChriftimtQ\i% and together with Chrift, All other 
good things* Benefits relative y in juftification from 
fin, and Adoption unto fons* Benefits HditmH^ 
A nm nature by Regeneration, A new hem and 
life by fanftification. A quiet conference by peace 
and comfort* Benefits Temporally in the promifes of 
this life. Benefit s etermS, in the glory of the next. 
Thus is Chrift made of God unto us^mfdom^n out 
vocation 3 converting us unto faith in him. Righte- 
oufneffe incur juftificatio^reconciLing us unto his 
Father. SanBiftcation in our conformitic unto him 

M in ; 
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ji Seni pro 
nullislub^n- 
turX .i.ff.de 
J Lire delibe- 
randi $lL. 
dc Ktgjis ju- 
ris. 

Sunt rv^ Do- 
mini, & quic- 
! quid acquiruru 
i>om"ino ac- 
qiiirunt In flic, 
lib, i Tic, 3 & 

L<t*. t.dehh 
qui iui a ".it 
nikrii Juris 
flint. IE Lib. i. 

Nihil fuuffl 
habere poflUnc 
loltit-li i»T»ft 
non ttebenc 
faluii domino r 
Xirxu fcrvi cx 
dot. lib.8 $wr 

1 ditor> nihil inqi 
eflhfdtik' I? * 
bom confitt&tj t 

| nef. lib* i , cap 


ingrace ? and Rtdtmptim jrom all ruiA or enemies , 
which mighc hate us here, and unto All ff A?rji which 
may fill and evetlaftingly fati fie us hereafter, I 
Cor* i . 3 o 0 But we are now to confider of the other 
part of the CtfVtnant which conccrneth our tngAgt- 
meat \xixo God 5 w herein wepromife both Qurfdves> 
jad aur Abilities unto him, to be His people? a^d to 
do him ftrvice. 

TlIx material caufc of this C&wmnt is what foe^ 
ver may be promifed unco God,and that is firft our 
per fin* Secondly omfewice* Ourpcrfons* We are 
thine, Ifa. 63. 19- Giving our own felves to the 
Lord. 2 C9r. 8- 5* a not tfteerning our felves our 
own : but his that Lmght w. 1 Cor. e>» 1 and being 
willing that lie which bought us s (hould have the 
property in u ^ and the p&Jfejfiwo{ u^ and the domi- 
nion over and the liberty to do what he pleafetfa 
with us. Being contented to be loft to our felves, 
that we may be found in him* PkiL 2.9. If fin or 
Satan call for our tongue* or heart, or hand,or eye* 
to anfvver a rhe(c are mt rniw tfov^Chrift hath bought 
them, the Lord hath fet them apart for himfelf. 
Pfai 4. 3 . They are vejfc h fer the Majhrs ufe? z Tim m 
2*2 1 A am bur the ft mar d of my felf* and may not 
difpofe of my lM afters gmd$ without , much lefle 
againft his own will and commands- 

um fuasi an to pone re. L* J * Sect* iS. ff.de Senatufconfuho Slbmano* 
Grid umptftait m mart defifumt ut Domini fut fatal i tsnfulmtf* He r o- 
an cum nwlra malti pro fax fiUUtatilm offer rent* Mft hints pmptr .An* 
tit di&i um ie quod dart tibt fojfm mvtim $ & hoc mo mod* paufmm me 
dons tibiquod smum bribfop Mtipfum U*c munm rgg* qudKunqut eft 
wgitifqwalmatm.mttitm libidwmz>pli4* fibi rtligk.ff^ Scncc* <ie Be- 

Out 
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Our ^w^swhkh are b matters of wcejfiy Mat- 
ters of Expediemie^znd matters of pr4ffe*hh which 
maybe made the materials of a Covenant. 

1 Matter of md nectf titit* As David by 
an binds lvimfelf to keep Gods righteous 
judgements. F/i/a i^iiotf. And the people in -AT^ 
hernials time enter into a curfc md an oath to walk 
in Gods Law, and toobferveand do all his com* 
mandments. Nekcm .10*2 3. 

2 Matter of circumftantiall expediency which 
J in Chrxflian wifdomemay be conducent unto the 

maine end of a mans life,or may fit him for any fpc- 
c/alJ condition which God calleth him unto. So 
the Reehabites promifed their Father foaada& 7 and 
held that promife obligatory in the fight of God, 
not to drink witte, nor t9 kit Id houfe^&tc. 3 5 , 6,7, 
becaufe by that voluntary hardfhip of Ufe they 
ftould be the better fitted to bear that captivity 
which was to come upon them* Or becaufe there- 
by they ffcould the better expreflfe the condition of 
flwmgers rniOftgR. Gods people, upon whofe out- 
ward comforts they would not feem too much tOi 
fncroachj that it might appear that they did not in- 
corporate with them for meer fecular but forfpi 
rituall benefits. It was law full for Paul to have re- 
ceived wages and rewards for his work in the Go- 
fpel as well of the Churches of Achai^as of Mace- 
don ia, and others, as he proveth, 1 Cor* £.4^4, 
yet he fecmcth upo n the cafe of expedience, that he 
might cut off oceafiofi from thmi that dejirfd occafon^ 
and might the batter promote the Gofpe] s tobinde 
himfcltfj *nwh (forfo much thofc words. The 

M 2 truw 


b Sunt iju<c- 

non wienies 
1 dtbmitt ;qu&* 
dim cu&mqntt 

nan dcbcmx4 7 fed 

Deo promt 1 ti- 

ea redder c co& 

Aug 
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Ambj\ Aquin. 
- 3 in Calvin- 
3eza. Pifcat. 
Mufrul Bftms* 
Cor. a Lipid* 
Tirinus, 

Dc hujufmodi 
votls v id Gre* 
Tholofan. dc 
Repub.lib* f J» 
c.f. Stfyntig* 

Scnrium in Li 
Juiie- c. ti. 
qu.ia, Pined i 
In Job *i. *7- 
SeldmofTithcT 
cap. 3* Briffon 
tic fprrnuUi- i . 


truth ofekriftit inme^ do import, as the Learned 
have obferved) never to be burdenfome in that 
kind unto thofe Churches, 2 Cor. tt* 7-1 %. tawfui 
things ',when inexpedient ^ and gravdmimus y may be 
forborn by the bond of a Covenant. 

g« Matter oUhankfgiving and praifes unto God, 
in which cafe it was ufiaall to make and to pay! 
vows* what jhall I reader t§ the Lord for aS his bene- 
fits towirdt me } faith David. I mU take the cup offai- 
v&thn{z% the ufe of the Jews was in their feafts and 
lacrifices of thankfgiving^^i 2 a. 1 y*)tmllf*y my 
vom tmtothtLerd* Whereby it appears that godly 
men when they prayed for mercies, did likewife by 
vemand Covenants bind themfelves to return iri* 
hme of prrife in fome particular kind or othcr»upon 
the hearing of their prayers- Pf*K 12,13, 14* 
Pfal. 132. 2, 3* folded did ^Gtm^ijL *a. and fo 
/eptbabjudg , 1 1 *jo, 3 1 «and fo Hdnni, 1 Stm* 1.11. 
27,28. and fo Heztktih s I fa. 3 8*20 * and fo Uriah 
cap.i*g< fo Zacheus to tcftifie his thankfulncffeunto 
Chrift for his converfion, & to teftifie his through 
mortification ofcovetoufrtefTe,, which had been his 
matter >lln 5 did not onely out of duty make rcftitu- 
don where he had done wrong , but out of fatmtie 
did engage himfeif to give the half of his goods to 
the poore. Luk* 1 p. 8* 

The fwwali caufe of a Covenant h the plighting 
of our fidelities and engaging of our -Truth unto 
God in that particular which is the matter of our 
Covenant- Which is done two wayes* E ither by a 
fimfle promife and ftipulation, as that of Zschms^ 
or in a more folemne way by the Intervtnthn *fm 

QAth % 
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mhfit curfe,or fubfcriptionjas that of NihmUky 
and the people there 

The efficient csufi is the perfon entring into 
the Covenant* In whom thefe things are to con- 
curred 

1 A clear km&tedge 7 and deliberate weighing 
of the matter promiled * becaufe * decepti- 
on, or ignorance, are contrary to the formaJI no- 
tion of that cenfent which in every Covenant is 
intrinfecail,and ncceifiry thereunto. Won vidttur 
ctrnfennn qui irrat . 

2 A b free and witting tweumme. In omni patto 
inter cedh afiw ffomama^ and fo in every promife. 
Not but that Authoritit may impofe eatfa y and 
thofeas prtmifjoyyyis A$m$rk* 

i Ki#g<; 2. 42* Ezra io- 3 -5. as lofmh made a Co- 
venant aod caufed the people to ftand unto itt 2 
Chron^^ g t s3 2, But that the matter of it, though 
I impofed fiioul^be fuch in the nature of the thing, 
as that it may be taken in ludg&nenty tod Right e- 
tofotfft) that fo the perfon may not be hamper* J 
in any fuch hefitancie of confidence as will sot 
confift with a pious, fpontaneous , and voluntarie 
concurrence thereunto* 

3 Apouer to make the promife, and bind ones 
fe!f by it c * For a tpan may have power to make 
a promiie, which is not finally obi igatorie > but 
upon fuffwflthn 5 As a woman might for her own 
part vow, and by that vow w^s bound up as to her 
felf, but this bond was but condition*!! , as ro effi- 
cacy and influence upon the effe&, to wit, if her 
husband bear ir^nd held hi* peace .#^30.3.14. 

M 3 4 A 



ah. f7 # ff.de 
obligat. Si 

. A&iombi 
Nulla voluntas 

I errands ell L. 
to.ff. de Aqua 
&Aqia2.Lar6 
ae Kegul.Ju- 
ris. 

b ffitum vo- 
luntas tfifp&fr 

Syntag. Juris, 

Seft, u 
I,iro,dc ver- 
borum fignU 
heat; 

Boftit ab ani 
m tibmthx 

Tenul, ad 
5 cap, c u 



Lcgibus. vidf 
TkglorSyn- 
rag. Juris lib. 
n. tap, j, 

ViAPecVium 
deRrg.Joris 
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a L. iSf. ff. dc 
liegUJJS J j r j >^ 

de condition!- 
bus inftitutio- 
nifta. L?g*tfp& 
:o. dc conJjci- 
on ibus & de 
nrtonftrar, L,J. 
5c io &dcob- 
lrg.it Sc s&ion. 

b $uxf\£t<t 
fadttut picta- 

rmcm^ vert- 
a>ndwn no~ 
ffram e> (ut 
gwcr alter 
d xcr)m)*cntra 
horns marcs 
fiunt&tc flier c 
nos pafte ere* 
dendum eft.V*- 

If. fflde Con- 
die! onJnfHtut* 
Pa&atju* can 



4 A potrer 9 having made the promife, topers 
form it, and this depends upon the nature of rhe 
thing. Which mult be firft pofsibk^ a for Impost - 
tiiium nulla eft obligcth. No m an can bind him fel f 
to things impofstblc b - And next/an?/*/^ in regard 
cither of the neeefsity >or expediencies or fome 
other alloarablcneflc in the thing. For Turpe eft 
jureimpnfiibikj we can do nothing but that which 
we can do rightfully* Swfull thing* are in con- 
ftruftionef Law impofifil^and fo can induce no 
Obligation. c hftrvdnt can malfetso promifc to 
the dishonour or diflfcrvicecf his Maficr* nor a 
thilde or Pupil! contrary to rhe will of his Parent 
or Guardian.- nor a Cbriftian to the difhonour 
oragsinftdicwillofChrift whom he ferves. In 
every fuch finfull engagement there is intrinfe- 
czWyddm^ errcr^eceptio^thc heart is blinded by 
the aeceitfnlncfleofluft* £j>hef. 4.18.22, Hebr. 
3.13*2 Pet. 1 - 9 - a Cor. 11,3, And thefe things 
are deftruftivetothe nature of fifieh an aftion as 
muft be deliberate and fpontaneous, Promifcs of 
this kind bind to nothing buc Repentance* 



rra bonos mam 

fitittt mUamvm habere 'mdubliati yirlst^L, & 30 . Cod.de pa SI*. Genet al ter no- 
vittmtffrpii [tipulatiom nullais ejfc momlnth L. 1 6 . ff. dc vcrbor. obligat* & dc Jc^atis 
& fidci commiflis. Lcg.i 1 %• SccT*3 -i- Impia. prwjjw eft quaftcterc admplctnr. Jura- 
mmt 'urn non eft vinculum biiqu 't&tis. rid.Cauf. ir-qu 4. Prtftarcfatcor pejft nefidem 
p feeler e earcdt, inter diimfctlns eft fides . Scnco H* dmnm impafir* opera mttUkwftifr 
qiye fine tur pit ndlncpr apart poflhtt, ffj dc opt ris I ibcrtorum L, 38. c Films fitmi* 
has^dfct^i^pnepatr^'Dmmn^cauiariialcvGto non obLgantur. L, a. Sctl* i„ ff.de 
poJljciutlonibis. 



From thefe confiderations we may learn what 
to judge of the promifes which many men make 
of doing fervicc unto God. 

1 Some 
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i Some joyn io Covenants as the greateft part 
of tbac tumultuous concourfc of people, who 
i made an uproare againft the Apoftie^were gather- 
ed together. They km& mt whtrefm* Ail* 15.3 2 - 
do not underftand the things they promile* As if 
a man fhouid fet his hand and feale to an Obliga- 
tion, and not know the contents or condition of 
it. Such are all igncranj; Christians, who have . 
often renewed their Covenant of new obedience 1 
and faith in Chrift j and yet know not what the 
1 faich of Chrift is^ or what is die puritie , fpiriru- 
alnefH;, aod widenelle of that Law which they 
have fvorn unto. As the Apoftlc faith of the , 
Jews//* they Imdknmn they would mt haz e crucified 
the Lord of glory > we may fay of many of thefe, if 
they knew the puiiry and holinelfeof thofe things 
which they have vowed to kcep,thcy either would 
not havecntrcd into Covenant with God at all, 
or would be more confident! dus and vigilant in 
their obfcrvation of it- It is a figne of a man de- 
fperately carekfle-, to run daily into debr> and ne- 
ver io much as remember or confider what he 
owes, If there were no other Blligatwa to fye men 
unto the knmkdgt of Gods will, this alone were 
fufficicnt, that thev hive undertaken toferve him, 
and therefore by their own Cwtnam are bound 
to know him . For fureiy many men who have I 
promifed Repentance from dead works , if they I 
aid indeed confider what that Repentance is, and 
unto what a ftri£t and narrow way of walking it 
doth confine them, would go nigh, if they durft, 
to plead an Errar in the Contract, aud to profeffe 

that 1 
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cl&rum p*nl- 
i cut um in flit 
erat Ttommo 
fa£bfacerc s di<t<- 
boto per allam 
ptntiasti* p4- 
mttntkm fat if- 

taniQ maga 
pcrvfus Deo s 
fUiinto amnio 
ejus accept m. 
Tenul. depce- 
nlcenr< ca. T- 

M13. 



Dife of the 
Dcccitfulnc3 
of the Hearc. 



The fecond Sermon 



that they had nor thought their Obligation had 
engaged them unco fo levere and rigid a fervicc, 
andfo repent of (heir repcnUnce. But in this cafe, 
Ignorance of what a man ought to know, cannot 
void the Covenant which he is bound to make, 
and having made, to kcep ; but his Covenant doth 
exceedingly aggravate his ignorancc- 

2 Some make many faire promifes of obedi- 
ence, but it is on the Rack^ and in the furnace 5 or 
as Scholers under the Rod. O if I might but re- 
cover this fickfiejfe^or beeafedof this affifHm y I 
would then be anew maraud redecme my mif- 
fpent time. And yet many of thefe, like Phmtek 
when they have any refpit *?,find out vvayes to (Lift 
and elude their owne proraifesj and like mth- 
eimttdl taken out of the furnace , return again 
unto their former hardneflc. So a good Divine 
obferves of the people of 1 his Land in the time of 
the great fweat in King Edwards dayes ( I wifh 
we could find even fo much in thefe dayes of ca- 
lamine which we are fallen into ) as long as the 
heat of the plague lafted, there was crying out 
peccaviy tMercie goed Lord^ mercy, mercy. Then 
Lords j and Ladies, and people of the be ft fort, 
cried ouito the Minifters, for Gods fake tell us 
what fhall we do to avoid the wrath of God. Take 
thefe bags, pay fo much to fuch an one whom I 
deceived , fo much reft ore unto another whom in 
bargaining I over- reached, give fo much to the 
poore* fo much to pious ufes, &c. But after the 
ficknefle was over, they were juft the fame men as 
they were before* Thus in time of trouble men are 
apt 
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I 



apt to make m .my prayers, and Covenants * to cry 
unto God, strife and fave us, $er* 2 , 27. Deliver 
m this time, ludg* 10* 15. they inquire tarty after 
God> and flitter him with their lips, and own him 
as their God, and Rock of falvation, anH pre tent- 
ly (I art a fide like a deceit ft £ hwe. As Au$in notes, 
thu in times of calami tie the very Hear hen would 
flock unto the Chriftun Churches to be fafe a- 
mongft them- And when the Lord lent Lpm 
dmmgft the Samariums, then thev fene to inquire 
after the manner of hk worjh p* 2 ICixg* 1 7. 2 5 , 2 6. 
Thus many mens Covenants are founded onely 
in Terrors of conference* They throw out their 
fins as a Merchant at Sea his rich commodities 
in a tempeft> but in a cat me wifh for them again* 
Neither do they ttvow away the property over 
them, but one'v the dangerous poffeftfan of them. 
This is not a fuIUchearf uM, and voluntary a£Hon 5 
but onely a languid and inco T ftant velleitie. Con 
rrary to rtiat largeneffe of hcirt 5 and fixed difpo 
fition which Chnfts own people bring unto his 
fervice, as Davidand the Nobles of Ifrael offer* 
ed willingly ancf with joy unto the Lord* 1 Chron. 

3 Since a Covenant prefiippofeth a power in 
him that maketh it, both over his own «v/f, and 
over the matter, thing or A&ion which he promi- 
icth, (0 far as to be enabled to make the promife: 
And fince we of our felves have neither wiS noi 
deed, no fvffieitncie cither to think or to perform: 
Rm* f m 1 8 , 2 C§r t $ , 5 , PhiL * ♦ 1 2 k We hence 
learne in all the Covenant* which we make, not to 

N do 



8 9 



Qxot v'des ff 
tatantcr 
procacitcr mfttl- 
tare fa vii 

tuplttrtmitjHi 
$um internum 

ctadm% non 
w^Jbfi mfi 
fcrvos Chnflt 

' J->c civh. OcU 

B}cciamnau- 
ft ag o domtno- 
mm adhnc 
fxac, qtiui non 
c§ ammo c jit* 
tmtur quod cos 
habere ao!unt 3 
Jed ut perku- 

*• UMiX 9. 
*ed L.44 

SLmiliuciatn 
hac argue hac 
J J flare volun- 
utem. Aug* 
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do it in any confidence of our own ftrength * or 
upon any felf-dependance on our own hearts, 
which arefalfcand deceit full, and may sifter a 
confident undertaking ufe us as Peters ufed him: 
But ftill to have our eyes on the aid and help of 
G§ds grace^ to u(c our Covenants as means the 
better to ftir up Gods graces inu&> and our pray- 
ers unto him for further fijpp'ies of lu As Ds* 
vid % l mil keep thy flamtesy 6iit thcn> domt thou 
j&rfake me m PfaL ii£.8. Our promifel of duty 
muft ever be fupported by Gods premifes of 
grace when we have undertaken to fcrve him, we 
muft remember to pray as Hezeiiab did > tmrd I 
am veakj d» thou undertake for me* Ifa.g 8*14* Our 
good work* cannot come out of us » till God do 
firft of all work them in w.Ifa. 1 6* 1 2. He muft 
perform his promifes oi grace to us, before we 
can ours of [twice unto him* Nothhg of ours 
can go to heaven, except we firft received it from 
heaven- We are able to A mthingkufim and ly 
Chrtft whiek jtrengthtneth m 7 iftfo+ 15,5 thiL^.i 3 . 
So that every religious Covenant which we make 
harh indeed a ^/c^/f obligation in it 5 An obliga* 
lion to the duty promifed^rhat we may fUr up our 
felves to performe it? and an obligation unto 
prayer y and recourfe to God^that he would fumifti 
us with grace to performe it: As he that hath ! 
bound himfelf topay a debt and hath no money 
of his own to do it, is contained t o betake him* 
feif unco applications that he may procure the 
monev of fome other friend, 

Laftly, the final! caufe of a Covenant is to 

dart 
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Quid tan* cm 

human* quam 
ca qua imtr 
efff fl&cucrunt 
fir v are? l\[p\- 
tti.X-i ff dc 
[ pacm, 
, OhUgatk eft 
Juris vinculum 
qW ittctjjiiate 



decern Obligatm* where was none before, orclfe 
ro dmhk and ftrcngthen it where one was before, 
to be Fhcuium tafiferv4ttd<e fidei y z bond to pre- 
fer ve truth and fidelity* Being fubjeA unto many 
remptacions, and having backfliding -and revolt 1 * 
ing hearts, ap ^ if they be not kept up to fervice, to 
drawback f otnir, therefore we ufe our felvcs as 
men do cowardly Souldiers, let them there where 
they muft fight* and (hall not be able to run away, 
or fall off from fervice. , dmfm ^ 

vend* rci. Initic lib ^, X* 1 4* Vid< Grcgoiium. TholoC dc Repub. lib* 8 cap & 

1 1 L This fhould fetve to Humble us upon a | Si8. 15. 
twofold confideratioru 

1 For the fdfemjft and unftedfaftneffc of our 
Hearts which want fuch C^tmnti to bindc rhem, 
and as It were faftcn them to the Altar with cords: 
as men put Uch and fetters upon wilde h&rfcs^ 
whom otherwife no inelofurc would (hut in* Our 
Hearts ( as Tacd fa id of Seule^ Gen. 49. 4.) are h hg* T *** 
t*4M* a* waters*. Moift Bodies (as wateris) SnKJ-' 
non cwtmmtur fuis UrmmiSy do not fet bounds ner& corrupt 
to themfelves, as folid and compared bodies 
do, but fiied all abroad, if left to themielves- 
thc way to keepe them united and together is 
to put them into a clofc veflell : fo the htm of 
man can fet it felf no bounds, but fals all afunder, 



Hbtc qui vitofti 
agunt mUcrn^ 
rcm<ffom , vq- 
l%ptitarmm y m 
ham & itlam 
parumficxiim 



_ d'CUhtllY 

BW (Sf rut €yph ^ <T/*pp WJc s C h ¥ }f & m * J 3 - T 4* & Snub, cTj^®- die mr I hngrd- 
f ap@- tic $A?£t- £ \w anumteqx*Mt*clxxurm & Ufavtti affiu-t^rciundfm* 
Terent- Hc.tuton. Mefailm^facWuct Adulter &r km mfifiid urn virf a ad incogmtmh* 
bidina pr&flutbar. Tack ArmaUI.ir Eruptiones lafchriarum. TcnuK Apol.csp, %i t 
The Scripture caJIeth it wenknes of Heart* Ezek. ift. 3°. and fo ihcPhjlofcphcr, 
i*(<w*t 70 plw rfdT^rm, tS <Ti *Swf*a, Ethic. ^7-^. 

N i and 
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yeLhte\!jn To 
<7Xtv@" j£ a/70- 

fffi - se* J^n- 
ad popul. An- 
cloth. 

fcr vcns & ab 
obite fevior 
ibit, Ovid* Sc- 


and out of frame 5 «v itdyym. as the Apoft Ics ex* 
predion is , 1 4- 4- rtf/?<r ^ff<e diffluc4is f 
Hebr. i m u if it be nor faftned aod bound together 
by fuch llrong Resolutions. Sometimes men ei- 
ther by the power oftl e »waf s or by the fliarpnefle 
of fome &fpiffion> arc quickned and cnfUran d unto 
pious purpofes, like green wood which blazeth 
while the bellows are blowings and now they 
think they have their hearts fure, and fhall conti- 
nue them in a good frame* to morrow fhall be a* 
this day .But prefently like an Infirumem in change 
of weather) they are out of tune again, and like the 
Chameleon prefently change colour, and as 
* Chryfoftome faith 5 the Preacher, of all workmen, 
feldome finds his work as he left it* Nothing but 
the grace of God doth billance and efta&hjh the 
hearty and holy Covenants are an ordinance or 
means which he hath p leafed to fan&ifie unto this 
purpofe,that by them as Inftruments Grace as the 
principal] caufe might keep the Heart ftedfaft in 
duty* If then ifaiah bewail the undeamcfje $f his 
lips y and fob fufpcfl the uncleanneffe and wander- 
ing of his Eyes 5 what reafon have we to be hum- 
bled for this iinftcdfaftndfe of our Hearty from 
whence the diffluence and loofenefleof everie 0- 
ther faculty proceed*? 

2 Ifwemuft bewail the falfenesofmt Hearts 
that ftand in need of Covenant t y how much mo*-e 
fhould we bewail rheir prfidioufats in the zioU- 
tion of Covenants? That they take occafion, even 
by Rc-ftrainr, like a 4 River that is flopped in his 
courfe a to grow more unruly. Or as a man after 

an 
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upen Ho s e AH; Ch.i4-V.2,)« 

an which took away his ftomack, to return 
with ftronger appetite unto fin again. To cmcifie 
our fins, and in repentance to fut them^zi it were, 
tojhame^ and then to take them down from the 
Croff. again, and fetch them to life* and repent of 
Rtftnt&nee* fo vow, and after to make inqui- 
ries Prav. 10*25* This Is a very ill requitall unto 
Chrift. He came from glory to fuffer for us, and 
here met with many difcouragements , not onefy 
from enemies, but from fiends and Difcip!e$./ar- 
dm betrayes him, Peter denies him, his Difciplcs 
fieep, his kinsfolks ftand afarreoff; yet he doth 
not look back from a C/pfezo a CtmnJU thoug'i 
he be tempted ta cvme dowa ixom the Crofle,vet he 
ftayes it out> that he might love^ and five m t$ tfm 
uttemoft ;but we no fooner out of ^gypt and 
Sodomy but we have hankering ^ffe&ions to re- 
turn, at the lea ft to hok 64c t ward* again- Engage 
our felves to be ruled by the Word of the Lord 
(as the Jews did* fer. 42, 5, 6 9 and with them, 
Itr. 43* -a- When we know his Word cavil! a- 
gainft it, and fliunk away from our own refblu- 
tions. O how fhould this Humble us, and mak , 
us vile in our own eyes ? God is exceeding angry ' 
with the breach of bur Humane C$venar4$Jer^^ t ' 
18. Ezek* 17, 1 3- How much more with the 
breach of ffcly Covenant* between himfelf and us, 
and threat net h feverely to revenge the quirrell of 
his Covenant- Levit. 5^2$. and fo doubtleflc he 
now doth, and will dofti ! l, except we take a pe- 
nitent Revenge upon our felves for it. And ther e- 
fore> 

Nji Laflly, 
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The feconi Sermon 



Vli Cht yfofh 
in PfalJij. 



* In ficderibu* 
tftfd.m amices 
atfy mmms 
h&kere fitm 
fiederath quod 
£x C^erone 
Ltvio obferv*- 
vit. Briflon. tic 
formal- Lt«4, 
Qjtu miles ak 
infkderatis nt 
dicam ub b&$* 
bm regibm da~ 
mtmum & p- 
pendium ap- 
tat) mfi plant 
dzftrw & 

Tertuhde prj* 
fcripc. cap, 12* 



Laftly, having cnrrcd into Covemnt wc fhould 
ufe double diligence in our performance of it* 
Quickning and ftirnng up our fehes thereunto. 

i By the confideration of the ftabihtjothh 
Covenant .w fth us, even the Jure mm its of Deiid. 
[fa* 54. 8,9- s 5* 3. To break faith wirh.a falfe 
perfon were a fault, but to deceive him that never 
fails nor forfakes us, increafeth both xht guilt and 
the unkindneffe. 

% By coouefcration of his continued and nnm- 
edmercitf. If he were a mldtr^efje unto us , there 
might be fome colour to repent us of our bargain, 
and to look our for a better ft i vice. But it is not 
onely untbAakfitt#effe t but follit to make a forfei- 
ture of mmm&vA to put God by our breach of 
Covenant with him, to break his with u% too. ler. 

3 By confideration of our Baptifmt and the 
tenor thereof , wherein we folenmly promife to 
keep a gwd cmfcience r and to Q^fervc All things 
whatftever Chriftc&mm&adcth 1 Ptt*y 2 l\ M&t. 
28. 1^ 20* From which engagement wc cannot 
recede without the note andinfamie of greater 
ptrfidioufoelfe*. To take Chnfts pq y and do fin 
fervicty to be a fubjeit unto Michael 9 and a pen- 
fioner unto the Dragon* to weare the Liver it of 
one Matter and do the mrk of another % to be an 
ifrdtlite in title, and a Samfohm in truth % this is 
either to forget or to deride our Baptifme* 2 Ptu 
i*9 • for thetein we did as it were fubfmhe our 
name?, and lifl our felves in the Regijier cf Sim$ 
and as it is ao high honour to be enro!ed in the 

gtnt&kgitt 
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gentahgks of tkt Church , fo is a great dishonour 
ro be expunged from thence, and to be mitten in 
tin Earth^na have our names with our bodies 
putrifie into perpetual I oblivion- ttrm* 17-13* 

4 Conmcr the feal 2nd mtmff'es whereby this 
Covenant harh been confirmed. Sealed in our 
own confcienccs by the fuk $ffaith y beleeving the 
Hdimffe of Gods mjes y and the excellencie of his 
Rewards j for he that bekeveth hdtk fit u hit feale* 
loh. 3*33- mutually attefted by mrfpirits^ feeling 
the fwcetnetfe of dutie 9 and by * Gods ^*W/,revea* 
Jing f he certainty of Rmtrd* Mom* 8- 16. and this 
in theprefence of Angels and Saints, into whofe 
communion wcare admitted 3 1 Corinth. 1 1 . io* 
Hthr* 12,12. fo that we cannot depart from this 
Co venanty w khout fham ing ou r felves to G od^to 
Angd% to men, and to our own conferences* Yea 
thei^^ where we were biptiztd^and the Tahh 
where we have ficraraentaily eaten and drank the 
body and blood of Chrift»and the very feats where 
we have fare atrending unto his voice, Jike lofhu^ 
his ftone, ^.14.33-37* will bewitneffesagainft' 
us if we deny our Covenants though there be* no 
need of mtmffet againft thofe who have to doj 
with the fearcher of hearts, and the Judge of con- 
feiences, that eonfum ing fire whom no lead j no 
drofTe 5 no reprobate fiber* no falfe metaiJ,can€i> 
dure or deceive, no ^inanits or Saphira lie unto 
withr ut rhcir own undoing. 

Laftly 3 Jet ns confHerthe eftate which thefej 
Covenants do referrc unto 3 and our Tenure where- 
* — - mal 



Bernard* Term, 
J-dc Evangc- 
1 lio frfccra pi* 
num. 

I 



* Vid. Bern, 
ferm. 1 ■ in A 
nunciau Ma- 
rfoe, & Term i 
dcTribus tefH 
montis. & fcx 
a. in die Pei* 
rccoft. Term 2, 
in fefilv. omni- 
um fanft. fer, 
f -in dedicat- 
Eecl. Term* <3c 
qua titor mod Is- 
oran dl fcr* 8. 

Sj.in 
Camk. dc na< 
tur. & dignit. 
dirimai&oris* 
c.ii.vid.criam 
Micbaljs Mc 
dmx apologia* 
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Fero adverfui 
DomSoto cfi- 
minationes 
apud Silt, ie* 
nenfem. Bib2i^ 
o:h. Hf . Afi- 
not, zi«. 
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The fecond Sermon 




unto the fe fcrv ices are annexcd 5 which is etemdll 
life. After we have had patience to keep our fhort 
^rorctfes of doing Gods will* he will performe 
lis erernall pro miles, of giving himfclf unto us* 
And who would for ft it an inheritance for rot 
payment of a fmall homage or quitrent referred 
upon it ? If we expeft eternal 1 life from him, 
there is great reafon we fhould dedicate 
a mortal! life unto hiin . Let us not 
pay our fervice in drejje^ when 
we expe& our wages 
in gold* 

THE 
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THE 

THIRD SERMON. 



Hose ah 14, Ver. 2,3. 

2, So will we render the cafaes of our lips. 

3. Afliur jh all not [aye u$ 7 we mill not ride 

upon Horjes > neither will we fay any more 
to the work of our hands 7 ye are our Gods ■ 
for in thee the father lejfe fndeth mercy. 

Aving handled the generall do- 
drine of our entring into Cove- 
nant with God, I fhall now pro- 
ceed unto the particulars which 
they here engage themfelves un- 
~ co, whereof the firftis a folernne 
Thank fgwing^ Wtmllrendtr the calves of our lips, 
* All thefacrifices of the Jevves were of two fores. 
Some were llafttcall, propitiatory , or expiatory, 
for pardon of fin,or itnpetration of favour : others 

A a w:re 
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Wcmfc rxeicift 
CcrmmX cx r 
at. 1 quamvLS 
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Tfye third Sermon 



were tttchdrifikdi^zmRcnof praift'(asthe peace 
offerings, Lcvit. 7*12. j for m?rcies obtained, PflrL 
107.2 2. With relation untothefe,theChurch hsrtf, 
having praied for forgivenefTe of fin , and for the 
obtaining of bleffings, do thereupon, for the far- 
ther enforcement of thofe petitions, promifc to of- 
fer the peace offerings of praife , not in the naked 
and em pry ceremony , but with the fpi ritual 1 life and 
viz. the Calves of their tips\ which are mo- 
ved by the inward principles of hearty fincerity 
andthf nkfgiving. 

From hence we learn ^that found convcrfion and 
repentance enlargeth the heart in thank fulneffe to- 
wards God,and difpofeth it to offer up the fieri fee 
pf praife. And this duty here promifed , cometh in 
this place under ftverall confiderations , for we 
may confident, 

I. Ut materiampalfi^s the matter of a Covenant 
or compaft, which we promife to render unto God 
in acknowledgement of his great mercy in anfwer- 
ing the prayers which we put up unto him for par- 
don and grace. It is obfervable that moft of thofc 
Pfalmes wherein h David implore th helpe from 
God , are clofed with thankfgiving unto him , as 
pfaLjAjti i.S.tf.ii.ittjtyiOyScc* David thus 
by an holy craft infmuating into Gods favour, and 
driving a trade between earth & heaven, receiving 
and returning,importingone commodity , and tranfc 
porting an other, letting God know that his mer- 
cies fliall not be loft, that as he bellows the 
forts of them upon him y Co he would returne the 
praifts of them unto heaven again, * Thofe Coun- 
tries/ 
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ufon Hoseah* Qhap.i^'Vir.i^. 

'Countries that have rich &ftaple-commodities to 
exchange and return unto others, have ufually th* 
freeft and fulled trafick and refortof trade made 
unto them* Now there is no fuch rick return from 
earth to heaven as prtifes ■ This is indeed the one- 
ly tribute we can pay unto God , to value , and to 
celebrate his goodnefle towards us. As in the fluxe 
andrcfluxeoftheSea, the water that in the one 
comes from the fea unto the ftiore , doch in the o- 
ther but run back into it fclf again : fo frMfeS d are 
as it were the returne of mercies into thtm\ elves y or 
into that bofbm and fountain of Gods love from 
whence they flowed. And therefore the richer any 
heart is in pnifes 5 the more fpeedy and copious are 
the returnesof mercy unto it. God hath fo ordered 
the creatures amongft themfelves y that there is a 
kinde of naturall confederacy^and mutual! negotia- 
t ion amongft them , each one receiving and retur- 
ning,deriving unto others 3 and drawingfrom others 
what ferves mod for the confer vat ion of them all, 
and every thing by various interchanges and vicif- 
fitudes flowing back into the originals from 
whence it came -thereby teaching the fouls of men 
to maintain the like fpirituall commerce and confe- 
derate with heaven 3 to have all the pafTages be- 
tween them and it open and unobftru£fced , that the 
mercies which they receive from thence, may not 
be kept under, and imprifoned in tmthankfulneffc, 
but may have a free way in daily praifes to returne 
to their fountain again. Thus -AW^afier his deli- 
verance from the flood 3 built an Altar ■ on which to 
facrifice the facrifices of chankfgiring ^ that as his 

A a a family 



tfCtvcs hibent 
jjropiiKjutra 
£u&ttofanique 
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c XL* unc gr atias 
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Idem fcr. j, in 
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The third Sermon 



family bythev4r£ was preferred from perifhing, 
fo the memory of Co great a mercy might in like 
manner by the Altar preferred too Gen, 8. 20- 
So Abraham afxzv a weary journey being comfor- 
ted with Gods gracious appearing and manifefta- 
tion of himfelf unto him 5 built an Altar , and called 
6-4 the Name of the Lord \G en* 1 2 .7. and after r another 
journey out of Egypt, was not forgetfull to returne 
unto that place again e> Gen, 1 3. 4, Gods pre fence 
drawing forth his praifes^as the returne of the Sun 
in a fpring and fummer,caufeth the earth to thruft 
forth her fruits and flowerj , that they may as it 
were meet> and do homage to the fountain of their 
beauty. If Hezekiah may be delivered from death ^ 
7/4-38*20. If David from guilty PfaL% 1 , 14. they 
promife to fing aloud of fo great mercy , and to 
take others into the conform iwitl teach tranfgref 
(ours thy way^ ank we will fing unto the ftringedin- 
(Irumetrts. Guilt flops the mouth, and makes it 
(peeckleffe y Mattb >zt*t%. that it cannot anfwer for 
one of a thoufand fins , nor acknowledge one of a ' 
thoufand mercies. When facob begged Gods ble£ 
fing on him in his journey, he vowed a vow of obe- 
dience and thankfulnefie to the Lord , feconding 
Godspromifes of *wrr<ry /with his promifes o^fraife, 
and anfwering all the parts thereof, if God mil be 
with me y and keep me > J wiR he His , and He faalibe 
mine. If he fingle out me and my feed, to fet us up 
as marks for his Angels to defcend unto with pro* 
te&ion and mercy 5 and will indeed give this Land 
to us^nd returne me unto my fathers hmfejhtn this 
ftoncwhichl have fee up for a pilUtand monument, 
fliall ; 
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upon Hoseah. Qyap.\4> Vtr^\ 



fhall be Gods Houfe , for mc and my feed ro praife 
him inland accordingly we finde he built an Altar 
tbere^nd changed che name of that place, calling 
it the Houfe of Gotland God, the God of Bethel, And 
laftiy,if God indeed will not leave nor forlake me, 
but will give fo rich a land as this unto rne ^ I will 
furtrly regime a homage backhand of his own,/ will 
give the tenth unto him againe. So pun&uill is this 
holy man to reftipulate for each diftinei promife a 
diftinct praifc , and to take the quality of his wm 
from the quality of Gods mercies y G en. 28.^.10.22. 
compared with <v.\7*i<$>Ge#. 3 5.6-7.14,15* Laft- 
\yjfo**h out of the belly of Hell cries unto God, 
and voweth dvow imzo him, that he would faciifice 
with the voice of thankfgiving 3 and tell all ages, 
that falvation is of the Lord, $omh 2.9. Thus wc 
may confider praifes as the matter of the Churches 
Covenant* 

I L Ut fruLitm faniienti£ y as a fruit of true re- 
pentance y and deliverance from fin. When fin is 
taken a way^when grace is obtained, then indeed is 
a man in a right difpofition to give praifes unro 

I God. When we are brought out of a wildcrneffe 
into Can.un> Deut. 8, 10, out of Babylon unto Sim, 
^fr.joaS.rp, then fatth the Prophet , Oat of them 
fluli proceed thanksgivings &nd the voice of them that 
make merrj^c. When lfraelhad pafled thorcw 
the red Sea ^ and faw the Egyptians dead on the 
fh ore/ the s*reat type of our deliverance from fin, 
death, and Satan, then they fing that triumphant 
Song , Mofes and the men finging the Song , and 
Mirism and the worsen anfwering them y and re- 

l Aa 3 pelting 
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Tlie third Sermon 



peating over again the burden of the Song, Sing ta 
the Lor d^ for he hath triumphed gUr ion fly , the Horfe 
and his rtder hath he thrown into the Sea y Ex&d. 15,1, 
20.11. Whenapoore foul hath taen with tftntk 
in the mid ft of the feas,compafTed with the floods 
clofedinwith the depths 5 brought down to the 
bottom of the mountaines , wrapt about head ani 
beart,:md all over with the weeds , and locked up 
with the bars of fin and death , when it hath felt 
the weight of a guilty confeience, and been terrifi- 
ed with the fearfull expedition df an approaching 
cmfe,Iying as it were at the pits brinke , within the 
ffnoak of hell 5 within the fmell of that brim ft one 
and fcovchings of that unquenchable fire which is 
kindled for the divcll and hisang*ls:and is then by 
a more bottomles and unfearchable mercy brought 
unto dry land, fnatched as a brand out of the fire, 
tranflated unto a glorious condition , from a Law 
to a Gofpcl,from a curie to a Crown M from dam- 
nation to an inheritance, from a flave to a Son, 
then,then onelyjicver till then, is that foul in a fit 
difpofitioa to fmg praifes unto God, when God 
hath forgiven all a mans iniquities s and healed all 
the difeafes of his foul, and redeemed his life from 
deftrutiion y Qx from hell(as the Chaldee rendreth it) 
and crowned him with loving kindnefle and ten* 
der mercies, turning away his anger,and revealing 
thofe mcrcieswhich arc frmeverlafiin^in ele&ion 
unto evtrlafiing in f alvation,rcmoving his fins from 
him as far as the Baft is from the Weft \ then a man 
will call upon his foule over and over againe , and 
fummon every faculty within hirrijStnd invite every 
3 creature 
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upon Hose ah, £hapA^. Ver.i.$. 

creature without him to Hcffe the Lord^ and to inge- 
minate praifes unto his holy name, PfaL 103. 1.4, 
io*%%> And as Dtvidihcvt begins tht PlMme, with 
Blc(fc the Lord Omy foxl^nd ends it , with bleffe the 
Lordo m) foul: fothe Apoftle miking mention of 
the like mercy of God unto him , tnd of the ex- 
ceeding abundant grace of Chrift, in fetting forth 
him who was a blafphemer 5 a perfecutor, and inju- 
rious,as a patterne unto all chat (hould beleeve on 
him unto eternal! life, begins this meditation with 
praifes,/ thank Chrtfl $efm mr Lord ■ and ends it 
with praifcSj mn the King eterndllJmmortdU^ invi- 
ftble^ t he omly wife God^be honour and gl§ry for ever 
and ever^ Amen. 1 Tim, 1,12.17- ^ is impoflible 
that foul ffiould be cruel y thankfull unto God, 
which hath noappreheflfionsof him,but as an ene- 
ai/eyready to call in^or at the lead to curfe all thofe 
outward benefits which in that interim and 
refpite of time between the curfe pronounced in 
the Lawman d executed in death, he vouchfafeth to 
impenitent finners can have no true 
notion of God but fuch. And therefore all the vcr- 
ball thanks which fuch menfeem to render unto 
God forbleflings, are but like the muficfc at a Fu- 
nerall 3 or the Trumpet before a Judge, which gives 
no comfortable found to the mourning wife, or co 
the guilty prifoner, 

III. Vt medium Impetraniu As an Argument 
and motive to prevaile with God in prayer, For the 
Church here praicsfor pardon, for grace, for hea- 
ling, not on-ly with an eye to its owne benefit , but 
unto Gods mnour. Lord, when thou haft heard and 
an fire red 
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an fwered u%then we {halt glori fie thee Pp/. 50. 15* 
7 fhaU pray ft thee^ faith David, for thou hafl heard me % 
and art become my falvation. PfaL 118. zi* It is true, 
if God con dermic us, he will therein fhew forth 
his owne glory ^ % Thtf m t * 9, as he did upon Phara- 
oh* Rom. 9, 17. In which fence iht flrongand terri- 
ble ones ate (zid toiler/ fie hi?n y ifay. 25.3* Becaufe 
his power in their definition is made the more 
cenfpicuous : But we fliould not therein concern 
unto the glorifying ot him- The grave cannot pray fe- 
him y they thti got doivne into the pit cannot celebrate 
his namc.pf. ?o. 9. 88. 10, 11 . The livings the living 
the j ft all pray fe thee J fa* 38*19* This is a frequent 
argument with David whereby to prevaile for mer- 
cy, becaufe elfe God would lofe the pmfe which 
by this meanes he fhould render to his name* FfaL 
6.4,5, 1 1 3. 17. &c. God indeede is All fuffici- 
ent to himfclfe, and no goodnes of ours can extend 
unto him. $ob 22.2.25,7* sYet as Parents delight 
to uft the labour of their children in things which 
are no way benefieiall unto thcrnfclves: fo God is 
pleafed to ufe us as inftmments for fetting f^rth his 
glory, though his glory ftand in no necdeofus, 
though we cannot adde one Cubit thereunto. He 
hath made all men h in ufmprofvndarum cogitatio- 
nam (uarnm , unto the ufes of his unfearchable 
Councells. He hath made all things for himfclfe^ yea 
even t he wicked for the day ofeviti. Frov. 16. 4. Yet 
he is pleafed to efteeme fome msnmeete far ufes , 
which others are not, 2 Tim. 2.21. and to jet apart 
fome for himfelfe, and for tnofe ufes. PfaL 4. 3* 
Ifay. 43. 21.^ God by his wifedome ordtrefh^ 

and 
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upon Hose ah. QbapA^ Ver.x.y 

and draweth the blind and brute motions of the 
worft creatures unto his own honmr^s the hunts- 
man doth the rage of the dog to his pleafure^or the 
Marriner the blowing ofche wiude unto his voy- 
age, or the Artift the heate of the fire unto his 
worke 5 or the Phifiaan the bloudthtrftinefle 
of the Leech unto a cure* But godly men 
are fitted to bring dBmlly glory unto him > to glo- 
rify him doingly. 1 C&r 10. 30. 3 1 , Epke* 1. Ii 5 i2, 
And this is that which God cheifely takes plca- 
fure in. 

Our Saviour bids his difciples caft their netc in- 
to the Sea,, and when they had drawn their nct y he 
bids them bring of the fifh which they had then 
caught, and yet we finde that there was a fire of 
coales, and fifh laid thereon^ and bread provided 
on the land before, ^fohn 21. 6,9, 10- Thereby 
teaching us that he did not ufe their induftrie for a- 
nyneede that he had of it, but becaufe he would 
honour them fo far as to let them honour him with 
their obedience. And therefore even then when 
God tells his people that he needed not their fervi- 
ces > he yet calls upon them for thankfgiving. PfaL 

This then is a ftrong argument to be ufed in prai- 
er for pardon, for grace, tor any fpirituall mcrcie. 
Lord, if I perifli, I fliall not praifc thee, I fh ill not 
be meetc for my Matters ufes . Thy glory will one- 
ly be forced out of me with bio wes, like fire out 
of a flint, or water out of a rock. Buc thou delight- 
eft to fee thy poore Servants §peme towards thy 
glory j to fee them not farced by power 5 but ftvtyed 
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by love to fliew forth thy praifes. And this we fhill 
never doe till finne be pardoned. Godcanbring 
light ontof light 3 as the light of the Starresout of 
the light of the Sun, and he can bring lt%htmtof 
darkenes^ as he did at firfl; but in the one cafe there 
is a meetnes for fuch an ufe, in the other not. Now 
we are not meete Subje&s for God to reap honour 
from, till finns be pardoned, till grace be confer- 
red- 1 hen we (hall give him the fraife of his mercy 
in pittying fuch greivous finners, and the pmlft of 
his pmtr and wifedome in healing fuch mortall dif- 
eafes, and the praife of his glorious and free grace 
in fending Salvation tothofethat did not inquire 
after ft, and the praife of his patience in forbearing 
us fo long, and waiting that he might be gratious^ 
and the prdife of his wonderful! providence in cau- 
fing all things to worke together for our good t and 
the praife of his jujtice by taking part with him a- 
gainft our owne finnes, and joyning with his grace 
to revenge the bloud of Chrift upon them- A pot- 
flic a rd is good enough to hold fire, but nothing 
but a found and pure vefTel! is meete to put wine or 
any rich depofitum into. 

IV- Vt frincipium operandi* As a principle of 
Emendation of life,and of new Obedience. Lord 
take away iniquity and receive us into favour, then 
will we be thanhfull unto thee, and that fliall pro- 
duce amendment of life^ A (bar (hall not fave m y 
neither will we ride upon herfes^&c. A thankefull 
apprehenfion of the goodnes of God in forgiving, 
giving, faving, honouring us, is one of the princi- 
pal! foundations of fincere obedience. Then the 
Soul e/ 
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Soule will thinke nothing too good for God, that 
hath {hewed himfelfe fogood unto it. What (hall I 
render unto the Lord for all his benefits? faith the 
Prophet David, PfaL 1 16. 12. and a little sifter it 
followes, O Lord, truly lam thy fervant^l am thy 
fern 'ant \and the Son of thine Handmaide. that is^n 
Home-borne fervanc y thine from my mothers 
vvombc. It is an allufion to thofe who were borne 
of Servants in the Houfe of their Mafters, and fo 
were in a condition of Servants, Partus fequitur 
<ventrem. If the mother be an Handmatde, the 
childeis a Servant too, and fo the Scripture callcth 
thtmfliosdomm^ children of the houfe. Gtn. 14: 
14 15; 3. 17: »2. Lev* 22: 11. Ecclefi. 2: 7. His 
heart being enlarged inthankefullnefle 3 prefently 
minded him of the deep ingagements that did bind 
him unto Service even from the worn be. True fi- 
liall and EvangelieaH obedience arifeth irom faith 
and love. Faith fhewes us Gods love to us, and 
thereby worketh in us a Reciprocall love unto him. 
We bve him^ hecanft he loved us ftrfl, 1 $ohn 4, 19. 
This is the onely thing wherein a Servant of God 
may anfwer him, and may it fimtli mutuant repen* 
iere vicem, as Bernard fpeakes, returne backe unto 
God what he gives unto him. b If he be angry with 
me, I mutt not be angry againe with him, but feare 
and tremble, and begge for pardon. If he reprove 
me, I muft not reprove but juftifie him : If he judge 
me, I muft not judge but adore him. But if he bve 
me y I muft take the boldnes to love him againe, for 
therefore he loves that he may be loved, And this 
love of ours unto Chrift makes us ready to doe e- 
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very thing w<* he requires of us,becaufe wejtnow 
char he harh done much more for us then he requi- 
reth of us, The love ofchrifi faich the Apoftle/w- 
ftraimth us bctaufewe thus judge^ that if one dyed far 
allythen were all dead 7 that is either dead i# and with 
him in regard of the guilt and punifbment of flnne, 
fo as to be freed from the damnation of it, or dead 
by way §f conformity unto his deaths in dying unco 
finne, and crucifying the old man, foas to fhake 
off the power and ftrcngth of it* And the fruite of 
all, both his dying and our loving, is this, That we 
fhould not live unt§ our [elves , but unto him thai dyed 
for us androfe againt. Thus love argues from the 
greater to the leffer, from the grearnes of his worke 
for us to the fmalnes of ours unco him ^ If he dyed 
to give us life, then we muft live to doe him Ser- 
vice. 

k Fesrt produceth onely fervile & imwilling per- 
formances, asthofe f mites which grow in Winter, 
or in cold Count ties, are fowrc, unfavoury,and un- 
conco&ed^but thofe which grow in Summer^orin 
hotter Countries , by the warmth and influence of 
the Sun are fweete and wholefome : fuch is the 
difference between thofe fruits of obedience which 
fetre and which Uve produceth. The moll formal! 
principle of obedience is love^ and the fir ft begin- 
ings of love in us unto God arite from his mercies 
unto us being thankfully r erne mb red j & this teach* 
eth the foide thus to argue, God hath given deli- 
verances unto mee, and flmldlbreake his Comman~ 
dements i Ezra 13, 14, Chrift gave himfelfe to re- 
deememee from all miquicy,andtomake me in a 
^ L ^ f : 9- fpeciaU 
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fpeciall manner his owne^ therefore I muft be zed- 
low of gnd workes* Tit. 2. 14, therefore I muft 
fhew forth the vertuts of him that called me out of 
d&rkenes into his marvellous Light* 1 Pet. 1.9* No 
more f request y more copious common place in all 
the Scriptures then this to call far obedience, and 
to aggravate dilbbedience by the confiderationof 
the great things that God hath done for us. Vent. 
10/20. ax. ir, 7*8, 29. 32. 6p 24, 2- 14- 

1 $*m. 12. 24. I fay* 1.2- $tr 9 1. 5 : 6- Bhf. 2, 8- 
Mic. 6*3,5. In the a Law a Rtnfomtd man became 
the Servant of him that bought and deli vet ed him: 
and upon this argument the Apoftle calls for obe- 
dience. T i are mt your omne y but ym are bought with 
s price j therefore glorifi God inyom hdy > and in your 
(pirits, which are Gods, 1 Cor. 6 . 19 , 20. We have 
but the ufcoi our felves , the property is his , and 
we may doe nothing to violate that . 

V. Ut inftrumentum divine gloria* Asa means 
and inftrument of publifhing Godsptaifes. There 
is an Ernphafis in the word Lips*, Sometimes it is 
a diminutive word.taking away from the duty per- 
formed, as Matfh- 1 y*8* *Xhu people honour mi with 
their lips, but their heart is far from me. But here 
it is an Augmentative word a that enlargeth the du- 
ty, and makes it wider. I will facrifice unto thee 
faith zfonsk, with the "voice of thanksgivings tfonah 

2 *$* God regardeth not the facrifice if this be not 
the ufe that is made of it, to publifh and celebrate 
the glory of his name* The outward ceremony is 
nothing without the thankfulnefleofthe he.irt^ and 
the thankfulneffe of the heart is too little^ except it 
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have a volet to prockme it abroad , that others 
may learn to glorifie and admire the works of the 
Lord coo. It is not enough to Sacrifice, not enough 
to facrifke the facrifces of thank [giving , except 
withall we declare his works with rcjtycw^pfaLioj. 
2 z -There is ^private t hank f nines of the Soul within 
it fe!f s when meditating on the goodneffe of God* 
it doth in fecret return the tribute of an humble and 
obedient heart back againe unto him y which is to 
praife God on the Bed: and there is fubltck thankf- 
giving^ when men tell of the wondrom works of God 
in the rrcat Congregation of his Saints^PfaLi^. r - 5 , 
P/i/. 26*7.12, Nowhere the Church promifeth 
this publkk tbankfgiving^it {hall not be the thank- 
fulnefle of the hem onely , but ot the lips t«o. As 
it is noted of the thankful! Leper y that with a loud 
voice be glorified God^Lukc 17* 1 5 * The living 4 the 
living flhtll prat [e thee , faith He&ekiah ; but how 
fliould they doit > The fathers to the children (hall 
make known thy truth 5 jfay 38. 19. There are fome 
affe&ions and motions of the heart that do flop the 
mouthy are of a cold ftupefa&ive 3 and conftringent 
nature, as the fap ftaies and hides it felfe in the 
root while it is winter. Such is fear and extremity 
of gricfe. Come faith the Prophet^ Let m enter into 
our de fenced cities 1 and let m be ftlent there , for the 
Lord our God hath put m to ftlence , Jcr. 8.14. Kai, 
10.14. Other affections open the mouth , arc of an 
expanliveand dilating nature^know not how to be 
ftraitned or fupprefled, and of all thefe , joy , and 
fenfe of Gods mercy, can leait contain it felt in the 
compafle of our narrow breaft, but will fpread and 

commu- 
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communicate it felfeta others. A godly Heart is 
in this like unto thofe flowers which flint when the 
Sun Tecs, when the night comes, and open againe 
when the Sun returnes and fhines upon them. If 
God withdraw his favour, and fcndanightofaffli- 1 
dioh, they fliut up themfelves and their thoughts 
in filence^ but if he fhineagain,and Ihed abroad the 
light and fenfe of his love upon them , then theii 
heart and mouth is wide open towards heaven in 
lifting up praifcs unto him. Hannah prayed tfilent- 
ly fa long as fiie was in bitterneffe of foul,and of a 
fbrrowfull fpirit, t 1* 13. 15. but as fooneas 
God anfwered her prayers , ami filled her heart 
with joy in him^prefently her month was enlarged 
into a Song of thaifcfgiving, Chap. 2.1. 

There is no phrafe more ufuall in the Pfalmes, 
then lo ftng forth fraifes tinto God,and it is not ufed 
without a fpeciall Emphafis. For it is one thing to 
praifcmd another to Sing praifes y Vh\.i 46.2 .This 
is, to publifb^to declare, to (peak of, abundantly to 
utter the memory of Gods great goodnefTe, that 
one generation may derive praifes unto another as 
the Exprefftons are, Pp. 14; .4,7, And therefore we 
finde in the moft lolemne thankfgivings^thac the 
people of God were wont in great companies , and 
with muficall inft rumen ts to found forth the praifes 
of God, and to caufe their joy to be heard afar off, 

I ^tfw.iz»27.3i4^^i.i2.4.5.6.7er.3U7.This 
1 then is the force of cheexpreffion, Lord when thou 
haft taken away iniquity, and extended thy grace 
, and favour to us, we will not onely have t hank f nil 
1 htarts r t\txy man topraife thee by hiinlelfe 5 but 

we 
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we will have thankfdllifs to fhew forth thy praifc* 
we will ftir up and encourage one another, we will 
tell our children, that the generations to come may 
know the mercy of our God. 

This is a great part of the Cmmmhn &f Saints to 
joyne together in Gods prayfes. There is a Com- 
munion of Sinners wherein they combine together 
to dtfhomttr GW,and encourage one another in evil, 
Vfal ,83.5.8, Pw.i.io.ii.£w was no 
fooner caught her felf , but fhe became a kinde of 
Serj>ent y to deceive and to catch her husband. A 
Tempter hath no looner made a Sinner , bnt that 
Sinner will become a Tempter. As therefore Gods 
Enemies hold communion todiftionour him : fb 
great reafon there is that his fervants fliould hold 
CGwwtunhn Ufrmfthim % and to animate and heart- 
en one another unto duty, as men that draw at an 
anchor, and Souldiers that fet upon a fervice,ufe 
to do with mucuall incouragetnents, l[d*2*3*Z&ch> 
S*ziMdL$, itf. The HelyOyle for the San&uary 
was made of many Ipices compounded by the art 
of the Perfumer, £aW;;o,z 24. 25.ro note unto 
us that thofe duties arc fwecteft which are made up 
in a Csmmumm cfSamts y td.ch one contributing his 
influence and furtherance unto them. As in windes 
! and rivers where many meet in one they are ftron- 
j geft«,and inChaines and Jewels where many iinkes 
and ft ones are joyncd in one 5 they are richeft . All 
good isdiffufivc , like Leven in a lump, like fap in 
a rootle will finde the way from the heart to every 
faculty of foul and body, and from thence to the 
cares and hearts of others. Every living creature 
1 was 
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was made with the feed if life m #f, to preferve it 
felf by multiply ing,G^i*i 1*1 1* And ofall feeds 
that of the Spirit 3 md the Word, (i foh.$.$, i ftt* 
i .ii.) is moll vigorous, and in nothing fo much as 
in glorifying Goo, when the joy of the Lord,which 
is our ftrength^ doth put it felf forth to derive the 
praifes of his Name 3 and to call in others to the ce- 
lebration of them. 

From all which we learn > I . By what means (a* 
mongfi many others) to try the truth of our con* 
verfion; namely, by the life and workings of true 
Thankfttlwffc unto God for pardon ot fin > and ac- 
cepting into favour. Certainly when a man is con- 
verted him felf ^ his heart will be enlarged 5 and his 
mouth will be filled with the praifes of the Lord; 
he will acquaint others what a good God he is tur- 
ned unto- If he have found Chrift himfelf^as An- 
drew and Philip ,and the woman of Samaria did,he 
will prefently report it to others , and invite them 
to come and (te$ah. i .46. 5^,4. »£■ If Zachm 
be converted,, he receivech Chrift joyfully, Luk. 19, 
6 , If Matthew be converted, he entertains him with 
a feaft 5.79. If Corntlim be inftruded in the 
knowledge of him y he will call his kinsfolke and 
friends to partake oi fuch a banquet,^?/ 10 24. If 
David bt converted himfelf^he will endeavour that 
other finners may be converted too, FfaLp .13 . and 
will {hew them what the Lord hath done for his 
foul. The turning of a finner from evill to good, 
is like the turning of a Bell from one fide to ano- 
ther, you cannot turne it* but it will make a found, 
and icportits own motion. He that hath not a 
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mouth open to report the glory of Gods mercy to 
his foul, and toftrengthen and edifie his brethren, 
may juftly que ft ion the truth of his own cohverfir 
on* In Arons garments (which were types of holi- 
ne{fe) there were to be golden Bells and Pomegra- 
which ^ifvffe may make any allegoricall ap- 
plication of it) incimateth unto us, That as a Holy 
life is fruttfuUmd active in the duties of fpirituall 
obedience, fo it is loud and vocafl in (bunding forth 
the prartes of God.and thereby endeavouring to e- 
difie the Church* Gideons Ldmps and Pitchers 
were accompanied with Trumpets - when God is 
pleated to put any light of grace into thefe earthen 
veflels of ours, we fhould have mouthes full of 
thankfulnefTe to returne unto him the glory of his 
goodnefle. 

And as that repentance is unfound which is not 
accompanied with th/inkefulnc(fe y fo that thankful- 
neffeis but empty and hypocritical! 5 which doth 
not fpring out of found repentance ^ we ufe to fay 
that the words of Fools are in Ubrk , borne 
in their lips : but the wards of wifemen are E fake 
petferis, drawn up out of an inward judgement. The 
Cdves eft he lips arc no better then the Calves iff the 
Bull in Godsaccountjif they have not an heart in 
them- Without this thepromife here made to God 
would be no other then that with which Nurfes de • 
ceivc their little children, when they promife them 
a S a Y golden new-nothing- Praife in the mouth 
without repentance in the heart,is like a Sea- weed 
that grows without a root, Liie the powring of 
Balme and Spices upon a dead body,, which can 

never/ 
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never thoro wly fecure it from putrefa&ion. Like a 
perfume about one lick of the plague, whofc fweet 
fmell carries infeftion along with it. It is not th t 
mentioning of mercies, but the improving of them 
unto piety, which expreffeth ourthankfulciefle unto 
God . G od fets every bleffing upon our fcore , and 
expe&s an anftver and returns futeable. He com- 
pares Cors&in and Bethfdidd with tyre and Sidw^ 
and if their lives be as bad as thefe y their punifti- 
ment fhall be much heavier f becaufe the mercies 
they enjoyed were much greater. The mt ufingof 
mercies is the being unthmkfull for them* And it 
is an heavie account which men rrmft give for aba- 
fed mercies^ Beat. 32, tf. Am&s 2*0* 15. Lukt 15,7. 
Heb.6.'j.Sins againft mercy and under mcrcy.are 
tkefirft ripe fruity when the Sun fliincs hotteft, the 
fruits ripen fafteft , A wj 8 . 1 , % * $er , i . t ttu God 
doth not beare fo long with the provocations of a 
Cfmnh y as of thofe that are not a people-, the fins of 
the Amoritts were longer in ripening , then the fins 
of ifrseL When judgement is abroad, it will be- 
gin at the Houle of God. 

II. We fhouldbe fb much the moreeirneftly 
preffed unto this , by how much it is the greater e- 
vidence of jurconverfionunto God, and by how 
much more apt we are to call for mercies when we 
want them, then with the Leper to rcturne praifes 
when we do enjoy them- Ten cried to be healed, 
but there was but one that returned glory to God. 
Veflels will found when they am empty , fill them 
and they are prefenriy durab. When we want mer- 
cies, then witb Pharaoh we cry out for pardon , for 
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peace 5 for fupplies , for deli verances % but when 
prayers are anlvvered, and our turne ferved , how 
few remember the method which God prefcribes. 
Call on me in the day of trouble y 1 will heart thee^ and 
thonfhdt glorifiem* y PfiL yo. 15. yea how many 
like Swine trample on the meat that feeds them, 
and tread under foot the mercies that prefeve them? 
How many are fo greedily intent upon the things 
they defire,that they cannot fee nor value the things 
they enjoy- Omnk feftinatio caca eft* It is noted 
even of good King Hez>ekjah y that he did not render 
ucording to the benefits which he had received, 
% Chron* 32*25. Therefore wc fliould be exhorted 
incur prayers for pardon and grace,to do as the 
Church here doth, to prom ife the Sacrifices of 
7 bankfttlneffe and obedience, not as a price to pur- 
chafe mercy (for our good extends not unto God, 
pfdLi6.2.) but as a eye and obligation upon our 
felves,to acknowledge and retume the praife of 
mercy to him that gives it. And this the ApofHe 
exhortethus unto, that §w requefis fliould he made 
known unto God y not onely with prayer and fuppH* 
cation, but wit hThankt fgtmng y PhiL^.6. i Thefc. 
ij 18- iTim.zj. which we finde to have been his 
ownpradice, 3,14.20.21. We ftioud keep a 
Catalogue of Gods mercies to quicken us unto du- 
ne, as well as a Catalogue of our own fins to make 
us cry for mercy. And unto this duty of Thanks- 
giving we may be excited, 

I. By the confi deration of Gods greatneffe- Gnat 
it the Lord, and t her fore greatly to he prdifed y P(-ljfi> 
3. The/>m/aof Godfhouldbe according to his 
t Namt^ 
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N^Pf^o.Pf ^.S- All things were made for 
no other end, but to return glory to him that made 
them.Becaufe ail things are*/£w,therfore all muft 
be t & htm.RoA 1,36, And this the very Figure of the 
world texcheth us.For ^Circular //Trends where it 
began, and returns back into its original point,by 
that means ftrengthning and prefcrving it fe!f. For 
things are ufually ftrongeft when neareft their ori- 
ginally and the more remote from chat , the weaker 
they grow- As a tree is ftrongeft at the root ; and 
a branch or bough next the trunk or (lock, and 1 he 
further out it grows from thence , the fmaller and 
weaker it grows coo-, and the further it is from the 
original 1 of its being, che nearer it is unto nor- Be- 
ing. So all creatures are hereby taught both for 
prdervation of that being they have^and for fupply 
of what perfe&ions they want, and in both, for the 
fetting forth of the greatneffe of their Maker, (out 
of whofe infinite Being all finite beings are Curtai- 
ned and perfe&edjto run back unto God^for whofc 
fake they are, and have been created- Rivers come 
from the Sea, and therefore run back into the Sea 
again The Trees receive fap from the earth , and 
within a while pay it back in thofc leaves that fall 
down to the earth again. Now as God hath made 
all creatures thus to fhew forth the glory of his 
greames , fo he will have them do it by theft Prin- 
ciples^ and in that maner of working which he hxth 
planted in them* lnmmm and meerc mturdl crea- 
tures are bid to praife the Lord, Pfal.148.8.9. but this 
they do blindly dndigmramly^ like the arrow which 
flies coward -the raarke^ but underftandeth noc its 

C c 3 own 
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own motion, being direfted thither by an under- 
ftanding without and above it felE And thus when 
every thing by thenaturall weight and inclination 
of its own form moveth to the place where it may 
be preserved, or draweth to it chofe further degrees 
of perfection, whereby it may be improved 7 and 
have more of being communicated to it, it may 
cruel y be faid to praife the Lord, in that it obeyeth 
the Law which hi planted in it^and is by his wife 
providence carried back towards him ,to derive its 
confervation & perfeft ion from the fame fountain 
from whence its Being did proceed. But now iw/i- 
ndle credfnresbzmg by God enriched with Inter- 
nail knowledge i and that knowledge in his Church 
exceedingly raifed by his mamfeftation of himfelf 
as their uttermoft bleflednelTe in the Word unto 
them, He therefore requires that we ftiould mrke 
aEtivcly^mdtvith intention ef the End for which he 
made us, guiding all our aimes and inclinations to- 
wards his glory by that internall knowledge of his 
Excellency which he hath implanted in us, and re- 
vealed to us. And indeed all other creatures are in 
this fenfe faid to glorifie God , becaafe the infinite 
power, wifdom, goodneffe, and perfection of God 
which are in their beings and workings fo notably 
relucent , do become th- objeft of reafondhle crea- 
tures , to contemplate upon » and by ^ap- meanes 
draw forth admiration and adoration fnfffl§fiba. 

II. By theconfiderationof Gttds gosAnejfe* He 
defervesitatout hands- He gives more to us then 
wc are able to render tmto him. The Sun fliines on 
the Moon with his own glorious light, the Moon 

returnes 
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returns but a faint and fpotted light upon the world. 
We can return nothing unto God , but that which 
hhismvn^ i Chrm.29.16. and it goes not with that 
purity from us as it came unto us. We can nut fend 
forth a thought round about us , but it will returne 
with a report of mercy, and that mercy calls Kir a 
returne of praifc* a But above all, the goodnefe of 
God mentioned in the text. Taking dway iniquity, 
and receiving gratioujly jthis calls for the Calves of 
the lip to be offered , as in the new Moons, with 
T rumpets and fo]emnity,M"7*£. 1 0 . 1 o, The beams 
of the Sun the more dire&Iy they fall on the body 
of the Moone 5 do fill it with the more abundant 
light ; fb the more copious and notable Gods mer- 
cies are unto us, the more enlarged fbould our prai- 
les be unto him. Therefore true Penitents that have 
more tafled of mercy , are more obliged unto 
thankfgiving, P/4/,147. 20. Excellent fpeech is not 
comely in the mouth of fools J^zov. 17.7, But Fraife 
is cmely for the upright \ P faL 3 3 . 1 - For as God is 
mofldi (honoured by the fmn^ of holy men when 
they are committed ^gainft light ^ and break forth 
into fcandallj as a b fpot in filke is a greater blemifh 
then in Sackcloth, a Sam* 12.14. So is he m oft ho- 
noured by the confeffion and praifes of holy men, 
becaufethey know more of his dory and good- 
neflcchen others, and can report greater things of ^qaiefecra 
htm. Wicked men fpeakof God by bears-fay, and & quietus cer- 
by notion ondy, but holy men by * intimate lx- l££3^ 

non jud ici^nrm magiftn,(cd fuonli — fed h:u rara fiora^S: parva mora.TSer h fr. 13. in C^nt. 
Mens incffabili vcrbi illttfa dulcedinc quodammodo fc Qbi furatur imo vapLturafqoc elibi- 
tur a fcipfa ut veibo fVu^mr dulce coram crcium, fed breve momentum & cxpmmentum 
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perienc€ y as the Queen of Shtha knew more of Solo- 
mons wifdom from his mouthy then from his fame. 
He that fees but the outward Court and buildings 
of a Palace, can fay it is a glorious place : but he 
that like the Ambafladoursof the King of Babylon 
in HezekUh his time, (hall be admitted to fee the 
houfeof fretiom t kings y and all the Treafuresof the 
Palace , can fpeak much more honourably of it. E- 
very one might fee and admire the ftones of the 
Temple without, who were not admitted to view 
the Gold^and curious workmanfhip within. The 
more intimate Communion a man hath with God 
as a Redeemer y the more glorious and abundant 
praifes can he render unto him. Be fides * Fraffe is 
the language of Heaven y the whole Happineffe oi the 
Saints there is to enjoy God y zr\d their whole bttfineffc 
is u praife him, And they who are to live in ano- 
ther Countrcy^will be more foltcitous to learn the 
language 5 and forcacquaint themfelves with the 
manners and ufages of that Countrey 5 than they 
who have no hopes nor aflurance of comming thi- 
ther. As they who have hope to be like Chrift in 
glory y will furifie themfelves , that they may in the 
meantime bt like him ingr&e y i ^^tf 3.2.3. So 
they that have Hope to praife him for ever in Hea- 
ven, will ftudy the Song of Mofes and of the Lamb 
before they come thither. And indeed none can 
praife God but they that can abafe and deny them- 
{elves. Wicked men in all duties fcrve and feeke 
themfelves. But the very formality of praife is M 
feeke God y and to make him the End of our fo do- 
ing. The Apoftle exhorts us to offer ourfelvts 4 //- 
T/flg 
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vingSacrifice^Rom. 1 2 . i .that is co fay to feperatc our 
felves for God, and for his ufes. The Sacrifice we 
know was Gods ^othxs fake ir was burnt ,&broken, 
.anddeftroied.We muft be fuch Sacrifices^deny our 
felves, be loft co our felves ; not ferve,nor feek,nor 
atme at our (elves : but refolve toefteem nothing 
dearein comparifon of Gods Honour, and to be 
willing any way whether by life or by death that 
he may be magnified in us, A$s 11.13. Pkil.i.io. 
Love of Communion in natural! creatures is ftronger 
then felfe-love* Stones will move upward , nre 
downward,to preferve the univerfe from a vacuity, 
and to keep the com pages of nature together. How 
much more island ought the love of God himfelfe 
in the new creature to be ftronger then the fe If- love 
whereby it feeks and ferves it felfe ? And without 
this,all other fervices are but Ananias his lye , lies 
to the Holy Ghoft, keeping to our felves what we 
would feemto beftowupon him* Lifting uptheeies, 
beating the breaft^fpreading the haiids,bendingtHe 
knee, hanging down the head, Levening the coun- 
tenance, fighing, fobbing, faftmg ,howLing,aIl no- 
thing elfe but mocking of God. And we may fay 
of fuch men,as the Emperor of him fhat fold gkf- 
fes for peavle (though in a fadderfen'c lmpo(lnram 
facimt &pdticntttr< They deceive God, and fail c 
in his Precepts,and they (hall be themfelves decei- 
ved,md faile in their own expectation. For the 
hope of the wicked /7m// per if}). 

1 1 1. By a double con fi deration of our felves. 
I. Of our naturall r^r/wr and fluggiftineffe unto 
this dutte. As the dead Sea drink s in the Kiver 
_____ Dd for dm , 
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ffordan^nd is never the tweeter, and the Ocean all 
other Rivers, and is never the freiher. So we are 
apt to receive daily mercies from God, and ft ill re- 
maine unfenfible of them , unthankfull tor thenu 
Gods mercies to us are like the dew on all the 
grott»d y ouv thanks to him like the dew on the fleece. 
We arc like K flier mens whcH* , wide at that end 
which lets in the Fifh, but narrow at the other end, 
fo that they cannot get out againe. Greedy to get 
mercy, tenacious to hold it, but unthankfull in ac- 
knowledging or right ufing of it, The ratne comes 
down from heaven in fhowres , it goes up but in 
mifts* We fow in our land me me&fure ,and receive 
ten ^ yea ifsac received an hundred fold, Gen. 26* 
12. But God fows ten jit may be an hundred mer- 
cies amongft us, when we fcarce rt turne the praife 
and the fruit of one* Our hearts in this cafe are like 
the windows ofthe Temple, 1 wide /»- 

n>drd to let in mercies y but mrrow outward to let 
forth praifes. Now as Solomon faies, if the iron be 
blumjve mufifut too the more flrength ■ and as Huf- 
bandmen ule where the nature of land is more de- 
fective, to fupply it with the more importunate la* 
hour-, fo having hearts fo earthly for the perfor- 
mance of fo heavenly a duty, we fhouldufethc 
more holy violence upon them,and as the Widdow 
did extort juftice from an unjuft Judge by her con- 
tinual! coming, Luke 18- 5. We fhould preffeand 
urge, and with ingeminated importunity charge 
this duty upon ourfelves, as the Pfalmift doth y O 
that men would praife the Lord for hts goodxeffe^for 
bis wonderfutt workes to the children of men^tzL 

107. 
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i07J.15.21.3i. II. Qimxwn benefit. For in- 
deed all the benefit which sir ifeth out of this duty, 
redounds to us, and none to God. His glory is in- 
finite,and eternally the fame, there is nor can be no 
acccflion unto that by all our pratfes. When a 
Glaffe reflefteth thebrightneflfe of the Sun", there is 
but an acknowledgement of what was, not any Addi- 
tion of what was not. When an excellent Or at our 
makes a Panegyrical! Oration in praife of fome ho- 
nourable Perfon , he doth not infufeany dramme 
of worth into the perfon , but onely fetteth forth 
and declareth that which is unto others. A curious 
P/^/jwrpraifetha beautifull face, not by adding 
beauty to it, but by reprefenting that which was in 
it before. The window which lets in tight into an 
houfe, doth not benefit the light, but the houfe into 
wkich the light fhineth. So our praifing of God 
doth ferve to quicken , comfort 3 and refrefh our 
felvesj who have intereft in Co good a God : or to 
edifie and ineourageour brethren , that they may 
be ambitious to ferve fo Honourable a Mafter ; but 
they adde no luftre or glory to God at all. 

Now laftly, for the right performance of this 
Dutie. It is founded on the due apprehenfions of 
Cods Being Good, and of his Doing Good y P[a.i\f.6%. 
Or of his excellency in himfelfe 5 and his goodnefle 
unto us. In the former refpeft \k ftandeth in A- 
doring and extolling the great Name of God , afefib- 
ing in our hearts and mouthes all bleffedneffe unto 
him, acknowledging his infinite Majefije in him* 
felfe^andhis Sovereignty over us his poore crea- 
tures, Exod. 15,11, Mic.jA 8. and fo covering out 
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faces, and abhorring our felvcs in his figb^ 6- 
42. 5. 6. not daring to queftion any of his 
deep, abfolute , and molt unfearchable CounfeJs^ 
but becaufe all things arc of htm y to acknowledge 
that air things ought to be for and to him , and 
are to be reduced to the Ends of his glone^ by 
the Comfdl of hu own * will y Rom. 9. 20,21. Rom. 
11.33,36. AfattA. 11.25,26. Pfal.il^^S. $ob 9, 
12. Ejthefi. 11. I n the latter refpetf: , as he is the 
God in whom we Live and move^ and have our he* 
i&gj and hope for our. blefledneffe, fb it importeth, 
i.a Glorftvg and reioycing in him as our alone feli- 
ciiy>PfAl.i3*i + Hdhdc.$.i8 m Phil.$ ,4. 2. Pichoof 
ing and preferring him above all other good 
things, making him our End andaime, in life, in 
d. attain doing, in fuflfering, flaw. 14.7,8. 3. A 
Thankfull acknowledgement of all his mercies , as 
moft heneficidl unto us, and mod gratuitous and 
free in regard of him, 2 Ssm.*j*i8. £4*0.3.22,2 J. 
Laftly , a conftant endeavour of a holy life , foto 
bring forth fruit, to do the will of God J and to (v 
nifh his works which he hath fet us , fo to order 
our converfation aright before him.as that he may 
have afcribed unto him the glory of htsauthority 0* 
ver the confeiences of men, and of the power of his 
Love flied abroad in their hearts, and that all that 
b fce our converlation may fay.doubtlcflfe, the God 
whom thefe men ferve after fa holy a manner, for 
whorn they difpile all outward & flnful pUafures, 
is a Holy and bleffed God, infinitely able to com- 
fort, fatisfie, and reward all thofe that fo confcio- 
nably and conftantly give up themfelves uato him, 

Quis enim non 

contt'mpbeicne cjas concu^rur ad rcqnircndum : cjtiid imus in refit? Quis non ubi requ^U 
H vie actfdit? ubi aeceUJr, p iti exoptar* Ttrtul. Apol occult tfoffl* 
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tfohn 15. 8. $abn 17,4. FfaL 50. 23. Dent. 4. 6,7. 

The fccond particular in their Covenant is^ amend* 
mcnt of Ufa and a more Ipeciall care againft thofe 
fins of camall confidence, and fpiritualb adultery , 
whereby they ha'.i formerly diiliimourcd and pro- 
voked G od* From whence there are two obferva- 
tions which offer themfelves. 

I, That true repentance and found converfion, 
as it makes a man thankfull for the pardon of finne 
paft, fo it makes him cart full again ft the practife of 
finne for the time to come y efpecially thofe parti- 
cular finncs^ whereby he had formerly moft difb Ho- 
noured God, and defiled his own confeience. This 
do&rine cofifteth of two parts 5 which we will con- 
fider afander. 

And fir ft of this care and purpofe of amend- 
ment in general L When the poore Converts who 
had been guilty of the moft pretious and innocent 
bloud that ever was fhed , began to be convinced 
of that horrible fin 5 and found thofe nailts where- 
with they had fa ft ned the Lord of glory to a Croffe, 
pricking and piercing of their owne hearts, with 
what bleeding and relenting affeftions did they 
mourn over him ? with what earneft importuni- 
ties did they inquire aftir the way of falvation 
wherein they might ferve and enjoy him 1 never 
were their hands more cruell in fhedding that 
b!oud 5 then their hearts were now foliicitous to be 
bathed in it, to be cleanfed by it t Aits a r &p The 
poore Pr odiga 11 whois the Embleme of a penitent 
linner, when he came to- himfdfe ag&iue, orbe- 

Y) d 3 thought 
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thought him ft If, as the phrafe is, 1 King, 8.47. (for 
we do never depart from God , but we do withal! 
forfake and lofe our lelves , and are tranfported 
with a fpirituall madneffe from our right mindes) 
immediately grew to a refolution of anfing out of 
that bate and brutifh condition , and of going home 
to his Fdther , and by that meanes to his wit and 
fenfes againe. So when by $ihns preaching of re- 
pentance men were turned to the Wijdome efthe 
^/?(foral^unrighteonfneiTeiS folly and madnes) 
and were prepared for the Lord , we immediately 
finde what a fpeciall care they had to be informed 
in the waies of dutie,earneftly inquiring after that 
newcourfeof obedience which they were now to 
walkej Luke 3.10,11,14. All true penitents arc of 
the minde of thefe in the Text , we will not fay 
Any more* and what have I to do Any more with I - 
&o\$?verf.% \ as Ezra in his penitent prayer. Should 
wtnow agdine breakethy Commandements? chap 9 
9.13. When Chrift rofc from the dead, he died m 
more t and when we repent of finne , it muft be 
with a repentance that muft never anymore be re- 
pented of, Rom. 6,9,1 z. 2 Cor. 7:10. The time part 
of our life muft fuffice us to have wrought the will 
of the Gentiles, 1 Pet. 4.3. 

This care arifeth from the nature of true repen- 
tance y which hath two names ufuaily given it; 
h*t*.vm* 9 a change of the minde^ the heart is framed 
to have other and truer notions of finne, of grace, 
of htaven, of hell, of conference, of falvation then 
it had before - 7 for the minde of wicked men being 
defilcdjthey can frame to themftlves none but im* 



pure 
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pureapprehenfions of fpirituall things, as a yellow 
eye fees every thing yellow, and a bitter palate 
caftes every thing bitter. 2. <^r^W* A change of 
the cares and indeavours o{ life, That whereas 
before a man made provifion for the flefh, and his 
ftudy and care was how to fat is fie the 1 lifts of his 
own heart, Rom. 13,14- what he ftiould eate 5 what 
he fhould drink, wherewith he fhould be cloathed: 
Now his care is how he maybe faved, how he 
may honour and enjoy God, A$s 3. 37. A$s 16* 
30. The firft qoeftion in Repentance i"s ? Wh&t have 1 
done ? *fer t 8.6. and the next queftion hJVhat (kail 
tdoe, ACfs 9. 6* And this care repentance 
worked], 

L By a Godly forrm for finne paft. It brings 
into a mans remembrance thehiftorieof his for- 
mer life, makes him with heavineffe of fpirit re- 
count the guilt of (b many innumerable finnes 
wherewith he had bound himfelfe as with chaines 
of dtrknefle *, rhelofleof fo much pretious time 
mifpent in the fervice of fuch a Mailer as had no 
other wages to give butfliame and death. The 
horrible indignities thereby offred to ths Maje- 
ftieand Juftice of God 5 the odious contempt of his 
holy will aad fbveraigne authority ^ the daring 
ncgledt of his threatnings, and underualuing of his 
rewards : the high provocation of his jealoufie and 
difpleafure^ the bafecorrivalty and concerting of 
filthy lufts with the grace of the Gofpell, and the 
pretious bloud of the Sonne of God : rhe gainfay- 
ing and wreftling , and ftubborne antipathic of a 
carnall heart to the pure motions of the Spirit, and 
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Word of Chxift : the prefumptuous repulfes of 
him that fhndeth at the doore and knocks,waiting 
that he may be gracious : the Long turning of his 
back, and thrufting away from him the word of 
Reconciliation, wherein Chrift by his Ambaffa- 
dours had fo often befeeched him to be reconciled 
unto God : The remembrance of thefe things 
makes a man looke with felfe-abhorrency upon 
himfelfe , and full deteftation upon his former 
courfes- And he now no longer confiders the x 5/7- 
verorthe <7<?W,the profit oi the pleafure of his 
wonted lufts .though they were never fo delegable 
ordefirable in the eye of flefh^he looks upon them 
as ac cur fed things to be thrown a way, as the Con- 
verts did upon their coftly and curious Books, A its 
ip.i$><£p. 30*22.3 1* 7-Sin isUkevi plaited Piifure^ 
on the one fide of it to the Impenitent appeareth 
nothing but the beauty of fletftire whereby it be- 
witcheth and allureth them ?, on the other fide to 
the Penitent appeareth nothing but the horrid and 
ugly face offuilt and fhame whereby it amazeth 
snd confoundeth them^ Thus the remembrance 
of finne paft (which they are very carefull to 
keepealwayes in their fight, PfaL$ 1.5.) doth by 
godly forrowworke fpectall care of amendment 
of life for the time to come, 2 Chron. 6. 37^ 38, 
Ffd,\ i9^9.Ez,eck.i6.6i. 63. 20,43. 

2. By a pre fent of the weight and burthen 
of remaining corruptions, which work, and move, 
and put forth what ftrength they can to refift the 
grace of God in us. As the time paft wherein finne 
raigned, fothe pre fent burthen of finne befetting 
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us ? is efteemed diffident j and makes a man careful I 
not to load himfelf wilfully with more, being rea- 
dy to finkc, and forced to cry out under the paine of 
thofe which he unwillingly Heth under already, 
a A very glutton when he is in a fitt of the gout or 
ftonejWill forbeare thofe mcates which feed fo 
painefull difeafes* A penitent finner is continually 
in paine under the body of finne 3 and therefore 
dares not feed fo dangerous and tormenting a dif- 
eafe. b Thc more /^ir/Vwtf any man is , the more 
pMtnefuH and burdenfome is corruption to him s 
i$m m f*2$* Vox finne to the mwmm is zs m Jickm(fe 
to the nMur&ll m*n. The more exquifite and deli- 
cate the natural i fenfes are^ the more are they fen- 
fible and-affjaed with that which offends nature. 
Contraries cannot be together without combate. 
The fpirit will luft again ft the flefh, and not fuffer 
a man to fulfill the lufts of it, G&L 5. 16, 17. the 
feed of Godwill keep downe the ftrengthof fin, 
1 J>ohn 3.9. 

3. By an holy jtafoafie, and godly feare of the 
falfenefle and backfliding of our corrupt heart, left 
like Lots wife it (hould looks back towards So&omc^ 
and like ifrael have a minde hankering after the 
flefli-porsof Egypt* the wonted profits and plea- 
fures of forfaken lufts, A godly heart prizeth the 
love of God, and the feelings of fpirituall com- 
fort from thence arifing above all other things, and 
is afraid tolofe them. It hath felt the burnings of 
finne 3 the ftingings of thefe fiery Serpents, and 

nondu=n in domo fc cflj cunfidat, ubi ftneomni timcrc ventnrum .iccenfum lumtn foleat 
dcponaii , fed meminerit fe efle fab dioj ct utraquc nunu ftudcat apt lire q-iod portat Sec. 
Bumid. fcr. 3. in vigil, mtiv. 
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hath often been forced to befoole it fclfe , and to 
beftirew its own ignorance^ and with Fphr^tm to 
fmite upon the thigh. And the burnt child dreads 
the fire y and dares not meddle any more with it. 
Considers the heavinefle of Gods frown, the ri- 
gour of his Law, the weaitncfTe and fickleneffe of 
the heart of man, the difficulty of finding Chrift 
out when he hath withdrawn himfelfe ? and of re- 
covering light and peace againe , when the foule 
hath wilfully brought it felte under a cloud ^ and 
therefore will not venture to harden it felfeagainft , 
God, Thus godly fcare keeps men from fin, 
31.23. ¥fdAi9t*o+?rov>2%A%.Ecclefg.2.$tr t j 
32.40. Phil. 2 . r 2 . //W.4.4. 

4* By a hvt te Chrifa and a fweet recounting 
of the mercies of God in him. The lefle a man 
loves finne, the more he ftiall love Chrift- Now 
repentance workes an hatred of finne , and there- 
uppn a love of Chrift, which love is ever opera- 
tive^ and putting forth it felfe towards holinefle of 
life. As the Love of G$d in Chrift towards us 
worketh forgive ne([e of finne : fo mr reciprocal! 
hve^ wrought by the feeling and comfort of that 
forgivenefte^ worketh in us an hatred of finne* A 
direct love begets a Refleft love, as the heat 
wrought in the earth ftrikes back a heat up into the 
aire againe. The woman in the Gofpell having 
much forgiven her y loved much 3 Luke 7*47. We 
love him becaufe he loved w fir fi h and love wilt not 
fuffer a man to wrong the thing which he loves. 
What man ever threw away Jewels or money 
when he might have kept them f except when the 

predo- 



V 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



upon Hoseah. QbapA^. Ver.z.j. 



predominant love of fomethlng better made thefe 
things comparatively hate full 3 Luke 14 26. What 
woman could be psrfwaded to throw away her 
fucking child from herbrcaft unto Swine or Dogs 
todevoureit? Our love to Chrift > and his Law, 
will not fuffbr us to cafthim off, or to throw his . 
Law behind our backs . New obedience is ever joy- 
ned unto pardon of finne and repentance for it, by 
the method of Gods Decrees y by the order and 
chainc of Salvation, and arifeth out of the inttr- 
nallchdrdBer and difpofition of a child of God* 
We are not Sbnnes onely by Adoption^ appointed 
to a new inheriunce^ but we are Sonnes by Regene- 
1 tdtion alfo, partakers of a new nat m c, defigned unto 
a new life y joyned unto a new head , defcended from 
a new Adam y unto whom therefore we are in the 
power of his RefurredHon, and in the fellowfhip 
of his fuffrings to be made conformable, Phi J. f* 
10. And the Apoftle hath many excellent and 
weighty arguments to inforce this upon us. Col- 3 . 
i 1,2,3.4. If then ye he rifen with Chrifi^ fceke th&fc 
things that dredhove, where Chrifi is fitting on the 
right hand of God. Set j&nr affect on on things *bove y 
mt on things on the earth. For ye are dead^ and your 
life is hid with Chrifi in God- y when Chrt$ who is our 
life (hall appear e, then fha&ye alfi appear e With hifn 
ingltirj. I- Our fellowfhip with Chrift • we arc 
rifen with him ^ what he did corporally for m y he 
doth the fame fpiritually in m 0 As a Saviour and ; 
Medidtour y htd\td and rofe alone 5 Btic as a Head 
and fecond Adam r he never did anything but his 
my fticall Body and feed were fo taken into the fel- 
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lowftiip of it, as to be made conformable unto it. 
Therefore if he role as a Saviwrio ]u(lifem y we 
mud as members be therein fafhioned unco him,ancT 
rife fpiritually by heavenly- mindednelfe , and a 
new life to glorife him. % m We muft have our 
affc&ions in Heaven, becaufe Chrifl is there, The 
heart cucr turnes towards its treafure- where the 
body is, thither will the Eagles reforr, 3. He is 
there in glory at Gods right ha$d % and grace fhould 
move la gl&ry as a piece of earth to the whole. And 
he is there in *ur &ttfine(fe # miking interceflion in 
our bchalfe, providing a place for u$,fcnding down 
gifts unto us. And the Client cannot but have his 
heart on his owne bufineffe when the Advocate is 
a&ually ft ir ring about it, 4. Wc are dead with 
ChhJlyHs to the life of finne. And a dead man 
takes no thought or care for tha things of that life 
from whence he is departed, A man natmr&Sy dead 
lookes not after food, or raytnent, or land, or mo- 
ney, or Iabour,&c, And a man deadtofinne^akts 
no more care how to provide for it. j • In Chrift 
we have a new Ufe y therefore we fhould have new 
inclinations fu table unto it , and new provifions 
laid in for it, A child in the voomh is nouriftiedby 
the navill ■ being borne , it is nourifhed by the 
tneuth. A natural! man feeds on worldly things by 
[cnfe y a fpi ritual! man on heavenly things by faith 
ana confeience. We can have nothing from the 
firft Adam which is not irmtaH and mortifcrous. 
Nothing from the fecond which is noi vitall and 
tttrnalL Whatever the one gives u$,ftirinks, and 
withers into death \ whatever the other , fprings 
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and proceeds unto immortall life, Gur life there- 
fore being new, the? aflfe&ions which ferve itj and 
waite upon it, muft be new likewife. 6 t This 
life is cur own, not foariy thing in the world be- 
fides. I can purchafe in the world onely to me and 
mine Heires forever- but fpirituall purchafes are to 
myfelfi forever. And every mans afFe&ions are 
naturally mod fixed upon that which is mo ft his 
owne . 7. It is an hidden Itfe, the bsft of it is yet 
unieen, 1 $ohn 3.3. and though the Cabinet which 
is feenbe rich, yet the J>ex*tll which is hidden in 
it is much licher. And as chere is a (wfull curi&fity 
in lufty to lookc after the hidden things of iniquity^ 
and to hanker after forbidden pleafures r fo there is 
a fpiritfidll curhfttj or ambition m grace , to afpire 
towards hidden treafures , to prefTe forward to- 
wards things that arc before lis, to be cloAthedupon 
with our houfe that is from heaven^ksAbfdem being 
brought from banifhment, longed to fee the face 
of his father* 2 $wk 14.32. * So the foule being 
delivered out of the land of darkneffc , never 
thinkes it fees enough of light* When God did 
moft intimately reveale himYclfe unto Mofes y Mofcs 
did raoft earneftly befeech him to jhew him hisglo- 
ry, Exod.3 3.11-18. The more fweetnefle we find 
in the fir ft fruits,in fo much of Chrift as is revealed 
to us, the more ftrong are our affe&ions to the 
whole Harveft, to that abundance of him which is 
hidden from us, A few clufters of Grapes and 
bunches of Figges, will inflame the defire of en- 
joying that Canaan which abounds with them. 
8. It is hidden with Chrifi, fo hidden as that we 
Ee 3 know 
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know where it is. Hidden , fb that the enemy can- 
not reach it, but not hidden from the faith of the 
cbilde. 9. It is hidden Gtfrf. It is life in the 
fountainty PfaL^l.?. And every thing is perfeft- 
eft in its origtnall and fountains. And this is fuch 
a fount aine of life as hath in it fulnefTe without 
fariety, and purity without defilement ^ and perpe- 
tuity without decay, and Alfufficiency without 
defe<Sh Laftly, It is bttihiddtn^ it is not l$ft % hid- 
den like feed in the ground* when Chrift the Sunne 
of rightcoufnefTe fhallappeare, this life of ours in 
him wilt fpring up and appeare glorious. 

Now next let us confider this Care of Repen- 
tance againft a mans owne more particular and fpe- 
aaS Jitwes. Asfhur fk*M mt five us ^ we will mt ride 
upon htrfts Ifraelhzd beenc guilty of very ma- 
ny provocations, but when they come to covenant 
with God, and to renew their repentance ) their 
thoughts and cares are moft fet again ft theirr^rffjtf 
confidence, and fpirit&&£ Adultery, Their moft un- 
failed deteftations, their moft ferious Rcfolutions 
were againft thefe their moft^r^^r fimes. True 
Repentance worketh indeed a gemrall hatred oft- 
very falfe wdy,PfaL 119. 1 28, and fuffereth not a 
man to allow himfcife in the fmalcft finac. Yet as 
the Dogge in hunting of the Dcare, though he 
drive the whole herd before him, yet fixeth his eye 
and fent upon fbme one particular which is fuiglcd 
out by the dare of the huntfman : fo though found 
converfton doe worke an nnivtr fall hatred ofaH Jin y 
becaufe itis finne, (for Hatred is ever againft the 
whole kind of a thing) Though every member of 
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the old man be mortified, and every grace of the 
new man fhaped and fa (hi on ed in us : yet the feve- 
red exereife of chit Hatred is againft the finnes 
whereuntothe confeience hath beene more enfla- 
ved, and by which the name of God hath beene 
more difhonered. A man that hatH maqy wounds, 
if there be any of them more deepe, dangerous, or 
nee re r any vitail par: then the other, though he will 
tend the cure of them all, yet his chdfeft care ft all 
be to wards that. As the King of Jjria gave com- 
mand to his Annie to tingle out the Kf#g ofl(rdd 
in the battle, i King 22.31. fo doth Repentance lay 
its batteries moil againft the higheit and ftrongeft 
and moft r&igmng (mm of the heart-, and by how 
much the more a man prized it before, by fo much 
the more doth he deteft it now. They counted no 
filver nor gold too good to frame their Idols of 
before-, their eare- rings fhall goe to make them a 
Calfe. Exod. 22. 3. but when they repent > no- 
thing can be too bafe to compare them, or to caft 
them unto, ifty* %: 20, 30: 21, . 
; The Humane nature is the fame in all men, yet 
fome faculties are more vigorous in lom?, and o- 
then in others^ fome wittie, others ftrong, fome 
beautifully others proper, fome a quick eye, others 
a ready tongue, fome for learned, others for me- 
chanical! profeflions* as fome grounds take better 
1 to fame kind of graine then toothers : fo in the 
ntw fluoijthough al the graces of Chrift are in fome 
degree and proportion fhaped in every Regenerate 
peifon, yet one excells in one grace, another in a- 
nothen Abraham in £ilth y ^ob in patience 3 M$(es in 
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meekenes, David in meditation, Selomtn in wife- 
dome, F&neas inzeale, Mary- Magdalene in love, 
Paul in labour^ &c. And fo is it in the old man too. 
T hough by nature we have all the. members of o* 
riginaTl corruption, yet theft put themfelves forth 
in a&uall vigour differently. One man is more 
polTefled by a proud divell, another by an unclean 
one, Ahaz> fuperftitious, Balaam ambitious, Cain 
envious. Corah ftubborne^ Efau profane, Ifmaelz 
mocker, the young man a worldling. According 
to different complexions and tempers of body 
(by which Habitual 1 luft is excited and called forth 
into ad) or according to differences of education, 
2 CGuntries,callings,converfe, and interefts in the 
world, fo men are differently a (faulted with di- 
ftinft kinds of finne, and mod men have their pec- 
catnmin deliciis^ which they may more properly 
lycallT^/r orvnt. PfaL 18,23, And as this finne 
isufually thefpeciall barre and obftaclc that keeps 
menfronft Chrift,as we fee in the example of the 
young man, Mark. 10 zi, and of the Jewes, $ohn. 
5:44* 12: 42,43. So when Chrift hath broken 
this obftacle , and gotten the throne in a mans 
heart, then the chcife worke of Repentance is to 
kcepe this finne from gathering ftrength againe- 
for as they fay of fome kindeof S trptnts that being 
cut in pieces, the puts will wriggle towards one 
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mother^ and clofe and get life again*;: foof all 
finnes a man is in mod danger of the Reviv ing of 
his own proper corruption, as being like the net- 
tle, whofe rootes are fo crooked, are fo catching to 
the ground, that it is a worke of much care to kecpe 
the ground cleane ot them after they are weeded 
out, 

And therefore repentance fets it felfe particular- 
ly againft that finne, as a {peciall argument of fin- 
ceri:y. T&SS upright faith D.tvid before him, and 
kept my felfe from mimini^mty* FftL 18, 33* And 
he that is begotten of God^ faith the Apoftle, kctpeth 
himfetfe, 1 John 5; 18. which he doth certainly 
with moft vigilan ie there wjjere he is in moft 
danger of being affaulted. See, in Vavid^ He had 
in that great and fcandalous fall of his, ftained his 
conference with impure luft^ with the guilt ofbload^ 
and that not out of ignorance or common infirmi- 
tie, or fuddaine palfion and furprizall of fome ha- 
ftie temptation, (which mi^ht happily havecon- 
fifted with uprightnesjbut ferioufly,and deliberate- 
/y,ufing many cunning arts, and carnallfhiftsoi 
finfull wifedomc to colour and daube it over.- And 
laftly by this meanes had given a great blow to 
the holy name of God, and can fed his enemies to 
hlafpheme ( as Nathan tells him, 2 Sam. 12.14 ) 
Therefore in his Femtentiall Pfalme^ thefe foure 
things he principally infifts upon, A cleane hearty 
pardon of blnd-gutltine(fe ? Truth in the inward 
parts^ and occafion to teach tranfgreffours the way of 
God, that they may be converted, FfaL 51.6,7, 10, 
15,14* Sec it in Zachtus* Worldlineffe and de- 
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frauding had been his finne, a RefHtution and libe- 
ral ity are the evidences of his repentance in fpeci- 
all for that finne, Luke 19-8. So Mary Magdalen ^ 
Her finne hid been nncleamffe , Her eyes vcffels, 
and fattors tor adultery, Her baire a Nett platted 
and fpread co catch finne rs. She remembred her 
wanton kiffes, her provoking perfumes \ and now 
in her con verfion where her jtnne hid been moft 
prevalent, there her forrow was moft penitent , and 
her repentance moft vigilant^ her eyes vefTels of 
teares, her kifles humbled, or rather advanced unto 
the feet of Chrift ; her hairea towell to wipe oft 
thole teares which ftie judged too uncleane for fo 
holy feet to be wafhed withali^ Her Oyntment 
powred out upon a new lover , who had anointed 
her with his grace, Luke 7:37. 3 8. Thefinneofthe 
Jayloragainft Pdtilmd Stlas y was cruelty , Ails 16. 
24. and the firft fruit of his repentance was cmr- 
tefietothtm^ He brought them out of a dungeon 
into his owne houfe - from the flocks, to his table- 
became an Hofte in fteadof a Jaylor , a Chyrur- 
gian in ftead of a Tormenter, and w allied their 
(tripes, verf 30:35,34, This was Daniels method 
of working repentance in Nebuchadnezzar , per- 
fwadinga proud opprelUng Tyrant unto juftice 
and mercy , Dan. 4. 27. and Pauls unto Felix^ 
preaching before a h corrupt and Ufcivhus Judge 
of Right eou fnejfe y Temperance y and )udgcn>ent to 
come, ABs 24.25- And to the learned and fuper- 
ftkious Philofophers in a learned difcovery, and 

Antonii ncpte in matrimonmm accept. Taeu.Hift. Itk vid Jofepk Av&u\ lib iox. f* 
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making fcnowne unco them of their trnkmrnnegad, 
Afts 17. 23. So ^fohn the Preacher of Repentance 
laid his axe to therm of every tree, to the radical! 
tnd prevailing luft in every order of men % to ex 
tortion in the Publican* and to covetoufnefle in the 
people 5 to violence in the Souldiers,to carnall con- 
fidence in the Pharifees, Matth^.-j* Luke 3 : 9* 14. 
and fo Chrift to the young man , One thing thou 
wmtefly Mark- 10:21. and to the woman of Sama- 
ria, Goecdl thy husband, John 4.16- when indeed 
he was an Adulterer and not an Husband. 

The reafon of this care of Repentance^ is *, 1 * Be- 
caufe in godly Sorrow this Sinne hath lien moft 
hcavic upon the conference* Hereby God hath 
been moft of all defpifed and di (honoured s our 
confeiences moft wafted and defiled : our hearts 
moft hardned 5 our affections moft bewitched and 
intangled. It hath been a Majler- ftnne y that hath 
been able to command, and to draw in many other 
fervile lufts to waite upon it. Many wounds even 
after they have been healed, will agatnft change 
of weather affed the part wherein they were, with 
paine andakeing^ and therefore men ufually are 
more tender of that part, keep it warmer , fence it 
with Forres or Seare-cloathes as the Apoftle 
faith, that on our difhonourable parts we beftow 
the moe abundant honour * fo on fuchan infirmc 
and tender part, we befiow the more abundant 
care; and the like do we in thufe wounds of the 
Sou^whicb are apteft to bleed afrefti. 

%* Hereby fas was faid before) we teftifie our 
nprightnejfe. When we wdl not fpare our beloved 
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finne^ nor roll it under our tongue , nor hide it in 
I our tent, when we will not muffle nor difgmfe our 
j (elves like Tatnar^nov hide amongft the bufbes and 
trees like Adttm^ or in the belly of the Ship with 
$onah y nor fpare any wedge of Gold with Achm y 
or any delicate -Agst?! any ratling finnes with Saul \ 
but with David will fhew that we hate every falfe 
wxy^ by throwing the firrt ftone at our firft finne, 
that which lay ncareftand clofeft in our bofbmes, 
which the Scripture calls Cutting off the right hand, 
and plucking out the right eye. As Cranmcr put that 
hand firft into the fire which had before fubferibed 
to Pave his life/The ftory of thcTurkifh Emperour 
is commonly knowne 3 who being reported fo to 
dote on one of his Concubines^ as for lov: of her, 
tonegieft the affaires of his Kingdome, caufed 
her to be brought forth in great pompe^ and cut oft" 
her head before his Bafhaws , to affure them that 
nothing was fo deare unto him y but thit he could 
willingly part from it to attend the publike wel- 
fare. This was an Ad of Cruelty in him : but the 
like is an a& of penitencj in us , when we can Sa- 
crifice the deare ft aft'eftions wherewith we fnrved 
finne, Let Chrift kill our Agdg 3 though delicately 
apparralled i and divide the richeft of all our 
fpoilcs. If we be learned^ we fliall dire£t all our 
ftudies unto the feare of God , Ecclef 12; 12 13, 
If Rich^ we (hall lay up a foundation of good 
workes againft the time to come, and confecrate ! 
our merchandize as holy to the Lord, 1 Tim. 6* 18. 
J fat. 2 }.i g. If Wife ? if Honourable, if Powerful 1, - 
if adorn d with any endowment, our bufinefk will 
Mbew^th Bez,aliel znd Alohiabjo xdomethe GofprlL 
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with them all, from our GWi,:o our <7<Mtt hmrt, to 
lay a1 out upon the San&uary-to make thofe mem- 
bers and abilitieswhich had been Satans armor,and 
weapons of unrighteoufiies to be now weapons of 
holjnes,& dedicated unto Chrift Roin>6*\g. This 
is the holy revenge which godly forrowtakcth up- 
on fin, % r. 

If many men who profetfe repentance and thinke 
they are already longagoe converted unto God, 
would examine the truth of their conversion by 
this Touchftone: It would minifter matter of much 
humiliation and fcare unto them, when their o wne 
heart would reply againft them as againfl: 
Saul, Haft thon indeede,as theai profefleft, done 
the workc of the Lord in deftroying dmaleck * 
What then meamth the bleatittg of the fheepe, and the 
lowing of the Oxen in mme tares i what meaoe thefe 
worldly, and covetous pra&ifes ? thefe Lafcivious 
or Revengefullfpeeches * thefe earthly, fenfuaU, 
or ambitious lufts i are thefe Agags fpared and kept 
delicately, and can ft thou pleale thy fife in the 
thoughts of a found repeucance? Did Fml fear that 
God would humble turn for thofe that had not 
repented amongft the Cor<ntfcans, by this argu- 
ment, becau/e he fhould finde envyings, ftrifes, 
and debates amongft them ? 2 Cor 12* 20, % r. 
And wilt thou prefuroe of thy repentance, and not 
be humbled when tht N u findeft the fame things in 
thy felfcC Haft thou never yet proclaimed defi- 
ance to thy beloved Gnm *• wade it the ma. ke of 
thy grcatcft forrowes, of thy ftrongeft prayers and 
complaints unto God < Haft thou ntver ftirred up 

an 
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an holy indignation and revenge againft it i and 
above all things taken off thy thoughts from the 
meditation and love of it i and found pleafure in 
the Holy feverity of Gods Book and the miniftery 
thereof a?ainft it? made no covenant with thine 
eye 7 put no knife to thy throate, (et no dore before 
thy lips,made no frcinds of unrighteous Mammons 
doll thou fHU retaine hankering affe&ions after 
thy wonted delights,as Lets wife after Sod$m* and 
are the flefh pots of Egypt dt fir able in thy 
thoughts ftillf Be not high-minded \ but Feare. 
There is no greater argument of an un found Repen- 
tajwthen indulgent thoughts, and Referved de- 
light and comp!acencie in a matter finne. The di- 
veil will diligently obferve and haftily catch one 
kinde glance of this nature, (as Benhad&ds fervants 
did, i King. 20, 33. ) and make -life of it to doe us 
mifcheifc. David hzd beene free from fome of his 
greateft troubles, if he had not relented towards 
Ahf&lom^ and called him home from banifliment. 
He no fooner kitied Abfolom y but Abfolom courted 
and kifTed the people to fteale their hearts away 
from hrni* As there arc in points oifaith^funda- 
mentall Articles^ fo there are in points oipracfice 
fundamcntdl duties. And amongft them none more 
pri marie, andeflcnuall unto true Chriftians then 
[elfe-dcnidil^ Math. 16, 24. and this is one fpeciall 
part and branch of felfe-deniall to keepe our felves 
I from 9ttr owne iniqmtie % and to fay to our mo ft 
coftly and darling lufts, Get yee hence. Afhur a- 
way, Idoles away, I will rather be fatherlefle, 
then rely upon fuch Helpers* 

THE 
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Hose a h 14. Ver. 3.4. 

Jsjhur jhall not fautus, we will not ride 
upon Horjes > neither will we fay any more 
to the worke of our hands } ye are our gods: 
for in thee the fatherleffe findeth mercy. 
I will heak their back>Jlidtngs , I will love 
them freely ;f 0r mine anger is turned d» 
way from him. 

Here remaineth the feeond point 
, formerly mentioned, from the 
Promife or Covenant which 
Ifrael here mates , which I will 
briefly touch , and fo proceed 
I unto the fourth verfe ; and that 
is rhis : 

That true Repentance and converflon takech 

off 
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off the Heart from all carnall confidence , either in 
Domcjlicdl! preparations of our owne, We will not 
ride upon Horfes : or in forraigne ayde from any con- 
federates > efpecially enemies of God and his 
Church, though ocherwife never fo Potent ^ Jf~ 
fhur (hall not fave tu ; Or laftly, tn any fuper/tki- 
oiiSj and corrupt worftip , which fends us to God 
the wrong way , We will not fay dny more to the work 
of oar hands y ye are our gods 5 and caufuh the Sou'e 
in all conditions, be they never fo defperate^ fo de* 
folate a fo incurable, to relic onely upon God, It is 
very much in the nature of man fallen, toaffed an 
abfolutenef[e and a fclfe-fufficiency 5 to feeke the 
good that he defireth wichin himfelfe y and to derive 
from himfelfe the ftrength whereby he would re- 
pell any evill which he feareth- 1 This ftaying 
wichin it fclfe 3 Reflecting upon its owne power 
andwifedome, and by confequence affedling an 
independency upon any Superiour vertue in being 
and working, making it felfcthe firft Cau(e,and 
thelaftEnd of its owne motions 7 is by Divines 
conceived to have been the firfl fwne by which the 
creature fell from God, and it was thefrfi T cmp- 
tMion by which Satan prevailed , to draw man 
from God too* For fince next unto God every 
quo d ab ajo : Keafonable created Being is neareft unto it fetfe, 

quiSumme clt , o . y 

avecfiadfeipfos wc cannot conceive how it fnould turne from 

converfi Cunt 

qui non Siimme fimt 5 &. Ibid, c^p 6. lib. de vera Rclig. cap. 15. de GcneLid Lit,lib,u, 
cap. 14. & j4quin,pait. t . qu.63. arc* J . It fecmeth tfat there no uher way for Jr.^. 
jg^WjSflf^w^/It^^ thcmfclves ; when being held wth&d- 

mirvwi of thritwne fublimhy and bomur, tie memory if tfoir fttboriiuit'm to God y and tf;ar 
dependency onbhnwM dhmncdin^kcomit^whereupntlmr adoration, toward tmvathi of 
Cod cQufd r.ot tboofc I lit k sljo interrupted. Hoofcr lib- j. fc<fl 4. 

God m 



a Sua potcftate 
<klc£bti , vcluc 
Bcmum luum 
iibi ipfi cffcnr.a 
fuperiorc con - 
muni omnium 
bcatifico BonOj> 
ad piopriide- 

j^ug-dc Civit. 
Dci.Lii.cap- 1 
Cum ciufi mi- 
fci'i:e malorum 
angeloium 
quarritui: 5 ca; 
merisooccurrlt 
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God y and not in the next ftep turnc unto it felfe, 
\ and by confequence^whatfoever it was in a regular 
dependence to have derived from God> being 
fallen from him, it doth by an irregular depen- 
dence feeke for from it felf. Hence it is that men 
of power are apt to deifie their owne (Irength , and 
to frame opinions of abfolutneflfe to themfelves> 
and to deride the thoughts of any power above 
them, as i^r^A, Exod. 5. 2. and Goliah y i Sam. 
17:8* 10. 44- and Nebuchadnezzer , Dan, 3. 1 J* 
zn&Senachariby 2 Reg. 18.33,34,35. ifitf* 10: 8, 9, 
io,n > i3>i4» And men of wiftdam, to deifie their 
owne reafott y and to deride any thing that is above 
or againft their owne conceptions, as Tyrus y Ezek. 
38. 2, 6. and the Pharifees^ Luke 16* 14* $*hn 7. 
48,49*5 %* A8s4.il* Ifai*49. 7* & 53. 3- and the 
Philosophers, Arts ij.iB.$z. 1 Cor. 1:2 2. 23* And 
men of Morality and vertue , to deifie their owne 
right eotifm$e y to relie on their owne merits and per- 
formances, and to deride righteoufnefle imputed 
and precarious, as the Jewes, Rom. 10. 3, and Pml 
before hisconverfion, Rom.j.p. f hi 1. 3. 6.9- Com 
turall is it for a finfull creature^ who feeketh onely 
himfelfe, and maketh himfelfe the lofi End y to feek 
onely unto himfelfe^ and to make himfelfe the frjt 
Caufe and mover towards that End- 

But becaufe God will not give his glory to Ano- 
ther y nov fufferany creature to incroach upon his 
Prerogative, or to fet downe in his Throne, he 
hath therefore alwaiesblafted the policies and at- 
tempts of fuch as afpired unto fuchan Abfclute- 
nefle and Independencie y making them know 
G g in 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



The fourth Sermon 



in the end t&at thy are but men* Pf.9. 19, 20. and 
that the moft High ruleth sver aff : And that it is an , 
Enterprise more full of folly then it is of pride for 
any creature to worke its owne fafety and felicity 
out of it felfe. And as men ufually are moft vigi- 
lant upon their immediate interefts, and moft 
jealous and a&ive againft all incroachments there- 
upon : fo we ftiall ever finde that God doth fingle 
out no men to be fo notable monuments of his Ju- 
fticeand their owne ruineand folly, as thole who 
have vied with him in the points of power, wife- 
dome, and other divine Prerogatives, afpi ring tin* 
to that abfolutenes, felfe- fuJficiencie, felfe- inter- 
eft, and independencie which belongeth onely un- 
to him. And as he hath by the deftruftion of P&i- 
rdoh^ Semchenb^ Herod^ and divers others, taught 
us the madnes of this ambition * ? fodoth he by our 
owne daily prefervation teach us the fame, For if 
God have appointed that we fhould goeomofour 
/f/wunco things below % for a vitdl fuhfiftence^ 
to bread for food, to houfe for harbour, to cloathes 
for warmth, &c. Much more hath he appointed 
that we ftiould goe out of our felves for a bleffed 
and happy fubfiftence, by how much the more is 
required unto blefTednefle then unto life, and by 
how much the greater is our Impotencie unto the 
greateft and high eft end. 

Yet fo defperate istheAverfion offinfull man 
from God, that when he is convinced of this Im- 
potencie, and driven off from feife-dependence, 
and reduced unto fuch extreamites as fhould in 
reafon lead him back unto God, yet when he hath 
no 
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mhrfesofhis owne to ri&t upon, no mcanes of his 
owne to efcape evil], yet ft ill he will betake him 
felfe unto creatures like himfelfe, though they be 
enemies unto God, and enemies unto him too for 
Gods fake, ( for To was the Adrian unto Jfrdel j yet 
if Ephraim fee his fckms^ mdfaddh his ibound, E- 
fhraim milt* the Afsyrim and King far eh for help, 
Mof 5, 13. If he muft begge, he will doc it rather 
of an w*my,thcn a<W, y ea though he diflwade 
him from ir, and threaten him for ir. Mtz, would 
notbelceve though a figne were oflfered him, nor 
beperfwaded totruft in God to deliver him from 
Rezrin and Pehh> though he promife him to doe it, 
but under pretence of not tempting God in the ufe 
of meanes, wilt weary God with his provocation, 
and rob God to pay the Afsyrun , who wm not s# 
htlpt but a dijtreffe unto him.i Reg>i6^\9>* 17. 18, 
%Crm. 28:20, 21, Ifdj* 7, 8: 13* Ifty, 30. 5 , 

Well, God is many times pleafcd to way-lay 
humane Counfels, even in this cafe too , and fo to 
ftrip them, not onely of their owne provifions,but 
of their forraigne fuccours and fupplies, as that 
they have no refuge left but unto him. Their Hor- 
fes faile them, their Affyrian failes them, Hofe 7. 
1 1. 1 2. & 8.9.10- Their B&pe hath nothing either 
fub ratime Soni y as really Good to Comfort them 
at home: or (uh rmane Anxilii, as matter of Helpe 
and ayde to fupport them from abroad. They are 
brought as Jfrael into a Wildernt(fe^ where they are 
conltrained co go to God , becaufe they have no 
fecond caufesto help them. And yet even here, 
wicked men will make a fliift to keepe of from 

G £ 2 God. 
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God , when they have nothing in the world to 
turne unto. This is the forwaft and intimate ma- 
lignity of firme., t& decline God j and to be impatient 
of him,in his owne way. If wicked men be necef- 
fitated to implore help from God, they will invent 
waies of their owne to doe it-, If Horfes faile, and 
Asjhnr faile , and ifrael mud goe to God whether 
he will or no, it (ball not be to the God that made 
him, but to a god of his owne making^nd when they 
havemoft need of their glory, they will change it 
into that which cannot f reft ^ Jer <2 • 1 1 - So foolifh 
was zfenboam > as by two Calves at Dan and Be- 
thel^ tothinke his Kingdome fhouldbe eftabhfhed, 
and by that meanes rooted out his owne family * 
andatlaft ruined the Kingdome, 1 King. 12. 2 8, 
19,14,10,15,20- 2 King.ij* 21,23. tf*/ 8.4,5. & 
10.5,8,18. So foolifh was Ahaz as to feeke helpe 
of thofe gods which were the mine of him and of 
all Ifrael) 2 Such a ftrong antipathy 

and averfnefle there is in the fbule of naturall men 
unto God , as that when they are in dift refTe they 
goe to him lafiofall^ they never thinke of him, fo 
long as their own ftrength and their forraigne con- 
federacies hold out-, and when at laft they are dri- 
ven to him, they know not how to hold communi- 
on with him in his owne way , but frame carnal! 
and fuperftitious wayes of worfhip to themfelves, 
and Co in their very Peeking unto him doe provoke 
him to forfake them^ and the very things whereon 
they lean, go up into their hand to pierce it, //<*/, 
15.2. Ifai.i6> 12- i King .18. 26. 
Now then the proper worke of true Repentance 

being 
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being to turnea man the right way unto God, it 
taketh a man off from all this carnall and fupcrfti- 
tious confidence , and dire&eth the loule in the 
greaceft difficulties tocaft it felFe with comfort and 
confidence upon God alone. So it is prophefied 
of the Remnant of Gods people, that is , the peni- 
tent part of them, (for the remnant are thofe that 
came up with weeping and f implication , feeking the 
Lord their God, and asking the way to Sion, with their 
faces thither warder* 31 *j 3 & 50- 4, 5.) that 
they fhouid no more againt ¥ (lay themfelvis upon him 
that fmotethem y but (hotdd ft ay upon the Lord^ the 
holy me of ifra el in truth, and fhould returne unto the 
Mighty God, //i/.io.ao, 21. They refolve the Lord 
Ihall fave them, and not the Affyria*. So fay the 
godly in the Pfalmift , An Horje U avaine thing 
for fafety, neither pall he deliver any by his great 
ftrengthjfyc. Our Joule waiteth for the Lord y he is 
our help and fiield, P {3,1.33.17,20. They will not 
fay any more, We will flieupon Horfes^ we will ride 
upon the fwift, lfai.$eA6. Laftly> At that day faith 
the prophet fpeaking of the penitent remnant and 
gleanings of $acob , fhdl a man looke to his Ma(er y 
and hu eyes (hall have refptSi to the holy one tf/Ifraei, 
and he pall not looke to the Altars the workc of his 
hands , neither pall refpeCi that which his fingers 
have made^the groves or the Images, Ifai iy*y$* and 
againe, Truely invaineis falvat ion hoped for from 
the Hi Is, and from the multitude of Mountaines y that 
is, from the Idols (whom they had fet up and wor- 
{hipped in high places.) Truely in the Lord our God 
is thefahation of lfrael y Jer.3.23. They will not 
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fay any more to the worfce of their hands ye are 
our gods. 

So then,, the plaine dudes of the Text are thefe, 
i # To truft in God who is All* fuffcient to helpe, 
who is $ehovah, the foumainc of Being , and can 
give Being to any promife, to any mercy which he 
inrends for his people- can not onely w$rke ^ but 
C&mmand y not onely Command, but Create delive- 
rance, and fetch it out of dai Jcncfle and defoliati- 
on \ He hath everlafting firength h there is no time, 
no cafe,no condition, wherein his Help is not at 
hand , when ever he flail I command it, ifdi. 

t. We may not truft in any Creature* i* Not 
in Asfhur, in any confederacy or conbination with 
Gods enemies, be they otherwife never fo potent. 
rfehofhaphat did fo , and his Ships were broken , 
% Chron. sfpi 3J. 57, Ahaz, did fo, and his petfle 
were difirejfed, % Chrm^t* 21. It is impoflible for 
Gods enemies to be coi diall to Gods people , Co 
long a$ they continue cordial 1 to their God, 
There is Juch an irreconcileable Enmity betweene 
the feed of the woman % and the feed $f the Serpent^ 
that it is incredible to fuppoie that the enemies oi 
the Church wifrl doe any thing which may per fe 7 
ten d to the good of it , or that any End andde- 
figne by them purfued can be fever'd from their 
owne malignant intereft. Let white be mingled 
with any colour which is not it felf, and it lofeth of 
its owne beauty. It is not polHble for Gods peo- 
ple to joyne with any that are his cnemies 5 and not 
J tolofe of their owne purity thereby. He muft be 
as 
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as wife, and as potent as God , that can ufe the 
rage of Gods enemies, md convert it when he hath 
done^to the good of Gods Church , and the glory 
of Gods Name, and be ableat pleafure to retrain 
and call it in againe. We muft ever take heed of 
this dangerous competition bet weenequr mm in- 
ter t$ and Gods y to be fo tender and intent upon 
that, as to hazard and fhake this, Jeroboam did fo, 
but it was fatal! to him , and to all lfraeL The 
En& of $udahs combining with the Affyrian, was 
that they might rejoyce againfl Rezin and Rema- : J 
liahs fonne: but the cmfequem of it which they ne- 
ver intended ^ was.that the Jffyrian came over all 
the channels ; and over all the hankes^ and over- 
flowed^ and went over > and reached to the very 
neck t and it it had not beenc Immamels land y 
would have endangered the drowning of it, ifai. 
8.6,7,8- If Ifrael for his owne Ends joyne with 
Asjhur^ it will hardly be poffible for him in fo do- 
ing, though againft his owne will, not to promote 
the Ends of Asjirnr againft Gods Church ^nd again ft 
himfelfe too. And yet the Prophet would not 
have in that cafe Gods people to be difmaied,or : 
to fay, a Confederacies a Confederate , but zofantfi- 
fie the Lord himfelfe^ and make him their feare and 
their dread \ who will certainely be a Santfuary un- 
to them, and will binde aphis Tefiimony^ and feale 
the Law amongfl hts Difciples , when others fhall 
ftumble andfa^ and be broken y and he fnared and be 
taken. If we preferve ImraanueU right in us, and 
ours in him, all confederacies again ft us ft all be 
broken, all counfels fhall come to nought. 

2. Not 
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2 , Not in H§rfcs y or in any other Humane pre- 
parations and provifions of our owne« Sometruft 
in Chords^ and forne in Horfes, but we faith David 
will remember the Name of the Lord but G&d y PfaL 
20-7. That Name can doe more with a fling and a 
ft one, then Goliah with all his armour y 1 Sam. 17. 
45. It is a flrong tower for prote<£Hon and fafety 
to all that fiie unto it, Prov. i&.io* whereas Horfes 
chough they bz prepared againfi the day ofbatteS y 
yet fafety commethonely from thi Lord , Prov. %\\ 
31. Horfes are flejh and not ffirit , and their Riders 
are men^ and not God^ and cur fed are they that make 
fiejb their arme y and depart from the Lord y Mai ,31* 
2, 3. Jer. 17, 5. No, not in variety of meanes 
and vvaies of Help, which feemeth to be intima- 
ted in the word Rideing y from one confederate un- 
to another : if Asjhurh\\c, I will poft to Egypt 5 
if one friend or counfell fail, I will make hafte to 
another y a finne very frequently charged upon 
jfrael y Hof 7.11. IftL 20. 5. jfai^y. 10. ~fer. 2.36. 
37* Thefearenot to be trufted in 1. becaufe of 
the intrinfccall weakenejfe and defe<ft of ability in 
the creature to helpe , Every man k a Her either 
by impoflure y and Co in purpofe-ot by impotencie y 
and foin the Event deceiving thofe that relie upon 
him, PfoL6i*9> 

2. Becaufe of igmranee and defeat of wifedom 
in us to apply that ftrengtb which is in the creature 
unto the be ft advantage. None but an Artificer 
can turne and governe the naturall etficacie of fire, 
winde, water,unto theworkesof art. *The wif- 
dome whereby we ftiould dircd created vermes 

unto 
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unto humane Ends is not in or of our felves, but k 
comes from God, fames i**; , lfai.i8.z6,29.Ex$d t 

j. Not in Idols > not in corrupting the worfhip 
of God. a Idols arc ttts % and teachtrs *fiies b and 
promifers of //« to all that truft in them,- far, 10* 
8,14,15,16. Hdhc.i.iS* RevcLtt. tj. an Idoll is 
iud* Bribing in the world, 1 Or. 8, 4, and that 
which is nothing 3 can doe nothing for thofe that 
relic upon it. What ever thing a man trufteth in, 
in time of trouble, muft needs have thefe things in 
it to ground that confidence upon, 

Firft,a Knowledge oi him and his wants^therfore 
we arc bid to truft in Gods providence over us for 
all outward good things , becaufe he kmmih that 
we have need of them, JAW A* 6.32. 

Secondly, a loving and merctfuU difpofition to 
helpe him. A man may fometimes receive helpe 
from fuch as love him not, out of policy and in 
purfuanccof other Ends and intents : but he can- 
not confidently relic upon any aide which is not 
firft founded in l&vt. I ever fufpeft and fcare the 
gifts and fuccours whi h proceed from an b Ene- 
my, they will have their owne Ends onely , even 
then when they feem to tender and ferve roe-, 
therefore David finglerh out Gods mercy as the 
objea of his Truft, Pfal .53.8. 

Thirdly, a manifeftation of that love in fome 
promife or other, cngageing unto affiftance. For 
how can I with aflurance , and without hefitancy 
exped helpe there where I never received any 
promife of it i here was the ground of Davids, 

Hh fa&*> 
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Serf. 6. 

1 In iJoIalatna 
mend^citi, cum 
iota iubit tncia 
ejus mendax 
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UoloLu. cip.i, 
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Alex. In Pro- 
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tur.Mercer. 
c E%&fttof att- 
est, JSgi £ q jk 
orfotyt*. So 

lit- Plu- 
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&ihfhapkAts 3 Daniels truft in God, the word and 
prom ife which he had patted unto chem, i Chron. 
17. 25, 27. P[aL 1 19. 42, 2 Chron* 20. 7^, D<w. 
9- 2, 3* 

Fourthly, Truth and fidelity in the care to make 
thefe promifes good % this is that which makes u$ 
fb confidently truft in Gods promifes .becaufe we 
know they are all Tea and Amen 5 that it is impofsi- 
tie fir God to lie^ or deceive, or f jr any to feeke his 
face in vaine, 2 C*r» 1,20.3^*1 1*4-5* fiefo,6>i$. 

Fifthly, Power to give Being, and put into a& 
whatfoever Is thus promifed. That which a man 
leanes upon,muft have ftrength to bear the weight 
which is laide upon it. This is the great ground of 
our truft ing in God at all times , even then when 
all other helps faile , becaufe he is / Am y that can 
create and give* being to every thing which he 
hath promifed 5 becaufe power helongeth unto him^ 
and in the Lord feh&vdb is everlafiing firtngth y 
and nothing is too hard, no help too great for him 
who made heaven and earth, and can command ait 
the Creatures which he made to ferve thofe whom 
he is pleafed to helpe. PfiL 62. 8, 1 1. Exod, 3:14, 
7/47.26:4. Gen, 18:14. $er m 32. 17. PfiL 121. 2. 
Rom.^19. 2i. Math 8. 2, Now whofoever fecks 
for any of thefe grounds of truft in /^// 3 fhaUbc 
fure to fatle of rhem. Knowledge they have none. /- 
9* and therefore hue they have none- for 
how can that love any thing which knowes no* 
thing? Truth they have none, neither of being i n 
themfelves, nor of fromtfi to thofe that truft in 
, them, 
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them 5 the very formality of an idol is to be a lye y 
toftand for that which it is not, and to rcprefent 
that which it is moft unlike, 1/^.44, to* 40, 18. 
fer. 10, 14, 15, 16. and power they have none ei- 
ther to heare, or fave. ifay, 45 : 20* 46: 7. 41 : 23* 
24. 38*29* And therefore that repentance which 
fhaketh off confidence in idols , doth not onely 
convert a man unto God^ but unto himfelfe^ it is not 
onely an imphm^ but a thing, and below the 
reafon of a man, firft to make a thing, and then to 
worfliip it, to expefl: fafety from that which did 
receive being from himfclfe. I fay . 46. 7, 8, Thefc 
are the three great props of carnall confidence, for- 
raigne interefls^ domeflicdll ire afar es , fupirfttiiotts 
devotions s when men pleafe themfelves in the chil- 
dren of grangers f and have their land full of filler 
andgold^ and treafures, iu\\ of hrfes and Charets, 
and full of Idols : hoard up provinoitsand^r^r^ 
tiMs of their omne, comply with the enemies of God 
abroad j and corrupt the rvorfhip of God at home : /- 
fay. 2 . 6, 7, 8< Thefe are the things for which God 
threatneth terribly to (hike the earth, and to bring 
downe, and to make low the loftines of mm, if he 
doe not, fas Bpbraim here by long and fad expe- 
rience, doth)penicently renounce and abjure them 
all 

And now this is matter for which all of us may 
be humbled There is no finne more ufuall a 
monp ft men then carnall confidence , to lean on our 
owne wifdome, or wealth } or power, or fupplies 
from others, to deifie Connfels, and Armies, or 
Hoifes, and treafures , and to let our hearts rife or 

Hh 1 fill. 
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fall, finke orbeare up within us , according as the 
creature is helpefull or ufeleflTe, nearer or farther 
from us- As if God were not a God afar re off>2& 
well as neare at hand. This we may juftly fear, 
God hath, and ftill will vjfitus for, beciufe we do 
not fanBifiethe Lord ofHofis bimfelfe in our hearts^ 
t* make him our feare and cur defence^ and that he 
will blow upon all fuch councells-, and preparati- 
ons, as carnall confidence doth deifie. 

Therefore we muft be exhorted to take off our 
hopes and feares from fecond caufes, not to glory 
inanarncie of flefh, or to droope when thatfailes 
us; not to fay in our profperity, $ur momtaine k fo 
$rong thac we fhali not be fhaken, nor in our fuf - 
ferings, thac out wound is insurable, or our grave 
fo deepe that we fhali never be raifed agame. But 
to make the Name of the Lord our firong tower - 7 for 
they who know thy Name willtruft in thtc^ and for di- 
region herein we nauft learne to truft in God, 

Fir ft, Abfohtelj and for h im Pel fe 5 becaufe he 
onely is Abfolute and of himfclfe. Other things 
as they have their beings fo have they their working 
and power of doing good or evill onely from him, 
M<mh.$.^ tfohn ip, iw * And therefore till he 
take himfelfe away, though he take all other things 
away from us 5 we have matter of encouragement 
and rcjoycinginthe Lord (till, as David and Ha- 
bakuk refolve,r Sam.$o.6Mabac,3.i 7,18. All the 
world cannot take away any promife from any fer- 
vant of God , and there is more of Reality in the 
leaft pnmife of God, then in the greateft perform 
mance of the creature. 

Seconds 
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Secondly, to truft him *inthe way of his Com- 
m andement s 5 not in any precipices or preemptions 
of our owne. Truft in htm and doe good \ Pfal.jy. 3. 
Firft feare him, and th^n truft in him; he is a Helpe 
and fliieldonely unco fuch, FfaLnjAT* It is high 
infolence for any man to leane upon God without 
his leave, and he allowech none to doe it but fuch 
as feare him ? And obey the voice of his fervams. 
Hay 50. to. 

ThirdIy,totrufl himin the b way of his provi- 
dence \ and in the ufe of fuch manes as he hath fan- 
ftifled and appointed. Though man liveth not by 
bread alone 5 but by the word of blcfling which 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God : yet that 
word is by God annexed to Bread: and not to 
Stones: and that man (hould not truft God,bur mock 
and tempt him, who fhoutd cxpeft to have ftones 
turned into bread. If God have provided ftdires, 
it is not faith but fury,not confidence but madneffe, 
to goe downe by a precipice • w here God prefer i bes 
meancs, and affords fecondary helpes M we muft o- 
bey his order^and implore his Welling in the ule of 
them. This was Nehemiah his way, He prayed to 
God, and he petitioned the King y Nehem.%^ This 
was Efters way, A Faft to call upon God y and a 
Feaftto obtaine favour with the King y Eftcr^: 16. 
j :4- This was Jacobs way, A Supplication to God, 
and a prefent to his Brother, Gtm[ K 3 2 :p. 1 3 . This 
was -D^Wf way againft Goltah , the Name of the 
Lord his truft y and yet a Sling and a ftone his Wea- 
fm y 1 Sam .,17:45.49. This was Gcdeons w&y a- 
gainft the Midiankes, His Sword muft goe along 

Hh 3 with 
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with the Smrdof the Lord 3 not as an addition of 
ftrength, but as a teftimony of obedience, $n&g*T 
tt m Prayer is called fomecimes a lifting up of the 
iwV*, fometimes a lifting up of the hands , to teach 
us. That when we pray to God , we muft as well 
have a * hand to worke, as a tongue to begge. In a 
word, we muft ufe fecond caufes in obedience to 
Gods order, not in confidence of their Helpe % The 
Creature muft be the objrdt of our ^/VigMtf , but 
onely t he ob ject of our trnfl* 
Now laftly,from the ground of the Churches 
prayer and promife, we learn, ^ That the way unto 
mercy is to be in our fc\vt% father leffe. The poore faith 
David ^ commhteth himfelf unto thee y thou art the 
helper of the fatherleffe. PfaL 10: 14. 14$; 9. When 
$thofhaphat knew not what to doe, then was a fitt 
time to direct his eye unto God, 2 Chron. 20. 19, 
When the ft ones of Sion are in the duft:^ then is the 
fitted time for God to favour her, Pfal. 102: ig. 
When Ifrael was under heavie bondage , and had 
not $ofeph as a tender father (as he is called, Gen. 
41 . 4 5.) to provide for them* then God remembred 
that he was their father, and ifrael his firft borne. 
Exod. 4* 22. nothing will make us feeke for Helpe 
above QurfefaeSj but the apprehenfionof weakenes 
within our [elves. Thofe Creatures that are weak- 
eft, nature hath put an aptitude and inclination in 
them to depend upon thofe that are ftronger. The 
Vine, the Tvie, the Hopp,the Wood-binde, ae 
taught by nature to clafp and cling andwindea- 
bout ft ranker trees* The greater fenfe we have of 
our owne vilenes, the fitter ditpolition arc we in to 

relic 
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relie on God, I mil leave in the nidfl of thee an af- 
ftfCleddnd poore people y and they fb&ll trnfi in the name 
of the Lord. Zeph. 3 : 12. ifty. 14-32. When a man 
is proud within, and hath anything of his owne to 
leane upon, he will hardly tell how to truft m God, 
Prov. 3: 5, 28; 25. ifnelnvtzx thought of return* 
ing to her firft husband , till her way was hedged 
upwiththornes, and nomeanes left to enjoy her 
former Loveis, H*f* 2: 6 t 7. When the enemy 
{hould have ftiut up and intercepted all her pafTa- 
ges to X>4*and Methel y to Egypt and Jffyria, that 
' me hath neither friends y nor Idols to flic to, then 
(lie would think of returning to her firft Husband, 
namely,to God againe. 

Now from hence we Iearne, firft, the conditi- 
on ot the Church in this world , which is to be as 
an Orphan y deftitute of all fuccour and favour, 
as an out-caft whom no man looketh after, 3^ 30. 
17. Paul thought low thoughts of the world , and 
the world thought as bafely of him. The world 
faith he, is crucified unto me , and I unto the world y I 
Gal.tf .-14. Before converfion, the world is an Egypt 
unto us, a place of Bondage, After Converfion, It 
is a Wilder ne(fe unto us, a place of Empunefie and 
Temptations. 

Secondly, the BackwardnefTe of man towards 
grace- we goe not to God till we are brought to 
extremities , and all other Helpes faile us. The 1 
poore Prodigal! never thought of looking after a 
Father, till: he found himfelfe in a fatherlefle con- 
dition ^ and utterly deftitute of all reliefe, Luke 
15-17,18. 

Third-, 
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Thirdly, the right difpofition and preparation 
unto mcrcit^ which is to be an Orphan^ dtftirute of 
all felfe-confidence,and broken off from all other 
comforts. When the pore And needy ^ feeketh water y 
and there is none y I the Lord will helfemm^ Ifai. 41: 
17. God will repent for hts people when he feeth 
that their pomr is gone y Deut. 32: $6. when there 
is dignm wndice noim y an extremity fitt for divine 1 
power to interpofe. Chrift is fet forth as a Phyfi- 
dan y which fuppofcth Jicknejfe 5 as a fountain^ 
which fuppofcth uncleaneffe ; as mme y which fup- 
pofeth emptmeffes as c bathing ? which fuppofeth 
nakedneffe. Me never findes us till we are kft fbeep h 
when we have loft all 3 then we arc fit to follow 
him, and not before. 

Fourthly, The Roots of true Repentance. Nos 
ptipiBi, Tu miftrjeors. The fence of want and empti- 
resin our felves, the apprehenfion of favour and 
mercy in God. Convi&ionof finneinus^ and of 
righteoufnefleinhim.^flAff. 16. $ y 10. Ofcroofced- 
nefTe in us, and of glory in him. ifay. 40. 4, 5. 

Hereby roome is made for the entertainment of 
mttcy-, where fmne abounds y grace wtil more ahund y 
and the more the foule findes it felfc exceeding mi* 
(erable,the more will the mercy of Godappeare 
exceeding mercifull. Rom. 5120. and hereby God 
fheweth his wifedome in the fea fondle difpencing of 
mercy then when we are in greateft extreamity: 
As fire is hotteft in the coldeft weather. God de- 
lights to be feene in the mount y at thegww, to have 
his way in they**, and his pathes in the deepe wa- 
ters. Mercies are never fc fweet as when they are 
d m feafin- 
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feafonable^St never To feafonablc as in the very turn- 
ing and critical! point, when miferie weighs down, 
and nothing but mercie turnes the fcale. 

Thisteacheth ns how to fittour felves for the 
mercy of God,namely to finde our felves deftitute 
of ail inward or outward comfort., and to feeke for 
it onely there. Beggers coc not put on Scarlet but 
raggcs,toprevaile with men for reliefe: As Ben- 
f?adads (ervantsput on Mopes when they would beg 
mercy of the King of IfraeL In a (hip wrack a man 
will not load him with money, chaines > treafure, 
rich apparel! ^ but commit himfelfe co the Sea na- 
ked, and efteeme it mercy enough, to have Tafa- 
Lim f$ft ti&ufrA?iurn y onepoore plank to carry him 
tothe fhore. It is not exaltation enough unto f/V 
feph except he be taken out of a prifon unto 
honour- 
Secondly, we fhould not be broken with diffi- 
dence or diftruft in times of trouble^ but remem- 
ber it is the condition of the Church to be an Or- 
phm* It is the way whereby Mefes became to be 
the fon of Phdrd$h$ daughter, wht n his owii* Pa- 
rents durft not owne him , the mercy of a Prince 
found him out to advance him, and when he was 
neareft unto perifhing, he was nearcft unto honour* 
b In the civill Law we fine'e provifiontmde for 
fuch as were caft out, and expoled to the wide 
world^fomeHofpitalstoentertiinethem, (ome li- 
berties to comforc and compenfuc their trouble. 
And alike carewe finde in Chrift, The Jewes had 
nofoonercafttheman that was borne blindeouc, 
whofe Parents durft not be fcen in his caufe for 

I i fcare 
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fcareof rhe like ufage, but the mercy of Chrift 
orefentlv f umd him, and b.ftowcd comfort upon 
him, John 9: 55. This is the true * David unto 
whom all helplcflc perfons, that are in diftrdfe, in 
debt, in bitterneffe of foul y may refort and findc 
entertainment, i £410*22.1. 

Laftly, we fhoiJd learne to behave our felves as 
Pupils under fuch a Gusrdian y zob€ fenfible of our 
infancy, ?w;wr;>y, b difiibilky to order or diretft our 
owne waies, and fo deny our felves, and not leane 
on our owne wifedome 3 to be fenfible how this 
condition expofeth us to the injuries of Grangers, 
( for becdufe we are caSed tut ef the world, therefore 
theworldhmth m y ) and fo to be vigilant over our 
waies, and not truft our felves alone m the hands 
of temptation, nor wander from our Guardian, but 
alwaies to yeeld unto his wifdome and guidance : 
Laftly, to comfort our felves in this, that while we 
are in our minority jnz are under the mercy if 4 f** 
ther^ A mercy of Conferv&tionby his providence, 
giving us all good things richly to enjoy s even all 
things neceffary unto life and godlineffe : A mercy 
oi prote3ion y defending us by his power from all 
will : A mercy of E ducat im and mfhu<5Uon,tcaclv 
ing us by his Word and Spirit : A mercy of Com- 
1 munion many waies familiarly converfing with us, 
* and manifefting himfelfe unto us : A mercy of 
guidance and government by the laws of his fami- 
ly: A mercy of iifci flint fitting us by fatherly 
chaft ifemems fot thofe fuither honours and im- 
plements he will advance us unto ^ and when our 
minority is over, and we once are come to a perfect 

man* 
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man* we {hall then be aAually admitted unco that 
inheritance immortall * invifible ? and that faderh 
not away j which the fame mercy at firft purcha- 
fed 3 and now prepareth and referveth for us* Now 
it followethj 

VerC4- / will heale their hack-pdingy JwiU love 
them freely i a for mint anger is turned a- 
way from him* 

In the former words we haveconfidered both If- 
r4els Petition in time of trouble , and the Promife 
and Covenant which thereupon they bindethem- 
felves in. In thefe and the confequent words unto 
the end of the 8- verfe 5 we have the gratiom anftver 
of God to both, promifing both in his free love to 
grant their petition, and by his free grace to enable 
them unto the perf ormance of the Covenant which 
they had made. 

The Petition confifted of two parts. 1. That 
God would take away 4$ iniquity* 2. That he 
would dee them g$od„ or receive them graeioufly. To 
both thefe God giveth them a full and a gracious 
anfiver. 1* That he will takeaway all iniquttie by 
Healing their bac\- (tiding . 2, That he would doe 
t hem good* and heape all manner of bleflings upon 
them, which are exprefTed by the various meta- 
phors of fruit fulneffe ; oppofire to the contrary ex- 
preffions of judgement in former parts of the 
prophecic. 

/ mil heale their bdch-fliding^ This is one of 
the names by which God is plea fed to make him- 
k\{c knownc unto his people, I am the Lsrdthdt 

1 1 % he alet h 
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, healtth thee, Exod. 15.26* and, returne O Back- 
Hiding children , and / pM he ale pur back-fadings^ 
I Jer; 3^2. 

Now God Healcth fin fourc manner of waies. 

I Firft > By a gracious Pardee burying, covering, 
not imputing them unto us. So it feems to be ex- 
pounded, PfaL 103, 3. and that which is called 
Healing in one pi ice, is called forgiventife in ano- 
ther^ f we compare Mot* 13.15. with Mark^, 12. 

Secondly, by aTpirituall and tffe&uill Reforma- 
thn, purging the confeience from dead worses, 
making it ftrong and able toferve God in new o- 
bedience*, for that which Health is to the body, 
lineffe is to the fqule* Therefore the Sunne of righ- 
teoufneffeis faidtoarife with Hedingin his wings^ 
Mal*4.2# whereby we are tounderAand the gra- 
cious influence of the Holy Spirit conveying the 
vertueof the blood of Chrift unto the confeience, 
even as the bcames of the Sunne doe thcheatcand 
influence thereof unto the earth, thereby calling out 
theherb&andflowres, and healing thofe deformi- 

' ties which winter had brought upon it. 

Thirdly ,by removing and withdrawing of judge 

: mmts^ which the finnes of a people had brought 
like wounds or ficknefTes upon them. So Hiding 
isoppofedto fmiting and wounding, U^.32^9. 
^£5,18. Hof 6,t,2,$V-3 3,5,6. 

Fourthly^ by comfort iftgzgzmft the rmguifh and 
diftreffe which finne is apt to bring upon the con- 
feience. For as in Phyfiirk there are Purgatives to 
cleanfe away corrupt humours ; fb there are Cordi- 
als likewise to ftrengehen and refrefli weake and de- 

j jetted 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



upon Hose ah* QhapA^* Ver.i^. 



jecfVccl Patients*and this is one of Chrifts principal! 
workes to hindtand heale the broken in hearty to re- 
ftcre c&mforts t*nto mourner s r to fet dt liberty them 
that are bruized^ and to hive mercy upon thofe 
whofc bones are vexed y Pfat. 147-3* ^» 57 : 18. 
19. Lttkeq.vS* Pftl.6. i> 3. I am not willing to 



of thefe out of the 



meaning of the 



Aim any 

Text, 

Fir ft , becaufe it is an anfwer to that prayer. 
Take away All iniquity. The All that is in ir, The 
the ftaine^ the power , the j?umjhmem y the an- 
gnifh, whatever evill it is apt to bring upon the con- 
science, Let it not doe us any hurt at all. 

Secondly, becaufe Gods works are ftrfttt • where 
he forgives finne^he removes it, where he convin- 
ced! of righteoufneflTc , unto pardon of finne, he 
convinceth alfo of judgement, unto the cafting out 
of the prince of this worlds and bringeth forth that 
judgement unto vi6tory,itf^/A. 12:10. 

Their Back-fltding^ Their praier was againft All 
iniquity and God in his anfwer thereunto fingleth 
out one kinde of iniquity, but one of the greateft, 
byname. And that firft, to teach them and us, 
when we pray agatnft finne , not to content our 
felves with generalities y but to bewaile our great 
and fpeddll firms by name , thofe fpecially that 
have been moft comprehenfive, and the Semina- 
ries of many others. 

Second! Vj to comfort them \ for it God pardon 
byname the grea*eft finne, then furely none of the 
reft will ftand in the way of his mercy-, if he par- 
don the Talents, we need not doubt but he vail 

I i 3 pardon 
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Vt a qua prius 
calefeth j dein 
in pure urn de- 
rail fit frian 
difTima. Cafau. 
in Athen^utn* 
lib. 3. e. jy. & 
Plutarch. £ym- 
poluc 1.6.c| 4. . 



Aug. Cortfeff. 



pardon the fence too. was guilty of many o- 
thcr fihnes, but when he will magnifie the grace of 
Chrift , he makes mention of his great finnes^ A 
blafphemer, a perfecutor, injurious h and comforts 
himfelfe in the meiey which he had obtained a- 
gainftthem, 1 Tim,iA$. 

Thirdly^ to intimate the great guilt of Apoftdcie 
and rebellion againft God. After we have knowne 
him and tafted of his mercy y and given up our 
felves unto his fervke 5 and come out of Egypt and 
S&dome^ then to lookeback againe, and to be falfc 
in his Covenant^ this God lookes on 5 not as a fingle 
finne,but as a wmfmndtf sU fimnes. when a man 
turnesfrom God s he doth as it were refumetnd 
take home upon his confeience All the finncs of his 
lifeagainc. 

Fourthly, to proportion his anfwer to their re- 
pentance. They confefle their Apoftafie, they had 
been in Covenant with God, they confefle he was 
their fir ft Husband, Hrf. 2.7, and they forfoekc 
him, aud fought to B*rfes y to Men^ to Jd$ls y to va- 
nitie and lies; this is the fin they chiefly kwaile: 
and therefore this is the finne which God chiefly 
finglesout to /W** and to heale them^This is 
the great goodnefFc of God toward thofe that pray 
in fincerity, that he fits his mercy sd C&rdinem deft- 
^n/.anfwers them in the maine of their defires. 
Jets it be unto them even as they will. 

J mill love them freely J This is fee downe as the 
fountaine of thac Remiflion, San&ification and 
Comfort which is here promifed. It comes not 
from our ConverHon unto God, butfrom Gods 
j free 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



upon Hose ah, QhapA^. Ver*i*\. 



free love and grace unto us. And this is added, firft 
To Bumble them^ that they fhould not afcribe any 
thing to themfelves, their Repentance^ their pray- 
ers, their covenants and promises, as if thefeh*d 
been the means to procure inercic for them, or as if 
there were any ohjtffive grounds of hvelines in 
them to ftine up the love of God towards them. It 
is not for their fake that he doth it, but for his own* 
The Lord fets his L&ve upon them hecaufe he t&ved 
them. Dent. 7* j y 8* not for your fakes doe I f ^i^faith 
the Lord God,£e it kmxvne untdym. Ez,ek. 35, 22. 
^t.HewHlh&'Vi mercy bttanfe he mtthme mercy. 

Secondly, To f**fpwt them y above the guilt of 
their greateft finnes- Men thinks nothing more ea- 
fie ^hiie they live in iinne, and are not affefled 
with the weight and hainoufnes oHt 3 then to be- 
lecve mercic and pardon- But when the foule in 
cooverfion unto God,feeles the heravie burden of 
fome great finnes 5 when itconfiders its rebellion, 
and Apoflacie, and backefliding from God, Tt 
will then be very apt to thinke God will not for- 
give nor heale fo great witkedneffe as this There 
is a natural Novatumfme in the ttmerous confer 
ence of convinced finners, to doubt and queftion 
pardon for imnes of Apolfacie and falling after 
repentance. Therefore in ths cafe God takes a 
Penitent off from t lie confidetation ofhimfelf by 
his mn thoughts % unto the heigth and cxeellencie 
oi his Thoughts who kno;v« how to pardon abun- 
dantly^//*;* 55.. 7, 8,9* Jtr* n, E&ek. 37* 3. 
N&thwg is to§ hard f&r km efpecially free-love, 

that 
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Si vera fit gratr 
a> id eft, Gra- 
tuitit nihil in- 
vtnii in Nomine 
cm memo de- 
beat ur, &c. 
Au*. lib. de 
patient, cap. to, 
vid. contr. Juli- 
an, lib. 6. cap. 
19. dc peccato 
orig, cap, 24* 
dc Grat. cc 
lib. Arbtt* cap. 
5. de natur. et 
grat cap, 4, dc 
corrept. ct grat, 
cap, 10. Epjft. 
lot, ct ig6* et 
aJibi pafsiiiu 
Tcmerc in tali 
negotio vel pri 
us a liquid tri- 
buis tibi vel 
ply ct mag is 
anutj tt antCj 
Rcrnird, him, 
63, t.a Cantic. 
Ex te fumir 
materkm ct vc- 
lut quoddam 
femimrlumnu- 
fcrendi— mi* 
fcrendi catiGm . 
ct ongman fit- I 
mit ex proprio a * 
jujicaiidi vel 
tilcifcciidi ma 
g.s cx cifjftro : 
Idem ferna. ^. 
hi narali Dom. 
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that hath no foundation or inducement from with- 
out: it felfe. 

And becaufe we rr ade before, Bof 8. y; That 
Anger was kindled sgdinfi them^ therefore he 
here adds that this alfo fhould be turned away from 
them. Anger will confift with love t we finde God 
Angrie with Mofes^ rmd Aaron^ and Miridm^znd 
A[a M and he doth fomctimes vifit with rodds and 
[courges > where he doth mt utterly take #way bis love- 
ing-ktndne$efroffl d people. PfaLZg. 5 2, $3* A man 
maybe angrie with his Wife, orchilde, or frcind, 
whom yet he dearly loveth. And God is fafd to be 
thus Angry with his people, when the effe&s of 
difpleafure are difcovered towards them. Now up* 
on their Repentance and Converfion, God promi- 
feth not onely to love them freely, but to cleare up 
his Countenance towards them, to make them by 
the Removall of Judgements to fee and know the 
fruits of his free love and bounty unto them. When 
David called Ahfolom home from banifhment, 
this was an effbd oflove h but when he faid, let htm 
not fee my ftce 7 this was the continuation of Anger ^ 
but at lafl when he admitted him into his prcfence 
and kitted him, here that Anger was turned away 
from him too. 2 Sam. 14. 21,24. 53. 

T he fe words then comainc Godsmercifulljm- 
fwer tothc firft part of Ifraels prayer for the Ta- 
king away of /ill Iniquity which had beene the foun- 
taineof thole fad Judgements under which they 
languifhed and pined away. Wherein there ate two 
parts, 1* The Ground of Gods anfwer ,His free 
love, 2. A double fruit of that love. 1. In Healing 

their 
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I their Mackfliding^ 2- In removing his Anger and 
heavie Judgements from them. | We will breifly 
handle them in the order of the Text. 

/ will Heale their 3dck(lidmgr\ When Gods 
people doe recur ne unto him y and pray againft fin, 
then God out of his free love doth heale, them of 
it. Firft ,he teaxheth them what to aske ^ and then 
he tells them what he will give. Thus we finde 
Conversion and Healing joyned together^ If*i\6. to. 
They JhaH returne even to the Lord y and he (lull be w- 
treated ofthem^ and jhall heale them^ Ifai. ip* 22. 
Returne^ Backfliding children J will Heale pur Sack- 
(lidingSy Jer.3.22. * Men if they be injured and 
provoked by thofe whom they have in their power 
to undoe, though they returne, and cry peccavi^nd 
are ready to aske forgivenefle, yet many times out 
o{ pride and revenge, will take their time and op- 
por [unity to repay the wrong. But God dorh not 
fb- His Pardons^ as all his other Gifts ^ are without 
exprobration as foon as ever his fervants come 
back unto him with teares and confefsion,he looks 
not upon them with skorn > but with joy*, his mer- 
cy makes more hafte to embrace them, then their 
repentance to returne unto him, Luke ij,2Q. then 
out comes the wine 5 the oyle 3 the balme^the cor- 
dials * then the wounds of a Saviour doe as it 
were bleed afrefh to drop in mercy into the fores 
of fncfi a Penitent* O though he be not a dmifnll, 
not a pleafant childe - yet he is a chdde s though / 
[pake againft him^ yet I remember him ft til, my bow- 
els are troubled for htm s 1 will furely have rMcrcy 
uponhtm^ J<:r«3A.20. The Lord greatly com- 

K k plaints 
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yx'f T ef p tts 

csjj fls?^. Ho- 
mer, Iliad, i. 
Qux in prefens 
Tiber jus rivi- 
liter nabm't, fed 
in animorevol- 
vente iras* eci- 
*mlt impetus 
ofFcniionis bn- 
goetatj mcmo- 
na valcbat. Ta- 

Non enitn Ti- 
beriu nt]uanms 
tnciinio pofl 
cedem Sepni, 
tjjjae c^ceros 
moll ire folentj 
Tcmpus^prcceSj 
Sarus mitigi- 
bantj quin in* 
ecru & abolita 
pro graviflirrus 
& . cestui his 
punier. AnmL 
lib.tf. vici. An- 
ftor.Lthic. lib, 
4-c-ip. 1 1. 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



74 



Tf?e fourth Sermon 



Jam inter vir- 
tues videtui or-j 
ta contentio. | 
Siqiiidcm veri- 
ty ec jfuftitia 
mi crum affii 
gcbant r pas & 
mifciicordja 
jucf k bant ma 
giscflc pirccn- 
Sumj&c. vid. 
Bunatd. term, 
i jn^nnunci* 

A 



plaines of the inclination of his people to hack- 
(tiding, and yet he cannot finde in his heart to de- 

x Gravis 1 ft r oy chem, but exprefferha kinde of a Confl'Cthz- 
I tvveene Juftice and Mercy 5 and at Lift refclvcs, 
j am God and not man ^ I can as well heale their 
hachfliding by my Love^zs revenge it by my iu 
fl ; ce -therefore / will not execute the fierceneffe of 
mine anger ^ hut 1 will caufe them to wdke after the 
Lord) Hof 1 1*7* 10* Yea, fo merciful 1 he is, that 
even upon an hypocritical/ converfion y when his peo- 
ple did but flatter and lie unto him, and their heart 
was not right towards him 3 nor they ftedfaft in 
his covenant, yet th^ Text faith y he being full of 
compafs?on 3 forgave their iniquity (not as to the ju- 
fit f cation oi their ferfons^ for that is never without 
faith unfained 3 but fo farre as to the mitigation of 
their punifhment y that he dedroyed them not y nor 
fiirrednpdl his wrath agdinft them, Pfal. 78. 34. 
39.) for fothat placets to be expounded^ as ap- 
peared! by the like parallel place, Ezek. 20. 17. 
Never theleffe^ mine eye fpared them from deflroylng 
them^ neither did I make an end of them in the wil- 
der ne(fe* 

Now the Mmphoricall word both here, and 
fo often elfewhere ufedin this argument , lcadeth 
us to looke upon finners as Patients^nd upsn God 
as a Fhyfician* By which two confederations we 
fhall finde the exceeding mercy of God in the 
pardon and purging away of finne let forth un- 
to us. 

^ Healing thtn lsz Relative word f and leades us 
firfttotheeonfidcrationof a P4//«*f who is to be 

healed, 
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hcaled^and that is Here a grievous finner fallen 
into a Relapfc. Healing is of two (ores. The 
healing of a fickneffe by a Phyfician^ the healing of 
a wound by a Chirurgian. And Sinnels both a 
ftcknejfe, and a wound. The n^tf/r Head fek y the 
rvW* /tafrt /4/ r #f, /r^^ f^r /We 0/ the fo&t, even 
unto the Head ? there is m fmndneffe in it y but mmds 
and bruifes y and putr/fyin^ feres 3 Ifai. i : A 
fickneffe that wants healings a mund that wants 
binding, Ezek. 34.4. A jffk J?/wr that wants a 
Phyfteian to call to repentance ^ Mdtth. 9, iz, 13. 
A wounded finner 7 that wants a Samaritan ( fo the 
Jewes called Chrift, $ohn 8. 48.) to binde up, and 
powfe in wine and oyle, Luke 10* 34* 

Difeafesare of feverall forts > but thofe of all 
! other moil dangerous that are in the vitall parts y 
as all thedifeafes of finne are, and from thence 
Ipread themfelves over the whole man. Igno- 
rance, pride, carnall principIcs s corrupt judgement, 
difeafes of the Head, Hardnefie , ftubborneffe, 
Atheifme, Rebellion, difeafesof the Heart 9 Luft, 
a dart in the Liter % Corrupt communication the 
effect of putrified lungs : Gluttony and drunken- 
ncfle the fwellings and dropfies of the belly ; de- 
fpaireand horronrthe griefe of the hmtls : Apo- 
ftacie a Recidivation or Relapfe into all. An Eare 
that cannot heare God fpeake, $er t 6. to. An 
Eye quite dawbed up 5 that cannot fee him ftrike ; 
%tr % 44. 18. Ifai. 26. 11- A palate out of taite, 
that cannot favour nor relifh heavenly things, 
Rem. 8. 5, Lips poifoned, ilM?« 3-13. A Tongue 
fee on fire, ^am.p 6* Flejh confumed 3 >tf^i flick- 
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ins outwore vexed^and broken to pieces^^ j^ii. 
pfiL 6. 2. 51. 8. Some difeafes are dull y others 
acute % feme ftupifying, others tormenting. Sinne 
is All. A ftupifying pdfie^ that takes away feel- 
ing, Ephefq. 19. A pUgue in the Hearty which 
fets all on fire, 1 J^#g. 8.38* 

Let us confider a little the proper pillions and 
effe£b of moft difeafes* and fee how they fuite to 
finne. 

Fir ft, Paint and diftempenThis firft or laftisin 
All finne-, tor it begets in wicked and impenitent 
men the a f&iw &f guilt y horrour 5 trembling of 
heart, anguifh of confeience , feare of wrath y ex* 
pe Nation of judgement, and fiery indignation, as 
in Cmn^Phdrmh^ Ah&b^ Felix divers others, 
Gen.^. 13* 14* Extol. 9. 27. 28- 1 King* 21, 27. 
ABs 24, 25* Ifti. 33. 14, Hebr. 2. 15. 
Hebr. to. 27- And in Penitent men it begets bthe 
faine of fhame^ and fotrow, and inquietude of fpi- 
rit, a wound in the fpirit , a prick in the very 
heart, Rom. 6. 21- 16.61. % Cor. 7. 10. 

iVfli/. 18* 14. 2,57, Ptnttenc) and iWtfe are 
\^ords of one derivation, and are very neare of 
kin unto one another. Never was any wound cu- 
red without pMine y never any finne healed without 
forrow. 

Secondly, c mdkne$emd Indifpofedneffe to the 
A&ions of life. Sinne is like an unruly fpUtn^ or a 



1 Peccatum 
quoi irutum 
yidettt^ babet 
pcdiffequam 
paenam fuam nt 
nemo de admif- 
fo riifi amautu- 
dine dokat, 
Aug de Conti- 
nent. cap 6. 
Memoria Tc- 
ftis« Ratio In- 
dex. Timor 
carnifex. Ber- 
nard, fcr. df vil- 
ljco imqnitatis. 
i> Omne ma- 
lum aut Ti mo- 
re auc Pudore 
mtura fufludit* 
rertul.Apolog, 
cap. 1 . 

Perturbatio a- 
nimirefpicicn- 
cis pecota fua : 

refpe&ione perhoircfccmis : horrore erubefcentis ; erubefcentia corn gent is; ^uguft. in 
Pfal^o. Ccnc-T. c. Morbus eft ifwri*. t3 uytix cPscc-fctfi? yf' m kpifya^ ktyo- 
p<*v fZhaTrrtft^* G&lcn* Habitus corporis contra natiram qui ufum ejus ad id facit 
dptcriorem 5 aijuscaufa nature nobis ejus corporis ianitatem dedit- Leg, i« feii.7. D, de 
j^dilitio Edid. 



greed y/ 
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greedy mnne in the body that fucks allnonriflr 
ment,and converts all fuppHes into its own growth, 
and focxhauftsthe ftreng:hand vigour of the foul, 
making it unfit and unable to doe any good. When 
ever it fees about any duty, till finncbe cured, it 
goes about it like an 1 arme out ofjoynt^ which when 
you would move it one way, doth fall backc ano- 
ther. It faints, and flaggs, and is not able to put 
forth any skilly or any delight unto any good duty* 
Naturally men are Reprobate or void of Judgement 
nntoany good worke. Tit. i. i6. Godlines is a 
myftery y a fpiritual! skill and trade h there is learning, 
and ufe, and experience, and much exercife requi- 
red to be handlome and dextrous about it- i Tim, 
3:16* Phil. 4. 11. Heb, 5. 13,14. To be finners and 
to be without jlrength y in the Apoftles phrafe,is all 
one. Rom. 5. 61 8. And looke how much flefh there 
is m any man, fo much difability is there to per- 
forme anything that is good, Rom. 7, 18. There- 
fore the hands of finners are (aid to hang downe and 
their knees to be feeble, and their feete to be Ume y 
that cannot make ftraight pathes till they be healed. 
Beb. 12.12 ,13* If they at any time upon natural! 
diftates, or ibme fuddaine ftrong convi&ion, or 
pang of feare,or ftirringsof conftience, doe offer 
at any good worke, to pray, to repent, to beleeve, 
ro obey, they bungle at it , and are out of their 
element 5 They are wife to doe eviS y but to doegovd 
they have no knowledge : They prefently grow wea- 
rie of any eflaics and offers at well doing, and can- 
not hold out or perfevere in them. 

Thirdly, Decay and confumption, Siflne wafts 

K k 3 and 
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rat de/$t g?. 
&WtyiTtu> Art- 
jiOt*Ethi.\ lib. 1. 
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Tabifk* men 
cjs pcrtorbatio- 
□cs, Cic. TuU 
Ctdi quae ft. 



t hid s- capful r. 

T\«^P 7> 

$u0T<. Politic 

dei ia frtiiu font 
ex falfa opinio- 
nenafctnti.i s iibi 
ddimnt noil 
In bent , Sec- 
Scncc. Ep. i £, 
tx libidinfcoru 
fine Termino 
fum. Eprft. 3$. 



and wcares out the vigour of foule and body, feedes 
upon all our time, and t ftrength, and exhaufts it in 
the fervices of luft. Sicknesis a chargeable thing, 
a con fum prion at once to the Perfon and to the In- 
flate. The poore woman in the Gofpell which had 
an iflue of blond, [pent all that (he had on Fbyftciam y 
wkwm never the better: Lnk. 8, 43, So poore 
finncrscmpticall the powers of jtoulc, of body, 
of time, ofeftate, everything within their reach, 
upon their lufts, and are as unfatisfiedat laft as at 
the firft, Ecclef* 1 * 8> Like a Silke-worme which 
workesout hisbowelis into fiicha mafle wherein 
himfelfe is buried. It wearieth men out, and fuck- 
eth away the Radical! ftrength in the fcrvice of it, 
and yet never giveth them over, but as Pharaohs 
taskmafters exacted the bricke when they had taken 
away the ft raw 5 fo luft doth con fume and weaken 
naturall ftrength, in the obedience of it rand yet 
whm nature is cxhaufted, the ftrength of/*/? is as 
great, and the Commands as tyrannous as ever be- 
fore. I fay 57. 10. $tr. 2. 25. We are todiftinguith 
betweene the vitall force oi the faculties, and the 
, A&ivitf of luft which fets them on worke • that de- 
I caies and haft ens to death, but finne retaines its 
j ftrength and vigour ftill-, nothing kills that but the 
I bloud of Chrift.and the decay of nature arifeth out 
I of the ftrength of lmne^ the more any man in any 
luft what foe ver,makes himfelfe a fcrvantof finnc, 
and the more bufie and aftivc he is in that fcrvice: 
the more will it eate inco him and confume him, as 
the hotter the feaver is the fooner rs the body Ava- 
iled and dried up by it. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Deformity. Sickneflc wither eth the 
beauty of the body, miketh it of a glorious a 
ghaftly and loathfome fpe&acle. Come to the 
comlieft perfbn living after a long and pining 
ficknefle, and you will no: finde the man in his 
owne fhape 3 a wan countenance, a (hriveled flefli, 
a leane vifage, a hollow and landing 'eye, a trem- 
bling hand, a ftammering tongue, a bowed backe, 
a feeble knee, a fwelled belly-, nothing left but the 
flakes of :h? hedge and a few fine wes to hold them 
together- Behold here the pifture of a finner, f vei- 
led with pride, fined with envie, bowed with earth- 
lines, rpdfted and eaten up with luft, made as /?/>;- 
%ing and unfavoury as a dead Carcafle, PfaL 14. 
3. £zfk. 16. 4. When thou feeft an unmerciful! 
man, that hath no compnflion left in him, thinke 
thou faweft $ud<f* or Kin^ $ehoram y whofefore 
difeafe made his borvells fall out. 2 Chron* 2 1 . 19. 
When thou fee II a worldly man, whofe heart is glu- 
ed to earthly things , thinke upon the poore 
woman who was b§md together and could not lift 
up her felfe. Luke. 13* ir, When choufeeftan 
Hypocrite walking crooked and unevenly in the 
wayes of God, thinke upon Mephifofheth or Api y 
lame, halting, difeafed in th^ir feet. When thou 
feeft z^xowd ambitious man^thinke upon Herod eat- 
en up with vermine. O if the difeafes of the foule 
could come forth and (hew themfel ves in the body, 
and worke fuch deformity there (where it would 
not doe the thoufandth part fo much hurt) as they 
doe within : if a man could in the glafle of the 
word fee the ugl ines of the one, as plaint I y as in a 

ma- 



Tnfht'is ctTn- 
mens animus 
in vttioeft. Sa~ 
pientis animus 
nunquim tur- 

tumet. Cic 
Tufcal. quxft, 

1. j. 

Invidi« altcri- 
usrebuirmcre- 
Ccit opimis. 
Horar. UijGp.it 
O Cu:va: in 
terras Anim.r, 
ct Concilium 
imncs, PcrC 
Vt Corpora 

fevui^libiJ i- 
ne, mi! is con-* 
^ J I r i s amrous 
tl liccrar nr. Ta- 
cit, /fntul l.f r - 
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Cecid in 1115 Ta- 
per accrvum la - 
pidum ct jn lu- 
to; undenon 
folum inquina- 
ti fed gravitci 
vulneraci et 
quaifati fumus. 
Bernard, fer. 1. 
in Caena dom. 
Cecidimus in 
carcerem luto 
pa titer et lapi- 
dibus plenum , 
captivi, inqui- 
nati, conqtnf- 

Idem, fer. 
2. in cttav. 
Pafcfi*. 



materiall glafle the foulnes of the other , how 
would this make him crie out, my hud^ my head: 
my htveffs y my fowl Is : my leanenes, my Uanenes : 
undeanc, tmcleant i No man thinkes any fhape ugly 
enough to reprefent a divell by $ yet take him in his 
naturals, and he was a moft glorious Creature; 
it is finite that turnes him into a Serpent or Dragon. 
There is fbmething of the mmfier in every finne- 
the belly or the feete fet in the place of the head or 
hear c 5 fenfuall and worldly lufts fet up above Rca* 
[on, and corrupt Reafbn above Grace. 

Now becaufe the ficknes here fpokan of is a 
failing ftckneS) and that the worft kinde of Fall, not 
forward in our way or race, as every good man 
fometimes falls, where a man hath the helpe of his 
knees and hands to breake the blow, to prevent or 
letfen the hurt, and to make him to rifeagaine 
but old Elies fall, & falling backward, where a man 
can put forth no part to fave the whole, and fo 
doth more dangeroufly breake and bruifc himfelfe 
thereby : Therefore as it is zficknts which requires 
curings fo it is a wound which requires healing and 
binding- The Ancients compare it to falling into a 
pit full of dirt and (tones, Where a nun doth not 
ontlydcfle, but miferably breake and bruife him- 
felfe. There is contritio, folutio continui, fuppurati$, 
fames &c. All the evills of a dangerous and mor- 
tal 1 wound. 

Adde to all this. That in this difeafcd and woun- 
ded condition, 1 A man hath no power to heale or 
to helpe himfelfe, but in that refpeft hemuftcry 
out with them in the Prophet, My wound is incur a 

. bit 
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hie mi refuftth to be healed, Jer. iy i&. 

Secondly* he hath no defire^ no wi!l y no thought 
to enquire or fend after a Phyfician who may heale 
himrbut is well contented rather to continue as he 
is, then to be put to the paine and trouble of acure > 
andpleafeth himfelfein the goodneffe of, his owne 
conditioners. 17. Matth>g*i2. 

Thirdly, He is in the hands of his crueB enemy ^ 
who takes no pitcy on him, but by flattery and ty 
ranny, and new tempcations^cominually cherilheth 
the difeaie, 2 77*0.2 .26. 

Fourthly , when the true Phyjietin comes^he fhuts 
the dore againft him, refufcth his counfell^rejefteth 
his receipts, quarrels with his medicines ; they are 
too bitter, or too fhong and purging • or too flnrp 
and ftarching % he will not be healed at all except 
it may be his own w&y^Prpv* 1-24,2 5 , z Chron.%6. 
16. Ezeh 1^*13* Matth* 23.33. zf er.i$Ai. Thus 
we have taken a view of the Patient, Sick^ weake, 
pained, confumed, deformed , wounded , and (ore- 
bmifed-mthmt power or help at homejvithmt friends 
abroad : no fence of danger^ no de/tre of change: 
patient of his difcalc^ inpatient of his cure: but one 
meanesintbe world to helpe him , and he unable 
to procure it- and being offered to him, unwilling 
to entertaine it. who can expedt after all this, but to 
hcarc the knell ring, and to fee the grave opened 
for fuchafickperfon as this ^ 

Now let us take a view of the Fhyfician. Surely 
an ordinary one would be fo farre from viliting 
fuch a Patient, that in fodefperate a condition as 
this, he would quite for fake him : As their ufe is 10 

L I leave 



Si 



tih.us aegro- 
ttttjtii medico 
noti ertd;t ncc 
m or bun decii- 
mc.Anft. £- 

O fortes qui- 
bus mcdicuso* 
pus non eft; 
rortitudo ifta 
ncn ftnitati's 
eft Led infinjsB, 
™m 8c phre- 
iWrids nihil 
fortius. Sed 
qtunto mi/ore S 
^res, ran to 
mors Yiciniar. 
^"5- in PfjS, 
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leave their Patients when thy lie a dying- Here 
then obfervethc Angular goodneffe of this Phy- 

fician.'i 

Firft, though other Phyfici*ns ]udgt of the dif- j 
cafe when it is brought unto them, yet the Patient 
\ firft feels it and complaines of it himfelfe % but this 
Phy Seism giveth the Patient the very feeling of 
hisdifeafe,andis fainc to take notice of that as 
well as to ininifter the cure. Be went on frmsrdly 
in the way of his hctrt, faith the Lord, and pleafed 
himfelfe in his owne ill condition, / h&ve feene hk 
rvaiy And wiB hide him y Ifai. 57,47-18* 

Secondly, other Patients fend for the Phyfici- 
an, and ufe many intrcaties to be vifited and under- 
taken by him. Here the Phyfician comes unfent 
for, and intreates the fickperfon to be healed* The 
world is undone by falling off from God, and yet 
God is the firft that begins the reconciliation-, .and 
the ftick of it is in the world, and not in him x and 
therefore there is a great Emphafis in the Apoftles 
exprefiion, God was in Chrift reconciling the world 
t$ himfelfe^ not himfelfe unto the world-, tff imreats 
m to be reconciled^ % Cor. 5.19*20. He is found ef 
them that fought him wt y Ifai.65.1. and his office 
isnotonefyf* f«Y,but to [etke that which was 
I loft, 

Thirdly^otherP^Wif^jare well ufed, and en- 
tertained with rcfpe& and honour ; but our Patient 
here negle&s and mifufeth his Phyfician ^ falls 
from him, betakes himfelfe unto Mountebanks and 
Phyficians of no value; yet he infifts on his mercy, 
and comes when he is forfaken, when he is repel- 
led. 
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led* I & Ave fpread out my hands all the day unto a 
Rebellion* people ^ I faL 6 5 . % • 

Fourthly, other Phyficians have ufually ample 
and honourable rewards for the attendance they 
give 5 but this Phy fician comes onely out of love, 
heales freely 5 nay is bountifull to his Patient , doch 
not onely heale him, but beftows gifts upon him, 
gives the vifit, gives the phyficfc y fends the mini- 
fters and fervants who watch and keep the Patient. 

Laftly-, Other Phyficians prefcribe a bitter poti- 
on for the tick perfon to take^ this Phy fician drink- 
cthof the bittercft himfelfc ; others prefcribe the 
foretobelaunced, this Phy fician is wounded and 
fmitten himfelf : others order the Patient to bleed, 
here the Phy fician bleeds himfelfe: yea he is not 
onely the Fbyfdan but the Phy$ck> and gives him- 
felfe, his own flefh^ his own blood, for a purgative^ 
a cordially a plaiftcr to the foul of his Patient- Dies 
himfelfe^that his Patient may live^nd by hk firsts 
we are healed \ I fau 5 J . 5 * 

We fhould from all thislearne , Firft , to ad- 
mire the unfearchable Riches of the mercy of our 
God y who is pleafcd in our mifery to prevent m 
with goodneffe, and when we neither felt our dif- 
eafe, nor defired a remedy, is pleafe to convince m 
of our finnes, Thou haft fallen by thine iniquity - 
T 9 invite us to repentance, O ifraelrctume unto the 
Lord thy God: To put words into cur mouth y and to 
draw our petition tor us, Take with yon words ^ and 
fay unto him y uke away all iniquity \ &c. To furnijh 
m with arguments \ we are fatherh$e y thou art mer- 
fifuR: To incouragews with promifes, I will keak. 

LI 2 I wilt 
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McJioof ClTl- 
tace donivic 
luliuf Ccfir. 
Stirtoa. in Ju- 
lio, op. 4 L. 
Vi* morbortim 
pic:u meden- 
tibus ; fori Ta- 
bes pecunum 
idvocittg fert. 
Tar it.AnnaL 
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Pol mc occidi- 
ftisamicf, non 
Srmftis ait* 
Horat. 
Moleftus f ft 
fomnium jti- 
cunditm vjtlen* 
ti qui excirat. 
Sen* ep. 102. 
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I will love* TogiveushisMinifters to proclame, 
and his Spirit to apply ihefe mercies unto us. If he 
did not convince us that iniquity would be a down* 
fall and aruine unto us, Ezek* iS. 30, we fliould 
hold it faft,and be pleafed with our difeafe , like a 
madde man that quarrels wirh his cure ? and had ra* 
ther continue mad then be healed, $oh.y 19*20,21. 

If being convineed,he did not invite us to repen- 
tance, we fliould run away from him as Adam did. 
No man loves to be in the company of an Emmy 9 
much lefle when that enemy is a $uige. They 
have turned their hack unto me , And not their face, 
Adam villi hsde himfelfe from the pre- 
face of the Lord, Gen. 3.8. and Cdin will gee out 
from the pre feme of the Lord, Gen<4.i6. Guilt can- 
not looke upon Majeftie*, ftubble dares not come 
neeie the fire If we be in our fins we cannot ftand 
before God,£rr49,ij. 

If being invited, he did not put words into our 
mouthes, we fliould not know what to fay unto him. 
We know not wherewith to come before the Lord, 
or to bow before the high God, if he doe not Jhetv 
m what is good. Mic. 6* 6, 8, Where God is the 
Judge (who cannot be mocked or deceived, who 
knoweth all things * 7 and if our heart condemne us, 
he is greater then our heart, and where ever we 
hide^can finde us out, and make our finne to finde 
us too. GaL 6* 7. 1 fohn 3] 20* Num. 32. 23*) 
where 1 fay this God is the Judge,, there guilt ftop- 
peth the mouth, and maketh the finntx fpeechlelfe. 
Math, 22. 12 - Rom* 3, 19. Nay the befl of mknow 
net what to pray as we ought, except the Spirit be 

l , 
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upon Hoseah. (JhapA^* Ver.t^. 

plea fed to helpeonr infirmities. When 
,we are taught what to fay^ If God doe not withdraw 
his wc fhall never be able to reafon with 

him. fob* $* 1 3» J 4* Withdraw thine hand from me 7 
let not thy dread make me f afrdide^ then 1 will anfrver^ 
then 1 will fpeake. ?f§L 13. 21, 21. If he doe not re- 
veale mercie, if he doe not promife love or healing; 
ifhedoenot make itappeare that heisaGodthar 
heareth prayers , flefh will not dare to come ncere 
unto him. 2. Sam. 7* 27. Wcean never pray, till 
we can cry Abba father - y we can never call unto 
him but in the multitude $f Ms mercies. As the earth 
is Ihut and bound up by froft and cold,, and putteth 
not forth her precious fruits till the warmth and 
heat of the Summer call them out : fo the heart 
under the cold affe&ions of teare and guilt, under 
the darkc apprehenfions of wrath and judgement, 
is fo contracted that it knowes not to draw neere to 
God*, but when mercie ftiines, when the love of 
God is ftied abroade in it, thenalfois the heart it 
felfe fhed abroade and enlarged to powrc out it 
felfeunto God. Even when diftrtffed finners pray, 
their prayer proceeded from apprehenfions oF mercy ^ 
for prayer is the child of faith. Rom. 10. 14, fam> 
5,15. and the objeft of faith is mercy, 

Secondly , The way to piize this mercie is to 
grow acquainted with our ownzjitkneffe 5 to fee our 
face in the glafle of the law : to confider how odi- 
ous it renders us to God : howdefperately mifera- 
ble in our felvcs. The deeper the fenfe of mfcry ^the 
higher the eftimation of mercy. W hen the Apoftle 
looked on himfelfe as the cheifeoffmmrs^ then he 

LI 3 accoun- 
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accounted it a faying worthy $f til Acapmen that 
Chrifi$efii4c&m into the mtld ts favejinmrs. f m 
Tim. i. i j\ Till we bzftcke md wesry^ we {hall not 
looke after a Phijhian taktd md est* m* Mdth. 9. 
11.11:28. till we be pricked in $ur &e*m f we (hall 
not be hafty to enquire after the meanes of Salvati- 
on. A8s. 2. 37. Though the proclamation of par- 
don be made td All^ that mil, Revel. 22. 17* Yet 
none are willing till they be brought to extreami- 
ties: as men caft not their goods into the fea f till 
they fee they rauft perifti themfelves if they doe 
nor. Some men mufl be bound before they 
can be cured. All that God doth to us in converfi- 
on 5 he doth moft freely : but a gift is not a gift till 
it be received. Rem. 5,17. $ekn 1. 13. and we natu- 
rally refufe and reje& Chrift when he is offered, 
Xfif* 53- 3- $ohn f . fi. becaufehe is not offered 
but upon thefe termes, that we deny our [elves* and 
uhe up a Crtffe, and fellow him. Therefore we muft 
be wrought upon by fome terrotr or other. 2 Or. 5 . 
1 1 . When we finde the wrath of God abiding up- 
on us, and our foules fhut under it as inaprifon, 
$ohn 3.36. Gd. 5. 21. and the fire of it working 
and boyling like poifon in our confeiences, then we 
fhal lvalue mercie 5 and cry for it as the Prophet 
doth, ffede me o Lerd^ndl (hall be healed, Save me 
and I fhdll be faved, fer thou art myfrdyfe. $er 17,14. 
Things necejfary are never valued to their uttermofi 
but in extremities. When there is a great famine in 
Samaritan AfTes head (which at another time is 
thrown out for carrion) will be more wortb^hen in 
a plentiful! feafon the whole body of an Oxe. Nay 
, ( hunger 
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hunger lhall in fuch a cafe over vote nature,and de- 
vourc the very tender love of a motherithe life of a 
child fhall not be fo deare to the heart as his fiefh 
to the belly of a pined parent, 2 /0*p.6,2?,*8. As 
foone as a man nndes a ftiipwrack>a famine, a hell 
in his foul , till Chrift fave, feed > deliver ic, imme- 
diaiely Chrift will be the defire of that foule,and 
noth'ng in Heaven ov earth valued in comparifon 
of him. Then that which was efteemed the foolijh- 
veffe of probing before, (hall be counted the power 
of God y and the wifdome #f Ged, then every one of 
Chrifts ordinances ( which are the waters of the 
Temple y for the hiding of the Set> that is, of many 
people, £*f£.47.8. and the Leaves of the tree of 
Lift y which are for the healing of the Nations, Re- 
vels*. 2. andythej?^4*tf£jof thar Fomtaine which 
is Qfenedin ifrael for fin and for mctcMefl V,Zach. 1 3 
1 * and the wings of the Sun of RirhtcoHfhe(fe y v?bGie~ 
by he coayeyeth heali&g to his Church, Mai* 3 . 2. ) 
ihall be efteemed, as indeed they are, the Riches y 
the Glory, the Treafure^ tht feaft, x\\tphyftc^ y the 
falvdtiM of fuch a foule, Row. m 12. Ephif. 3. 8. 
z Ctfr. j.8-ir. 1 Cor. ^6.7. ljai.i<>.6.ReveL\9'9' 
L#ke^.i8. He&r m 2. 3. $ame$ 1. ia* $ohn n* 50* 
Acts 28.2%. Andaman will waite on them wiih 
as much diligence and attention, as ever the impo- 
tent people did at the poole of Bnhefdd^ when the 
Angel ftirred the water and endure the healing fc- 
verity of them, not onely with fatieme^ but with 
Zealand thankfulnefTe \ fuffei reafon to be capiiva- 
ted,Wi!to be croffed^high imaginations to be calf 
down,every thought to be fubdueJ,coa.cience to be 

Searched, 
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Venire ad 
Chriftum /quid 
eft al hid qui in 
ccdenilo con- 
verts Aug dc 
got. 6c lib. ar- 
bitr.cap.^ 
Tunshigas ar- 
boribus fn fp< n* 
dunt.Tacir* de 
moiib. Germ. 
Tr^nsfiigas u- 
bicunqitc in 
venci fucnnt> 
quill boftcs in- 
ter ficae licet* 
1. 3, S, rf. ad 
teg- Cornd.de 
Sicariis. D. et 
l.sS.D.dcpjr- 
nis S.i. et 
S.4 D. decap- 
tiyis et prftli- 
minto. et l« 3. 
de £e nvlitari- 



fearched, heart to be purged, luft to be cut off and 
mortified- in all things will fucha ficke foulc be 
contented to be dieted, retrained and ordered by 
the Conn fell of this heavenly Phyfician. 

It is here next to be noted that God pvomifeth 
tohealetheir^^/?/^/^x. The word imports a 
departing horn God, or a turning away againe. It 
is quite contrary in the formal I nature of it unto 
faith and Repentance^ and implies that which the 
Apoftle calls a Repenting of Repentance. 2 Or* 7*10. 
By faith weeometo Chri/ij^ahn 6: 37. and cleave 
to him^ and lay hddupm him. Uebi 6. 18. J fay: %6: 
2:6, but by this we depart , and draw backe fr*?n 
him y and let him got, Beb: 10: 38: 39- By the one 
we prize Chrift as infinitely pretious, and his ways 
as holy andgood, Phil: 3, 8. 2 Pet: 1. 4. bytheo- 
ther we vilifie and fet them at nought, ftumblc at 
them, as waies that doe not profit. Math: 2U 42, 
Acts: 4, iu * Pet: 2-7, 8. lobx it, 14*1 f. For,a 
man having approved of Gods waies, and entred 
into covenant with him, after this togoe from his 
word, and fling up his bargtine, and ftart afidc 
like a deceitfull bow: of all other difpofitions of 
theSoule this is one of the worft, todealewith 
our finnes as Ifrael did with their fervants. ^"'•34* 
io,r k diftaiffe them and then take them again.lt is 
the lad fruite of an tvijl and unbelieving heart, Htb: 
12- a AndGodthreatneth fuchperions to I cade 
them forth with the workers of iniquity. PfaL 125.5. 
as cattell are led to flaughtcr, or male favours to 
execution. And yet we here fee God prom i fee h 
Healing unco fuch finners. 

For 



upon Hose ah. Q?apA^. Fer.z.j, 



For under ft aitding whereof we are to know that 
there is a Twofold Apoftmt. The one out of Impo- 
twefof Affctfion, and pnvdtncjof tu$> drawing 
the heart to looke towards the old pleafures thereof 
againe, and it is a Recidivrthn or ReUpjc into a for- 
mer fintuli condition out of forgctfullnes and falA 
ncs of heart, for want of the feare of God to bal- 
lance the Confcience, and to fixe and unite the 
heart unto hira. Which was the frequent finne of 
Ifrael, to make many promifes and Covenants un- 
to God, and tobreake them as faft, $udg. i . 1 8*19. 
pftL to6* TiS,?. 1 !*!?* And this d falling from 
our fir ft /tfWjgrowing cold and flack In duty , break- 
ing our engagements unto God, and returning a- 
gmm to follf i though it be like a Re! apfe after a 
difeafe^exceeding dangerous^yet God is iometimes 
pleated to forgive and heale it, 

The other kinde of Apoftaey^ is proud and rndid* 
ota 7 when after the Tafl nftbtgwd word ofGod^ md 
tkefowmpfthtmrld to tome \ men fc t them (elves 
to hate, oppofe, perfecute Godlines, to doe dtfpight 
tothefpiritofgrace^ to fling off the holy ftri&nes 
of Chrifts yoake,to fwell againft the (earching 
power of his word, to trample u^onihehkui of the 
Ccvexanty and when they know the fpirituallnes 
and holmes of Gods waies, the innocencie and pi* 
ety of his fervams, doe yet notwithftanding let 
themfelves againft them for that rc$fo# though un- 
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T7;e /flf*rt& Sermon 



der other pretences 0 This is not a weake but a »/7- 
and (if I may fo fpeakc) a firing and a ftubborm 
j Apoflacy. A finne which wholly hsrdneth the heart 
| againft Repenc?*nce ? and by confequence is incura- 
ble • T o fpeake againft the Sonne of m*n^ that is a- 
gainft the do&rine, difciples, waics, fervants of 
Chrift,looking on him onely as a man, the leader ot 
a §e&, as matter of a new way (which was Pauls 
notion of Chrift and Chriftian Religion when he 
perfecuted it, and for which tanfe hefomd mercy, for 
had he done that knowingly which he did ignorant- 
ly^ it had beenea finne uncapablc of mercy. 
26: 9» t, <Tim. x. 13.) thus to finnr, is a Uafphemy 
that may be pardoned s but to again ft the Spi~ 
that is, to oppofe, and perfeeuie the doftrine, 
worfhip, waies, fervxnts of Chrift, knowing them 
and acknowledging in them a fpirituall Holines, 
and eo nomine to doe it,fo that xhefirmaB motive of 
ffu//rt-againft them, is the power andlnftrc of that 
ipirit which appeareth in them- and the formaU prin- 
ciple vf it 9 neither ignorance, nor felf e-ends, but 
very willfullnes, and Immediate malignity • Woe be 
to that man who fe natural! eamity and antipathie 
againft Godlincs doe ever fweU to fo great and da- 
ring an height; h frail not be forgiven him neither in 
this world y nor in the world to come * Math. 12.3 a, 

That is, fay fomc, neither in the time of lifa % nor 
in the point or moment of death which translates 
them unto the world to come. Others, not in this 
life by purification y nor in the world to come by 
confummate Jtedempion y md publike judiciary ab- 
Jbiution in the laft day, which is therefore called 

the 
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neither the §pen enemies of Chrift in the me^ nor 

the fdtfe profeffcurs of Chrift in the mher^ com- 
| [flitting thisfinn*, (bould be capable of pardon. 
This do&rine of Jpefttcy or Back-Aiding is 
worthy of a more large explication : but having 
handled it formerly on Hebr. 3,12* I (hall adde 
bat two words more, 

Firft,thu we fhould beware above all other fins, 
of thi% of failmg in foule as dd Ely did in body, 
backward^ and fo hazarding our falvatto^ if once 
we have (bafcen hands with finne , never take ac- 
quaintance with it any more, but fry as lfr*d here. 
What have 1 n dotty more with Idols ? The Church 
fiiould be tike Mount Sim thai cannot be moved. It 
is ifaii and fick temper of a Church to toffe from 
one fide to another, and then efpecially when fiie 
fhowld be healed, to be carried about with every 
mndc* 

Secondly, we fhould not be fo terrified by any 
finne, which our foule monrnes and labours under, 
and our heart turnech from, as thereby to be with- 
held from going to the Phyfician for pardon and 
healing* Had he not great power and mercy , did 
Ije not love freely^ without refped of perfons y and 
p'arden freely without refpe&of ftnnes } we might 

1 then be affraid of going to him : but when he tx~ 
tendeth forgive neffe to afl kindes^ iniquity y tranf- 

\ gr efsion y finne, Exod. 3 4>:6.*nd hitha&ually pardo- 
ned the gre&tefi fmners^ Manages, Mary Magdalen^ 
?anl t Publicans, harlots, back- Aiders , we fhould 
though not prefume hereupon to turne Gods mer- 
cy into poyfon, and his grace into wantondP: (for 

Mm ? mercy 
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mercy it felfe will not fave thofe finners that hold 
faft finne, and will not forfake it) yet take heed of 
defpairing, or entertaining low thoughts of the 
love and mercy of God-, for fuch examples as thefe 
are fee forth for the incouragement of all that fhaU 
ever beleeve unto tt email Itfe^ i Ti m * i • 1 6 . And the 
thoughts and waits which God hath to pardon fin, 
are above our thoughts and uw^whereby we lookc 
on them in their guilt and greatnefTc, many times, 
as unpardonable * and therefore are 'fin matter for 
our faith, even againft fenfe^ to beleeve 9 and rely 
upon,//*/. 5 5-57-58. 

Now followeth the fountaine of this mercy; 
/ will love them freely'} Gods love is a moft free 
and bountifull love, having no motive or found*- 1 
tion but within it felfe, and his free love and grace 
is the ground of all his other mercies to his peo- 
pie* he fheweth mercy on whom and becaufe he will 
fhei* mtrcy. From the beginning to the end of our 
falvation,norhing is primarily a&ive but free gr act. 
Freely loved ^Dtxii* 7,7-8. Freely chofen y Ephef. I . 
5,6, Chrift the gift of free love y John 3.16- 
obedience freely accepted for us, and beftowed up- 
on u$^Rom*5 . 1 ^ unification freedom. 3. 24* 
Adoption free ,Ephef. 1.5, Faith and repentance free y 
?hiL 1.29,2 Ti m . 2*25. Good mrkes free 3 Bphef. % . 
10. Salvation free. Tit. . Aft 5 15,1. Thus the 
foundation of all mercies is free love* We do not 
firft give to God that he may render to us againe* 
We tui ne, we pray, we covenant, we repent, we are 
holy, we are healed, ontly becaufe he loyes m : and 
he loves \is y not becaufe he fees any thing lovely or 
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amiable in us, but becaufe he will fliew the abfo- 
lutcntffeot his ownen?///, and the mfearchableneffe 
of his owne Counfclt towards us. We are not ori- 
ginally denominated Good by any thing which 
ftovttthfrom or is done by m : but by that which 
is biftwtdufw u$* Our goodncfTe is ;iot the motive 
of his love 3 but His love the fount tine of oui 
goodneffe* None indeed are healed and faved,but 
thofe that repent and retume - 7 but repentance is on- 
ly % conditioning that freely given by God, difpo- 
fingthefubjeti for falvation > not a Can fe moving 
or procuring God to fave us. Ic is ncceflary as the 
meant s to the end, not as the caufe to theeffevf. That 
which lookesleaft free of any other adt of God, 
His rewarding of obedience, is all and onely mercy* 
Wbtnwcfowin righteoufhefle^ we muft reape in 
mercy y Hof. i o . 1 2 • When he rendreth according to 
our work**, it is bccaufe of his mercy y PfaLtfzua. 

This is the folid bottome and foundation of all 
Chriftian comfort s 3 that Cod loves freely. We re 
his love to us to be meafured by our fruafulneffc 
or carnages towards him, each hourc and moment 
might fUgger our hope ^ but he is therefore plea- 
fed to have it all of Grace^ that theprtmift might be 
furt> Rom, 4. 16. This comforts us againft the 
guilt of the greateft fins * for love and free grace 
cznpardon what it will . This comforts usagainft 
theaceufationsof Satan drawne from our own un- 
mr$hine(fe. Tis tme s I am Unworthy , and Satan 
cannot fhew me unto my fclf more vile 5 then with- 
out his accufations I will acknowledge my felf e to 
be s but that love tb&t gave Chrifi freely 3 doth give 
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in him more worthiness then there is or can be 
unworthinefleinme. This comforts us in the af- 
filed hope of Glory , becaufe when he loves he loves 
to the tnd^ and mthing cm fepardte from ht$ Uve. 
This comforts us in all dffltCtions^t\\zx the free love 
of Godj who hath predeftmated us thereunto, will 
wifely order it all unto the good of hisfcr- 
vants, Kam.S.zp, Hebr.n.6. 

Our duty therefore it is, Firfl^to labour for af- 
furance of this free love, It will tfstfi ^ in all du- 
ties • it will drmem againft all Temptations : If will 
anfwerdXi cbjetliom that can be made againft the 
foules peace : It will fuflaine m in all conditions^ 
which the faddeft of times can bring us unto- // 
Gtdbe for usjvho t*n bt Againft m ? Thoi^gh thou- 
fands be againft us tt bate us , yet none fhall be a- 
gainft us to hurt us. 

Secondly, if God Uvetafretly^vjt fhould/*y* 
himth*nkfully y % John 4a 9* and let love be the fait 
cofealbn all our facrifices. For as no benefit is 
[awing unto us which doth not proceed From/flve 
in him^ fc no duty is pltdfing unto him which doth 
not proceed from live in m y 1 John 5* 3 . 

Thirdly, plead this free l*vc and grace in prayer* 
when we begge/uriw^ nothing is to* great for love 
to forgave ; When webegge grate and holincfle, 
nothing is too good for love to grant- There is not 
any one thing which faith cm manage unto more 
fpirituall advantages, then the free grace and love 
of God in CbrifL 

Fourthly, yet wemuft fo magnifie the love of 
God, as chat we turne m free grate tnt§ mnmneffe* 
1 There 
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There is a corrupt generation of men , who under 
pretence of exalting grace y do put difgrace upon 
the Lam of God , by taking away the mandatory 
pomr thereof from thofethat are undergrade, a 
do&rine moft extremely contrary to the nature ot 
this love. For Gods taw to us workes h*vein m to 
htm- and our love to him is this, thac wc keepc his 
Cemmdndtmems* 7 &nd to keepe a Comsnandemtnt 
istocontormeandto fubjeft my conscience with 
willingnefTc and delight unto the rule and precep- 
tive power of that commandement- Take away r |yj 
obligation ef the Law upon confeience as a rule of 
lift and you take away from our love to God the 
very matter about which the obedience thereof 
fhould be converfant. It is no diminution to love 
that a man is bound to obedience (nay it cannot be 
tailed obedience if I be not bound unto it) but 
herein the excellency of our love to God is com- 
mended that whereas other men arc fo bound by 
the Law that they fret at it, and fwell agamft it, 
and would be glad to be exempted from it, they 
a who love God, and know his love to them , de- 
light to be thus bound , and finde infinitely more 
fweetnefle in the ft rid rule of Gods holy Law, 
then any wicked man can doe in that prefnmptuous 
liberty wherein he allowes himfelfe to ihake off j 
and breake the cords of it. dumiikr ncc 

* . I alien us a vo- 

lumatc pcccandL \n ipfaenini volumate icus eft, qua mallet fi fcri polftt non effe quod 
timeatj uchbere facia t quod occult de fid eiat. Auguft.de nu & era t. csp 57* Et in 
fra. Omnia fiunt faciliacharitati. cap-^9. non eft Terribile fed Suave minditu-n. Dc 
Grac. Cbnftj. lib, it cap- 13. Suave fie quod nondekAabit. Dc puccat* num. & Re- 
mif. ltb.i, cap 17. Conrr.i* Epift. Pelag. lib. 1, cap.;?, lib.j. cap.4. dc do£r, Chnfti. lib. 
I* cap.15.de fpiruufic lit. cap. 3. 

N n Now 
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Now 1 aft ly> when wc returnc with found re pen- 
ranee unto God, then God is pleafed to give more 
then ordinary taftes of thefweemeife of his love, 
by removing judgements , which are the fruits of 
his Anperjxom us This point falls in with what 
was handled before on the fecond verfe. There- 
fore I flial! conclude with thefe two notes : 

Fir ft, that in all judgements God will have us 
looke on them as fruits of t>k anger, and take more 
notice in them of hk difpleafttre then our orvnt Of- 
ferings. When wrath is gone out , the fword 
drawne, thoufands and ten thoufands flatne in our 
Coafts - ifratl given to the fpoile> and ftcot unto 
robbers \ a land fet on fire with civill flames^ and 
none able to quench them ♦ A Kingdome divided 
withirt it felfe- A Church which was fomedmes 
the Afflxm for other exild and affli&ed Chriftians 
to fly for fhekcr unto> miterably tome by the foo- 
lifli and unnatural 1 divifions of brethren^ anddan- 
geroufly threatned by the policy and power of the 
common enemy who ftudies how to improve 
thefe divifions, to the ruine of thole that foment 
them^ our worfce is to make this eondufion, Our 
Gfdu angry > a God that loves freely, that is infi- 
nite in mercy and pitty, who doth not atflidt wil- 
lingly , nor grieve the children of men • This 
fliouldbe our greaceft Affli<aion t and the removal I 
of this anger by an univcrfal! Reformation and 
convert! on unto him our great j ft bufineffe. And I 
doe verily believe that England muft never thinke 
of out- living or breaking thorow this anger of 
God } this critic all jud^emcxt that is upon it, fo as to 

returne 
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recur nc to that cold and farm*!/ complex wn y that 
Laodicean temper that fhe was in before, ttl! 
(he have fo publickly and generally repented of 
ail thofe civitf d/f&rders which removed the 
bounds,, and brought d^ffipation upon ftibltch 
jujlice : and of all thofe EccUfiafiic'all diftrders 
which let in corruptions in do&rine, fuperfti- 
ons in worfliip , abufes in Government, dif- 
countenancing of the power of godlinefTe in the 
moft zealous ProfefTcrs of it, as that our Re- 
formation may be as conlpicuous as our di [or- 
ders have been, and it may nppcare to all the 
world that God, hath waflied away the filth 
and purged the blood of England from the 
midft thereof by the Sprit vf ~fudgemen f y mi by 
the Spirit ef burning* 

Secondly, That Gods love Is the true ground of 
removing Judgements in mercie from a people. 
Let all Humane counHI s be never fo deepe, and ar- 
mies never fo aftive, and cares never fo vigilant, 
and Inftruments never fo unanimous, if Gods love 
come not in, nothing of all thefe can doc a Nation 
any good at all, Thofe that are moft intcrefted in 
Cods /tfWjftiall certainly be moft fecured againft his 
Judgements. Hither our eyes, our prayers, our 
thoughts irui ft be dire died. Lord, love us, delight 
in us , choofe us for thy felfe, and then though 
Counfells, and creafui es, and armies, and men,md 
horfes, and all fecond caufes faileus, though Sa- 
than rage,and hell threaten, and the foundations of 
the earth be fhiken, though neithtr iWvine^ nix 
the Qifofa nor the fgge-tree, nor the field, nor thf 

N n 2 p iffures^ 
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ptfturcs, nor the heards > nor the ftdll yeeld any 
(upplies, yet we mil rejoyce in the Lord y and glory 
in the God of our Salv&tton^fwne ftiall be healed, 
anger (hall be removed, nothing pall be dhle to (ef*- 
rate us fromtht love of God which u in Chrifi ^e(m 
our Lord. 



THE 
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Hose a Chap. i4.ver. 5.6,7. 

5 , / mB be as the dew unto Ifrael : he {bail grew as the 
L illyy and caft fort h his roots as L ebamn, 

6 , Hit branches {ball fpread s and his beauty {ball be 
' as the Olive Tree^ and his fincll as Lebanon* 

*f m They that dwell under his {baddow^fhall retarne; 
The) {hall revive as the Corne 1 and grow as the 
Fine $ the fent thereof {ball bee as the wtne of 
Lebanon* 



N tbefe verfes is contained Gods 
anfwtr unto the fecond part of // 
raels petition wherein they defired 
him to doe them goed 7 or to re- 
ceive them gracioufl) j And here 
God promifeth them feverall An- 
gular blessings fet forth by feverall metaphors and 
fimilirudes, allanfwcriDgto the nave of Epbra m 7 
and the ancient promifes made untohim,P**f«3 ji 
1 J, 17.&C, oppofite to the many contrary eurfet ■ 

Aaa threat- f 
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threatned in the former parts of the Prophecy un- 
der metaphors of a contrary importance. Here is 
rhe dew of 'grace .> contrary to the morning cloud and 
the earthly dm that pafleth away^ap.i 3 ,3 . LiUies^ 
OltvesXedars^Fines^Spices^contntyto the Judge- 
ments of Nettle; y Thorne$ y Thiftles£hzp.9i 1 6 m 1 o>8. 
Spreading roots contrary unto dry roots 5 chap.9 , 1 6. 
A fruitful w/^bringing forth excellent wine>coc- 
trary to an empty Fine bringing fruit only to it felfe^ 
that is, fo fowreard unfavoury , as are not worth 
the gathering^chap. 1 o . 1 .Cornegro W^ioftead of 
corn taken quite away^chap,^?, inftead of noftalk^ 
no kti y no meale ,chap. 8,y. Fruit promifed inftead 
of no fruit threatned 3 diap.9*i 6* wine promited in 
oppofition to the failing of wine b chap. 9.2. 2.9, 
Sweet wine oppofite to fame drink , chap.4. 18, 
Safe dwelling inftead of no dwellings chap. 9.3, 
Branches growing and fpreading,inftead of tranches 
con fumed , chap. 11. tf- Green trees inftead of dry 
^/^j.chap.ij.15. And all thefe fruits the fr aits as 
of Lebanon s which was of all other parts of that 
Country the moft fertill Mountaine , full of vari- 
ous kindesof the moft excellent Trees, Cedars, 
Cyprefle, Olive, and divers others , affording rich 
gummcs and balfomes i Full alto of all kinds of 
the moft medicinal! and aroma ick herbs,fendmg 
forth a moft fragrant odour, whereby all harnafull 
and venemous Creatures were driven from har- 
boring there: And in the Vallies of that Moun- 
taine were raoii rich grounds for Pafture , 
Corne , and Vineyards, as the Learned in their 
defcriptions of the holy Land have obferved. 

The 
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The Original! of all thefebleffings is the bea- 
vefllydewoi Gods grace and favour (alluding to 
that abundance of dew which fell on thatMoun- 
tainc, ) defending upon the Church, as upon a 
garden bringing forth Lillies, as upon a Forrefi % 
ftrengrhningche Cedars^ as upon a Vineyard^ fprea- 
ding abroad the Ranches y as upon mOliwyard y 
making the trees thereof green and fruitfully and 
as on a rich field, reviving the Corn* Here is fpi- 
rtuall £&frtjf, the beauty of the £f//*V,exceeding 
that of Solomon in all his glory 5 fpirituall $ ability) 
the rootes of the Cedars , and other goodly ttfes 
in that mountaine - fpirituall odors s thefpieesof 
Lebanon ; fpirituall fruitfulnefje and that of all 
forts and kinds for the comfort of life. The fruit 
of the field , bread to firengthen , the fruit of the 
olive trees , oyk to refrefh » the fruit of the vine- 
yard, mm to make glad the heart of man, PfaL 
104.15- 

Wee efteeme him a very rich man, and moll 
excellently accommodated, who hzxhga^dens for 
plcafure,and fields for cor ne and pafture and mods 
for fuellj for (Impure, for defence, for beauty and 
delight : and Vineyards for wine and oyle>and all 
other conveniences both for the ncceflities and de- j 
lights of a plentifull life- Thus is the Church 
here fet forth unto us as fuch a wealthy man , fur- 
nifbed with the unfearchable riches ofChriftJ 
with all kinde of bleflings both for fan&ity and 
fafety 4 as the Apoftle praifeth God the father of 
om Lord Jefus Chrift , who hath blefled us with 
1 all fpirituall hlefsmgs in heavenly places in Chrift, 
' Aaa 2 


"1 

2 7, rk* Alp- 

-^tLMt iff 

<P y its £p}o Vt 

pMlrla. J"* i i{ 

ha.tr/jh'^if tit 

thtntuu lib- h 
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Vfz* Ele&ion to eteraall life, adoption to the 
condirion of formes , and to a glorious inheri- 
tance, redemption from mifery unto blefiedncfie $ 
remiflion of finnes , knowlegde of his will^ hoii- 
oefic and Uiblameablenefie of life, and the feale 
of the Holy Spirit ofpromife ,as wefiode them 
particularly enumerated, Epk* 1.1,13. 

1 he words thus opened doe firft afford us one 
generall Obfef^vatim^ln that God fingleth out fo 
many excellent good things by name in relation 
to that generall petition, Doe us good, That God 
many times a nfwereth prayer abundantly beyond 
the petitions of his people* They prayed at large 
only forgood) leaving it (as it beeommeth us who 
know not alwayes what is good for our felves) to 
his holy will and wifedome in what manmr and 
mufure to doe good unto them : Andheanfwers 
cbem in particular with all kinde of good things. 
As in the former petition they prayed in generall 
for the foFgiveBefle of finne, and God in particu- 
lar promiieth the healing of their Rebellions , 
which was the greateft of their finnes. God many 
times anfwers the prayers of his people, as he did 
the feed of lfaac y Gen. 16.1 2 . with an hundred fold 
encrcafe. As Gods word never returns empty un- 
to him, fo the prayers of his fervants never return 
empty unto them; and ufuallythe crop of prayer 
is greater then the feed out of which it grew, as 
the putting in of a little water into a Pumpe 
makes way to the drawing out of a great deale 
more, ffaac and Rehcca had lived twenty yeares 
together without any children ? and he grew now 

in 
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in y cares, for be was forty yeares old before he 
married j hereupon he folemnly prayes to God in 1 
bebalfe of his Wife, becaufe fhee was barren, 
zvA God gave him more then it is probable bee 
expe&ed, for he gave him tm [owes at a birth, 
25. 21,22. As the cloud which rifeth out of 
the earth many times in thintie and infcnfible va- 
pors s fallcth downe in grear and abundant 
{homes : fo our prayers whichafcend weak and 
narrow, return with a full and enlarged anfwer. 
Goddeales in this point with his children, as 1q- 
fefb did with his brethren in Egypt 5 he did not 
only put come into their Sacks, bur returned the 
money which they brought to purchafe ir, Got 42. 
2 5. So he dealt with Solomon, he did not ondy give 
him mfedome and gifts of government , which he 
asked, but further gave him both riches &nd honour 7 
which he asked not, 1 King m % t i%* The people 
of Ifrael when they were diftrefled by the Ammo- 
nites y befought the Lord for help ; he turns back 
their prayers , and fends them to their Idols to 
help them j they humble themfelves,, and put away 
their Idols, and pray againe* and the higheft 
pitch that their petitions mounted unto m^Lord 
wee have finned y doe unto us whatever feemtthgood 
unto thee, only deliver us wee fray thee this day, ludg, 
10. 1 5. and God did anfwer this prayer beyond the 
contents of it j bee did xiot onely deliver them 
from the Enemy, and fo fave them, but fubdued 
the Enemy under them, and delivered him into I 
their hands • he did not only give them the reliefe 
rheydefired, but a glorious vifiory beyond their 

de fires 
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God deales with his fervants 
as the Prophet did with the woman of Shunem^ 
when he bid her ask what fhee needed, and tell h ; m 
what fliee would have him doe for the kindnefle 
flie had dore to him^and fhee found not any thing 
to requeft at his hands, he fends for her againe,and 
makes her a free promife of that which fhee mo ft 
wanted and defired, and tells her that God would 
give her a fonne 3 2 King,$ m z$ t So many times 
God is pica led to give his fervants fuch things as 
they forget to a$k,or gives them the things which 
they ask & in a fuller meafure then their own defires 
durft to propofe them* David in his troubles 
faked life of God y and would have efteemed it a 
great mercy only ro have been delivered from the 
fcarc of his Enemies, and God doth not only an- , 
fwcr him according to the defire of his heart in 
that particular, and above it too, for he gave him 
length of dajes for ever &nd ever* y but further 
fetled the Crowne upon his head, and added 
honour and majefty unto his life, Pfai, 21. 1, 

And the Reafons hereof are principally two. 
1 We beg of God according ro the fenfe and 
knowledge which we have of our own wanrs, and 
according to the meafure of that Lov& which we 
beare unto our felves. The greater our love is ro 
our felves, the more a&ive and importunate will 
our petitions be for fuch good things as we need : 
But Godanfwers prayers according to his know- 
ledge of us, and according to the Love which hee 
beare th unto us. Now God knowes what things 

we 
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we want much better then we do our (elves ^ and j 
he loves our foul es much better then we love them 
our fetves, and therefore he gives us more and 
betrer things then our own prayers know how to 
ask of him* A little childe will beg none but 
trifles and mean things of his father b tea ufe be 
hath not underftanding to look higher, or to va- 1 
lue things that arc mote excellent ^ but his father 
knowing better what is good for him, be flows on 
him education, traines him unto learning and ver- 
tuejthat he maybe fit to manage and enjoy thit 
inheritance which he provides for him : fo, me 
know not what to ask as we ought y Rom, S % and 
when we do know, our fpirits are much ftrakned, 1 
we have but zfnite and narrow love unto our felves. 
But Gods knowledge is infinite^ and his love is in- 
finite r and according unto thefe are thediftribu- 
tions of his mercy- Even the Apoftle himfelfe 
when he was in affiiftion, and buffetred by the 
meflengerof Satan, and vexed with a thorn in his 
flefh, befought the Lord for nothing bur that it 
might depart from him • but God had a farre better 
aniwer in ftore to the Apoftles prayer>and purpo- 
fed to do more for him then he defired, na mely to 
give himafufficiency of grace to fupporthin^and to 
magnify hisftrengih m the infirmity of his f truant 7 
2 Cor* 12* 9* When the Prophet had encoura- 
ged men tofeek theLord y and to turn unto him, 
and that upon this aflurance, that he will not only 
heare petitions for mercy and forgivenefle, but 
will multiply to pardo& f that is, will pardon more 1 
finnes then wecaneonfeffe (for with hitn there is 

not 
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not only mercy, but plenteous redmptkn^ Pfal m 130. 
7O he further ftrengthneth our faith and encou- 
1 rageth our obedience unto this duty, by the con* 
1 ^deration of the thoughts of God^ 10 wit, his 
' thoughts of love, mercy, and peace towards u$- y My 
J thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your mayes 
my wayss faith the Lord j for as the heavens are higher 
then ihe earth ^fo are my wayes higher then your wayes^ 
and my thoughts then your thoughts. Efa* 5 5.7.8, 
He can pardon beyond our petitions, becaufe his 
thoughts of mercy towards us are beyond our ap- 
prchenfions. See the like place 9.10,11,12, 

1 God anfwers prayers not a I wyes with re- 
fpe# to the narrow compafle of our weak defircs, 
but withrefpe&to his own honour^ and to the de- 
claration of hisowngreatnefle : for he promifeth 
to heare us that wee may glorify him, Pfal. 50. I J. 
Therefore he is plea fed to exceed our petitions, 
and to do for us abundantly above what we ask or 
think, rhat our hearts may be more abundantly en- 
larged, and our moutbes wide opened in rendring 
honour unto him. When Peridus a favourite of 
Alexander foeggzA of him a portion for his daugh- 
ters, the King appointed that fifty Talents ftiould 
be given unto hi riband he anfwered that ten would 
be fufficient ; the King replied that ten were 
enough for Perillus to ask, but net enough for A* 
lexander to grant : So God is pleafed many times 
to give more then we ask, that we may look upon 
it not only asan afi of mercy 3 but as an a& of ho- 
nour ^ and to teach us in all our prayers to move 
God as well by \ihgfory as by his mercy : So Mofes 
' did^ 
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did , when he prayetb for pardon unto lfrael % left 
Gods Name fhould be blafphemed^ Num. 14 15,1 tf> 
1 7 So did when Ifrael turned their backs 
before their enemies , what wik thorn do unto thy 
great Name?' loJh.y*$» So Solomon in h is prayer ac 
the dedication of the Temple* Hearethauin hea- 
ven thy dwelling place, and do according to all that 
the fir anger calleth to thee for y that all the people of 
the earth may know thy Name, 1 Kings 8.43. So 
David in his for lfrael y and for the performance of 
Gods protnife to the feed of David, 1 0 as thou haft 
[aid) let it even be eftabhfhed, that thy Name may bee 
magnified for ever. \ Chron. 17, 1 3,24, So Afa^O 
Lord thou art our God) let not man prevail againfl 
thee, 2 Chron. 14. 11* So lehofophat, Art not thou 
God in heaven I and rulejl not thou overall the king- 
doms of the Heathen £ and m thine hand is there not 
power and mighty fo that none is able to withfland 
thee* 2. Chron.zo. 6. So Hezekiah when he 
fpred the bJafphemies of Sennacherib before the 
Lord, O Lord our God } favem from his hand, that all \ 
the kiigdomet of the earth may know that thou art the 
Lord) even thou only, Ifay 37,20, So the Church 
of God in the time of diftreffe, Help us O God of 
our falvaihn^ for the glory of thy Name, and deliver 
and purge away our fwnesforthj Names jake * y wher~ 
fore (boitldthe Heathen fay^ where is their God I Pfah 
79* 9^ i c. As every creature of God was made for 
his glory, Pw.16.4- Rom * 11,3 <?. fo every Attri- 
bute of God doth work and put forth it felfe for 
his glory * I f he (hew mercy v it is to flaew the riches \ 
of his £/wjr,£0OT.0.a3i£f&.l*ii,l2. If he execute | 

B bb jujfice 
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fufiice , it is to make his pmr known , Rom ,9.17-12. 
2 Tbef m r» 9. When he puttcth forth his f ower f 
and doth terrible things, it is to make his Name 
kmn>n y lfay 54,1,2,5, If he engage his fr*dfr,and 
make his promifes Yea and Amen,it is for his own 
glory, and that his Name way be magnified in doing 
what he hath faid y iCor.i.io* % Sam tm j M 2 5, 2£. 
Exod. 3,14.15. Exod. 1 2 ,4 x . lofb.t 1 .4 5, When- 
foever therefore we pray unto God , and therein 
implore his mrecy on us, his jufticc on his ene- 
mies, his truth to be fulfilled, his power, wifdome, 
or any other Attribue to be manifefted towards his 
people, the higheft and raoft prevayling medium 
we can ufe, is the glory of his own Name • Gods 
ultimate end in working muft needs be our jf rongefi 
argument in praying, becaufe therein it appeares 
that we feek his intereft in our petitions as w^il , 
and above our own* 

This fetveth firft to encourage us unto prayer, 
becaufe God doth not only heare andanfwer pray- 
ers, (which is a fufficient motive unto his ftrvants 
' to call upon him, O thou that bearejl prayers^ unto 
thee fhaft aSflefh come , P/a/. 6 5 , z # 66*20* 96. y, 
6>j. 1 02, 17,) but becaufe he oftentimes exceed- 
eth the modefty, the ignorance, the fearfulneffcof 
our Requefts, by giving unto us more then wee 
ask* When pooie men make requefts unto us, we 
ufually anfwer them as the Eccho dorh the voyce> 
the amwer cuts off halfe the petition. The Hy- 
pocrite in the Apoftle (Ism* 2*1$. 16*) when he 
fawabrorherorfifternakedor deftitute of daily 
food, would hid him be warmed or filled, but in the 

mean 
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mean rimegitte taVw miking that was needfulljand 
fo wee rather mock then anfwer their requefts. 
We fliaU feldom finde amongft men faels curtefie, 
Imdg. 5,55, giving milk to thofe that ask water % ex- 
cept it be as hers was, $&f<*i munus cum ha- 
mo 9 an entangling benefit, the better to introduce 
a mifchiefc : there are not many Naamahs among 
us, that when you beg of them one Talent, will 
force you to take too, a Kings 5,2 3 . But Gods 
anfwerto our prayers is like a multiplying glaffe, 
which renders the requeftmuch greater in the an- 
f&er then it was in the prayer. As when we caft a 
ftooe into the water, though it be but little in it 
felfe, yet the circles which come from it fpread 
wideiand wider till they fill the whole pond : fo 
our petitions though very weak as they come from 
us, and craving but fomeone or other good thing, 
yet finding way to the fountain of Ufe t and un- 
fearehable treafUre of mercy which is inChrift, 
are ufually anfwered with many and more fpread ing 
benefits. The Trumpet exceedingly ftrengthncth 
the voyce which pafleth through it 5 ic goes in 
at a narrow paflSge, and the voyce is but a filcnt 
breath as it comes from the mouth * but it goes 
out wider , with a doubled and multiplyed vigour : 
So our prayers ufually goe up narrow to God, but 
they come down with enlarged anlwers from him 
againe 5 As the root is but of one colour , when 
the fimtr which groweth out of it is beautified 
with variety. 

Now this ftiould be a great encouragement unto 
us to call upon God with fincetity of heart, be- 
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caufehe multiplyetfato pardon , beeaufe we knew 
not the numbers of hi* falvation , PfaL 7 1 , 1 5. w 
cannot count thefummt of his thoughts towards us, 
n ?.i7,iS* If there were any man fo weal- 
thy 5 that it were all one with him to give 
pounds or pence 5 and who ufually when he were 
asked filver, would give gold , every indigent and 
neceffitous perfon would waite upon this mans 
mercy. Now,it is as eafie with God to give Ta- 
lents as farthings, as eafie to ovcr-anfwer prayers 
as to anfwer them at all. It is as eafie totheSunne 
to fiJla vafte Palace as a little clofet with lightj 
as eafie to the Sea to fill a channel I as a bucket 
with water- He can fattsfie with goodnejfe, and m- 
f&er mthwondetfull and terrible things^fal. 6 5.4, 
5- Oh who would not make requefts unto fuch a 
Godjwhofe ufuall anfwer unto prayer is, Be it un- 
to thee as thou wilt I Math* 15*28. Nay, who an- 
fwers us beyond our own wills *nd thoughts^ Eph m 
3 .20, and meafureth forth mctcy by the greatmfje 
of his own grace, and not the narrownejje of our 
defires. The *fhekell belonging to tbtfanSuary W as 
as many learned men think, in weight double to 
the common fbekell which was ufed in civill mat- 
teis : Tonorc unto us, that asGodexpe&s from 
us double the care in things belonging untohim 
above what wee ufe in the things of the world, 
fo he ufually meafureth back double urto us a- 
1 gnneigood meafur^priffed dor*n % fhaken together 
I and running over into our bofomes. When t he man 
fickohhe palfie was carried untoChrift to bee 
healed, Chrift did beyond the expe&ation of 
thofe 
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thofc that brought him, for he not only cured him 
of his difea[e y bmoi hizfinne , gave him not only 
health of hdy 3 but peace of €onfcienee% fir ft, 6e of 
goodcheere^ tbyfinnts be forgiven thee y and then, 
jirife^tflkeuf thy bed^ and goe to thy houfe^ M*th 9 
9 ,1 . 6 . The Thiefe on the Croffe be fought Chrift 
to remember him, when hee came into his King- 
dome, but Chrift an fivers him far re beyond his 
petition* alluring him that the fame very day hee 
fhould be with him in Paradife, £0^.2^42,43. 
The pooreman at the gate of the Temple begd for 
nothing of Peter and tehn but afmallalmes, but 
they gave him an anfwer to his re que ft farre more 
worth then any other almes could be, namely, fuch 
an almes as caufed him to ftand in need of almes ] 
no longer, reftorcd him in the name of Chrift J 
unto found ftrengtb,that he walked^and leaded &nd \ 
praifed God, A8 % ^6„ * In like manner doth God 
anfwer the prayers of his people,not always it may 
be in the kindt^ and to the exprefle will of him 
that askethj but for the better^ and consequently 
more to his will then bimfelfe exprefTed. 

Secondly, This fhould encourage us in prayer 
to begge for an anfwer, not according to the de- 
feft and narrownefle of our own low conceptions, 
but according to the fulnefle of Gods own abun- 
dant mercies. It would nor pleafe one of us if a 
beggar fhould ask of us gol^or jewels fi!ke 3 or 
dainties 5 wee would efteeme fuch a petitioner 
fuller of pride and impudence^ then of want- But 
God delights to have his people beg great things 
of him, to implore the performance of exceeding 
great 
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great and precious promifes, % Pet* 1. 4* to pray for 
a ftiare in the unfear challe riches ofCkrifi f to know 
things which pafle knowledge>and to be fitted with 
thefulneffeofGod > Epfe. 3.8, i8,i£* to ask^/vvgf 
vfhtch eye hath not feen y nor ewe heard y nor hath 
entred into the heart of man to conceive^ xCar t z*9 m 
to ask not as Aggers oncly for an Mmes^but 3$ 
children for an inheritance^ Rom* 8, 1 S^ l 7^l*GaL 
4.657, not to ask fome thing, or a few things, but 
in every thing to let ourrequefts be made known 
unto Cod, PhiL^.6. becaufe with Chrifthe gi- 
vethus freely all things y RomS^i. even all things 
richly to enjoy % 1 Tim* 17. As Alexander the 
Great was well pleafedwith Anaxarchtts the Phi- 
lofopher when he defired an hundred talents of his 
Treafurer* He doth well, faith he, in asking it a 
and underftands his friend aright, who hath one 
both able and willing to give him fo great a gift, 
God allowes his children a fpirituall and heaven- 
ly ambition to covet earnestly the be$gifts y \ Cor m \ 2 « 
31, to afpireuntoa kiogdome, and accordingly 
ro put up great and honourable requefts unto 
bim- To think what great things Chrift hath 
purchafed, what great things God hath promifed 
and propofed to us , and to regulate our prayer § 
more by the merits and riches of Chrift^ and by the 
greatnefleofGodsiwera^ j then by thofe appre- 
Senfions which wee cannot but have of out own 
unworthinefle, 

Now next from the particulars of the Text, 
though many particular obfervations might bee 
railed, yet I fhall reduce them unto one gene- 
„ rail, 
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rail, which may comprehend the pirtleulars - 
namely, That whom Gad loves and pardons, up* 
on them he powreth forth the bcnedi&ion of his 
grace and fpirit, as the dewot heaven to quicken 
them unto anhofy and fruit full converfation. The 
general! promifes nakedly fct down before, f will 
neale^ i mil love, are here further, amplified by 
many excellent metaphm y and elegant figures, 
which are nine in number/uultiplyed into fo many 
particulars) partly becaufe ot the difficulty of the 
promife to be believed , which is therefore feve- 
rally inculcated and reprefeated : Partly becaufe 
of the deje&ednrfje of the people unJer the variety 
of their former (ufferings, who are therefore by 
variety of mercies to be raifed up and revived y 
and partly to itprefent the perfection and com- 
pleatncffc ot the ble flings intended, which fhould 
be of all forts, and to al! purpofes ; and the foun- 
dation of all the reft is this, that God promifeth 
to be as the dew unto tfraeh For Eph?aim having 
been curfed with much drouth and bjrrennefle • 
now when God bleflcth him again, he promifeth 
to be unto him as dew is to the weary and thirfty 
ground , which fo refrefhetfa it that the fruits 
thereof doe grow and flourifti againc. Lillies , 
flowers, trees, vines t co me are very apt t efpec tally 
in fuch hot Coun treys as ludea ) without much 
refre flung dew and fhowres from heaven, to dry 
up and wither away: fo would Epbraim have been 
quite confumed by the heavie wrath of God, if 
he fhould not with the (uppliei of his grace md 
holy fpirit 5 and with his heavenly ret re foments 

and 
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Cbrjfefl* in?}. 



and loving countenance revive themagaine. 

Dew in the mturdl fignification of it, impor- 
t:th a comforting, refrefhing, encouraging, and 
calling forth the fruits of the eirth,as being of a 
gentle infinuating vertue,which lea Purely foakerh 
into the ground 5 and in that fenfe is mentioned 
as a bleffing, Gen*i%^ In the myfluail andfpi- 
ritual! fenfe of it, it fignifiethCfcn^ 5 
who by his holy wordzna heavenly grace dropping 
down and diftilling upon the fbuIesofmen,£>»/. 
52.2. lob ifaui 3 u by his princely favour and lo- 
ving countenance, which is as a cloud of the lac* 
ter raine , fw.itfiij. 19, 12. by his heavenly 
rigbttQufoejJe , and molt fpirituall efficacy t Efay %6* 
19* 45*8. dorhfo quicken, vegetate and revive 
the hearts of men, that they like dew from the womb 
of the morning are borne in great abundance unto 
him, as multitudes of men, arid believers ufe to be 
cxprefled in the Scripture by drop of dew^ TfaL % 1 o. ! 
3. Mic^.-jAn one word, That which dew is to the 
fields > gardens, vineyards , flowres , fruits of the 
earth, after an hot and a fcortchingday, That the 
favour, word, grace, loving countenance, and ho- 
ly Spirit of Chrift will be to the drooping and 
affU&ed confcicnces of bis people. 

From this metaphor then wee learn, 
1; That we are naturally, dry ^barren f ftuitlefle, 
and utterly unable to doe any good,to bring forth 
any fruit unto God, like an heathy and parched 
Iand,fubje&to the Scorching terrors of the wrath 
of God 5 and to his burning indignation. So 
Chrift compares lerufalem unto a dry withered 

tree, 
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tree, fitted unto judgement * 23.31. Andhee 
affureth us that out ofbim we can doe nothings loh. 
15.4.5. In us ofourfelves there dwellethflo good 
thtng> Rom. 7. 18 . we are not of our fclves as of 
our felves fufjtcient unto any th ing, 2 Cor. 3.5, He 
is the Sunne thathealethus, ^4/4.2. he the ™/» 
that difpofeth us 3 PfaL 72, 6 « he the ™<*# that de- 
rive th life and nourifhment upon us, ReveLzi.i 6* 
As natural l,{b much more fpirituall fruitfulnefle, 
hath its ultimate refolution into him, who alone 
is the father of the raine , and beget teth the drops of 
devtyHof. 2 . 1 r* 22, lob 58.28* 

2 . That rhe£tt*ff of God is like dm to the bar- 
ren and parched hearts of men eo mike them 
fruitful I. And there are many things wherein 
the proportion and refemblance (lands* 

Firft,None can give it but God,It comes from 
above , it is of a cekftiall original! y the nativity 
thereof is from the mm fa of the morning. Are 
there any amongft the vanities of the Gentiles 
that can caufe raine, or can the heavens give 
fhowers I Are not thou he O Lord our God £ for thou 
haft made all theft things J er m 14.22, And the like 
wee may fay in a more ftri& and peculiar fenfe of 
regeneration > That it is a fpirituall and heavenly 
birth 5 It is not of blood , Mr of the wiU of the flejh y 
nor of the will of man p but of God. There is no 
concurrence or a&ive affiftance of the flefh, or 
of any naturaii abilities unto a birth which is 
meerdy fpirituall, M.i.ijj. lob. 5^6. Im % i<\j^ 
18, Therefore Chrift was pleated to goe up into 
heaven, before he rtied forth his holy fpirit in 

Ccc abun- 
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tuJd*JF!t2 Sundance on Church j 3?, hb m t6+y. 
atitjnm m- 4* 5- to ceach us 5 firft, that our converfion 

umldimfctmiQ land fan&i flea t ion comes from above % byzdivimc 
tmvok'i% \t***bingj>y afpirituallconviaLon^by ifnptrnAtu* 
ra/l and omnipotent traB/mjby an heavenly calling^ 
perfimt.hug, by the will of him who alone can give a will unto 

ftt«^ us No voice can & heard by thofethat are dead > 
iv^tfr jw nj J but the voyce of the Sonne of m*n % Ioh m 6 t 44^4^ 

ut «*| foh.i6,S&lo,iL Hit,. } iT ,/».l ( i8. PhfLl.iT. 

nb illo qui novit . t 3 „ > ■ • t it , 5' 

^-5,35. H£& m i2*!$. and withall to acquaint us 
whither the affeflions and conventions of men 
thus fan&ified fhould tend, namely* unto heaven, 
as every thing works towards its original! 7 and 
every part inclines unto the whole, CV.j. fj %% 
Phil* 5,2c, With aliufion unto this metaphor of 
dfw or raine , the holy Spirit is faid to be f*w$d 
out upon the Churches, ^3.2*17- Tit m }.g % and the 
word of grace is frequently compared unto-roroe. 
As it is the feed 1 by which we are enabled to bee 
fruitful!, Math, 1 j, 19. fo it is the rum which 
fofrneth the heart y that it may be the better 
wrought upon by that fcminali vertue , Efay 55, 
10,1 1, HeL6.y m whereas falfc teachers are called 
clouds without watcrjud.v* 1 z. They have no fructi- 
fying venue ia them. None can give grace but 
Godj It heavenly in its nature , therefore it is 
fo in its-ortgtBall , It jfayes mtfofmm y j. 
It depends not on the wills, concurrencies, pre- 
parations, or difpofit ions which arife out of us, 
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but h wholy prcventeth vras are made aSru* 
by it, but we arc not b at all Antecedently afttvein 
fir ring or difpofing our felves for it. 

Secondlv 3 It is the fruit of a c Serene^dcut and 
quiet heaven ; for dew never falleth cither ia 
fcorching or in tempdiuous weather as Philofo- 
phers have obferved. In like manner^he grace^ 
favour and bJeffings of God are the fruits of his 
reconciled aft &ion towards us : Upon the wicked 
he rainerh fiormeand tempefi^hc thowreth down on 
them l he fury of his wrath y and fhewes himfelfe 
dark xloudy, gloomy, terrible unto them,?/*.! 
Pfdl t %^i*$Jo& 20.23.7^.1.3,8. But unto thofc 
that feare his name he opencth a clear and a graci- 
ous countenai ice^nd being reconciled unto them, 
flied deth abroad his 1 Jve into their hear ts a and his 
peace into t heir conf ciecces , like Gedtons dew on 
the fleece and on the ground^s a fpeciall evidence 
of his grace ,and therefore the PFalmifl compares 
the love and peace that is amongft brethren unto 
dew,P/rf/. which ever falle th from a calme, 
ferene and quiet skie. 

Thirdly, It is abundant and mmmtr^hU^ who 
can number the drops of dew on the ground j or 
the bairn of link rdm 1 (for fo chey are called 
intbeoriginall VSS^pp becaufeof their fmal- 
nefle and number, Deut. 32.1.) fo Bufshsi ex- 
prefleth the multitudes of all lftMl y %sam.i7.i2* 
we will light upon him as the dew falleth upon th 
ground^ And the multitudes of beleevef s are faid 
to be bom unto Chrift by bis fending forth the 
rod of his ftreegth j as dew f rem the mmbe of the 

Ccc 2 ~ ^ or - 
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mornings? fah 110*3. as we finde Hiftorically ve- 
rified 5 ^S.2*4i-^*5.l4>l6* AH m 6*j*AB*p ^i 9 ^2» 
ABa$ ao* Such is the grace and favour of God 
unto his people after their converfion; unfearch- 
able,ic cannot be comprehended, or meafured, nor 
brought under any number or account^ Pfat. 71. 
15. f[&L\i9A7t i8 # Chrift is compared unto 
Ma?ma } hcc was the bread that came down from 
heaven, Ioh.6* 50,51- and Manna cacne in mighty 
abundance T fo that there was enough for every 
one to gather, Exod. 1 6. 16. It had dew under it a 
and ow it, as wee may conjecture by compa- 
ring Exod. 1 6. 1 4* with Numb. 1 1 . whereuo to 
the holy Ghoft leemeth to allude when he fpeaks 
of the bidden Manna f Rev* 1* 17- (though that 
may likewife refeite unto the fot of Mama which 
was kept in the Tafarnacle % Exod m if. 31,33. Hek 
94- As our life is fa id to be kid with chriff 7 now 
hee is in Heaven^ Co/.j.j,) By this dew com- 
ing along with Manna, is intimated, That the 
mercies of God in Ghrift, his daily mercies , 
(which are faid, with allufion, I fuppofe , unto 
this Manna, to bee renewed every morning , Lam. 
3,23-) and his hidden mercies f to wit* the inward 
comforts of his grace and fpirit , are all Innume- 
rable and pa ft finding out. We may fay of bis mer- 
ries } as the Pfalmift of his Commandemeffls^ I have 
found an end of all perfe&ion, but thefe are exceed- 
ing broad \moK then eye hath feen 3 or eareheard,oi 
the heart it felfe is able to comprehend, 1 Cor. 2 ,9+ 
Fourthly, It is filent, flow, infenfihle^ while it is 
falling you cannot fay, here it is: it deceives the 
H ______ eye 
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eye, and is too fubtle fof that to fee it : it deceives 
the eare, and is too filent for that to beare it : it 
deceives the face and is too thin and fpiritual! 
for that to feele it. You fee it whea it is come, 
but you cannot obferve hovr it comes. In this 
manner was God pleated to fill the world with the 
knowledge of h is Gofpell, and with t{ie grace of 
his Spirit, by quiet, ftnallj contempt ible^ and as it 
werCjby iofenfiblc meanes t Tht kingdoms of God 
came not with ObftrvAtion^ Luk+ 17.20,21, that is, 
with any vifible notable fplendor, or external! 
pmpe ( as the Jewes expefited the Mefsiah to 
come ) but it came with ffiritudl efficacy^ and 
with internal! power upon the confeienees of 
men,andfpread itfelfeover the world by the Mi- 
oiftry of a very few defpifed inftrumerits 5 with 
refpeft unto which manner of working the fpirit 
is compared unto wtnde^ which wee heare, and 
feele j but know not whence it comes y nor vbitber it 
goes } rQb.$ t 8:*She operations of grace are fecret, 
and filent upon the confeienees you fball finde 
mighty changes wrought* and (hall not tell how 
they were wrought- The fame man coming into 
the Church, one houre a fwine, a doggc, a ]ion 3 
and going out the next houre in all vifible refpefts 
the fame, due invifibly changed into a Lamb. 

Fifthly, It is of a [oft and hnignt nature, which 
gently infinuateth and worketh it fclfc into the 
ground, and by degrees moiftneth and mollifieth 
it, that it may bee fitted unto the feed which is 
call into it. In like manner the fpirit, the grace, 
the word of God is of a [earthing , insinuating, 
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fiftmng qualitic; it finks into the heart: and works 
it felfe into the co&fcience and from thence mikes 
way for it fclte into the irWem^minde^houghts, 
a ffedions, words, anions, fitting them all unto the 
holy fred that is put into them : asthe earth be- 
ing foftned and mingled with the dew, is the more 
eauly drawn up into thole varieties of herbs 
and f ruites that are fed by it. 

Sixthly, It is of a vegetating and quickning na- 
ture, it cauferh things to grow and revive againe ; 
therefore the Prophet cals it the dm of mrbet s 
Ef*y 1 9* which are thereby refrefhed^nd reco- 
ver life and beauty j even fo the word and fpirit 
of grace diftilling upon the foule , as (mall raine 
ufQn tender berk^ and asfhowres on the grajje y caufe 
it to live the life of God 5 and to bring forth 
the fruits of holinefle and obedience, Efay 5 5 . 
Jo, 11. Thofe parts of the world which are un- 
der either pcrpetuall froftspr perpetuall fcortch- 
ings^are barren and fruitlefie, the earth being clo- 
fedup, and the fap thereof dried away by fuch 
diftempers. Such is the condition of a foule un* 
der wrath, that hath no apprehenfions of God 
but in froft or fire s for who can Hand before hit cold ? 
ffai 147,17. Who can dwell with ever lading Imr* 
ningst £^33.14. Fears contra6teth and bindeth 
up the powers of the foule 5 it is the greateftm- 
difpofer of all other unto regular a&ion. Bat 
when the foule can apprehend God as love , fiode 
healing in his wings, and reviving in his ordinan- 
ces, this love is of an opening and expanfivc qua* 
lif y , calling forth the heart unto duty^ love within 

as 
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2s it were hasftening ta meet and clofe with love 
without^ the love of obedience io us, with the love 
of favour and grace in God. 1 fhut and bane my 
doore again ft an Enemy whom I feare, and look 
upon as armed to hurt me * y buc I open wide my ; 
dooreSj my bofome* unco a friend whom I love , 
and look upon as furnifhed with counfell, and 1 
comfort , and benefits to revive me. There is a 
kindc o^mutudll /^between dew a/ul the earth ^dew 
loves the earth with a love of beneftcence y doing 
it good j and earth loves dew with a love oiconcu- 
pifcewe^arne(tly dt firing it, and openingunto it. 
Such is the love between Chrift and the foule 
ivhenhee appeares as dew unto it. He vifites the 
foule with a love o/iwm^ reviving it,and the foule 
puts forth it felfe towards him in a love of duty 
earneftly coveting as well tojwws to enjoyhim* 
Laftly, \x is of a refrefliing and comforting na- 
ture a tempering the heat of rfaofe hotter Coun- 
tries, and fo caufing the face of things to flourifh 
with beauty and delight* SoGodpromifethto l^e 
unto his people in their troubles as a cloud of 
dew in the heat ofbarveft? Efay 18.4, The fpifitu- 
all joy and heavenly comfort which the peace and 
grace of God mimftreth to the confeiences of be- 
lievers, £0^15,13,5.1, ^7,4*4. 1 jP*t.u8 B is 
fa id to make the bones Jlourifb like an herb^ Efay 
66*1$* (As on the other fide a broken fpirit is 
faidto dry up thebones^Prov.iy^z.) Their foule*, 
faith the Prophet, fhall be as a watered garden ,t hey 
fhdB farrow no mwe* y I will turn their mourning into 
joy and will comfort them 7 2>t 3 • 

. By 
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By all which wee fhould learne, firft, as to bee 
fenfible of oar mm perfonall and fpiriruall 
drinefle,barreone{Fe 5 emptineffe of fruit and peace, 
hard hearts, wuhered confcienceS) guilty fpirirs , 
under our own particular finnes : So in regard 
of the whole Lndjio take notice of that Tern pe ft of 
wrath 3 which like an Eaft winde out of the wilder* 
nefle dryth up our fiprings , and fipoileth our trea* 
fares* as the Prophet complames, Bof, i^ m t%i6 m 
and ro be humbled into penitent refolurions, as 
the Church here is* If God, who was wont to be 
as dm to oar Nition, who made it heretofore 
like a Paradifie and a watered garden, be now as a 
Temperas a can fuming fire unto it, turning things 
up fide down , buiningup the Inhabitants of the 
Earth , caufing our land to mourn y and our to 
wither (as the Prophet fpeaks, Joel 1. 12) this is 
an evident fign that the Earth is defiled under the 
inhabitants thereof, Efay 34.4,5 . Therefore as our 
finnes have turned oar dew into blood, foour re- 
pentance muft turn our blood into dew againe. 
If ever wee look to have a happy peace y wee muft 
make it with Godi Men can give peace only to 
our fodies^ouT fields, our houfes 5 our purfes (nor 
that neither without his over-ruling power and 
providence, who alone manageth all thecounfels 
j and resolutions of men ) but hee alone can give 
peace to our confidences , by the affurance of his j 
love which u better then life. And if rbere (hould 
be peace in a Nation, made up onely by humane 
prudence and correfpondencies, without publike 
repentance, and through-Reformation in Church, 
in 
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in State, in Families, in Perfons, in judgement, in 
manners h it would be but like tbofe ftiort interims 
, between the Egyptian plagues, Exod* 8.1 5. 9,34. 
A refpting only, not a removing of our affli&i* 
on 5 like the fining of the Sunnc on Sadombe- 
fore the fire and kimfitsm fell upon it 7 
23,24. Wee all cry and call for Peace } pnd while 
any thing is left would gladly pay dear, very dear 
to recover it agame. But there is no fure and la- 
fling purchafe of it , but by unfained repentance 
and turning unto God j this is able to give peace 
in the mid ft of warre. In the mid ft of ftorm and 
tempeftChrift is fufficientfecurity tothetofled 
ftup, Matth* S.34, 27. This man is the peace even 
when the Afjyian u tnthe Land^Mic^^ Where- 
as impenitency, even when we have recovered an 
outward peacejeaves us ftill in the mid ft of mod 
potent Enemies, God, Chrift, Angels, Scripture, 
Creatures, Conference, Sinnes, Curfes , all our 
Enemies. The Apoftle tels us that watte 
agamft the foule f 1 Pet m 2*11* There is a ftrong 
emphafis in the word y foule^ which is more worth 
then all the world, nothing to bee taken in ex- 
change for it, MatihA6.z$* So long as we have 
our lufts unconquered , we arc under the woful- 
left warre in the world, which doth not fpoyle us 
of our blood, our money, our corne s our cattell,our 
houfes, our children, but of the falvation of Im- 
mortall foules, Time will repaire the ruines of 
other wanes, but etcruity it felfe will not deliver 
that poore foulc which is loft, and fallen in the 
warres of luft. 

Ddd There- 
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Therefore if you would have peace as a mercy 5 
get it from God y let it be a dew from heaven upon 
your converfion unto him. A Kings favour it faid 
to bee at dm on the grafj'e f Prov* 19,12. and as a 
cloud of the Utter raine y Prov*l £.15, And it would 
with all joy fulneffe be fo apprehended > if by that 
meanes the bleffing of peace were bellowed upon 
theft diftrefled Kingdoms, How much more com- 
fortable would it be to have it as a gift from God 
unto a repenting Nation? For God can give peace , 
in anger , as well as he doth warre. A fhip at Sea 
nuy be diflreflfed by a ca!me } as well as broken by a 
tempefl* The cattell which wee meane to killj wee 
do firft preferre unto fome fat pafture r And fome- 
titnes God gives over punifhing,Dot in mercy but 
in fury ; leaving men to goe on quietly in their 
own hearts lufts , that they who are fitthy miybt 
filthy fiiS , P/4/.81.12. Hof 4.14,17* Efay 1. 5. 
Ezek*2^*\ 3. God was exceeding angry with ffrael 
when hee gave them their hearts depr^znd feat 
them quailes y Numa 1.3a ,3 3 , Many men get their 
wills from Gods anger by murmuring, as others 
doe theirs from his mercy by prayer 5 but then 
there comes a Cmfe along with it Now there- 
fore when our own fword doth devour us.when our 
Land is through the wrath of the Lord cfhoaflsfo 
d ark ned y that the people thereof are asfue/Iofthe 
pre : no man fearing his hrotbe r y every man eating 
the ftp of his own arme ( it is the fad char aSer 
which the Prophet gives of a Civill warre y Efay 
9. i0 3 2o.) Letustake heed of Gods complaint, 
In value have I (mitten your children^ they receive 

_ no 
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no corrtBion 9 /er.a.jcu Let us make it ourbufi* 
neflfc co recover God - It is he that caufeth warm to 
ctafe in the earthy Pfal. 46, 10, And it is he who 
pcw^eth out upon men thtftrgngth of bmell^ndgivttb 
them over to the jpoylers, Efay 42.24,25. Afinfull 
Nation gaines nothing by any humane treaties , 
policies , counfels, contributions, till by repen- 
tance they fecure their intercftin God, and make 
him on their fide* God being prevailed with by 
Mofes inbehalfe of Ifrael after the honibleprovo- 
eation of the golden Calfe, fends a memge to 
thena, / will ^nA an Angtll before thee and will drive 
out the Cananhe \ And prefently it followes, when 
the f topic heard thefe evill tidings they mourned y 
Ex$d m 35. 2 5 334. What were thefe evill tidings? 
To have an Angel to proteft and lead them ? 
to have their Enemies vanquifhed ? to have pof- 
fefEon of a land flowing with milk and honey ? 
was there any thing lamentable in all this ? yes. 
To have all this and much more , and not to have \ 
God and his prefence, was heavie tidings unto ' 
Gods people. And therefore Mofet never gave 
God over, tilt he promifed them his own pre- 
fence againe, with which he chofc rather to ftay 
in a wiidernefle, then without it to goe into the 
land of Cmaan* tf thy preface goe not along % carry 
us nat ttpkence,Ex*d m i$ m i^i^ t i$ m 

Secondly, we fhould from hence learn, whate- 
ver our fpirimall wants are, to look up to heave* 
for a fupply of them. Neither gardens,nor woods, 
nor vineyards, nor fields, nor flowers, nor trees, 
nor cor n> nor fpices will flour tfh or revive with- 

Ddd % out 
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out the T>£w and concurrence of heavenly grace. 
Chrift alone is all in all unto his Church j though 
the infituments be twthly^ yet the vertuc which 
gives fuccefje unto them, comes from heaven, 

I .The beauty of the Lf///W ,or as theProphetDtfi^W 
cals it the beauty of holmeff'e arifeth from the Dew of 
the mornings PJaL He is the ornament, the 

atcire, the comelinefTe of his Spoufe. For his 
people to forget him, is for a mayd to forget her 
ornaments, or a fpoufe htrat$ire y ler. 2. 32. The 
perfe& beauty of the Church, is that comelinefie 
of his which he communicates unto her, Ezek.i 5. 
14* Of our felves we are wretched^miferable^poore^ 
naked* our gold^our riches, our white ray men t, we 
muft buy of kim f ReveL 3.18* He is the L ord our 
righteoufne ffe^hom therefore we are faid top ut on y 
Rom. 15.14, He hath made us Kings and Priefts 
unto our God, Rev^.io . 'and being fach, he hath 
provided beautiful! rakes for us, as once he appoin- 
ted for the Priefts , Exod m 28. 2. Revel. 
7.9 • This fpirhuaS beauty of holinefTe in Charts 
Church, is (bmetimes compared to the marriage 
ormmentt of a gtueen, Pfal 4 5 . 1 4 . ReveL 19*7*8, 
2 r. 2. Sometimes to the choke flowers of a garden^ 
Rofes and Lillies, Cant. 2. 1. a. Sometimes to a 
moft glorious and goodly Str 11 fit tire, R evel m 21*11, 
2 3 . Somtimcs to the fhining forth of the Moon, 
and the brightnefle of the Sunne, Cant. tf # ic. Re* 
vei. 1 2a * AH the united excellences of the crea- 
tures are too low to adumbrate and figure the 
glories of the Church. 
2 The root and ^ability of the Church is in and 

from 
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from him ; he is the root of David, Revel. 5,5. 
Except he d^ ell in us, we cannot be rooted nor 
grounded, Epb m \A-j* All our ftrength and foffici- 
ency is from htm, Epk*6*\o* 1 Pet.% 9 

to. The graft is fupporredby another rnor,ani 
not by its own. This is the reafonof the (lability 
of the Church, becaufe it is founded upon a Rock y 
Atmh % 1 6.1 8, not upon Peter %buc upon him whom 
Peter confejjedi upon the Apoftlesonely do3ri- 
naltyyhit upon Chrift perfonal!y t as the chief e car- 
tier (toftc^ekB dttdpretiouSy in whom who foe ver be - 
leeveth fhall not be confounded , or by failing in 
his confidence, be any wayes difappoinred and put 
tofhame, Eph 9 z,2o^zi m 1 Ptt.i % 6. This is the 
difference between b the righteoufneffe of Crestso/i 
and the righteoufneQe of Redemption^ the ft ate of the 
world in Adam y and the flare of the Church in 
Chrift* Adam had his righteoufnefle in his own 
keeping, and therefore when the power of Hell 
(etaponhtm^ he fell from his ftedfaftnefTe- there 
was no promife given unto him that the gates of 
Hell fhould not prevaile againfl him, being of 

Super fane Petram qxam tonfejfus ts y fitter ha>tc Petram qaam cognoviftt dicenS) Ttt « 
Cbrtfius films Dcivivi t itdtficaho Ectlefiam ncam* Dt vet bis Dom. S.rm, i$ m £htid eft 
(upt> Hana p(tYnm? Super Hanc fidetrt; Super id quod dittum c(i,Tu tscbrWus phm Del. 
f j a ct . 1 o , i n E p i i> 1 1 » loa n n . Felix ft del petra , Petri ore conftfi tt* ts Cb r 'tjl m fifths £ c \ 
Hilar, dc Trin. lib, i. Super banc coxfeffionis Petr&m Ecclef* .tdifiatio tfl. ]b, 
E*^i T» vtfpfrT<t7tti 7» visit T«tf QpoXoytduxbryfoft hi toc^vH^Keyno'd^Qorxm 

Fcrcncc *k6 Hart, cap i.divif.i.C^u^ub.cxcrcitar-^d Anna!* Hcchf.t5'.c3p.ii.& 13, 
Sixr.Scncnflib^. Annot.6i.tf9, * ifiam gratiam non habut homo pimm^qua nun* 
qttam velltt tffe maluv. fed fane ha'wit in qui fi per nan:re vellet mnqum maim cjfj—Sed 
de(ktH t y & defotus eft ~H*cprimaeft gratia qi<* data cfi prima Adam :Seibacpotenilor eft in 
ftttndj Adam.Tt 'tma fit y ut halxat Homo feftithm ft zelit : Mtmdi fit el\am utveia t &\ 
tantum vdtt^ tautaqtu ard^rt dilhat, utearm uohmtaum contraria conck[ ifecntem vduntate 
fpir'ttttsviticat >&c , hu%.dc cotrept.fif grat crrpttw&ii* 
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zn earthly confutation he had corruptibility > mu- 
tabiliry, infirmity belonging unto him out of the 
principles of his being* But Ghrift the fecond 
Adam is the Lord from Heaven, over whom death 
hath no claitne^nor power- and the righteouinefle 
and ftabilityof the Church is founded and hath 
its original! in him. The powers of darknefie muft 
be able to evacuate the vertue of his Sacrifice 3 
to flop Gods eares unto his tntercefs ion ^to repell 
and keep back the fupplies and influences of his 
fpifity to keep or recover pofieffion againft his 
ejeHmeni^ in one word to kill him againe, and to 
thrufthim away from the right hand of the Ma- 
jefty on high, before ever they can blow down or 
overturn his Church, As Pl&to compared a man^ 
fo may wee the Church, unto a tree inverted, 
with the root above and the branches below, And 
the root of this tree doth not only (erve to give 
life to the branches while they abide in it, but to 
hold them fa ft that none can be able to cut them 
off, loh, 1 0.2 8. 29* 

3 •The growth and fpreading abroad the branches 
of the Church, is from him whofe name is the 
hancb^Efig n,i- Zaeh^.t. Vnto him are all the 
ends of the Earth given for a pofftffion, and aUtht 
Kingdom** of the world are to bee the Lord s> and 
hisChrifts. In regard of hisjfr/? difpenfation to* 
wards ifrael^Gods firft borne, fo the Land of Ca- 
naan is peculiarly called Immanuds Land % Efay 
8.8. But in regard of his latter difpenfation, when 
he fent the rod of his ftrength out of sion, and 
went forth conquering and to conquer , and gave 

com- 
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commiffion to preach the Gofpel unto every 
creature 5 So the whole mot Id is now under the 
I Gofpel become Immmuels Land> and he is -K/tfg 
0/ 4# *J!/e ^rtfc 5 Pfal^-j^ Xing of Kings ,and Lord 
of Lords, RevAf* irf- Gentiles come in to the 
light of his Church , and Kings to the bright* 
nefle of her rifing y and the Nation and Kingdome 
that wtilmtferveherfballfterifJ^&t.Efay 0,3.1 2. 
Now every Countrey is Canaan^ and every Chri- 
ftian Church the ffratl of God> and every regene- 
rate perfon home in sion % and every fpiricuall wor- 
fhipper the Circumcifion ; now Chritt is crucified 
in Galatia y and a Pafleover eaten in Corinth y and 
Manna fed on in Pergamm^ and an Altar fet up 
in , and Gentiles Sacrificed, zndftones made 
children unto Abraham^ and Temples unto God, 
See ^,4. ai. Mai A ,u, Zeph.zAi* C?tf/.tf,i6. 
£^44,5. EJty 14, 1. Zdcb* 8,35. Rom. 2.29. 

Pbit.^ 9 CbL-.xu Gal'^t, I Cor m 
5.7,8, Revel a A J* Efay 19 a 9 -21,2 Rom m \^ m 
16. Lul\ 3.8. Eph.t.u. In Chrifts former dif* 
penfation the Church was only National} , amongft 
the /*#tf,but in his latter difpenfation^iT is Oecumeni- 
cal^ and univerfalljOver all the world ; a fpreading 
tree, under the fhadow of the branches where- 
of fhall dwell the foule of every wing> Ezek. 
17.23. 

^ The of the holy fpirit wherewith 

the Church is anoynted,are * from him. He is 
the Olive tree which emptieth the golden oyle out 
of himfelfe, ZachufM. Of bisfulneffewt all re* 
ceive gr*£* for grace } Job, ili0 m with the fame 
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[pint are we anoynted s animated by the fame life y 
regenerated to the fame nature , renewed unto the 
fame image , referved unto the fame inheritance > 
dignified in fomerefpedl with the fame Offices y 
nude Priefis to offer fpirituall Sacrifices , and 
Kings to fubdue fpirituall enemies, 2nd Prophets 
to receive teaching from God, and to ha ve 3 du- 
plicate of his Law written in our hearts, 2 Covr; 
Zi*loh m [4*19. 1 Cor. 15. 48349. Rom m $.ly m 
r ffM. 5. ReveLu 6. loh.g.tf, '^,31.33, 

5. The fweet perfume and fent or [me$o£ Le- 
lanon^ which arifethout of holy duties, the grace 
which drop pet h from the lips of his people, the 
fpirituall incenfe which arifeth out of their 
prayers , the frmt favour of the Gofpel which 
fpreadeth it felfe abroad in the miniftry of his 
word, and in the lives of his fervants , they have 
all their criginall in him, and from his heavenly 
dew. Of our felves 7 without him , as wee are al- 
together (linking and uncleane, P/4/.14. 3. ProvA^. 
5, fowedefileeveryholythingwhich we meddle 
with, Hag.2* 13, 14, Prou. 2B.0. E/Igr 1.11.15- 
info much that God is fa id, as it were, to ft op his 
nofc that be may not fine 11 them^Amos 5.2 1 •they are 
all of them as they come from us^gall and worm- 
»W,and fatter cluftets, Deut.z$ 9 i$. 31,35. But 
when the fpirit of chrifiblovf^th Uponu^and his 
grace is powred into our hearts and lips, then the 
(pices flow out, Caht.^. 1 6 . The-n prayer goes up 
like incenfe and faeet Odours , ReveL$ t %* then in- 
ftead of corrupt, rotten,contagious communicati- 
on, our difcourfes tend to edifying, and minifter 

grace 
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grace to the hearers,Ep/j, 4.1?. then the Savour 
of the knowledge of Chrift y manifefteth ic fclfe in the 
moutbes and lives of his fervants in every place 
where they come, 2 Cor^.r* . 

tf.Theftiadow and refreshment^ the refuge and 
the Iter of the Church againft ftorme and tern* 
peft , againft rainc and heat, againft all trouble and 
perfeeution* is from him alone. Heistheonely 
defence and covering that is over the Afftmblies 
and glory of Sion^ Efay 4.5. The name of the Lord 
is a ftrong Tower y unto which the righteous flye 
and are fefe, Prov.i8.lo. So the Lord prom ifeth 
when his people ftiould be exiles from his Tem- 
ple , and fcattered out of their own land, that hee 
would himfelfe bee a little San&aary unto them 
in the Countreys where they {houldcome, Ezek m 
u. i<f. He is a dwelling place unto his Church 
in all conditions , Pfaljo.u 91.1,2. a ftrength to 
the needy 1 a refuge from the ftorme^ ifhaddow from 
the heat^ an hiding place from the winder covert 
from the Tempefl 5 a Chamber wherein to retire 
when indignation is kindled, Efayi$.$ m 26,20. 
5 2,2 * Every Hifiory of Gods powers very Promt fe 
of his love, every Obfervation and experience of 
his providence , etery comfort in his word 1 , the 
knowledge which we have of his name byfakh y 
and the knowledge which we have of it by expe- j 
rience , are fo many arguments to tiuft in him , 
and fo many hiding places to flic onto him, a- 1 
gainft any trouble, what time lam affraid I will 
truft in thee y Pfal m $6*%* why art thou caft down O my 
fouleipil truff in God y p/rf/. 42, 5,11, He hath de- 

E ec livered 



Vt T>mo fa* 
nemo extrabi 

voiari, quia do - 
mws tuujfimum 
cUiqueRffugwitt 
atqut rcctpta* 
culum&e in jus 
vocmdo P, teg* 



Digitized by the Center fo* Adventist Research 



34 



The fifth Sertnm 



Uvtrtdjbc doth deliver % he vrill deliver f z Co r. i* i o. 
Many times the children of God are reduced to 
fuch extremities f that they have nothing to en- 
courage themfclves withill but their inter eft in 
him j nothing to flie unto for hope but his Great 
name made known unto them by faith in his pro- 
mifes, and by experience of his goodnefle, power 
and providence. This was Davids cafe at Ziklag^ 
i Sam* 30* tf. and Ifraels at the red Sea, Bm&tq.* 
10,13, and lonahs in the belly of the fifla, Ion t 2 w 
4,7. and Pauls in the fhipwrack , ^3.27*20,25. 
God is never fo much glorified by the faith of his 
fervants, as when they can holdup their truft in 
him aga inft fight % and fence j and when reafon faith 
thou art undone, for all helpe failes thee, can an- 
fwer in faith 3 I am not undone^ for he laid / m 8 
mverfa 'de the* nor forfait thee* 

7. The power which the Church hath to rife 
up above her preflures, to outgrow her troubles, to 
revive after lopping, and harrowing, to make ufe 
* Midkamn* I of 1 affli&ion as a meanes to flourifh agaioe, all 
this is from tuna. That in trouble we are not over- 
whelmed^ t can fay with the Apoftle,^* b dymg y 
and behold we live^ at chaHened and not iiUed y M 
forronfull y yet almyes rejoycing : as poore^yet making 
many rich : as having nothings and yet fwjj effing all 
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tbi»gu like the corne which dies and is quickned 
againe, like the vine that is lopped, and fpreads a- 
gaine 5 all this is from him who is the Refur- 
re&ion and the life, loh.\ 1 .2 5. who was that grain 
of wheat which dying, and being caft into the 
ground, did bring forth much fruit , loh.iJ.24* 
the branch which grew out of the rootes of lejje> 
when that goodly family was funk fo low as 
from David the King, unto lofeph the Car- 
penter, 

Laftly,as God is the Autfcour of all thefe blef- 
fings unto his people> fo when hebeftowes them 
he doth it in perfeBton^ the fruits which this dew 
producethj arc the fruits of Letamn^ht choyceft 
and moft excellent of any other. If bee plant a 
Vineyard* it fhall be in a very fruitful! hitl^ and 
with the cboyceft plants ^ Efay 5«i*i* a noble Vint , 
aright feed 7 Jer.a. 21. When in any kindeof 
ftraights tvee have recourfe to the Creature for 
fupply, either wee findeit like our Saviours figg- 
trety without fruit* or like our Prophets vine , 
as good as empty 3 the fruits thereof not worth 
the ga tbering , H&f 1 o« t * Grapes of ga 11 And bitter 
cluftcrs} full of vanity, windinefle, vexation, 
difappointment j friends faile either in their 
hve^ or in their popper 5 people cry Hofanna to 
day and Crucifige to morrow*Men of/or degre care 
vanity , and men of high degree a lie* Counfels 
clafhj or are puzzled with intricacies, and unhap- 
py ob ftacles, like the wheeles in Ezekieh Vifion, 
that feeme hampered in one another* Armies like 
Reuben, unftablc as waters f that flow now, and 
Eee 2 anon 
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anon ebbe,and finkcaway again.Treafures like the 
Mounuines out of which they were firtt digged , 
barren,and fruitleflc, better fuell to feed our jinne$ 7 
then water to quench our flames y matter of prey 
to the wicked, more then of help to the naifcrable. 
In one word,take any creature-belps in the world, 
and their will bee fortieth ing nay very much of 
defeft in them. All beings but Gods, is mixed 
with not-being \ and as every man,fo every creature 
elfe which is nothing but creature, is a Lier y like 
lots hook y or friends which he corapareth there- 
unto, that vanifheth into nothing when there is 
moftneed of it, job m 6,17,21* A Lier t either by 
way of perfidioufnejje , which promifeth and then 
deceives 5 or by way of impotent} , which under- 
taketh and then mifearries. But when ever God 
promifeth and undertaketh to bicfle any man or 
any people,he carrieth on his work to perfc&ionj 
his bleflings are all milk and honey, dew and fat- 
neffe, wine and oyle 3 the fruits of Lebanon, full 
of fweetnefle and maturity : He perfts that which 
he begins concerning his fervants, J*/i/.ig8.8 # 
ThiL 1 • <S* There doth not one thing faile of all the 
good he fpeaks concerning his pcoplejhey ail come 
to paffe and not onefaileth % lofbA 3 • t 4. The 'riches 
which are gotten by humane lofts and finfull refo- 
lotions, doe come along with many and piercing 
fcrrowes, 1 Tim 9 6.io. but when God blefleth a 
man with riches 5 he takes away all the foirow from 
it, Frw.io.12. The gifts of God are all of them 
like Hsmrks, very good, Gen. 1,3 1; and bring after 
a Sabbath^ refund peace into the foule with them. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Wc ftiould from hence learn to foevr 
forth the fruits of this heavenly de^ inthofefe- 
verall ex, reflions which the Prophet here ufetb 5 
drawn from the cocfidtration of a garden ^orreji, 
fruhfull fields heavenly Paradife, which is a fimi- 
litude frequently ufed by the holy fpirir, to note 
the beaut y 5 fweetneffe 5 fiuit, comfort, fticlrer, pro- 
tection, which the Church of Chrift affordeth to 
the members of it , Efay 55-1,2* 5 8 S 1 1 . Cant m 
4.n 3 itf. 6,2. as on the other fide the wicked are 
compared unto a dry defer t^ and barren wilder neffe f 
Efay i<.6j. 4r 3 t8- ler.i-j.*. For thefe things as 
they zreframifes in regard of *W 3 and fo matter of 
comfort, fo are they duties in regard of x^andfo 
matter of obedience, 

Firftj He promifethfihzthis people (hzllgr&was 
tb$ Lillie^which is the mo ft beaut if uIIq£ all flowers, 
Matk6 .2 8,* # .That they (hall btglorhufly chat bed 
like a Kings daughter^with the garments of praife, 
and the fpiric of holinefTe, Efay 51/3. fet forth 
by various metaphors of koidred mr& y zn& fine 
linnen y and fi^e 5 and ornaments, and bracelets and 
chaims , and jewels y and crownes^ Ezek. itf.^ij. 

And as it i$hi$promtfe f fo it ought to be our 
duty and endeavour to adorn the Gofpel of Chrift, 
to be in his garden as a Lilly find not as a Nettle or 
bramble j to walk as becometb godlineffe ; to let our ; 
light fbim before men, that they may be wonne 
to admire the amiablemffe of the^ords Taber- 
nacle, and glorifie God in the hou(E of their vi- 
fitation j to be as lights in the mid ft of a crooked 
generation, Phil, 2. 15, or as Lillies amengft 

briars. 
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Mars, Cant .2.2 ao make it appeare that Jpirituall 
wifcdorae caufeth the face tofhrnt^ Ecde[$*i. That 
holinefje is indeed a mod faautifull things which 
commendeth us to the eyes of God and Angels ; 
a robe worn by Chart the King of Saints, and by 
which wee are made like unto hitn who is the 
fairejf of ten thoufand and altogether lovely 5 wee 
fhould take heed of any thing whereby our holy 
proftffion may bee blemifhed, and the name of 
God defiled by our meanes : of fuch Levit%z% is 
inconfiftent with the Majefiy of holinefle % of 
fuch morofitygs is inconfiftent with the meekneffe 
of holinefle : of fuch dropping as is inconfillent 
with the joy of holinefle : of fuch ftiffenefle and 
fomeneffe as is inconfiftent with the lenity of ho- 
linefle. In one word, vre fhou!d labour by the in - 
nocency, parity, elegancy, fragraney^fruitfulneflci 
by the winning ingenuity, the mildc and humble 
condefcenfion, the prudent infinuation,the meek, 
quiet and gracefull managing of an holy Iife s to 
fhew forth the praifes of him that hath called us 7 
and to put to fdence the ignorance offoolifh rnen y 
who like Black-Moores difpife beauty, like dogs 
bark at the finning of the Moone 3 zndfpeak evtll 
of the things they know not. 

Second|y,He promifeth that his Church fliould 
cap forth her roots as Lebanon : Though (he fhould 
have the beauty of the Lilly y yet fhee fhould be 
freed from the infirmity of it ^ an aptnefie to fade 
andwither, beautifull to day, and to morrow caft 
into the Oven. But fhee fhould have (lability like 
the Cedar, which is one of the ftrongeft of trees * 
— and 
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and leaftfub/e& to put refa ft ion,and therefore the j 
Churchis compared to it, £^,17. 22,2 3. and the 
Temple is fa id to be built of it, \Kwg*6«i 5 itf.To 1 
fignifie the ftrength and duration of the Church , 
againft which the gates of Hell fhould not pre- 
vailed ( And we may by the way obferve, that moft 
of the things here mentioned by our Prophet, 
are alfo noted to have been in the Temple, or in 
the fervices thereof Liliies, 1 King.7.19 ,22,2^. 
Olive trees, 1 #^£.6^3, W 3- Spices for incenfe, 
Weat and Oyle for meat Otfrings^Wine for drink 
Offrings.) God furnirtieth his people with thefe 
ilefsings which may bee mo ft properly dedicated 
unto him.Teaehing us as often as we receive any 
gifts from God, presently to inquire what relation 
they have to his Temple ^ how his name may be 
honoured, how his Church miy be fcrved, ho* his 
Gofpel may be furthered, how his people nny be 
edified and comforted by them, ho*v all our en- 
joymens maybe divided as fpailes unto Chrift, 
The power of great men, Efay 60, 3- the (words 
of mighty men*i Sam.iS.ij. 25,28. Iudg.j*\%. 
thewifdome of learned men, z King*%*9**%* the 
cunning of Craftfmen % Exod 9 tl, ji><5. the 
wealth of rich men, Efay 2^^. Pfal m 
45. 12. Efay 60*6.9. 1 T*ib,6. 17,18, 10. Abraham 
gave of the fpoiles to MeUhifedec, and 
/jfn«/ofall their wealth to the Tabernacle, Exod. 
35,21. an i David and his people oF their Trea- 
sures to the Temple , 1 Chron. 29. 2. 

And as it is his promi/^Tbat the Church (hould 
thus take ro Q t y zKmg.i9^Q 9 Ier.\jt&. So wee 

fhould 
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ftiould account It o^r rf^, to be firme, ftable,con- 
fktiityumtfoveahk in the truth, and in the work of 
the LordUs mhoufe Built upon a rock. To (land fa ft 
and be tooted in the truth t that wee may hol t the 
profeflion thereof without waveringjaot being car- 
ried about with every m#de of deBrine, but know- 
ing whom and what we have believed, 1 Cor.i 6 . 
13* £^.4,14. foil.?, fft£, 1023. to fiandfaft 
and be in the Love of God, that we may be 
pengthmd with might in his fervicc, and may 
with purpofe of heart cleave unto him f being efta- 
bltfhed by his grace, Eph. 3. 17. tW*l.tr. HeB.ii* 
*8. 13,9. * In the CivillLaWjtill a tree hath taken 
root,it doth not belong to the foile on which it 
is planted. It is not enough to be in the Church, 
except like the Cedar of Lebanon , wee caft forth 
our roots^nd are fo planted that weflourijh in the 
Courts of our Cod y and Bring fruit in our old age^ 

Thirdly,He promifeth that the Church fhould 
(pread forth her branches, and fill the earth, and 
grow into a great compafle and extent,and fhould 
fend forth her hughes unto the Sea and her Branches 
unto the Rwer y PfSo*9^lo^i 1* f '4/7.2*35, That his 
Church fhould bee a umverfaU church over the 
whole world j that as the whole world in regard 
of finne lieth in mifchiefe, 1 So the 

whole world fhould have Chrift for its propi- 
tiation,through faith, 1 706.2*2, fotusinmdigno 
propter zizania % chrijiur propitiatio propter Tritu 
cum, Ey one fpirit m All are baptifcd into one 
Body , 1 Cor. f 2. 13, and that one Body made 

2P 
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up ol alt the churches of the Saints, i £0^14,3 3. 
even of Nations ^ kindreds^ people^ tongue* s Revel. ; 
7.9* no diflK. rence of perfons y nettber Creek nor tt» y 
1 neither Ctrcumctfion^norVntircurncifion^arbarian^ 
ScythUn y bond nor free: hut Chrift Attend in A // 5 
CoL 3 . 1 1 , no difference of p/^tf, All that in every 
place call upon the name of Lord Jefus both theirs 
and ours, 1 Cor. 1,2, no difference of Timet s 
Chrift yefierday } andto day 3 /ie fame for ever % 

And as this is his promife > fo we (hou Id en- 
deavour : 

1 . To grow our felves in knowledge and grace 9 
to let our profiting appears unto all men , to abound 
in the work of the Lord* to let om graces from the , 
fceart,likc liven from the middle of the lump,fpread 
abroad % and finde their way to all the parts and 
powers of foule and body, that the whole man may 
be fiBed with thefulnefj'e of God % andgraw up unto the 
we a fur e of the fiature of the fulnejfe of Chrifi y 
13.1 5,i <f. ^7,3.12,1 J* % Pet.^AS* He& m 6-i t 

2, To labour and endeavour the growth and 
progrefje of the G off el in others. This is the nature 
ofgractyto manifejl it felfe y and by that meanes to 
allure and gather others to its own quality. It is 
fet forth in Scripture by the names of light which 
{bines abroad, of oyntment and perfume which can- 
not be bid y of leaven^ and/*/* , which derive th its 
own nature and relltfh upon a whole lump.Tbere- 
fore the holy Gboft was given in Tongues^ fiery 
tongues , and a rufbing mnde f all which have a 
quality of (elfe-manifepati and notifying them- 

Fff felves 
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felvcs unto others. There is an excellent place 

to this purpofe in the Apoftle, Bp 5,1 6 m But 
[peaking the truth in love y may grow up into him m 
all things which is the Head^ even Chrift m From 
whom the whole Body ply \oyned together and com- 
patted by thai which every joynt fupplyeth^ according to 
the eff 'efluaS working in the meafute of every part^ 
maketh encreafe of the Body unto the edifying of it 
felfe in hve : Where the Apoftle fheweth the 
manner of fpirituall increafe in the myfticall Bo- 
dy of Chrift by the proportion of the growth of 
members in the natural! Body. 

And firft , there muft be a fellowfbip between the 
Head and Members y which in the myfticall Body 
is here twofold, •** <tiPop 3 and i£ S \ Growing into 
him % and receiving from him. Looking in this 
work of growth^ upon Chrift j firft, as the end of 
that growth unto which it drives j fecondly>as the 
fountaine from whence it proceeds. That by 
growing wee may have a more intimate and ftrong 
communion with him • by that vert ue which we 
receive from him. So here are two neceflarie rc- 
quifites unto this duty of endeavouring the en- 
creafe of the Bedyi to have Chrift for our end unto 
which wee work 3 and for our fountaine out of 
which we derive our ability of working. Every 
true member of Chrift is intent and vigilant upon 
the interefland honour of Chrifi y and it belongs un- 
to the honour of Ghrift to have a perfeU body* 
The Church is his fulneffe ; he efteemes himfelfe 
maimed and incomplete, ifthatfhouid be finally 
deficient in any thing rtquifite to the integral! 
- perfection 
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perfe&ion of it, and hence it is that every* true 
Chriftian puts forth the uttermoft of his en- 
deavours in his place to carry on the emreafe of 
his Matters Body; As every true-hearted Souldier 
that loves his Generall, is exceeding defirous and 
to his power endeavours that every Company and 
Regiment under his Generalls command may bee 
in all the offices and members of it eompleat. 
Againe, every member of Chrift being tin to him 
unmd } doth from him receive of his futoefle^w* 
\for grace , and fo worketh unto the fame ends as 
the head doth : And as the water which firft rifeth 
out of the fountaine 5 doth not ftand ftill there 
where it began, but goeth forward till it grow in- 
to a great Kiver ; fo thofe who are joyned unto 
Chrift as a Fountainc^doeby realbnofthat vita 11 
Communion which they have with the Fountain, 
canyon the growth of the whole Body j and the 
more vigorus the life of Chrift is in any part, the 
more a&ivcly doth that part work towards the e- 
dification of the whole* 

2. Here is further required a feilowfliip and 
mutual } t Communion of the members of the Body 
within andamongft themfclves: unto which is firft 
prefuppofed the Qtganhdl and harmonious Cm 
ftitutim and compa&are of the Body into one»out 
of which arifeth the forme and htauty y the fircngth 
and firmnefle, the order and fitnefle that is in it 
onto thofe works that ate proper to it , intimated 
in thofttwo words uujM^hoy^m s ztid^CiC^i^n 
fitly joywdtegitber dndcmpdSed* It is a metaphor 
drzwn [torn Carpmtirs and other Artificers, who 
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by feverall joynts do fo coaptatc and fir the parrs of 
their *ork unto one another, that being put toge- 
ther &fa ftned,there may one whole ftru&ure or bo- 
dy grow out of them j & in that body this accurate 
fitnefle & intimarencfle of the parts with one anoJ 
the r* prod uceth an excellent ftrength, a beautiful!' 
order, and a ready fervieeableneffe of each part to 
theother,& of all to the whole.So ferufalem is faid . 
to be a City compaBed within it felfe 5 P/i/. 121*3 .as 
the Ark (a Type of the Church) had the ribs and 
planks, and parts thereof fo clofely faftned intoj 
one another, that no water might get in rodrown 
it ; Ami in the Tabernacle all the Curtains thereof 
were to be coupled together into one another,E*W. 

Chrift is all for unitie, and joyning things 
into one, Two natum united in oneperfov , Wo par- 
tus reconciled by one Mediator^ two people con- 
corporared into one Charchpnc family, one father, 
one feed, ore head, one faith, one hope, one love, 
one worfhip,one body, one fpirit , one end and 
common falvation. Chrift is not ^ loves not, to be 
divided • This is a fundamental! requifite unto 
the growth of the Body , the prefervation of its 
unity M The building mtaft be fitly framed together 7 
if you would have it grow into an holy Temple to the 
Lord j Eph.2.21. Cd/«2.i9. when there was moft 
unity^ there msgreateft encreafe in the Church; 
when they were All of one accord t of one heart, and 
one foule* then the Lord added to the Church daily 
fuchas fhotdd he faved, They that 

cattfe divifions and dijj'enfiom 7 doe mt ferve our Lord 
te[u$i and therefore they cannot but hinder the 

progreffe 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



upon Hosea, €bap.\q< Tw/ 5,^,7, 



progreife of his G cupel, ffiwM £.17,18, As in the 
natur&U , fo in the myflicatt body, fofatio continui 
tendeth to the paining and grieving of ihat fpiric 
by which the Body lives , £^4.30,11. and by 
conference hinders the growth of it. Our 
growth is by the Apoftle diftributed into growth 
in kwwledge y znd growth in grace, 2 Pet^.ii. and 
divifiom in the Charch arc of themselves great 
hindcrances unto both thefe^fo knowledge^- 
caufe the raoft ufiiall breaches In the Church 
arife out of diverfities of opinion publikely afler- 
ted and infifted on by the authors and followers of 
them. And though accidentally, where truth is 
embracedj it is held with more care, and fearched 
into with more aecuratenefle, becaufe of the 
errors that oppofe it (as the fire is hotteft in the , 
coldeft weather ; ) yet corrupt doflrine being of 
tbenatureof a weed, or canker, to fpread,andeat 
further and further, itmuft needs confeqaently 
hinder the fpreading^ndinthat kinde,the growth 
of knowledge. Nor doth it lefie hinder the 
growth of grace ; for while the people of God are 
all of one heart and of one way, then ail their 
Communion ninnes into this one defigne of ma 
tually edifying, comforting, fupporting, en- 
couraging one another in their holy faith* but 
when they are divided and broken into fafiion by 
different judgements, if there be not a greater a- 
bundance ot humility, and fpirituallwifedome^e 
fpirit* of men runne out into heats and p^ fli n*, 
and into perverte difputes, and mectt* notional 1 
contentions,] which have ever been diminutions 

unto 
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unro the power of godlinefle, i Cor. 3. 4, 
When there are fcifmes in the body, the members 
mil not have care one of another 3 t Om^* j # 
Greatly therefore even for this one caufe are the 
fad and dangerous divifions of thefe times to be 
lamented,wben men make ufe of civ ill troubIes a to 
difturbe ,yea, to teare afunder the uniry of the 
Church, when they fet up as in the times of the 
Domtip f Altar againft Altar, and Church 
againft Church, and make feceffions from the 
common body, and then one from another, to 
the infinite content and advantage of the com- 
mon Enemies of our Religion, and hazard of ir. 
1 1 were a blcfled thing if wee were in a condition 
capable of the Apoftles exhortation , To fptake 
all the fame things to be perfectly joyned in the fame 
minde and in the [ame judgement y to be of one minde^ 
and to live in peaces Cor. mo. % Cor. i3.11.But if 
that cannot be attained unto, let us yet all learn the 
Apoftles other kflbn , wherein we are otherwise 
minded^to depend upon God for revealing his will 
unto us, and whereunto we have attained to walk by 
tie fame rule, to minde the fame thing , to remem- 
ber that every difference in opinion doth not, 
ought not to diflipate or diflolve the unity of 
Gods Church. Even in Cerinth where the people 
were divided into feverall parties yet they conti- 
nued onecburch y l Cor. it, 18. 

The body thus conftituted, and compared for 
the increafe thereof, 

U Here are members federally diftimft from one 
another 5 fome principal!, others miniftcriall> all 

COn- 
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concurring differently unto ferviee of the whole. 
If the heart (hould bee in the head, or the liver 
in rhe (boulder, if there {hould be any unnatural! 
di floe at ion of the vital L or nutritive parts , the bo* 
dy could not grow, but periftn The way for the 
Church to profper & flourilli, is for every member 
to keep in his o*n rank &: order, to re member his 
own meafure a to a# in his own fpbere, to nunage 
his particular condition and relations with fpiri- 
tuall wHedome and humility j the eye to doe 
the work of an eye, the band of an hand. Say not 
sas A bfol osf , if l wwe a ludge^lmulddo Iupce^zSam. 
1 5. 4* But confider what ftate God hath fee thee in, 
and in that walk with God 5 & adorn the profeflion 
of the Gofpel, Rom*i 2.3. 1 Cor.ii.S* n. 2^30* 
3 Cor* 1 o.i^i^Eph, 4. 7*Rememberrizi4fe 1 ic wgs 
a good work he did> but becaufe he did it out of or- 
der having no call, God [mate him for bi$ error f 
2 Sam, £.6, 7. There are excellent works which 
being done without a Call of God, doe not cdiffe 
but difturbe the body, RomAo* 1 5 . Htb^^ . every 
man muft walk in the Church as God hath di* 
ftributed and called , and every man muft in the 
calling wherein he was called^ abide with God , 1 Cor. 
7.17, 20,24. 

a. Here are jaynts and ligaments fo faftnintx 
thefe members together that each one may be fe* 
viceable to the inereafe of the whole, 1 c ol m z m i$ m 
There are hnds which joyne the body to the head z 
without which it can neither grow nor Iive,namc- 
ly > the sprit ofchrifa and faith in him , 1 Cor m $ . 
17, flo^.S^.E^*^. and there are Bands which 
joyne 
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joyne the farts of the Body unto one another ^ as 
namely, the fame holy S pint , i Cor. 12.13. which 
Spirit: of grace ftirreth up every member to feck 
the growth and benefit of the whole , t Cor.it. 
% .16* The fame finccre love and truth which 
each member beareth unto all the reft, this is cal- 
led a bond of perfeRnefs y CoK }.I4. and the bond of 
peace y Epb.q m $ Mow love is a mo ft communion tive 
grace, it will plants and water > and feed, and fpend it 
felfe for the good of the whole* it will deny it fdfe 
to lerve the body ( as Chrift did,) Gal.$ m t 3. 

3. Here is a meafure belonging unto every part^ 
fome are in one office pthtTs in another, fbme have 
one£*/f,others another, and all this for tkeperfe- 
Bing of the Smnts^ Efh* 4.11,11. 1 Cor. 12,4, r u 
one is able to Teach, anotherto Comfort,a third 
to Convince 3 a forth to Exhort, a fifth to Coun- 
cil , and everyone of thefe are to be'dire&ed un- 
to the edification and growth of the whole, Rom m 
12.3,8. Eph t ^ w y % The Apoftle faith , that we are 
fellow Citizens with the $ai#t$iEph m 2 % i9* Now as 
amongft: fellow Citizens there ufethto bean in- 
tercourfeof mutadlnegotrntion^on^ man hath one 
Commodity,and another another , and thefe they 
ufually bartar wit hall ; fo amongft the Saints one 
man is eminent in one grace, another in another s 
and according to their mutuall indigencies or abi- 
lities , they doe interchangeably minifter to one 
another towards the growth of the whole. And 
this is that which is here further requifite to the 
encreafe of the Body, called 

4. tf&^zp^Thcfapplj offervue and the fupply 

of 
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of nourishment which one part affords unto ano- ! 
ther, and fo to the whole. This is principally 
[torn the Bead to the members [ callei by the A- 
poftlCiThe {apply of the Spirit oflefusCbrifi^Phi'L 
u 19, Of whofe fulncffe wee receive grace for 
grace^ lob, 1, 16. into whofe image we are tranf- 
formed from glory to glory y z Cor m ^.\% m but it is 
proportionally between the members amongft them- 
felves j for as feverall particular ingredients make 
up one cordial), and feverall inftrurnents cone or re 
to the perfe&ing of one wo?**^*, or confum- 
mate work, and the beauty of every thing arifeth 
out of the variety , and order, and mutual 1 fer- 
viceabieneffe that the parts thereof have unto one 
another : So is it in the church too , which Chrift 
hath fo tempered together, that they might all 
ftand mutually in need of one another. Therefore 
we finde the Saints in Scripture communicating to 
one another their experiences, temptations, deii- 
verancesjcomforts, for their mutual! edification, 
Pp/,34.i ) £ # /06.x, 4 1,4 5. 1 0^,4,29. 1 CorA.fy 
6. -Pib/7.ia2,i3^4-Cc/.2j > 3 # And Gods dealings 
with Saints in particular are therefore regiftredin 
the Scripture, both that wee might learn that way 
of building up one another, and that by their ex- 
amples we might fupport our faith > and through 
patience and experience of the Scripture have 
hope, becaufe what hath been done unto one 
is in the like condition applicable unto every 
other, lam. 5. ig, 1 1 3 17. Rom. 1 5.4, 1 Cor. ic,tf. 
Htb. 13,5. 

5. After all this there is bifjMj an effeBvall 
Gg ^ worki ng 
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mrking^ zvis <&dvw t or a vis **yV*J,a faculty to 
fomne>and to conco&the matter ^ which hath 
been fubroiniftred 3 unto life and nourifhment: 
which is the work of faith and of the fair it of 
Chrift i whereby the foule of a Believer, being 
fenfible of want ? defirous of fupply, and prefSng 
forward uoto perfection, doth frreetly clofe with 
whatfoever the mcafure of any other patt hath 
commuoicated unto it, converting it into growth 
and nourifhment to it felfe, which the A- 
poftle calls the mixing of the word with faith ^ 
Now 

Fourthly, He promifetbjthat the beauty of his 
Church ftiallbe as the Olivetree$M as (he ftiould 
have the glory of the Liffyjche ftrength and ex ten- 
don of the cedar s Co this fpreading ftiould not be 
a vaine oftentation, but fhould have joyned 
with it the flouriftiing and fruitful neffe of the O- 
live : Now the honour of the Olive tree {kmdtth 
in two thingsj PerpetuaB greenejfc ^nd moft profit a- 
hl§ fruit y which ferveth both for light to caufe 
the Lamptoburne, Ex0d.ty.2o. and for nourifh- 
ment to beeateaj LmXtf.iy^itfantheonerefpeft 
it is an embltme af peace $ it maketh the face (hine, 
PfaL 104.15* and in the other it is znemblme of 
grace > and fpirituall gifts, iM.**ao. Thefeare 
the two moft excellent benefits which God pro- 
mifethunto his people . He mil fpeake peace unto 
them, Pfah 8 5 ,8* Efay jia 7, and he will give them 
grace and glory ,1^84.11. 

And as be promifith 3 fo fhould wtpraffice thefc 
things, and iearne to beautifie the Gofpel of 
Chrift, 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



upn Hose As Ch&p* 14* Verfa^fi* 



5* 



Chrift , firft, with our good woris % as the fruits of 
his ^jw^M.is.S. fecondly , with our fpirituaS 
joy and comfort^ as the fruits of hisp««s ThatO- 
theis feeing the light and ftuning forth of a 
fercDCjCalm, and peaceable confeience in our con- 
vention, may thereby be brought in love with the 
wayes of God* Thefe two doe mutually cheriih 
and encreafe one another m The more confeience 
we make of fruitfuk?JJe y the more way doe wee 
mike for peace • when the watersof left are funk, 
the Dove will quickly bring an Olive braneh in : 
and the more the peace of God rules in the heart > 
the more will it ftrengrhen the confeience and 
care of obedience^omof :hcfe confident ions , fir ft, 
out of thankfalnefle for fo great a blefling : fe- 
condly, out of feare to forfeit it ; thirdly, out of 
wifdome to improve and encreafe it. 

Fifthly, He promifeth that his Church fhall be 
as the fmeti of Lebanon^ and that the fent of it {hall 
be as the mm of Lebanon^ as elfe where wc fiode 
her compared to a garden of [pices am ,^,i2 } %^ 
ftiee fhall be filled with the [meet favour of the 
Gofpcl of Chrift, Thanks be unto God y (faith the 
Apoftle) which almayes camfeth us to triumph in 
ebrifi y andmakcihmanifeft the favour of his know- 
ledge by us in every place , for we are unto God a 
pees favour of chrift y zCor m 2A^l^. where there 
are two Metaphors, one of a fweet oyntment , the 
other of a triumph. The Nameot Chrift is com- 
pared to an ointmint^Cant*!^ and preaching of 
the Gofpel, which is making manifeft the favor 
of this oyntment, is called the hating efChrifts 
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Name j .15. Now 3 this fweet favor is annexed 
unto a TriumphaH folemnity, becaufe in all times 
of publike joy they were wont to anoynt them* 
ft Ives with fweet oyle, which is therefore called 
oleum Utitt£)i\]Q oyle of gladnefle, ^/*/.45.7 3 8. 
Efay Ji.3. (For in times of mourning they did 
abftaine from Tweet oyntments, 2 £4*0.14,2. 0aM** 
io*2> 3 0 The Gofpel therefore being a meffage of 
joy, L#£.2.iO. a leiding of captivity captive 3 
and the meanes whereby Chrift ridetb forth glo- 
rioufly conquering and to conquer fl PfaL 45 . 3, 4, 
Pf&hi\ o.2,^ew/.6.2. therefore they who brought 
thefegood tydingsare faidtobeas a fweet favour^ 
whofe lips dtop fweet fmelting myrrbe y Cant^ % i^ 9 
and whofe Do&rine is compared to the powders 
of the Merchant j Cant. 3. & m ; and the time of 
the Gofpel is called an accepted time y a. day of 
falvation* 2 Cor m 6.2. that is, a time of Angu- 
lar joy and folemnity, a continual! Eafter 9 or 
j feftivall, 1 Cor. 5,7.8 . and herewithall he promi- 
feth likewife , That his people fhould offer up 
fprituall incenfe and fervices unto him in prayers a 
thankfgivings 3 almes and good workes , Ezek. 
20*41* 

And as he promi(etb>fo we fhould praBice thefe 
thingsjour care fliould be to let our lips and lives 
breathe forth nothing but grace and edification 3 
Col 4,6. To bee frequent in the fpirituaS Sacri- 
fices of prayer a thankfgiving and good works, 
which may bee as an odor of a . fweet favor in the 
noftrilsof God|P£f/.4.i8 # £n/f/.8.4, To labour 
to leave behind us zgood name- y not out of vaine- 

£k>rv 
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glory, or an empty ambitious affcftation of ho- 
nour, but out of theconfcience of an holy life , 
which makes the name fmeil ktter then [met' 
ointment i Ectlef^A. 

Sixthly* He ptomifeth : That they who dwell un- 
der his %ndw fhallreturne ; Which words admit 
of a double fenfc,and foinferrea double promifc 
and a double duty t firft 5 wee may by an Hyjleron 
Prottron under ftand the words thus, when I [rati 
have repented and are brought home to God again* 
they fball then have fect$rity y defence, proteftion^, 
refrefhment under the comforts of his grace againft 
all the violence of temptation as a fpreading tree 
doth afford a fweot (hade unto the weary Travel- 
lour j and (belter him from the injuries of the 
heat j ft* 7-1. Efay qj m Mich^ t ^ m Zacb^io, 
Whereby is fignified the fecure, quiet, and 
comfortable condition of Gods people un- 
der the protection of his providence and pro- 
miles. 

And as bee promifeth fuch a condition 3 fo 
fbould we in all troubles not truft in an arms of 
fiefh y or betake our felves tomeere humane wifc- 
dome 3 and carnaltcounlels, which aretoothinne 
(belters againft Godsdifpleafure>orthe Eoimies 
1 of the Church : But wee muftflie unto him to 
hide us, we mu(t finde fpirituall refreftimenc in 
his ordinancesspromifes and providence, get his 
wing to cover us, and his pre fence to be a little 
fmBmry unto us,andtfae joy of the Lord to h oar 
frength * PpiL 57-2- PfaL 91,1, Efay 26-20* 
JVehem^ao. When the Lordcomethoutof his 
place 
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place to puntfh the inhabitants of the land for 
their iniquity j when flood^and fire s ftorme and 
tempeft s the fury of anger > the ftrengthof bat- 
tell > are powred out upon a people i when a de- 
ftroying Angell is fent abroad with a Commiffi- 
on to kill and fliy, Ezek$*% 6* when death rhe 
King of Tmcar^rideth up and down in triumph > 
ftripping men of treafuretj lands, friend$ 3 honours^ 
pleafures 5 making them an houfe in darknefs,where 
Mafter and Servant, Princes andPrifoners arc all 
alike : to have then an Arke with Noah y zZoar with 
Loty a Gojben in Egypt t to have one arme of this 
Olive tree fpreadover us, to have one promife out 
of Gods word , one fenrence from the mouth 
of Chrift promifing Paradife unto us, is infinite- 
ly of more value to a languifhing fpirit, then all 
the Diadems of the earth, or the peculiar treafure 
of Prrnces. 

a. If we take the words in the order as they lie* 
Then the mercy here promifed is that when God 
fliaJl reftorc and repaire his Church , they who 
dwell under the comforts of ic,ftiould return and 
be converted to the knowledge &obedience which 
fhouid be there taught them : when the Branch of 
the Lord is beautifull and glorious 3 and the fruit 
of the earth excellent and comely ? then he that re- 
ma ineth in lertifakm fhaB&e called holy^ Efay 4.^3. 
then every veffell in ludah and Ierufalem fliall bee 
inferibed, holinejje unto the Lord^ Zach+j 4^0,2 1 > 
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And this (hould bee the endeavour of every 
one who liveth under the (bade of this tree y under j 
the furity of Gods Ordinance* , under the pious 
government, and conftitution of fuch a Church ,or 
family as ifi here defcribed ( efpecially in fuch 
times when on the one fide the world is fo much 
Joofned! and eft ranged from us , and on the oiher 
fide Reformation in the Church is fo much deft- 
'red) to convert and turn unto the Lord. All endea- 
vours of Reformation m a Church are miferably 
defeftive, when they come (hort of this end 
(which is the ultimate reafon of th email) namely, 
the repentance,and converfionof thofe that dwell 
under the {hadow of it. When God promifeth to 1 
give unto his Church the g lory of Lebanon^ and the 
excellency of C#rmtl and Shsron, the confequence 
of this beauty and Reformation in the Church is , 
The eyes of the blinde fbdll be opened^ the earn of the 
deafe fball be unftofped 7 the l&mefhall leap, the dumb 
fhallfing, the jMrcked ground fbali ie a poole y the 
thirfty landfpringt of water s Efay tfatf+Tfowoolfe^ 
the Leopard 1 the Lton y theSeare^ihe j4fpe % the Cocs-, 
trice , fhall be fo turned from the fiercenefle and 
malignity of their natures^thar tbey fhallnot hurt 
nor defiroy in $11 the holy Mountain^ but a little child 
fbdll lead them all^Efay 11.6,9. It is a great happi- 
oefle and advantage to live under thefhade of a 
godly govermenti many men have reafon to blefle 
God all their dayes that they were in their child- 
hood trained up in fuch a Schoole where Piety was ' 
taught them as well as Learning, where they had 
meanes as well of Converfion as of Inftitutionj 

That 1 
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That they lived in fuch a Family where the Matter 
Of it was of lofhaahs minde, / and myhostft will 
ferve the Lord 3 Jofh, 24. 15. Salvation comes to a 
whole houfe when the Governoar thereof is con- 
verted,£«M 9.?. A&.i6 9 % 5,34. 1 fhall never look 
upon a Church as Reformed to purpofe, till I finde 
Reformation work converfwn 3 till piety and chari- 
ty, and juftice 5 and mercy^nd truth, and humility, 
and gentleneffe,and goodnefle, and kindnefle,and 
mcekncfle 5 andfinglene{re of heart, and zeale for 
godlinefle, and mutual! edification, and the life 
and power of Religion are more confpicuous, then 
before. When the very he&d-flone was brought 
forth, and the la ft work in the building of the 
Temple was Hnifhed, yet the people muft then 
Cry, grace t grace unto it , Zach* 4.7. intimtting 
that Reformation is never indeed confummate till 
the bkftng of G od make it effe&uali unto thofe 
ufes for which it was by him appointed. Church- 
Reformation fhould be like Pauls Epiftlcs which 
alwayes clofe in duties of obedience. 

Sevcnthly 5 he promifeth, That they fhall revive 
at the corne^ and grow as the vim 10 which two 
CTCpreffions are fet forth two excellent and whol- 
fome confequents of AffiiBion, i. The Come^ 
though it die firft, and fuffer much from froft s 
baile, foow, tempeft, yet when the Spring comes, 
it revives and breaks through it all - y fo God pro- 
mifeth to his Church in the faddeft condition, a 
Reviving againe , and that it fhall be brought 
forth into the Light y Ezek. 37-12. Mic % 7, p. 
2, The Fine when it is pruned and lopped , will 

not 
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not only Revive and fpread againe 3 but will bring 
forth the more fruit, and caft forth the more fra- 
grant fmell : fo God promifeth unto his people 
not only a reviving out of their affli&iofts ( in 
which refpcft haply it was that Chrift was bu- 
ried in a Garden , to note that death it feJfe doth 
not deftroy our bodies, but onely ji* them 5 the 
&ew of Herbs will revive them againe, 1 CV.15.42, 
44.) but further a profiting by affU&ions , that we 
may fay wfth David^ it ms good for my when wee 
finde it bring fonh the peaceable fruits of Righteouf 
ntfft after we have been exerciftd therein. 

And as he promifeth thcfe things, fo we fhouid 
learn to turn thefe promifes into prayer and into 
practice 3 . when we feem in our own eyes caft out 
of Gods fight , yet we muft not caft him out of fctjkkmfkggU 
our fight, but as /ojw&inthe Whales belly, and \ 
as Daniel in Bafylon , pray towards his holy Tern* ! ^Oha 
pie ftill. The b woman of Canaan would not bee j arum 
: thruftof with a feeming rejection, nor utterly dc- 1 £xira mmm 
fpond under a grievous I entation^but by a Angular 
acumen and fpirituall fagacitie difcerned matter of 
argument in that which looked like a demaU t Matk* 
15 .27. Sopcand Fullers Earth at the firft putting 
on,feeme to ftaine and to foule cloaths, when the 
ufe and end is to purifiethetn. And Gods frowns 
and delayes may fecme to be denials of prayer, 
when haply his end is to make the framing of qu km fm 

*p f *Jhit feca* 

t*m dt fama *tan\t&tm y dt memma Xtfarreft'onwH Pyttet ipfe nonqutritHr^ doftrt fenm 
corona, prem.t valdcr4 s f&lm&fM&iMmQbfcurttxpu&vtftmiirMm eftqaam trfuri 
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them the more comforrable. Therefore in all 
, troubles we muft not give over looking rowards 
God j but fay with Iob y though he -flay mej will tvuft 
in him. 

And after all afflfB ions wt muft learn to exprefle 
the fruit of tbem 5 to come out of them Refined^ as 
i filvcr out of the fire 5 to have thereby our faith 
firengthned, our hope confirmed, our love infla- 
med, our fruit and obedience encreafed, our finne 
taken away and our iniquities purged, Efay 27.9. 
To bee Charmed and taught % PfaLB/^i* , to bee 
chaft&ed and converted^ ler. 31,1 8* If we have runne 
away from our duties, and been caft into a 
Whal s belly for Ir, when we are delivered, let 
us be fure to look better to our tefolutions after- 
wards ; after all that is come upon us for our (i fines y 
take heed of breaking his Commandements againe y 
Ezra 9.13,14. As loh riches after his , (b wee 
fhould endeavour that our graces after our af- 
ft\&ion% any bz doubled upon us^znd that the fent 
of our holy example , may like fpices bruifed , or 
the grapes of Lebanon crafted in the Wine-Prefle, 
give a more fragrant frnell in the noftrils of God 
and man, as the fmeli of a Held which the Lord 
hath blefjedl 

Laftly, He promifeththat all thefe ftiould be 
fruits of Lebanon^ of tbebeftand perfeaeftkinde.i 
There are many evidences of the goodnefle of 
God even in the lives of Pagan men 5 we readc' 
of Abimekchs forbearance to finne againfl God J 
and of his and Ef brans lingular kind-'; 
nefleto ^^w s <?m.zo ( i4,i5.ff«.2 3»io l ii s i5J 
^ No; 
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No argument more common then this of the ver- 
ues, the temperance 5 prudence, juftice, mercy 3 
acicoce, fidelity, friend fhips, a ffibility, msgnant- 
inity of many heathen men : inforauch that fome 
have prcfumed fo farre as to make them ex con- 
grao * meritorious ^ or difpofitive to falvation. 
But all thefe are but mid graps> bitter clutters, the 
fruits of an empty Vine, not worth the gathering 
in order to falvation : But the graces which God 
beftoweth upon his Cburcb^are oiamonfpirituaU 
and perfeft nature, proceeding from faith in 
Chrift, from/o^ff of God, from a conscience ckm» 
fed from dead works y from an intention to glortfie 
God, and adorne the Gofpel, from a new nature y 
and from the fpirit of Chrift, conforming his fer- 
vants unto himfelfe.They are not grapes of Sodam^ 
but grapes of Lebanon. 

And as hee thus blcfleth us, in the like manner 
fhould we fervehim not offer unto him the re- 
iuk^thchal^dndblind^andmaimed^ for Sacrifice y 
not give unto him of that which cofi us nothings 
but goe to Lebanon for all our Sacrifices y covet 
eanefilyihe beft gifts ^ prefle forward and labour to 
perfeB hlineffe in the feare of God. Give unto 
him our Lilltes^ the beauties of our minority > and 
cm Cedars 9 the ftrength of our yomh j and our 
olives y and g r ^p es 3 and corn , and wine % whatever 
gifts hee hath beftowed on us, ufe them unto his 
fervice and honour againe j not content our felves 
with the forme ofgodlinejje f with the momtity of 
vcrtues.wirh the om fide of duties,with the feeds and 
beginnings of hoUncfle, (he hath none, who thinks 

Hhh 2 he 
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bee hath enough ) but ftrivewho fliall out*rtmn$ 
one another unto Chrift,as Paergnd Tehft did 
towards his Sepulcher s it was an high pirch which 
Mofes aimed at^ when he faid, I hftechthte fbtt* 
me thy glary^ Exod m % 5.18. Nothing would farisfie 
him butfuinefie and fatiety it felfe. Before that 
all your graces come from^/a*, and from Leh- 
#0*,that they grow in Immmmlt Lmd^ till Chrift 
own them , God will not accept them. Moral! 
vertues> and outward duties, grapes of Sodom, may 
commend us unto men ; nothing but inward, fpj- 
rituall, and rooted graces, the grapes oiLtbanm , 
will commend us unto God.Todoe only the out- 
ward works of duty without the inward principle, 
i* at beft but to make our felves like thofemixt 
Beafts, Elephants and Camels in the 1 Civill Law 
optram fraftant, naturaftrae^nhich though they 
doe the work of tame hearts , yet have the nature 
ofwildeones. b Moiall vertue without: fpiritu- 
all piety doth not commend any man unto God : 
for we are not acccepted unto him, but in Chrift^ 
and wee are not in Chrift but by the holy Spirit, ' 

tap.u de Trixtib. 14 tap.i.de n<p.& cencupif/ib . ctntrjuMju YtlagM +c 1 
AdSmfti&snlthl.q**; contra uBp Ptlag tih.i cap^Me fidt & optrib^c^j, Epi^^. 
107 t uafffl^«c«lr*(oM*rf t i^^ * 5 
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SIXTH SERMON 




Ho s e a Chap.i4.verX 

8, Zfhraim fhallfsy , a?^r have 1 to doe my more 
with idols? I have heard him , and observed him y 
lam like a green prretree , from me is thy fruit 
found* 

He Converfion oflfraet unto God in 
their trouble^was accompanied with 
a Pet it to* and a Covenant* A Petition 
imploring naercy and grace from 
God , and a Covenant promifing 
thank fg iv fugs and obedience unto him » And G od 
is pleafed in his Jnfmer to have a diflinS refpeB un- 
to both rhefej ftr whereas they petition firftfcr 
pardon^ that God would takeaway all iniquity 9 he 
promifeth to beale their b*€kflidmg$ and to love them 
freely $ and whereas they pray for hlef$mgs , re- 
ceive us intofivour, doe us good , God likewife 
maketh fromifes of that in g^eat variety^ exprefled 
by the leverall metaphors of fertility, anfwering 

to 
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to the name and bk flings promifed formely unto 
Ephraim* And all this we have handled out of the 
f oure preceding verfes. 

Now iathis 8th verfe^God is plea fed not only 
gracioufly to accept, but further to put to his 
feale, and to confirme the Covenant which they 
make,promifing that by the alftftance of his fpirit 
they ftiouid be enabled to doe what they had un- 
dertaken* This is the greateft ground of confi- 
dence that wee can have to binde our felves in ho- 
ly Covenants unto God 7 even the promife of his 
ftrength and afliftance enabling us to keep Co- 
venant with him. Therefore when B avid h&d fa id, 
| h&ve fmme and willptrforme it y that I will keepe 
thy righteous Judgements^ It followes a little after, 
| Accept I befeech thee the free-will offerings o f my 
mouth O Lord^ and teach me thy judgements , Pfat 9 
up. io£,io8. David was confident that God 
wou T d not oriely accept his Covenant, but teach 
him how to keep it* and that made him the 
more confident to binde himfelfe by it. 

In the Originally the words are only thus, 
Epbraim s what have J to doe any more with Idols I 
which therefore fame would have to be the words 
of God fpoken unto Ephraim, But there is no- 
thing more ufuall in Scripture then an eSipfn of the, 
verb$ and we finde this very verb omitted , and yet 
neccflary to be fvpp\yed 7 Efay 5 ,9, and in this place 
the cJWafeeparaphraft, and from himthebeft in. 
terpreters,vvith our Tranfhtors* havefupplyed it 
thm^EphraimfbaS fay : and fo it is Gods confirma- 
tion of the promife which penitent Ephraimhzd \ 

made> 
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made, and bis undertaking for him ^ that he 
(hould indeed be enabled to pcrforme his Cove- 
nant. 

what have / to doe any more with Idols £] It is In* 
terrogatio cum Indignaione y an Interrogation not 
onefy importing a negative^ I mil not any more 
have to doe with them , but alfo a vehement ik* 
legation of them, and indignation again ft them , 
as that of David to Akifh&i , z Sam>i6.\o. and 
that ofElifha to Iehoram, a tfeg. 3. 13. and that of 
the DevillroChrift^^.S.ip. 

I^o/f . ] The Originall word fignifieth 
like wife farrows and griefe of minde 3 a fit word to 
exprefie their finne and repentance. What have 
we to doe wuh thefe Idols and forrows any more ? 
They can produce no good , they can he are no 
prayers, they can work no deliverance, they can 
bring nothing but evill and anguifh to us, and 
Therefore we wilt not follow or feekumo them 
any more. Here then is a folemne det citation as 
of all their other finnes , fo of that efpecially 
which had moftdifhoooured God, raoft wounded 
their own continences , and procured mo'* for- 
row unto themfelves, with Gods confirmati- 
on of it. 

Then next, follow feverall promifes of fpeciall 
mere ies : 1 .0 (hearing and anfmring the ir prayers 1 
[have beardot anfwered him, or as others render 
ir, Iwillheare him, 2 , Of father lj care and provi- 
dence over them. I have obfervedhim^ox fixed mine 
eyes upon him* I have ftri&ly confidered hh 
condition, that I might proportion my mercies 

tbcrunro. 
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thereunto. It is a fymbole, firft,ofw£i/**f care 
and mo ft intent and follicitous infpe&ion and 
providence, the eye of the Lord is upon them that 
ft are him , upon them that hofe in his mercy y to deli- 
ver their joule from death , and to keep them dive in 
famine, ffal. 33. ft^ff , Second ly, of direction and 1 
counfell , / will inpuft thee, and teach thee in the\ 
tray that thou fhah goe. I will'guideor counfeli the* 
mthmineeye } Pfai$i$. Thirdly, of honour znd 
exaltation; He withdraweth not his eyes from the 
righteous, hut with Kings a^e they on the throne * yea 3 
he doth efhb'ifh thetii for ever,and they are exalte J, 
lob $6*j. Laftly , it is an cxpreifioT of hearing 
prayers -God is fa id 10 have his eye open unto the [ap- 
plication of his fen ants to hearken unto them in 
all that they call unto him for, 1 King.%^ 2. and 
the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his 
ear e open unto tht^iry,PfaL^ .t 5, The Church had 
before profiled herfelfe to be an Orphan, that 
flood in need of tuition and prote&ion : and here 
God promifcth to cafthiseye, and to place his 
affe&ion upon ber 5 to look to her, to be her Tu- 
tor and Guardian, to govern ber with his fpeciall 
providence and vvifdome, to take notice of her 
wants, and fupply them j to take notice of her 
de fires and fulfill them ; to take notice of her 
condition, and accordingly in all refpe&s to pro- 
vide for her. 3. Of refreshment from the heat and 
violence of temptations or any kindeof afflicti- 
ons, by the Metaphor of a frre-tree which be- 
ing evergreen, and carting fovrh a large (hade, 
I doth afford much comfort and reviving to the 

weary 
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weary travelloun 4»BecauIc the fitTc-tree though 
comfortable in regard of the (hade , is yet unfruit- 
ful^ there fore he forth a promifeth to be a roote of 
khfingi^zrA all kinde of fpirituali graces unto 
thtm^From me is thy fruit found f ; that is, from me 
is, or (hall be thy fruir* as 1 Ptt m z .2 2 , 

Zeph: .13. though the wad found may here feem 
to imply, and direffc unto* an inquiry after the 
foundation and originall of the fruit here men- 
tioned. Though all thy fruit of good works and 
new obedience may feeme to proceed from thy 
felfe and to bee thine own , yet if thou be care- 
full to inquire after the root of theai s thou wilt 
finde, that they come from me y though they grow 
upon thee^ and that thou bringeft them forth only 
by the help , fupply and vigour of my grace be- 
flowed on thee : Thou do ft them s but the power 
and ftrtngth whereby thou doeft them proceeds 
from mc. 

Thefe words then are the fumme of Gods anfmr y 
which he makes unto the Covenant of his people. 
They return the calves of their lip$,ffW hurts and 
accepts them : They renounce tarv&tt confidence 
in men, in horfe^ in Idols 5 and when they look 
off, and turne away from thefe, then God hoketh 
upon them with a fatherly eye of care, providence, 
comifelI,and protedion, I have obferved him* They 
will nor fay any more to the work of their hands> 
yeeare our Gods } nor any longer make lies their 
refuge§ and G od enables them to doe as they have 
faid,and afferdetb comfort and tEfrefhrneat unto 
them as the (hade of a firre-tree unto a weary tn* 

lii vellor 
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vellor, Laftly,they believe and acknowledge that 
when they ixcfatberhjji and deftiture of all help, 
there is mercy in God to comfort aod provide for 
them j and this God makes good too. Mercy of 
proteftion y I am as a gf ten fir re -tree ^ and mercy of 
bounty and benedi<5tion,/Vc/w mm & thy fruit found: 
by the one defending them againft their feares^ by 
the other enabling them unto their Thus j 

God doth enlarge and proportion his w^r; to fhc 
uttermoft extent of jmtytr or promife, and j 
when they have no help or comfort out of him, j 
he himfelfe becomes AU in A& unto them,making 
a thorough compenfation for everything which 
they part with for bis fake, and caufing them to I 
finde in him alone all that comfort , and fatif. 
faction to their defircsjwhich in vaine they fought 
for in other things • 

The parts are thefe two generals : Fir ft, Gods 
promife enabling Ifrael to perform theirs : Ephraim 
fball fay> what have I to doe any more with idols £ 
Secondly, Gods fpeciall regard to (heir prayers 3 I 
have heard him^ To their perfons % and obferved him: \ 
illuftrated by two Metaphors^ the one importing 
protcBicn and defence./ am as agreenfirre-tree^thQ j 
other.grace fkhnediBion^from me is thy fruit found, \ 
Bph r aim fball fay .] This is Gods fpeech and pro- 1 
mife,fetting to his feale and gracious ratification 
to the Covenant that //rjf/made,vcr.2.j. without 
the which it would have been null and evanid : for 
as man by believing^ttttxh to his feale to the truth 
of God,/ 0^-3.33 -f° God by afsifiing fetteth to his ', 
leal to the f urf oft of man : but with this great 
difference J 
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difference tomans fed is but zfubfcnption and confef- 
fionof that which was firm beforei for all Gods 
promifes are TtaandAmen^ and faith doth not put 
certainty into the fromife of God , Rom m 3. 3.4. 
2 Tim.iAi* but into the heart of man concerning 
the promifes, £^,4.16. 2.Tn».i.i2* But Gods 
feds is a confirmation and makingeffieaciousthe 
proraile of man , which otherwile would vanifh 
into a lie 5 all our lufficiency is from him 5 we can 
neither wills nor doe any thing further then we re- 
ceive from him both to will and to doe, Pbaroah 
made promife after promifej and brake them as 
h^Exod. 8. 8, 2 8, 2,28. Ifrael makes promife s 
one while, and quickly ftartsafrde like a deceit- 
full bow,a$lce which melts in the; day and hat- 
dens again in the night, vfal. 7 8. 3 4^ 8. /er.^a 5^ 
1 6x0 day they will, and to morrow they will not 
againe; they repent to day, and to morrow they 
repent of their repenting 5 like the (laggard in his 
bed; chat puts out his arme to rife, and then pulls 
it in again. So unftable and impotent is man in 
all his refolutions, till God fay Amen to what he 
purpofeth and eftablifhetb the heart by his vwn grace, 
He& m i 5*9* When the waters flood as a wall on the 
right hand and on the left oflfrael as they pa fled 
through the red Sea, this was a work of Gods 
own power; for water is unftable and cannot keep 
together by its own ftrength , nor be contained 
within any bounds of its own. So great a work is 
it to fee the mutable wills and refolutions of men 
kept clofe to any pious and holy purpofes* 
The point wee learn from hence is this, That 

Iii 2 otir 
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ourconverfion and amendment of life is not fill* 
ficiendy provided for by any band* obligation , or 
Covenant of our own , whereby we folemnly pro- 
mife and undertake it > except God be pleafed by I 
bis free grace to cftablifh and enable the heart un- 
to the performance of it : or thus, A penitent wsns\ 
converfion and Covenant of new obedience hath 
its firm&ejje in the promifeand free grace of God. 
Ifrael here in the confidence of Gods mercy prayes 
for pardon and bleffings i and io the confidence of 
his grace 5 maketh promife of Reformation and a- 
mendmentof life- but all this is bur like a written 
inftrument or indenture , which is invalid ai d of 
noeffedj till the parties concerned have mutually 
fealed and fct to their hands* Till God be pleafed 
to promife us that wee (hall doe that| which wee 
have promifed unto him, and doe as it were make 
our own Covenants for us, all will prove too weak 
and vaniftung to continue. Thcgraceof God un- 
to the purpofes of men is Vtotgrmm to colours 
died, or like oyle to colours in a Table or Pi&urCj 
which makes them hold frefti and not fade 
away. 

There is a neceflary and indiflblvable dependence 
of all fecond caufes upon the fir ft 7 without whofe 
influence and concurrence they neither live* nor 
; move, nor have, or continue in their Beings AB m 
17*28. H^a.^He who is firfk of caufes and lafi 
<f**A,doth ufe and direft the neceffiry, volun- 
tary, contingent motions anda&ivitiesof all/e- 
cend cmfes unto whatfoever ends he himfelfc is 
pkafed to preordaine. And this the naturall and 
, neceflary 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



ujon Hqsea Cba?*i^Txrf*$* 



69 



ncccflary concatenation of things doth require | 
that that which is the a&filutefl y fuprcmcftjfirft,; 
and moft independent will, wifdome, and power' 
of all othersjfhould govern, order and direft all 
other wil!s,powers, andwifedomes^tlut are fu&or- \ 
dimte to } and infer ion r under it, unto what foe ver 
ufes and purpofes he who hath the abfolute Do- 
minion and Soveraignty over all, is pleafed to ap- 
point. It cannot be other then a mirvellous di- 
minution unto the greatnejjeof Go J, and a too 
low efteerae of the akfolutenefe of that Majeftie 
which belongs unto him, to make any Counfels, 
Decrees* Purpofes of his to receive their ultimate 
forme and ftampe from the previous and inter- 
current caufaii ties or conditions of the creature, 
This 1 have alwayes looked on as theprincipall 
caufe of thofe dangerous errors concerning ffrace y 
free-will, and the decrees of God , wherewrith the 
Churches of Chrift have been fomilerablyin the 
former ages, and intbisofours, exercifed by the 
fubrlety of Satan > and by the pride of corrupt 
minded men j namely, the too low and narrow 
thoughts and conceptions which men have framed 
to the m felvcs of God , the not acquiefcingin his 
Sovereign Domtniomx^A abfolute Power of difpo- 
fing all things which bee made, unto whatfoever 
ufes hiralelfe pleafeth ' into which lam fure 
the holy Scripture doth refolve all, Mmh. n # 
2: y t6* Rm m $, i&yii* 11*33,5^. EpKi.j^ij. 

Even in the ftnfuU a&tons of men, Gods in* 
fiaemt and provtdeme hath a particular hand. 

As 
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As aBhns.his influence; as fmfull^\il% providence. 
His influtnctxo the naturall motion and fa&ftance 
of the a&ion, though not to the mckedmjje of 
it : for t his fhndeth not in Being or perfe&ion 
(elfethe fountaine of Being and perfection muft 
needs be the firft eaufe of it J but in defeft and 
privation of perfe6tton. As when a hand draweth 
a line by a crooked rale, the tine is from the bmi % 
but the crcokedntfje of it is from the rule: or,as 
when a man goeth lamely, the motion as motion is 
from the nituralif^^ but the lamenejje of the 
motion is from the defeB and vitioufnefleof the 
faculty. A fwearer could not fpeak an oath , nor a 
murtherer reach out his hand to ftrikea blow, but 
by the force of thofe naturall faculties which 
in and from God, have all their Being and work- 
ing* But that thefe naturall motions are by pro- 
faneflc [or malice direfted unto ends morally 
wicked > this proceedcth from the vitiofity and 
defeft which is in the fecond caufc making 
ufe ot Gods gifts unto his owne dishonour, 
2- "the Providence of God hath a notable hand 
in the guiding , ordering, and difpafing of thefc 
anions as finfull unto the ends of his own glory 
in the declaration of his Power, Wifedome, and 
Juftice,unto which the finnes of wicked men are 
perforce carried on, contra ty to thofe ends which 
they themfeives in finning did ptopofeunto them- 
feives*. As an Artificer ufeth the force of naturall 
caufes unto artificial I effefts : as an Huntfimam 
ufeth the naturall enmity of the Doggezgzm(k the 
Fox or Woolfe 5 unto the prefervation of the 
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Lambs which otherwife would bee deftroycJ, 1 
chough the dogge himfclfe by nature is as great 
an enemy to the Lamb, as the Fox. As the Pha- 
rifees were as great enemies to Kcligion as the 
Sadduces ; yet Paul wife y made uIq of their 
enmity amongftthemfe Ives for his own prcferva-j 
tion and deliverance from them bo:h,* Nothirg 
more u fail i then for God to maniuge andditeft 
the finnes of men to the bringing about of his own 
Purpofesand Counfeln Gen.5Q.20, 1 9#m*z.± 5. 
1 King. 1.26, 27. 2 Sam t 12. 11* compared with 

But now \mo gracious aftions y which belong not 
at all unto nature as nature, but onely as infpired 
and actuated with fpirituall and heavenly princi- 
ples, a more fingularand notable influence of God 7& 
Is required , not onely to the [uhftavte of theaiU- 
on, but more efpecially to the reBitude and good- 
neffe of it ^ for wee have no [ufficiency of ourfehes > 
not fo much as unto the fir ft offers and begin- 
nings of good in our thought s,2 Cor.^ .when we 
arc bid to work out our own.fahation wtth fear e and 
tremUmgy it tnuft be in dependence on the power> 
and in confidence of the aide of God 5 fork is he 
that work eth in us both to will and to do^htia.t \ 8 . 
13. when m Covenant to turn untaGod^ we mutt 
withallf^; mn him toturneus y Lm^^iJer^u 
God commands us to turn our Jehts y and to make us a 
new he Art and a new fpiritjhat we may livt y Bzek.% 3 # 
30,31,32- but withall,be telleth us that it is bee 
who gives us one hearty and one way^ and a newfpirit^ 
that we may walk in his Statutes^ Ez,ek. 1 1.1^2 o. ler. 

- 
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32,39. Hegivethus^e 3 ™tfe^ the 
to make us able, the/?^rr to make us willing, 
the vf5 to walk, the proficiency to improve, the 
perfeverance to finifh and per fed holinefie. David 
cannot tun in the way of Gods Comma ndemcnis 
till he enlarge his heart, f/W.i 1^.31. nothing can 
finde the way to beaven^but that which comes firft 
from heaven } loh*\*\ 3 .we cannot five unto God 
any thing but of his own. Who am ;,far h D*v;d.jtnd 
what is my people that mfhoald&e able to o$er fo wil* 
Ungly after this fort $ for all things come of the* and 
of thine owne have we given thee f 1 fJbrM.29.i4.. 

For the furrher underftanding of this point, 
and of the fweet concord and concurrence between 
the mil of man converted, and the ef$e&m\\ grace 
of God converting, we (hallfet dowothefe few 
propo fit ions : 

u That there is in man by nature a power or 
faculty which we call Fm-will 5 whereunto be- 
iongeth fuch an indifferency and indeterminacy 
in the manner of working , that whether a man 
will a thing^or nill itjcboolc it, or turn from it, 
be doth in neither move contrary to his own 
natural! principles of working, A (tone moving 
downward s doth move naturally 5 upwarc^contrary 
to its nature>& (o violently. But which way fo ever 
the will moves , it moves according to the con* 
dition of its created being 5 wherein it was fo 
made, as when k chofe one part of a coatradi&i- 
oa, it retained an inward and fundamental! habi- 
tude unto the other » like tbofe gates which are fo 
made as that they open both wayes. So that as 

the 
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the tongue which was wont to fweare or blat 
pheme, when it is converred/loth by the force of 
the fame faculty of fpeaking, being newly fantfti- 
fied, utter holy and gracious fpeeches : fo the will, 
which being corrupted did chufe ev II and only 
evilly being fan&ified doth ufe the fame mionerof 
operation in cbufing that which is good : the 
created nature of it remaining (till one and the 
fame , but being now guided and fanftified by dif- 
ferent principles. This wc fpeak only with re* 
fpe& to the nuturdl manner of its working; for mmVJm^ 
if wee fpeak of liberty in a mo*&ll or theok^kaS qw confring 



Gtit'ifJeWjert. 
Creitttrajibj* 

frUli rt el, cum 



fenfc, fo it is cenaine, that the more the will of ZToTTm 
man doth obferve the right order of its proper [cm tldc^ud 



i - 



jeB) and lift md % thc more free and noble it is r (the feW* re>a ™ 
very higheft per fe ft ion of free will (landing in an 
tmmuuble arfherency unto ffo^ as the ultimate end 
of the creature, and all ability of receding or fal- 
ling from him being the deficiency an 1 not the 
perfection of Free-will.) And therefore the m>re 
the will of man doth ca ft off and reje& GoJ 5 the 
more bafe, ferviie, and caprive ic growes. la 
which fenfe wc affirme again ft the Papift*,th »t by 
nature man fince the fall of Ad&m y hath no Free- 
will or naturall power to believe and convert un- 
to God or to prepare hioifeifc thereunto. 

tinman ft//f# 3 and being thereby univerfally 
in all his faculties levened with vitious and 
malignant principles, there is a native pravhie and 
corrupt force, which putteth forch it felfe in re- 
ft '-fling all thofe powerful workings of the word and 
fpinc of grace, that oppofe chemfelvcs againft 

Kkk the 
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tbe body of finne,and move the will unto holy re- 
folutions: for the wifedomeof the Jiejh caumt bee 
fubjeB unto the Law of God, Rom.%. 7. The flefc will 
lufiagamft the fpirit, as being et&trary thereunto, 
GaL$.i 7* an uncircumeifed heart will alwayes re- 
fifi the holy fpirk, AB m j. 51. there is fuch a natural! 
antipathy between the purity of the word and the 
impurity of the will of man,that he naturally refu- 
feth to beare, & fnuffeth at it, andpulleth away the 
ftoulder,andhardneth the heart, and ftoppeththe 
eare^and fliurreth the eyes, andfettethup ftrong 
holds, and high reafonings againft the wayes of 
God, and is never fowcll as when he can get of 
all fight and thoughts of God, and be as it were 
without God in the world, f*^ 5.3. <£*io. 17*23, 

3* According to the degrees and remainders 
of this natura 11 corruption , fo farre forth as it is 
unmonified and unfubdued by the power of grace, 
thisoriginall force doth proporuonably put forth 
it felfe in withlhnding and warring again ft the 
Spirit of God even in the regenerate themfelves : 
A notable example whtreof wee have in Afa 
of whom it is faid that he was wroth with Hanani 
the Seer 5 and put him in a Prifcn houfe, and was 
in a rage with him, when bee reproved him for 
his carmll confidence, iChron. 16.10. and the 
Apoftle doth in many words both ftate, and be- 
waile the waning of the Law of his members a- 
giinft tbe km of his minde y fo that when 
hee did with the one femje the Law of God y he 
did with the other (ewe the law of fmne , and 
was 
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was unable to doe the thing which bee would : 
and the evill which he would not, he did doe by 
the ftrength of finne that dwelled in him % Rom. 
7.14, S* 

4. We are to diftinguifh of the will of God , 
which is fct forth in Scripture two manner of 
Wayes 5 There is voluntas ftgni y or that will of 
God whereby he requires us to work ^ and which 
he hath appointed to bee obferved by us. His 
will fignified in precepts ^id prohibitions* This is 
the will of God, faith the Apoftle, even yomr fan* 
Bificatioffj 1 rhef.q..^ , So we are U id to prove , 
to rry,todoe Gods will, or that which is pleafing 
in his fight ^Afattb. j. iuRom.il*** /0&.8,2£.and 
there is voluntas heneplaciti y the will of his purpofe 
and counfell, according unto which he htmfelfe 
in his own fecret and unfearchable good pleafure 
is plea fed to work* for he worketh all things after 
the comfellof his own mil, Eph.i.n. vbatfoever 
the Lord pleafeth that he doth m heaven and earthy 
^(^.155*6. And no fecond caufes can doe any 
thing elfe s though they never fo proudly break 
the order of Gods revealed will , but what his 
hand and Council had before determined \ AB. 
4.28. The will of Gods precept and command 
is every day violated, refiftcd 3 and broken 
through by wicked men unto their own de- 
ftru&ion : How often rtould 1 3 and yee would 
mil Matth. 37. But the will 

of cods Counfell and purpofe cannot bee re- i 
lifted or with (too i by all the powers of the 
world; the Counfell of the Lord muft fiavd- 

Kkk 2 and 
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and * thofe very agents that work pirpolely ro 
difappoinc and fubvert it, doe by thole very 
workings of theirs bring it to paflerand when 
by r 1 err own intentions they are enemies to it , 
by Gods wooderlull ordering and dire&iug, they 
are exetui toners of it, Rom^g^ip, p td*$-$ m 
n. 11$.?. Prov* 19* 21. Efay 46.10. Iojb.2^> 
p. 10. 
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zidtnnr ajvc>fa . A- g* de Piv, Dei lib *i a.c*i> All $brdimt % abl ligantur j nem&teget 
own; otentii tvadti dv tgme C'rlfiUno cap*?. ViA* 1 radwardin.de cau/a Dei lib* i .eap.fi. 
& H it%pn. dt SariAk y\tt*t- S;<jrt 9 S*e4tem.T r*cl I cap i %>&dc Sacrament l\bs*p£at-i tap 
9.10 & part $,cap*$.6. 13,14. Anftlm tih* uttot Dens Hom$* cap. ij, Lumbar d. 
lib, ft dtjl !/• 

5, According unto this diftin&ion of Gods 
willy wee are to diftinguifh of his CalL Some 
are tailed voluntas ftgni ^ by the will of his pre- 
cept , when they have the will of God made 
known unto them , and are thereby perfwaded 
unto the obedience of it in the miniftry of the 
Gofpel: in which fen fe our Saviourfikh*m4i7jf are 
c&Ued 7 butfewcbtfen y Manh. 20. r tf« and unto thofe 
who refufed to come unto him thit they might 
have life, he yet faith, Tbzfe things 1 fay that you 
might bee fayed. Iob m 5. 54. 40. Others are called 
volunute bme$laati y ordained firft unto eternal! 
life by the free love and grace of Godj an 1 then 
thereunto brought by the execution of that his 
decree and purpofe in the powerfull calling and 
ttan fining of them from darknefle unto light. 
And this is to bee called t according 

unto furfafe, Rom.S.i 8 .namely, the purpofe and 
counfell of (hewing mercy to whom he will fhew 
mercy, £001.9.18. 

____ They 
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6, They who are called > only as theHencal- ' 
leth her chicken, with the metre outward Call or 
voyee of (Thrift in the Evangel icall Miniftry , 
may and doe rtfifi this Cail, and fo petifh. Co* 
razin and Bethfaida and Capernaum^ were out- 
wardly called by the moft powcriull Minifteriall 
meanes that ever the world enjoyed, both in Do- 
iftrineand Miracles: and yet our Saviour re Is them 
that they fhallbein a worfe condition in the day 
ot Judgment then Tyre y Sidon^ or Sodom s Matih. 
1 1,2 1,14, So the Prophet complaines, who hath 
believed our report or to whom is the arme of the Lord 
revealed? Efay 53.1. which the Evangelift applies 
unto the argument of converfton, Joh* 12 • 3 7*40. 
for fo the ha*d or arme of the Lord is faid to be 
with his Mmiftersjwhen by their Miniftery men 
doe turne to the Lord, 43. 1 1 *i. And the fame 
Prophet againe, or Chrift in him complaines , 
All the day hng have I p etched forth my hands un- 
to a iifobe&tem and gainfaying people : Efay 6$, 
2. Rom. lo.ii. So difobedieot and gaitifaying, 
that wee finde them refolve fotnetincs point 
blank contrary to the Call of God, ler^ t *i6 3 iy* 
fer,i% m Y i y t2* fer^z .. 5* Marth m z%, 7. 

7* They who are called inwardly and fpiritually, 
muhzxiheavenly *a!i*vocathne aid $f fectmdumpro* 
po fit um t with fuch a Call as purfheth the Counfeli m l^nri mjTm 
and purpofc of God for their falvation, though 1 v*tim*$* si *, 

I mm Btm mft* 

turjikm vtlumut'y ti txndm fiippe ml ferity Mam pm'mtt Hi w^w^Aug.ad Simplkian, 
lib. 1 »qu .2 • K<? gy & tjj qftt occ t<Jte humnn.s cordbm dt vina kfgi t a te trib \ imr£ m V& dure 
tttdiYifiwtw, idea qm ppt tnlww , ut cord;s duritia primitus toftratur, tte pradcflinar, 
San ft*cap t t . Sc con n . 2, Ep i ft,Pe 1 ag.Kb. i .cap, ic • 

they 



iVudrtefthqw* 
n/ado dicitur , 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



Tbeftxth Sermon 



they doe refift quoad pugmm , and coruption 
in them doth ftrive to beare up againll the 
grace of Chrift, yet they doe not refift finally and 
quoad tvtntum y unto the repelling or defeating of 
the operation of Gods etfe&uall grace : but they 
are thereby framed to embrace, approve, and 
fubmit unro that Call, God himfelfe working a 
#000? W/inthem, captivating their thoughts unto 
the obedience of Chrift* and working in them 
that which is pleafingin his own fight, PtitLi.ix. 

And this U done by a double Ad. 
I, An hdi of fpirituall teachmg^ and irradiating 
the minde and judgement with heavenly light , 
called by the Prophet the wiring of the Law m 
the hurt , and putting it into the inward parts, 
ltr *% 3 3** c&r * 3-3«and by our SwiourJ'heFatbers 
Teachmg % /ob m 6,$5* and the holy Spirits cm- 
vincing of finne, righteoufnefle and judgement 5 
Job. 1 6.8, 1 1 , and by the Apoftle > a dtmon^ration 
of the fpirit and power , i Cor.2.4. A fpirituall re- 
vzlatim of wifedome out of the word unto the 
confcience 3 Eph.i.ij. For though we are to con- 
1 demn famtkk nvelatiom be fides the word 3 and 
I without it : yet we muft acknowledge fpirituall 
revelation y oi manifeftation of the divine light and 
power of the word by the holy Spirit in the 
minds of men converted : for the word of God 
being a fpirituail GbjeB % doth unto thefalvificall 
knowledge of it require fueh a fpirituall quality 
in the faculty which muft know it , as may be able 
to pafle a right judgment upon it 5 for fpirituall 
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things are fpiritual/y difcerned, I Cor.z.iq, It is 
trae 3 that hypocrites and other wicked men may 
have very much notionall and inteiltBuaH know* 
ledge of the Scriptures, and thole holy things 
therein re vcaled^e^ £,4. 2 Pet^.ti. But none of 
that knowledge amounteth unto that which is 
called the Teaching of God, and a fpirituall de- 
mon ft rat ion : for the my ftcries of the Gofpel 
were onto this end revealed, that by them we 
might be brought unto the obedience of chrift} and 
rherefcre the knowiedgeoi them is never propor* 
tionedoi comroenlurate to the ohjeH,ti\\ the minde ; ^ alt&s V* 1 d °- 
be thereby made conformed unto chrifaiW the con- ! ^"5" 
ceptions which arc framed in us touching God, | Awdefimnkat, 
and fin a and graee,and heaven, and eternall things, | 
be fut able to thofe which were in the minde of £,V noit^di 
Chrift 1 G?ra. 1 6. Evangelical I truths are not fitted vu-m fmtjtd 
unto oieer intellect uall, but unto pra3icall judge- , 
ment. It is fuch a knowledge of Chrift as may scrm,ij, 
fill us with the fulnefje of God^ Epb^ m iS M i^ t A 
knowledge that muft work communion with Chrift^ 
and conformity unto hinij^^.J* 1 o • A knowledge 
that muft produce a good converfatton, J^w.j, 
1 3. He that faith he knomth him, and keeptth not his 
Comm&ndements,i$ a liar, and the truth is not in 
him, i lob, 2,3,4. We doc not know Chrift till wee 
knowjhim as our chiefeji geod^s our choyceft trea- name* 
fure^s our a*fearchalle riches, as and precious, ^ t f a 7 %[^K 
and defirable and Altogether lovely , and the fair eft of AVginchidd' 
ten thoufand, and worthy of all acceptation, in coin- capi.de tjoftr. 
parifon of whom all the world befides is as dung, jJ^JJ^ 
The knwledge of Chrift is not feeing Oiiely, but & Kb.Ncap.jVt 

feeing 
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feeing and tajling, P[aL\^ m % m PfaLnp.io % And 
therefore they who in one fenfe arc laid to have 
known God^Rom* i.zi* are yet in the tame place, 
verfe 28. faid not to have God in their knowledge. 
It is an excellent fpeech of the PhiIofopber,That 
fuch as every man is in himfelfe, fuch is thewrf 
that he works unto 5 and fuch notions he hath of 
that good which is his end. And therefore it is 
impoflti >Ie that a wicked frameof heart can ever 
look upon any fupernarurall objeft as his la ft end, 
or as principally defireable« If I {hould fee a 
mm choofe a fmall trtfle before a rich jewell % how- 
ever hee fhould profeffe to know the excellency 
and to value the richnefle of that jewell • yet I 
(hould conclude that hee did not indeed under* 
ftand the worth of it aright. And therefore unto 
the perfect and proper knowledge of fuper natural! 
things 3 there is required a fpeciail work of the 
g acemd fpiric of Chrifi opening the heartland 
working it to a fpirituail conftitution proporti- 
onable to fuch kinde of truths about which it is 
converfant. The Scripture everywhere attnbu 
teth this work unto God, and his Spirit * It is he 
thatgiveth an heart to perceive , and eyes to fee y and 
e&*esta heare y Dettt, 29-4. It is he that givcthan 
heart to know bim y ler 9 i^,y m It is he that mantfe 
petb himfdfe unto thofe that love him, /0&.14. 2 1. 
It is he that revealetb unto us by bis spirit the 
things of God , 1 Cor .2, 10. It is he that giveth us 
an understandings 1 ioh. 5. 2o< and that eftns the 
underpaying to understand the Scriptures y Luk u 
14.45. A&. 16*14. It is he that teacheth us to cdll 

Chrijt 
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Chriftout Lord} Matth*l6AJ. lCor.n,$. for the 
voycc of carnal! and corrupt Rcafon is ? w will net 
kaverhif man to raign over us, Ltfjt.13 .14. Every 
man narurally fratru th and {hapeth his norions of 
doBrinMl matters unto the manner of his consci- 
ence and conversation > embracing that which is r 
confonanr,and rejc&ing that which is diflbnant 
thereunto, Mic 9 2 m t\* Efay - 3 o.io,i r. To the un- 
cle ane every thing is unc leave 9 becaufe the very 
minde and confttence offucb men is defiled. Tit A .15. 
This then is thefirft work in effeBttall calling the 
opening of the ye of the minde rightly to conceive 
of the things of God, of the guilt of fin, of the 
heavhefie of wratti , of the perillof perifliing, 
of the weight and moment of damnation and lai- 
vatioDjOf the things that concerne its everlafting 
peace, of the righteoufhefle of Cbrift,of the 
beauties of holinefle, of the exceeding abundant 
weight of glory, of the comforts of the holy Spi- 
rit, and the unfpcakable and glorious joy fhed 
forth into the heart by believing* Thefe truths 
the heart is fo convinced of, as ferioufly to 
ponder them, and to fix itsdeepeft and faddefl 
con fiderat ions upon them. 

2. An A6to(fpirituall inclining and effeBuall j , ■■ 
determining the will of man to embrace the i nA d^l?nl 
1 mate difiate of a minde thus illightned , and to nqmrimc^ 
make a moft free,fpontaneous, and joy full choyce faf^m™ 
offupernaturallgood things thus nghtiy appre- \ m ;**a£tri f p. 
hended, upon a clearc and deliberate confiderati- i 4*Ad9ptm*& 
on of their excellency above all other things, f ei ** M t dp * tf 
rhiLi.%. This of choofing the Lord for our I 4 ' 
1 L1I portion: 
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portion and chic fe ft good, and of cleaving umo 
him, we finde often mentioned in the Scripture , 

-rfff.11.23.Pfv1 15^30.3 v 73. for when thefoule 
of a man is to throughly by Gods teaching con- 
vinced of the danger and rnifery offinm 7 Wherein 
fo long as a man continueth, hee lives onely to 
dishonour God^ and to undoe bimfelfe ; of the be- 
nefit of righteoufnefje in Chrift, whereby he is re* 
coddled unto God , and adopted unto a glorious 
inheritance : and of the beauty of Holineffi y where- 
by he is conformed unto Cbrift his Head, and fit- 
ted for that Inheritance* Thcfe previous A&s of 
heavenly teacbing^tc alwayes feconded with tffe- 
$ mil operations upon the B^futeable unto them- 
felves.* for the liberty of the mil doth not ftand 
in a peremptory indigency unto any obje&what- 
fbever (clfe there fhould be no liberty in hea- 
ven) this is a defeft and imperfc&ion , not any 
matter of power or freedomes mifera vis eft va- 
/ere ad mtendum* But the liberty of mil ftandeth 
in this that being a reasonable appetite, it is apt 
to be led one way or another, to choofe one thing 
or another, according to the dilates of reafon, 
and ftrvato ordine finis , with fubje&ion to that 
which is made appeare to be the fuprcame end 
and happineffeof the foule ; for every faculty is 
naturally fubfervient to the ultimate good of that 
nature whereof it is a faculty, and fhould mon- 
ftroufly exorbitate from its ufe and end 3 if it 
fhould put forth it felfe to the deftru&ion, or re- 
fute to clofe with that which is thehappinefleof 

the 
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the foule unto which it pertaines. Asfooneas 
ever therefore the Spirit of grace doth by fuch 
a fpiriwall and prafticaU demonftrationjashath 
beendefcribed, fet forth God in Chriftas the fu- 
preame and raoft unqucftionable end andhappi- 
nefle of the foule, there are confequently futeable 
impreffions upon the will, determining it unto 
operations conforme unto fuch a beautifull and 
glorious obje&j and enlarging it to runnc unto 
this Center > to renounce all other things and to 
cleave onely unto this. 

And thefe Adts upon the will are 1 , 

!• By preventing Grace y k is bended and excited 
unto heavenly appetitions, and unto the choyce 
of fuch fpirimall good things, the foveraign ex- 
cellencies whereof have been fo fweetly repre- 
fented. Good is the objeft of the mU\ we cannot 
will evill under the notion of evill: and amongft 
good things, that which is by the pra&icall jud^e 
ment refolved to bee &eft f and that by the teach- 
ing of God himfelfe (who neither is deceived, 
nor can deceive) is the objeftofthe wills ehBi 
on: and thus God by his exciting grace worketh 
in us if [um veffe^ that very A& whereby we choofe 
Chriftj and fubferibe our name in the role of his 
fouldiersand fervant^anfwering the Call of God 
by a moft chearfnll confent thtreunto. 

2«By afltfliftgatid cooperating Grace* y it is fur- 
ther enabled to put forth this good will into 
deed, and fo to work towards its falvation,£/^ 
iSAi, i Cor a$ ^ Jo 9 

Laflly , by fahfequent Grace s it is carried on 
LI I 2 towards 
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* Cwper&ndy 
per fd: qsud o. 
perandfhtjfi(i 
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no'. is operator . 
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dc mt.&grar. 
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towards perfe£tion 3 to fimfliwhat was begun, and 
fo to proceed from the htginningof faith in vo- 
cation to the end of faith in Jatvation^ tfce Spirit of 
Chrift working in 3 ashehimfelfedid work for 
**s unto a confummatumefty faving to the &ttermoji 
thofe that come unto God by him^ PhiL\.6. i Per. 

And by this meanes the native obfmacy of the 
will both in and after converfion is lubdued 5 
fo that it neither doth nor can overcome the 
grace of God working cffeftually with his word : 
Firftjbecaufc of t\ie pttrpofe of God s to (hew mer- 
cy where hee will fhew mercy, which can in no 
wife be refifted* Secondly, becaufe o{ the power 
of God> in the effe^tull applying of that mercy 
unto the loulcs of men with admirable fweet- 
mjje } with undeniable evidence , with ineffable 
perfmfon^ith omnipotent and invincible energie^ 
which no hardneffe of heart is able to refufe* be* 
caufe the proper operat ion of it is to take away 
that hardnefie which would refufe it, and that 
by an ad of e quail power with that whereby 
Chrift was raifed from the dead y which all the world 
was not able to hinder or prevent , Eph m r*i$ 9 
coLijz. 1 ret. r.5. Thus we fee though wee 
defire* and endeavour, and purpofe,and covenant 
converfion and amendment of life: yet the whole 
progrefle of converfion , our promifes, our cove- 
nants^ur abilities, our fufficiencies to make good 
any thing, doe all receive their ftability from the 
grace of God. 

From whence wee learne : Firft > Not to put 
_,. confidence 
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confidence in our own ftudies, vowes, purpofes* 
promifes of new obedience ; : Even man is a 
tUr 5 no fooner left unto himfelfe , but hee 
becomes a miferable fpe&acle of weakncfie and 
mutability. Even Adam in innocency when hee 
was to bee fupporred and perfevere by his own 
ftrength, though hee had no fione or inward 
corruption to betray him> how fuddenly was he 
thrown down from his excellency by Satan with 
a poore and flender temptation ? how ftrangely 
did a creature of fo h igh and noble a conftitution 
exchange God himfelfe for the fruit of a tree, 
believe a Serpent before zMaker y and was fo mi* 
ferably cheated as to fuppofe that by cafting 
away Gods Image y he fhould become the more 
like him ? Who could have thought that David 
a man after Gods own heart, with one mifcarrying 
glance of his eye (hould have been plunged into 
fuch a gulfe of finne and mifery as he fell into > 
that fo fpirituall and heavenly a foule fhould be 
fo fuddenly overcome with fo fen fu all a tempta- 
tion ? that fo mercifull and righteous a man 
fhould ft) greatly wrong afaithfull fervantashe 
did VrUh , and then make the innocent blood 
of him whom hee wronged, a mantle to palliate 
and to cover the wrong, and make nfe of his fide- 
lity to convey the letters and inftru&ions for his ****** tn ftp 
own mine! Who could have thought that£<tf, 
fo foone after he had been delivered from fire and ihdu 
brinaftone* and vexed with the filthy converfation p f rch ' deCu « 
of the sodomites >ftiouU bee himfelfe inflamed *' 
with unnaturally inccftuous luft ? who could have 
fufpefted, 
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fufpe&ed, that Peter who had his name from a 
Rock, fhould be fofoone fhaken like aReed^and 
after fo folema a protection not to for fake 
Chrift though allelfe fhould , to bee driven with 
the, voice of a Maidt from his ftedfaftneffc, and 
with oaths and curfes be the firft that denied him ? 
Surely every wan in his kfi eft ate is altogether 
vanity* 

Therefore it faehoveth us to be alwayes hum- 
bled in the fight ofourfetves, and to be jealous 
i. Of ouroriginall impotency unto the doing of 
any good , unto the forbearing of any evill, onto 
the repelling of any temptation by our own 
power : In his own might pall no be ftrtrng f 
j Sam. 2.9, To bee a (inner and to be without 
ftrength, are tercnes equipollent in the Apoftle, 
Rom m 5.6.8, Nay , even where there is a will to 
doe good, there is a defeffc of power to perform 
it, Row +7* 18, our ftrength is not in our felves s but 
in the Lord and in the power of his might, and 
in the working of his Spirit in our inner man, 
EpKtf.io. 3,1 6* P hiLq. 1 3. If but a good thought 
arife in our minde, or gooddefire and motion, 
bee ftirringin our heart, or a good word drop 
from our lips 3 we have great caufe to take notice 
1 of the grace of God that offered it to us , and 
wrought it in us y and to admire how any of the 
fruit of Paradife could grow in fo heathy a ml- 
dernejje* 

2. Of our naturall antipathy andrelufttncy unto 

holy duties; our apt neffe to draw back towards 

perdition * to refufe and thruft away the offers 

I andl 

— \ 
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3nd motions ofgrace^our rebellion which arifeth 
from the law of the members agjunft the law of the 
minde ; the continuall droppings of a corrupt 
heart upon any of the tender buds and fproutiogs 
of piety that are wrought within us; ouraptnetfe' 
tobec weary of the yoke, and to rtnke of the 
burden of Chrift from our flraulders, Efay 4 3 • 22* 
our naturall levity and inconftaney of fpirk in 
any holy refolutions 5 continuing but as a morning 
dew y which prefently is dryed up, beginning in 
the fpirit and ending in theflefti, having inter- 
changeable fits of the one and the ot he r, like the 
Polypus , now of one colour, and anon of another $ 
now hot with zeale > and anon cold with fecutity; 
now following Mofes with Songs of Thank fgiving 
for Deliverance out of Egypt^gnd quickly after 
th tufting Mo[e$ away , and in heart returning unto 
Egypt againe, Such a difcompofedneffe and na- 
turall inftability there is in the fpirk of man, that 
like firings in an inftrufflent,itisapt to be altered 
with every change of weather, nay while you are 
playing on it, you muft ever and anon bee new 
tuning it 5 like water heated, which is alwayes 
offering to reduce it felfe to its o»vn coldneife. 
No longer Sun, no longer light j no longer Chrift^ 
no longer grace t If his back be at any time up- 
on us 3 our back will immediately be turned from 
him", like thofe forgetfull Creatures in Stneca , 
who even while they are eating* if they happen to 
look a fide from their meat, immediately lofc 
the thoughts of it 3 and goe about feeking for 
more, 

3 -of 



Tpawvfjfid A- 
Tevt.tU. 
Vlutaub. q?t t 

Kit lyxftVy vte 

Etbk lib£. ret- 

& 4, Ho c babtut 
mter cxtcrabv* 
ni mini , 
unt fibi & per- 
mzr.cnt* Levi* 
eft malkia, ftpe 

mum indici- 
um eft matte 
mtmh> fluflua* 
ftfjEpjft. no* 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



88 



* lege Xmptri- 
aU inUrdtcl i 
vtn* t ok i, hqtn- 
mt/as export a* 
tb , ne Barba- 
ri gapi illcEti 
pomp tun inva. 
derail fines Ro~ 
manctHm.Lcgoi 
Cod \qmt R£t ex- 
port an mn dc* 
beant. El apud 
Chhenfes 5 €x- 
terl in Uta Rig- 
ni im f Ym& nun 
admituMHf\ 
tanthm in crii 
maritimis con- 
cidiw com- 
mere i am- Bote- 
rus in Cata- 
logjmpeiio- 
rum* 



The fix tb Sermon 



3 . Of the manifold decayes and abatements of 
the grace of God in us , our aptnefle to leave our 
firft Love^Revtla*^ How did Heztkiah fall into 
an impolitic k vainglory *^ in fhewing all his Trea- 
fures unro the Ambafradors of a forraign Prince, 
thereby kindling a dejire in him to be maftcr of 
fo rich a Land, as foone as God left him unto 
himfelfe? 2 Kmg.ioAi^l* How quickly with- 
out continual! husbandry will a Garden or Vine- 
yard be wafted and overgrown with weeds ? How 
eafily is zfhip when it is at the very fliore,carried 
with a ftorme back into the Sea againe ? How 
quickly will a curious watch if it lie open, gather 
cluft into the wheeles and bee out of order ? 
Though therefore thou have found fweetnefle in 
Religion 3 joy in the holy Spirit ; comfort, yea 
heaven in good duties; power againft corrupt!- 
ons^ ftrength againft temptations , triumph over 
affli&ions, affurance of Gods favour, vigour, life, 
and great enlargement of heart in the wayesof 
godlinefle ; yet for all this be not high-minded, 
but feare. Remember the flower that is wide open 
in the morning when the Sonne {bines upon it, 
may be (hut up in theevening T before night come. 
If the Sunne had not ftood ft ill, lofcua had not 
taken vengeance on the enemy,7o/Jj. 10,13, and if 
the Sunne of righteoufnefie doe not con ft ant I y 
(bine upon us and fupply us, wee fbal] not be able 
to purfue and carrry onany vi&orious affrftions. 
While God openeth his hand thou art filled^ but if 
he withdraw hisface y tbon wilt be trouble a againe, 
PfalAo^2%2*9* Therefore rake heed of retting 

on 
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on thine owncwifedomeorftrengtb.Tboumayft 
after all this grieve the Spirit of God, ard caufe 
him to depart and hide himfelfe from thee : thou 
may ft fall from thy ftedfaftnefle, and Iofc thy 
wonted com forts 3 thou may ft have a dead win- 
ter upon the face of thy conference, and bee 
brought to fuch a fad and difconfolatc conditi- 
on , as to conclude that God hath cafi thee out of 
his fights that he hath forgotten to begraciou^ and 
hath fhut up his loving kindneffe in difpleafure - 
to roare out for anguifh of fpirit as one vvhofe 
bone% art broken ; thy foule may draw nigh to the 
grave find thy life to the deftroyers,and thou may ft 
finde it a wofulland alcnoft infupcrable difficulty 
to recover thy life and thy ftrength again* It was 
fo with ft^chap. 10*16,17* chap, 13.2 tf. 27.28. 
chap, 16.9,1 3. chap-30.15^1. It was fo with Da- 
vid, PfaL 51.8. TfaLjy. 2,3,4. Ic Was fo with 
Hewdn % P/4/,88. and diverfe others. See ^£33. 
19,22. vfaL 102,3, 11. Efay 54,^11, flw f 2*3,4. 
Therefore we (hould ftill remember in a calme to 
provide for a ftorme 5 to ftirrc up the graces of 
God continually in our felvcs that they be not 
quench ed, 2 T/7».i.£. Soto rejoyce in the Lord,as 
Withall to work out our fahatton with fear and trem- 
blingiPfahz.w* Phil. 2.12.1$. ncvcr to let the 
grace of God puffe us up , or make us forgetfull 
of our ownweakneffe; but as the Apoftle faith 
of h imfelfe in regard of G ods graced en lam weak 
then am I flrong , 2 Com 2.10, fo to fay of our 
felves in regard of our own naturall corruption, 
when I am ftrong then I am weak. 

M m m Secondly, 
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Secondly, This muft not fo humble us as to dc 
je&and difmay us, or mike us give over the hope 
of holding out to the end , when our nature is fo 
weak 5 our enemies fo ftrong, oar temptations fo 
many : but we muft withalt be quickned by thefe 
confiderationsj with prayer to implore, and with 
faith to rely on and draw ftrength from the word, 
and grace of God, to have alwayes the window 
of the foule open towards the Sunne of righte- 
oufneflc, whereby the fupplies of his grace] to 
preventjexcite^mftjfollowjeftablifhus, and car- 
ry on every good rhing which he hath begun for 
us, may be continually admitted. This is one of 
the moftneceflary duties for a Chriftiat^to hold 
con flan t and fixed purposes in godlinejje : the 
Scripture frequently calls upon us for them, that 
with purpofe of heart wee would cleave unto God 7 
AB. ii.ij, That we would continue m the grace of 
God y A3. ii m 43 * that we would bee tooted and 
grounded in hve y Eph.^.ij. that we would hold 
fafl the profejfion of our faith without wavering 
Heb m i o . 2 3 ♦ that we would be fledfafl and unmove- 
aHe^ alwayes abounding in the work of the hord y 
i Cor. 15,58. that we would look to our felves 
that wee may not hfe the things which wee have 
wrought , 2 M.vcr.8. that we would hold fafl and 
keep the works of Chrtfl unto the end^ReveLt.zj^j 6. 
and it is that which godly men are moftcarneftly 
. felicitous abound doe ft rive unto with greateft 
importunity : I have purpled that my \mouth fljaS 
not tranfgrejje , Pfal.17.3* unite my heart tofeare 
thyname y VfoL%6*ii* My heart is fixed O God,, my 

heart , 
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heart is fixed>l will fing and give prayfe, 5 7-7# 
Therefore in this eale it is neceflary for us to 
draw nigh unto God, who onely can ratifie all our 
pious refclurions, who givcth power tothefaint^ 
and to them that have no power encreafeth 
ftrengtb, Efay 40-29. who onely can fettle and 
ftablilh the hearts of men, i/Yf.sao. The con- 
ference of our duty r the fenfe of our frailty ? the 
power, malice , and cunning of our Enemies^ the 
obligation of our Covenant , Should dire<ft the 
foule perpetually unto God for the fuppiy of his 
grace, that that may in all our weaknefles be fuf- 
ficient for us , and hold us up that we may be fafe 
as the Pfalmift fpeaks^p* 1 19.1 1 y.and may never 
through infirmity or unftablcnefle of fpirit vio- 
late our own refolutions. 

Thirdly, This is matter of great comfort unto 
the godly , that in the midft of fo miny temp- 
tat ions, fnares, impediments, amongft which we 
walk 5 not only the fafety of omfoules 9 and (ecuri- 
ty of 'our eternal! falvatioM* but even our prefent 
conditio a in this life, our conversion , our obedi- 
ence, all our pious purpofes of heart, all the pro* 
greffe we make in a holy converfation^ doe not de- 
pend upon the maknejje and uncertainty of a hu- 
mme mll y but upon the infallible truth y the con- 
ftant promife, the immutable purpofe y the invinci- 
ble power f the free /ow, the abfolute gr*ce y the om- 
nipotent mfdome and working of God^ who doth 
vvhatfoeverhe pleafeth both in heaven and earth , 
and worketh all things by the counfell of his own 
Wil^ I the Lord change mt^therefore you Sonne* of 

M tn m 2 Jacob 
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Jacob &e not confumed^ Mai. 3 . <<* Wc poore and 
weak men change with every winde, ftrong to day 
and weak to morrow : fixed andrcfolure to day , 
ftiaken and ftaggering to morrow * running for- 
ward to day, and revolting as fa ft to morrow : no 

" hold to be taken of our promifesjHO truft to bee 
given to our Covenants . Like Peter on the water, 
we walk one ftep and we fink another. All our 
comfort is this , our ftrength and {landing is not 
founded in out felves, but in the rock whereon we 
are built 5 andinthe power of God^by which we are 
kept through faith unto falvation, out of whofe 
hands none are able to pluck us; oar very aftions 
are wrought in us, and carried on unto their end 
by the power ofChri^wbo hath mercy, wifedome , 
and ftrength enough to refcue us, as from the 
power oi hell and death > fo from the danger of 
our own fickle and fro ward hearts. To fee a man 
when hee is halfe a mile from his enemy draw a 
i word to encounter him j or take up a ftone to hit 
him, would bee but a ridiculous fpe&acle : for 
what could he doe with (uch weapons by his own 
ftrength at fuch a diftance ? But if he mount a 
canon , and point that levell againft the enemy 5 
this we doe not wonder at though the diftance be 
lb great ; becaufe though the a&ionbe originally 
his, yettfee effe&ofit proceedeth from the force 
of the materials and inftruments which he ufeth, 
to wit, the powder,the bullet 3 the fire y the canon. 
It feemed abfurd in theeye of the enemy for little 
David with a Shepheards baggeand a fling rogoe 
againft ColUb an armed Gyant: and it produced in 

hit 
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his proud heart much difdaiae and infulration, 
l Sam, 17,41,4 1,43, But when wee heare David 
mention the name of Godwin the ftrength and con- 
fidence whereof he came againft fo proud an ene- 
my , this makes us conclude wcake Dn//Vftrong 
enough to encounter with great Gol tab. It is not j 
our own ftrength>but the love of God which isifte 
foundation of our triumph over all enemies, Rom. 

But forue vrill then (ay, then we may be fecure; 
If Gods grace and power be our alone ftrength > 
then Ictus commit our felves and our falvation 
unto him, and in the meane time give over all 
thoughts and care of it our felves, and live as wee 
lift* no aft of ours can fruftrate the eounfell or 
the love of God. To this we anfwer with the A* 
poftle, God forbid* Though the enemies of Free 
Grace doe thus argue, yet they who indeed have 
the grace of God in their heartSjhave^/^ learned 
Cbrtft : For it is againft the form ill nature of the 
grace and Spirit of Chrift co differ thofe in- whom 
it dwelledi to give over themfelves unto fecurity 
and neglect of God : for grace is a vluli and aftlve 
principle , and doth fo work in m y as that it doth 
with alt difpofe and direft us unto working to. 
The property of grace is to fight againft and to 
kill finne t as being moft extremely contrary unto 
it 1 and therefore it is a moft irrritioriall way of 
arguing to argue from the being of grace to the 
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life of finne* f ff» that are dead to finne , 
Z/i^e longer therein I Rom.6.1* If we be dead to 
finne, this is argument enough in the Apoftles 
judgement 3 why we {hould let our afte&ionson 
things above, Co/.^.z^* The grace of God doth 
not only ferve to bring falvation, but to teach us 
to deny tmgodlinejj'e and worldly lu$s 7 and to live [o- 
foriy^ righteoufly and godly % in this prefint world 3 
Tit 9 t a 1,12. He who hath decreed [afoation as the 
end y hath decreed alfo all the antecedent meanes 
unto that end to be ufed in a mzmzt [uteahle to 
the condition of reafona&le and voluntary agents run- 1 
to whom it belongs , baving their minds by grace 
tffightnedj and their wiffs by grace prevented , to 
cooperate with the fame grace in the further purfii* 
ante of their falvation* And if at any time cor- 
ruption flhould in Gods children abufe his grace 
and efficacy unto fuch prefumptuousrefolutions 5 
they would quickly rue fo unreafonable and car- 
nail a way of arguing^ the wofullfenfe of Gods 
difpleafure in withdrawing the comforts of his 
grace from them, which would make them ever 
after take heed how they turned the grace of God 
into wantonrefle any more. Certainely 3 the more 
the fervants of God are ajjured of bis afliftance, 
the wore carefull they are in ufing it unto his 
own fcrvice. Who morefureofthe grace of God 
then the Apoftle Paul^ who gloried of it as that 
that made him what he was, By thegraceo[ God I 
am that! amyvbo knew that Gods Grace was fuffici* 
ent for him j and that nothing could feparate him 
'/him the love of Chrift j who knew whom he had be- 
lieved 
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lieved^ and that theg race of the Lord was exceeding 
abundant towards him ? and yet who more tender 
and fcarefull of finne ? who more fet againft cor- 
ruption? more abundant in duty? more pre fifing 
unto perfection, then he ? This is the nature of 
grace to animate and a&uate the faculties of the 
foulein Gods fervice, to ratificour Covenants a 
and to enable us to perfonne them. 

Fourthly a As it is Angular comfort to the fer- 
vants of God, That their own wills and purpofes 
are in Gods keeping, and fo they cannot ruine 
themfelves * fo is it alfo, That all other mens 
mils and refolutions are in Gads keeping too , fo 
that they (hall not be able to purpofe or refolve 
on any evill againft the Church, without leave 
from him. So then firft , when the rage and pa Ax- 
ons of men break out, Tribe divided againft Tribe, 
brother againft brother, father againft child % 
head againft body* when the band of unity 
which was wont to knit together this flourish- 
ing Kingdom , is broken like the Prophets ftaffe , 
and therewithal! the Beauty of the Nation mifer- 
ably withered and decayed (for thefe two goe ft ill 
together, Beauty and Bands y Zacb^n^oyl^) we 
muft look on all this ss Gods own work. It was he 
that fent an evill fpirh between Abimeltch and the 
menofSbechem for the mutuallpunifhmentof the 
finnes of one another, ludg.g.z j. It was he who 
turned the hearts of the Egyptians to hate his People 
and to deale fuhtilly with them/fal t io^z$. He fent 
the Affyhn againft his people giving him a charge 
to take thefppyle and the prey y and to tread them down, 
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tike the mire of the (Ireets 5 Efay ic.i 6*6. He ap- 
pointed the {word of the King of babykn } by his 
overruling direction to got agai&ft ludah and not 
againft the Ammonites^ Eze&.ti.i 922* He by the 
fecret command of bis providence marked fume 
for faktys aad gave tommijfion to kill and flay 0* 
thers y Ezek.g.q y 5. It is be who giveth Jacob for 
a fpoyle and ijrae! to the robber$ y axd fownth out up- ! 
on them the pength of batteli y -E/iy 42. 24,25. If 
there be evillin a City y in a Kingdome s the Lord 
bath done it, Amos 3.5, Efay^.j. This confide- 
ration Is very ufefull both to humble when 
we confider that God hath a controverfie againfl: 
the Land y snd that it is he whom we have to 
1 do withali in tbefe fad commotions that are in the 
Kingdomesj and to quiet and filtnce m % that we 
may not dare murmurre at the courfe of his wife 
and righteous proceedings with us : and to direS 
*s with prayer, faith , and patience /to implore, 
and in his good time to expeft fuch aniline and 
clofe as wc are fure fball be for his own glory 9 and 
for themanifeftationof hhmercy towards his peo- 
ple, and his luftice towards all that arc implacable 
enemies unto Sion* 

2. In the troubles of the Church this is matter 
of lingular comfort,that however eniraies may fay. 
This and that wc will doe, hither ani thither we 
will goe; though they may combine together and 
bee mutually confederate 5 Pfal.$jatf 4 and gird 
themfelves^and take counfell^and (peak the word 5 
yet in all this God hath the casing vo)ce m There 
is little heed to be given unto what Efbraimfahb^ 
■' except 
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except God fay the fame : without himwhatfo- 
ever is coun[elkd l fhall come to nought^ whatfcever 
is decreedot fpoken, fba'l not fland^Efay 8.?,io.wee ' 
have a lively Hypotypofis or description of the 
fwifr., confident and furious march of the great 
Hoaft of Smacharib towards lerufalem , with the 
great terrors and confirmation of the Inhabitants 
in every place where they came, weeping, flying! 
removing their habitations> Efay 10,18^0,30,31* 
and when he is advanced unto Nob, from which 
place the City lerufalem might be feen>be there 
{hook his hand again ft leruf&km } threacningwhat 
he would doe unto it. And then when the waters 
were come to the very neck,and the AflirUn was 
in thehigth of pride and fury, God fent forth a 
prohibition againft all their refolutions s andthat 
huge Army which was for pride and number, like 
the thick Trees of Lebanon , were fuddenly cut 
down by a mighty one, to wit, by the Angel of 
the Lord> verf, 33, 34. compared with E&ek^i* 
^to.Efay 17,12,13,14, 37. 3^. therefore,* 

|. Our greateft buficefle is to apply our felves 
to God, who alone is the Lord that bealeth usj^vho 
alone can joyne the two flicks of Ephraim and ludah % 
and make them one , Exod.15.26. Ezek*$j m i9 0 
that he would ftill the raging of the Sea^and com- 
mand acalmeagaioe. He cam fay^Ephraim ft a 11 fay 
thus and thus ; bee hath the hearts of Kiags, and 
confequendy of all other men in his hands, 
/Wu.21,1. and he can turn them as rivers of 
ter 7 which way foever he will , as men by art can 
derive waters and divert them from one courfe to 

Nnn another 
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another (as they did in the Siege of Babylon^ as 
Hiftorians tell us s vr hereunto the Scripture feem- 
cth toreferre, E/aj 43.15,16. E .ftM4«*7»i8. 
7^.50.38, 7er.51.56, ) he can fway, alter, divert, 
overrule the purpofes of men as it pleafeth him, 
reconciling Lambs and Lions unto one mother 7 
Efay ii,*.making7/^/ ) £^jfpf 5 md AffyrU agree 
together, Efay 19 . 24, 2 5 . hee can fay to Balaam 
Bleffe, when his minde was to Curfe,/0jKa4.io. 
he can turn the math of habm into a covenant of 
kindneffe with lacob^ ffw.g 1. 24^44. and when Efau 
had advantage to execute his threats again ft his 
brother, he can thenturne refolutions of cruelty 
into kiffes, Gen. 33. 4. and when Saul hath com* 
parted David and his men round about, and is 
mod likely to take them, he can even then take 
him off by aneceffarydiverfion,! a 3.2^27, 
28, This is the comfort of Gods people , 1 hac 
what ever men fay, except God fay it to, it fhail 
come all to nothing. He can reftraine the wrath of 
men whenfoever ir pleafeth him,and he will doe it, 
when it hath proceeded fo farre as to glwijie his 
power , and to make way for the more notable mani- 
feffation of his gtodwjje to his people, Pfal.76.io. 
And thus fane of Gods anfwer to the Covenant 
of Ephraim* They promifed to renounce Idols , 
and here God promifeth that they (hall renounce 
them. 

Now there are two things more to be obferved 
from this expreflion, whit have I to doe any 
more with Idols? i, That in true Convcrfion God 
miketh our fpeciali finne to be the objeft of our 

greateft 
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grcateft deteftation : which point hath been 
opened before- 2- From thofe words any mm % 
That the nature of true repentance is To break ft* 
*jf,as the expttflion is, Dan.^ay* and not ro fuf- 
fer a man to continue any longer in 1^X001. tf* 1,2 • 
It mikes a man efteeme the ttmepafi fufficient to 
have wrought the will of the Gentiles , 1 Pet*q, 
2,3. and is exceeding thrifty r f the time to co ne, 
fo to redeem it as that God may have ic alUdorh 
not linger y nor delay , nor make ob'eftions, or 
ftick at inconveniences, orraife doubts whether 
it be feafonable to goe out of Egypt and Sodome or 
no : Is not at the fljggards language modo modo } 
a little more flecp, a little more flamben nor ae 
Jgrippas language almoft thouperjmadefi me ; nor 
at Fdsx his language) when I have a convenient fed- 
fon 1 wAi fend for thee : but immedUtlj refolves 
with Paul not to conferre with flefti and blood , 
Gal, 1 ■ 1 5, and makes ha(lc to flie from the wrath to 
come, while it is yet to come, before it overtake 
as, Lmk* 5 . 7* doth not make anxious or cavilling 
queftiom, what fball I doe for the hundred talents ? 
How (hall I maintaine my life , my credit* my 
family ? how fhall I keep my friends ? how ftiall 
I prelerve mine interefts,or fupport mine eftate > 
but ventures the lofle of all for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Chrift,4£tftki j^.Pft'/.j^S. 
is contented to part with a skie-full ofStarres for 
one Sunne of Kighteoufnefle, The Converts that 
returne to Chrift , come like Dromedaries , like 
rowi 3 likej5i/f s^no mngs^vo failes can carry them 
faft enough from their former courfes unto him, 

Nnn* 
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Efa .£o.£,7,8 3 Abraham is up betimes in the 
morning though it be to the facrificingofa Son, 
Ge&,2t.% m David makes hafle ^anddelayes not when 
he is to keep Gods tomm&ndtments , PfaL 1 ,^ o. 
when Chrift called his Dlki^ks^immediately they 
left their nets> their Ship , their Father, and fol- 
loured him, Mattb.^.io^t* This is the mighty 
power of Repentance^ It doth not give dilatory an- 
fmn^ It doth not fay to Chrift, got away now , and 
come to morroTP^thm I willheare chce • I zm not 
yet old enough, or rich enough, I have not gotten 
yet pleafure, or honour, or profit, or preferment 
enough by my finnes 5 but prefently ithearesand 
entertaineshim, I have finne enough already to 
condemn, to fhame, to flay me 5 I have fpent 
time and ft re ngth enough already upon it,for fuch 
miferable wages as (hame and death come to 5 
Therefore I will never anymore have to doe with 
it* This is the fweet and mo ft ingenuous voyce of 
Repentance; The thing which l fee not , Teach me y 
and if I have done iniquity J will doe no more \ lob 34, 
32. There is no finne more contrary to repen* 1 
tance then ^poftacie ; for godly forxow worketh 
Repentance umo [ahation which the foule never 
finds reafbn to repent of, 2 C<w% 7«i%ii. Let us 
therefore take heed of an eviil heart of unbelief e in 
departing from the living God y Heb.$. 12, and of 
drawing back unto perdition, Heb m 10, ; 9* of dif- 
milling our yfo/w, as the Jewesdid their fervants % 
ler* 34,16* and calling them back again; tot Satan 
ufually returnes with feven more wicked fpirits , and 
smketh the laft ftate of fuch a man worfe then the 
faft, 
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firft, Luktii.tS. Ground which hath been along 
time laid down from tillage unto pafture , if af- 
terwards it bee nm broken , will bring a much 
greater crop of corne^then it did formerly when 
it was a common field. And fo the heart which 
hath been taken off fromfinne, if it returnetoit 
againe, will bee much more fruit full then before. 
As lean bodies have many times the flrongefi appe- 
tite s fo tuft when it hath beene kept leane , re- 
names with greater hunger unto thofe objects that 
feed it. A flreame which hath been flopped , will 
runne more violently being once opened a- 
gaine. Therefore in Repentance wee rauft (hake 
hands with finne forever, and refolve never more 
to tamper with it* 

Now in that the Lord faith , I have heard him 
and obferved him * wee learn hence : Fir ft, That 
God hearerh and anfwereth the prayers only of 
penitents* When a man refolves I will have no 
more to doe with finne 3 thcn 3 not till then } doth his 
prayer finde way to God, Impenitencie clogs the 
wing of devotion, and (tops its pafTage unto Hea- 
ven. The perfon muft be accepted before the peti- 
tion : Chrijf iefus is the Priefl that offereth^and the 
Altar which fan&ifiethallour fervices, 1 P*f.2*5. 
Efay 5^-7* And Chrift will not be their Advocate 
in Hea%en y who refute to have him their King on 
earth. The Scripture is in no point mare ex- 
prefle then in this- /jT / regard iniquity in my bean a 
the Lord mil not hare m?^ Pfal.6 5.i 8, Prayer i& a 
po wring out of the heart * if iniquity be harboured 
there, prayer is obftru&edj and if it doe break 

out 
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outfit will have the fent and favour of that iniqui- 
ty upon it. The facrifce ef the wicked is am abomi- 
nation to the Lord % Ftqva^S. boHi b emit it is 
impure in it felfe, and ha^h no Aha: to frndifie 
it* He that turneth away hit tars jrmn hearing the 
Lam , even his prayer fball be an a fam matron- , Prov. 
*8.?. Great reafon that Cod fhould refufe to 
heare him whorcfufeth to heare God ; that bee 
who will not let God beteech him (as hee dorh 
in his word, 2 Cor, 5,20*) fhould not he allowed 
to bcZc-eth God, Pr1wj.i4.a8. Efa+ 1.15- 
eare is not heaviexhzt it cannot he are, lutiniquine 
fepar&tet between us and bim 5 and hides bis free 
that heewill not heare, Efay 55?*i>2- f^.S.iS, 
God ke&reth not finners y Iob m ? m $x. the prcVilcrcy 
of prayer is this that it is the prayer of a righteous 
wan y lam.^ . 1 £*And indeed no wicked man can pray 
in the true and proper notion of prayer. It is 
true v there is a kinde of prayer of mt£tre y whcn men 
cry in their diftrefles unto the God and Author 
of nature, for fuch good things as nature feeleth 
the want of, which God in the way of hisgenerall 
providence and common mercies is fometiraes 
pleafed to anfvrer futeably to the natural! de fires 
of thofe that ask them. But the prayer of faith 
(which is the true notion of prayer 3 £i»».io.r 4 , 
'J*w». 5»n.) goes not to God as the Author of 
nature , but as the God of grace, and the Father of 
Cbrift, and doth not put up meer natur&ff % b ut 
' spiritual requefts unto him as to an heavmly Fat her % 
which requefts proceed ftom the fpirit of grace 
and fupplication, teaching us to pray as we ought, 

Zach 
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Zach. 1 2»io . R om* 8,2 ^17. Gd.^6. So that they 
who have not the fpirkof Chrift enabling them 
to cry Abba father ,are not able to pray a prayer of , 
faith. Prayer hath two wills concurring in it when I 
ever it is right, Our will put forth in defires 9 and] 
tfwfc »/// refpededastheni/e of thofedeiires ;for 
we are not allowed to defire what wee will our 
felves of God a bat we muft according to hs will y 
1 loh^a^* Now wheufoever imftnitent finners 
pray for ffirhuall things, they doe ever pray con- 
trary to one of thefc Two wills: when they pray 
for mmy and pardon 5 they pray agshft Gods 
willy for that which God will not give : for mercy 
is propofed to, and provided for thofe that fsr*> 
fake fiwe $ Prov.iS.i$» hee who chofeth to hold 
faft finne* doth by hisoj?&eU8io& forfake raercy : 
for thtgoodnejje of God leads to ref$£tmce y R 0^.2,4. 
Gods mercy is zhoty mercy. It will pardon finne 
forfait en ^ but ir will not p rvteB finne retained. A- 
gaine * when they pray for gwe y they pray againfi 
their Qwn\mll y for that which they themselves 
would not have: It is inspoffibfeihat a man fhould 
fo mally will the IxoldUg faff and continuing in 
finne (as every im penitent man doth) and with the 
fame will fh *u Id truly defire the receiving of 
grace^ which isqeftru&ivero the continuance of, 
finne : a Ufa wicked man doe truly wft the grace 
o f God when he prayesfor iij why d'Jth he refufe 
the fame gr<ace, when he beareth it in the Mini (try 
of the Word offered umoMui ? If GoH ofifcr it, 
and he define it^how comes it not to be received ? 
Certainly there is not any thing in the corrupt 
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heart of man by nature which can willingly clofc 
with any farcifying grace of the Spirit of Chrift, 
Selfe-deniall is a concomitant in all A£ts ofgrdc e 5 
and felfe-fteking in all Afts of and therefore 
where there is nothing but luft, there can be no 
reall volition of grace which is fo contrary un- 
to it. 

This teachethus to hzvzpenitent refolutions, 
and fpi ritual I simes in all our prayers t if we would 
have them pre vaile at the throne of grace .We are 
now under the heavy calamity of a Civiilwarre : 
And very defirous we are it (hem Id be removed 5 
we fuffer and languid and fret^and pine away, and 
we complaine everywhere of want, and violence* 
But who fet themfelves to cry mightily to God, 
and call upon their foule as the Marriners upon 
Jonah y O thou fleeper^what meanest thou 7 arife y call 
upon 6odt Haply we goe fo farre, we pray too, 
and yet receive no anfwer,becaufe we ask amijje, 
Urn. 4.1,2,3. wee are troubled that our luffs are 
abridged of their fuel!, or that our nature is de- 
prived of her necefiarie$,and for thefe things wee 
pray. But till our troubles bring us to feek God 
more then our felves ; make us more fenfible of 
his wrath then of our own wa&ts ; more difpleafed 
at what offends him , then at what pincheth and 
opprejjetb our felves 5 we cannot promife our felves 
an anfwer of peace. The Marriners cryed^and the 
Tempeft continued ftill, hnah was to be caft over; 
fo long as there was a fugitive from God in the 
Ship , the ftorme would not ceafe. Never can we 
promife our felves any comfortable fruit of our 
prayer) 
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prayers, till the a ime oft hern i%fpirituall^n God 
may be honoured, that his Church may be clean fed 
and reformed, that our lives maybe amcndcd,that 
what fo ever forfakes God in us may be caft away, 
TiWGods whole mrk be performed uponWunt S ion & 
upon lerufalem , we cannot promile our fclvcs that 
he will call in his Commiffion Sc Charge to take 
the fpoile and the prey , Efay i 0 . 12. And there- 
fore our grcateft wifedome is to confider what 
God calls for, to make it our prayer,and endea- 
vours, that his will and counfell i may be fulfilled s 
the more wee make God our end, the fooner we 
ftiall recover our peace againe* 

Secondly, We leain, that our performance of ^ 
duty , doth depend much upon Gods hearing and 
answering of prayer. Ephraim will have no more 1 
to doe with Idols, becaufe God hath heard him. 
rrayer is the key of obedience^ and the introduction 
unto duty. The principles of duties are, mfdome 1 
to know and order them $ mil to defirc and intend 
them 5 firength to performc and perievere in the 
doing of them : And all thefe are the product of 
Prajer* if any want m[edome % let him ask it of God^ 
lam.\*%* to Solomon did, 1 Kings 3,9 . and who am 
I , and what is my people faith David y that wee 
fhouid bee able to offer {o willingly $ for all things 
come of thee , 1 Chrwa?* 14. and the ApofUe 
prayes for the Ef he fans that God would grant 
them to bcflrengthned with wight by his Spirit in 
the inward man , Eph.$.\6. the principles of duty 
are the fruits of prayer y and therefore the per- 
formance of duty doth much depend on the 
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hearing and anfwering of prayer. 
Thirdly , We learn from Gods ohferving, or ha- 

* ving a care full and vigilant eye upon Ephraim 9 
That when we renounce all cams 11 and finfull con- 
fidence , and caft our fclves wholly upon God, 
engaging his eye of favour and providence unto 
us, this will be a mod fufficient protection again ft 
all the ctuclries of men. One would think when 
we heare a fmrd threatned , dafhingof Infants, 
ripping of women , the Prophet fhould have cal- 
led on them to take unto them weapons to make 
rcfifhnce (and certainly the u(e of meanes in fiach 
cafes is nccefTiry; the fword of the Lord doth not 
exclude the fwordof <W*0»O One would think x 
Take toyou word* } were but a poorc preparation 
a gain ft a deftroying enemy : yet this is all that 
the Prophet infifh on ; when the Afar i an comes 
againft you , doe you Take with you words$ your 
Up fhall be able to defend more then his Armies 
can annoy. Words uttered from a penitent 
heart in time of trouble unto God, are ftronger 
then all the preparations of flefhand blood, be- 
caufe that way as prayer and repentance goe f 
that way ^Wgoethtoo. Amdtk fightSjand Mtfes 
fpeaks unto God in behalfe of Jfrael $ and the 
lifting up of his hands prevailes more then all 
the ftrength of JfraelbzCides, Exod.if* i i ( i2,0« 
man of God that knowes how to manage the caufe 
oflfrael with him , is the Charms and horfemm of 
lfrael y iSam.2. 12, .What huge Armies did A[a and 
lehofbaphat vanquifti by the power of prayer? 
zCkratt t i$,ii. 10,23^5. Till God forbid prayer, 
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as he did to Ieremy } Ier t ja6. 1 1,14. and take of 
the hearts of his fer varus from crying unto him in 
behalfe of a people, we have reafonto hope that 
he vrill at laft think thoughts of mercy towards 
them, Exod,i<x .10, 14. and in the tseane timcj 
when they are reduced to the condition olf&ther- 
lejje children^ he will be a Guardian unto them* his 
eye of providence and tuition will obferve them, 
and take care of them$He is the Father of the father- 
le£e y and ludge of the mddo^even God in his holy ha~ 
hitdtion l F[&L6%**$* 

Now in that he faith, I sma green firre-tree , It 
is a pjomifemade in oppofitionto all the vaine 
fuccors which they relyed on before, intimating 
that in ftead of them he would be their ^defence 
and flicker , that they fhould not need to hide 
themfelvet under fuch narrow refuges. What fc- 
ever humane wifedome, wealth, power, or orher 
outward meanes men have to defend themfelvts 
witball 5 yet they fhall never finde any true and 
folid prote&ion but in and from God after found 
converfion unto him* The firre tree Pliny faith, ca- 
fteth not its leaves, & fo yeelds a perpetual I (hade 
both in winter and in fummer. To note that fouad 
converfion yeeldeth comfort in all conditions 
of life- Though the earth beremoved^and the mom- 
tames carried into themidjiofthe se^&c. PfaL^s. 
2} 3 . Habac. 3 • r 6, 1 f t 1 8 # However it be y God is goad 
to Ifrael^tf^ itfhallgoe mil with the right eou$>Jke mill 
he for a fmBuary to his people that they need not be 
ajfraidy Efay 8*12,13, 14. Ifyouwou T dhave your 
hearts above all the troubles of the world, get un- 

Ooo t der 



107 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



100 


J. (J \JQtffi(sfl 


1 


der this firre-tree, caft you felves under this pro* 
te&ion, get into the Chamber of Gods providence 
and promifes 5 and then though the troubles of the 
world may ftrip you of all outward comforts, yet 
God will be all unto you, 

Laflly, in that hee faith, From me is thy fruit 
found i We learfijthat though good* works be 0 ur$ 
when they are done by us, yet they come from God 
who enableth us to doe them ; m hare them a but 
Godmrketbznd produceth them in us: The duty 
is Mrs y but the efficacy and blefling is his* This 
falleth in with what hath been handled in the firft 
Doftrine ; and therefore I ftull fay no more of it* 


THE 
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Ho s e a Chap.14.ven9. 

p. Jf&a /r tfW&tf /E?^// underhand thefe things? 
Prudent^and he fhall know them $ for the wsfes of 
the Lord are right > and the jufl jball walk in 
them : but theiranfgrejjors fhall fall therein* 

teAteue Hefe words are a mo ft pathcricall 
KS1 Wo/*, and as it were a Seale which the 
JwS SIS Pf0 P^ et fctreth to all the Do&rinc 
jK^W^ of his whole book, and to thecourfe 
of his miniftry j implying, fir ft , A 
ilrong aff'everation of the rruth of all thofe things 
which he had in the name of God delivered unto 
them. Secondly 3 An elegant and forcible ex- 
citation of tfoc people unto a fad and ferious ponde- 
ring of them i laying to heart the fins therein char- 
ged, the duties therein required , the judgements 
therein threatned* the blefiings therein promifed. 
And withall thirdly, a tacit comf laintoi the pauci- 
ty of thofe who were wife unto falvation , and of 

the 
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I io The fevcntb Sermon 

the dc/perare uie which wicked men make of the 
word of God, and the Miniftry of his grace* 
namely 5 to ftumble at it 5 and to turne it unto them- 
fclves inro anoccafionofruine. 

who & wife ^andhs fball understands &c J The in- 
terrogation is firft afecrvtexprohrationoffolly un- 
to his hearers, or the greateft part of them : for fo 
this kinde of interrogation doth frequently in 
"•i Ghffii Scripture intimate either a negation or at leaft the 
Vttw.sm. rar *™jje and difficulty of the thing fpoken of; as j 
rra£U % carf. who hath known the minie of the Lerdi i Cor.z % i6* 
who fball lay any thing to thi charge of Gods EleB £ 
8 * 3 3 . Thefe are negatives, who knoweth the 
fewer of thine anger ? Pfal^oau who amongft 
ym will give tare to this ? Efay 42,2 $■ who hath 
believed our report} or to whom is the arme of the 
I Lord revealed I Efay 53. 1. Thefe are ReBriSives , 
Who ? that is, few or none are fuch. Secondly, 
An earneji mjb and defirc of the Prophet. O that 
men were wife to under ftand thefe things and lay 
them to heart! as s who fball deliver me from this 
hdy of death £ that is> O that I were delivered! Rem. 
jti^wbomBfhew usanygoodi PfaL$ m j, that is, 
O that any could doe it. Thirdly, A ftrong af- 
firmation or demonftration wherein true wifedome 
doth indeed confift ; and what men that are truly 
wife, will doe, when the wayes of God are by the 
Miniftery of his fervants fct forth before them* 
namely * ponder and eonfider the great weight 
and confequence of them , as tots 9 . 12. 1 5 * who is 
the wife man that may underhand thirt namely, as it 
folio wetb,/^ what the Land perifbeth^nd is burnt 

!?L 
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up like a wilderneife that none pafleth thorough ? j 
And the Lord faith , tecaufe they have forfaken my 
Lw, which I Jet before ihem y $cc. This is the cha- 
racter of a wife roan, to rcfolve the judgements that I 
are upon a people, into their proper original!, 1 
and not to al ledge mn caufam po caufa. Fourthly, 
a vehement awakening andqaiekning of the peo- 
ple unto this duty of fad attendance on the words 
which he had fpoken unto them, 2sExod.$2.26^ 
who is on the Lords fidei Let him come unto me. 
and 2 Kings 9. 32, Who is on my fide £ who I So it 
is , as if the Prophet fhould have fa id , There are 
none of you who have been my hearers, but would 
willingly retaine the reputation of wife and under- 
franding men, and would efteeme it an high indig- 
nity to bee recorded unto all Ages for fooles and 
mad men. Well* I have preached amongft you 
Viaany yeares together ( fixty are the feweft that 
we can well compute , fome fay feventy , others 
above eighty ) but alas , what entertainment hath 
mine EmbalTage received? what operation or fuc- 
cefie hath it had amongft you \ Are there not the 
Calves fiillftanding at Dm and Beihelt doe not 
carnall policies pre vaile ftill againft the exprefle 
will of God ? O if there be any wife, any prudent 
men amongft you* ( and O that all Gods people 
were fuch) let them, now at length in the clofe of 
my Miniftery towards them, {hew their wifedomc, 
by giving heed to what L have declared from the 
Lord,that they may learn to walk in Gods righte- 
ous wayes , and may not {tumble and perifh by 
them. 

Here 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



112 



Dux font partes 
Raima (earn- 
dktn Fkihfa- 

rvpwjx>) altera 
toytsiw > qua 

ta&o&ndmuf & 
dclibcramus vt 

vttte Arift. E- 
thk ]ib.6.ca i» 



ft J? oy qqhn- 
Arijt.EtbtCMb. 

t 'o) F m 

c£?^/ 3 XfitP At* 

lufiwAfar- 

Jgui thus! cm 
h rn. Dei y ib, 4. 



7?fc JeVen:b Sermon 



Here are two words ufcrd toexpreflc the wife- 
dome which God requireth in thoie who would 
fruitfully hearc his word; the one importing a 
mentall knowledge of the things, and the other a 
praSicall and prudent tall judgement in pondering 
them y and in difcerning the great moment and 
confequenceof them unto our etefnall weale or 
woe. So the Apoflle prayes for the Colofians, That 
they might be filled with the knowledge of Gods 
vrill in all wifedome and fpirituall under fandmg % \ 
CoL % In meere notionall things which are on- 
ly to be known for themfelves, and are not fur- 
ther reducible unto ufe and practice y it is fuffici- 
ent that a man knowes them, But in fuch things 
the knowledge whereof is ever in order unto a 
further M^there is required bcfide$*tht knowledge 
it felfe, a faculty of mfdmemd judgement to ap- 
ply S£ manage that knowledge refpc&ively to that 
end^and for the advancement of it .How we know 
that xheologicall learning is all of it praBUaU^ and 
hath an intrinfecall refpe& and order unto t mr- 
fhip and obedience : therefore it is called the know- 
ledge of the truth which is after godlinejfe 5 Tit.l.i. 
The fear e of the Lord is the beginning of wifedome ^ 
and a good understanding have all they that doe his 
Commandements > PfaL in.io* keep his judge* 
ments and doe them , for this is your wifedome and 
underfiandmg % Deut 9 q % 6 m theTzfoKy befides the bare 
knowledge of truth , there is required wi (Home, 
and fpirituall underftanding todireft that know- 

nom'mit opus von ag : t 3 Cfoiftidnvs mn ejft vidttitr* Salvia^ de Gu- 
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ledge unto thofe holy ufes and Caving ends for 
which is was intended. 

The doubling of the fentence Is the augmenting | 
of the fenfe, to note y that it is the fupremeand j 
mod excellent aft of wifdome and prudence fo | 
to know the word and the wayes of God, as with 
a practical! judgement to ponder them in order to 
ialvation. 

By the wyes of the Lord wee are to underfland 
1. The wayes of his Judgements % and of his won- 
derful! providence towards men ; which however 
to the proud and contentious fphit of the wicked 
they nuy kemeperverje and inordinate,and are to 
the eye of all mtn * uafearcbahfo % are yet by fpiri- 
tuall wifedorrie acknowledged to be mofl rig hteous 
and holy, to have no crookednefie or diforder in 
them 7 but to bee carried on in an even and ftrah 
way onto the ends whereon to his holy coimfeil 
doth d ire ft them. His norks are ptrftft, and alt his 
wayes are Iudgement 7 Deut. 31.1. When leremy had 
aminde to plead with the Lord concerning his 
ludgements s yet he premifeth this as a matter un- 
queftionable that Ged was righteous in the,// all , 

3, The wayes of his willmrd y and mrfbip* fo the 
word is often taken in Scripture to fignifie the Do- 
ftrine which men teach 3 as Matth.tz 16. ^#.13. 
lo» 18.75. 22*4. and damnable herefies are 
called pernicious Mjtt5,inoppofition to the way of 
trutb^zFet % t t %. and the rites or rules of corrupt 
worfhip are called by the Prophet the way af Beer- 
fbe&a^mos %A$+Pind thefe wayes of Godarclike- 
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wife very ftra it 5 which carry men on in afureline 
unto an happy endj^.r 9 »8 # whereas wicked wayes 
have crooked nefle and perverfnefle in them y PfaL 
125*5* and this way feeraes here chiefly to bee 
meanr^becaufe it followes , The luft will walk in 
them^xbit is 3 they will fo pondpr and judge of the 
righteous wayes of God in his words as to make 
choyce of them for their way of bappinefle 
wherein they intend to walk,as the Pfafmift fpeaks, 
J have chfen the way of thy truth 5 PfaL 1 ig. go* 
PfaL 2 5a 2. Whereas wicked men being offended 
at the purity of divine truth > doe ftumble and fall 
into perdition, as the Chaldee Paraphraft exprefleth 
this place. 

The words are a powerfull and patheticall ftir- 
?ing up of the people of ifraeI y xmto the confidera- 
t ion and obedience of the do&rines taught by the 
Prophet in this whole Prophecie* The arguments 
which he ufeth,are drawn 5 firft, from the character 
of the per fans : who is wife^he fhall under fandficc. 
Secondly /rom the nature of the do3ri#et&ugbtfcr 
the wayes of the Lord are right. Thirdly^ from a 
double ufe and fruit of it made by different forts 
of men. To the luft^ It is a way of happinefle,tbey 
will walk 1 To the wicked^ it is an occafion of 
Humbling, They will fall therein* 

Touching the perfons^ we obferve two things j 
the oneintimatedjtheirp^i^ithe other exprcfled^ 
their fmdencem 

From the former confideration we may note, 
That there are_/w men who are wife mt$fah*tim 
and who doe ferioully attend and manage the mi- 

niftry 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



niftry of the word unto that end. If there bee 
any kinde of accidental! Lenocimum to allure the 
fancies, orcuriofities* or cuftomary attendances 
of men on the ordinances : elegancy in the fpeaker, 
novelty and quaintnefle in the matter 7 Credit 
or advantage in the duty ; upon fueh inducements 
many will wait on the word $ fome to hearc zfaeet 
fengi Ezek, 33.32. others to heare fome ntw 
doSriae 9 M. 17. 19* fome for Leaves 1 to pro- 
mote their fecular advantages* lob. <s. ? 6 - having 
one and the felfc fame reafon of following Chrift 
which the Gadarens had when they entreated 
him to depart from their coafts. But very few 
there are who doe it propter fi t and with refpeS 
to the primary ufe and intention of it. Our Pro- 
phet feetnes to doe, as the Philosopher did* who 
lighted a candle at noooe to finde out a wife man 
indeed* to runne to and fro through the ftreets, and 
in the Broad places * to finde a man that feeketh the 
truths as the Lord commanded the Prophet lere* 
my y Ut % 5* 1* How doth the moft elegant of all 
the Prophets complaine 5 who bath hleeved our 
Report £ ifa* 5 $.1* How doth the moft 

learned of the Apoftles complaine, that the prea- 
chingofthe Gofpel mstUccmcdfoolifh^es^ 1 con 
1.23* Noah was a Preacher of righteoufnefle to 
a whole world of men y and yet but eight perfons 
faved from the flooded fome of them rather for 
the families fake then their owne* 1 P^.3.20. 
Paul preached to an whole Academy at i^dthens^znd 
but a very few converted 3 ^#.17.3 4. fome difpu- 
ted 7 and others mocked , but few beleeved the 
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things which they were not ab)e to gain-fay. He- 
zekiah fent itKftengers into a'l ifrael to invite 
them unto the true worfhip of God uierujatem j 
but they were mocked and laughed to fcorne, and 
a remnant only humbled thcmfelves and came to 
Ierufalem , 2 Chron. 30. io, 1,1. ( whereunto the 
Prophet fecmeth to allude Efay ty. 6. 24. 13.) 
Though a gannt be difchajged at a whole flight 
of birds, there are but a few killed. Though the 
net bee fpread over the whole pond , but a few 
fifhes are taken ; many thru ft their heads into 
the mud, and the net pafleth over them : and fo 
moft bearers doc bufe their heads- with their own 
fenfuall or worldly thoughts , and fo efcape the 
power of the word. In the richeft Mine that is, 
there is much more earth and drone digged out, 
then pure metal I. Chrifts flock in every place 
is but a little flock, Luk. 12.32. Few chofen, Math, 
20. 16. few laved, Luk, 13.23. few that finds the 
narrow way which leadeth unto life, Mttlkj.iz 
14. The fa[e$ Creatures are ufually the moft nu. 
merow } as flies, and vermine : b thofe that are more 
noble, are more rare to. The people of the God 
of Abraham are in theScripturc-ftile Princes and 
Nobles, Pp/,47, 9.AB 17.11. 1 Pet. 2.3, ail d 
how few are mch kinde of men incompartfon of 
the vulgar fort? They are indeed many in tbem- 
fejves, Heh. t.10. Revel, 7. 9, but very few and 
thin being compared with the reft of the world. 

We muft therefore learne not to be offended or 
difcou raged by the paucity of fincere ProfelTours, 
no more then wee are in a civjll State by the pau- 
city* 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



upon Hosea, Chap.i^.virfg. 



117 



city of wife Counfellors and Polititians in com- ' 
parifon of the vulgar people. It is no ftrange 
thing at all in any focieries of men to fee thc&v*-' 
ktr part more then the mfer. If but few attend 
the right wayes of the Lord, and walk in them, 
remember it is a work of mfedome y and fuch wife- 
dome as cometh from above , and hath no feeds or 
principles in corrupt nature out of which it 
might bee drawne : nay againft which all the vi- 
gour of earn a 11 re^fon doth exalt it ielfe ; fo that 
the c more natural I wifedome men have , the more c jw** d 9 nu 
in danger they are to defpife and undervalue the ^^^^ 
wayes of God, as being better able to reafon and ^difd^lL 

Cbr/flt &c. vid. 
Aug* de civic. 
\ Dei lib. to. c. 
19. & lib, 13. c. 



to cavil 1 againft the ra,- Math, n. 25. AB t £-xt* 
loh* 7, 48* 1 Cor, i.ao, 28, 2, 8, 2 Cor. to* 5 <s. 
Therefore firft in the miniftry of the word wee 
muft continue our labour, though Ifrael be not ga- 
thered s Efay 49.-4.j5. wee muft ftretch out our! 
hands , though it be to a disobedient and gain. fsymg 
people y Efsy $ 5, 2. whether they will he are, or whe- 
ther they mR forbewe^ we muft (peak unto them, be 
they never fo rebellious, Ezek. 2. 7. and the rea- 
fon if, becaufe the word is never in vaine, but it 
doth ever frofper in the work whereunto God fm& 
if, Efay 55* 11. If men bee righteous* they walk - y 
if wicked , they fumble * $ and in both there is a 
fweet favour unto God y 2 Cor.z. 1 5 . Gods work is 
accomplished, his glory promoted , the power of 
his Gofpel commended in the one and the other c : j 

ft, 0 yfy %jd'im if»s umif hi Ktiv^ot hiytnat ply yjpw &*<teiir*iv z to, 
JWaAi iWxe/P Plutarch* Jgx d Strict dottam al fatdiora pietis. pLv^ov th wt&Kip£$*^ 
fjtw, tw/s «ar»flip5) ffy a Nffi** Horn. 3 . in Cat. Is, ih iik\qw uuftoy injacttT]^ 
xj pthzufat xiyovai, Fhitarch, itf conjuiaUb^vtctpt, 
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\v*Jyiki*9 

xfrtttftov. Ct m t 
A 'ex* in Pro, re- 

> 'carpet rosd 

fa/ftp Tthztn tty 
?Ayvft t cltm* 
<tdxg<ib \,<ap, 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



The f&Vent b Sermon 



as th€ vertue of a [met favour h f-ene as well by 
the antipathy which one creature hath unto it, as 
by the refrefhmetzt which another receivcth from 
it : the ftrength of a rock, as by holding up the 
houfe that is built upon it>fo by breaking in pieces 
the fhip that doth dafh againft it : the force of 
the fire as well by eonfuming the dro0e, as by 
refining the gold : the power of the water, as well 
in finking the (hip that leakes, as in lupporting 
the {hip that is found. The pillar of the cloud 
was as wonderfull in the darknefle which it caft 
upon the Egyptians , as in the light which it gave 
unto the ifraelitesjEocod, 14.20. The power of the 
Angel as great in ftriking terror into the fou Id i- 
ers, as in fpeaking comfort unto the woman, 
Secondly, In attendance on the 
Word , wee muft refolve rather to walk with the 
wife though few, then to follow a multitude to doe 
evilly and to Humble with the wicked, though 
they be many ; rather enter the Ark with a few, 
then venture the flood with a world of finners : ra- 
ther goe three or foure out of sodome, tften bee 
burnt for company : We muft notafFeft m Hu- 
morous ftnguUrity in differing unneceflarily from 
goodmen,being one (or* Paul againft Apolle^no* 
ther for Apollo againft Cephas : but we muft ever 
affe& an holy and pious fingukrity in walking con- 
trary unto evill men, in Aiming as lights in the 
midfi of a crocked and perverse Natim^ Phila*i$* 
for the righteous is more excellent then his neigh- 
1 bor m PnvA 2 .2 € m Though there be but few in the 
f wj, there will bee many in the endof the journey: 

! : a4 
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As the Tribes and families went up divided to- 
wards lerufahmy but when they were come thither, 
they appeared every me of them before God in si- 

Secondly, In that the Prophet calleth upon his ^ gm 
hearers to attend unto his dofitrine by this argu- 
ment becaufe it will be an evidence of their pru- 
dence and wifdome, welearn^Ihattrue and folid 
wifdome doth draw the heart to know aright, name- , 
Iy,to eonflder & ponder the }udgements 5 ble flings, 
' wayes 7 and word of God in order to the chiefe 
ends 3 and accordingly to dire& all their conven- 
tion : for in Gods account that knowledge which 
^doth notcdifie>is no knowledge at all, iCor*Z*i + 
None are bis wife men^hich are not wife untafal- 
vation^ 2 Tim* 3*15. who doe not draw their wife- 
dome from his Word, and from his Commande- * 

There is A a twofold wifdome^ as the Fhilofo- 
pher diftinguiflietb , w 1 * »a«* and : wife- 

dome in fome b particulars^ as wee cfteeme every 
man who is excellent in his piofeffion 3 tobee 
a wife man emfque , fo farre as concernes the 
managing of that profeClion : as when a man 
knowes all the neceffary principles and maximes 
of that way wherein he is* the righted thereof 
and the proper condufions deducible from thofe 
principles, and dirigible unto thole ends- And 
next % mfedome in general! and in perfe&ion , 
which is of thofe principles , ends , and con- 
clufions which are univerfaily and moft tranfeen- 
dently neccfiary unto a mans chiefefi and w^jiiJS.^ 

general! \ 
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gextergll good t and this the c Philofopherealleth 1 
the knowledge of the rnofl excellent and honour at It 
things > or of the lafi end ^6 chiefe good of nun. 
Now the end by how much ihe rrore fupreme f 
perpttttt'J^ud ultimate \t by fo much the more it 
hath of excellency and goodntfje in it^ as bearing 
thereby moft exaft proportion and conveniency 
to the Joule of man <*: for the foule being immor* 
tall it felfe 5 can have no fin all latisfadion from 
any^Gffd which is mortaS and perifhablc : and be* 
ing withall fohrgeand unlimited^ that the rea- 
fonings anddefircs thereof extend unto the whole 
latitude ofgoodne£e 7 being not retrained unto this 
or that kinde, but capable of defiring ard judging 
of all the different degrees of goodnefle which are 
in all the whole variety of things, it can therefore 
never finally acq uie fee in any but the moft univer- 
[all and comfrebenfive g€odne£e^ in the nearer or 
more remote participation whereof confiftetb the 
different good neffe of a 11 other things. 

This fupreme and abfolnte gcodntjje can indeed 
be but one f all other things being good by the 
participation of that. There is none gotd but One^ 
that it Gcd y Mattb*i9* ij. But becaufe there are 
Two forts of men in the world » righteous and 
wicked, the feed cf the mman^ and the feed of the 
Serpent: therefore corfequently there arc Two 
forts of ends which thefe men doe differently pur 
fue. The end of wicked men is a happinefle 
which they out of their own corrupt jugdements 
doe fhape unto tbetnfelves, and unto which they 
doe finally carry all the motions of their foules 5 
. called 
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called in Scripmre the fltafuresof fmne y and the 
wages of iniquity % Heb* 11.25. 2 fit. 2. J 5. that 
thing whatfoever it is^ for obtaining whereof men 
dodireft all their other endeavours,as profit 3 p!ea- 
fare, and honour or power 1 and there are mediums 
exa&ly praportionaMe ur^o thefe ends • namely, 
the lufts of thefiejhjche l*fts oftheeyts^nd the pride 
of life 3 1 M. *. 1 5. And there is, a wifdomeconfoqant 
unto thefe ends &ndmeanes f and fit to direct and 
manage thefe lufts unto the attaining of thofe 
ends; which therefore the Apoftle calleth the 
wifedofne ofthefiefh or corrupt nature, Rom m S.y, 
and S.fames i a wifdome earthly^fenfuall^and divelsjh^ 
James 3.15. earthly^ managing the fojjts of the eyef 
unro the ends of gai^e* fenfuall ■ managing the 
luftsoftheflefb unto ends of pleafure * and divflifh. 
managing the pride of life unto ends of power. 
But fuch wifedotne as this, God efteemes very 
fcoliitrt^e j My people arefoolifhjfoniffj children^ 
they have no under (landing: Why ? They are wife 
todoetvill^but to doe good they have no knowledge, 
/fl\4.22. wifedome is oncly unto that which Is 
£*tf^ heis the wifeft man who is fimple and igno- 
rant in tbetradeof evill, RomA6 t \9* If any man 
amongft you feemeth to bee wife in this world t 
let him become a fosle that bee may he wife % 
1 Cor. 3 . t%. 

On the o ther fide f t he true and ultimate end of 
righteous mentis Almighty *Godg$ moft glorious 
in himfelfe, and moft£00*/unto us 5 or the feefcing 
of bts glory f that he may be honoured by us : and 
of our own fafoation y that wee may bee glorified 
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by him. The fruit ton of him as the higheft and firjt 
in gemre veri y and the greateft and laft in genere 
hw\the chiefeft objeft for the rninde to reft in 
by knowledge i and the heart by love : this muft 
needs bee the beft of all ends, both in regard of 
the t excellency of it, as being Infinitely and moll 
abfohrely good : and iti regard of eternity y fo 
that the IbuTe having once the poflfeflion of it can 
never be to feek of that happineffc which floweth 
from it,/o&.6.2 7*i8. The proper meanes for the 
©braining of this end % is the knowledge of God in 
Chrijl as in his Word he hath revealed himfelfe, 
to be known 5 worftiipped, and obeyed; for there 
ocely doth he teach us the way unto himielfe: 
and true wifdome is the purfuing of thism^uer in 
order unto that end. For though many ap- 
proaches may be made towards God by the fearch 
and contemplation of the creature % yet in his 
word he hath Chewed us a more full and excellent 
wzy* which only cam make us wife unto fahation 
through faith in chrifl lefts s % TYra. 3.1 5 1 Prov.f . 

All the thoughts and wiiedome of men is fpen t 
upon one of thefc two heads , either the attaining 
of the good which we want : or the avoiding and 
declining the evffl which we feare* And by how 
much the more excellent and difficult the good 
is which we want ; and by how much the more 
pernicious and imminent the evill is which wee 
feare, by fo much greater is the mfewme which 
inboch thefc procures the end at which we aime* 
Now then what are the moft excellent good 
things 
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things which we want ? food is common to us 
with other creatures. Raiment, houfes, lands, pof 
fcflions 5 common to us with the worft men : take 
the moft admired perfe&ions which are not hea- 
venly, and we may finde very wicked men excell 
in them. AH men will confcfle the foule to be 
more excellent then the body j and therefore the , 
good of t hat to be more excellent then of the 0-1 
the* : and the chiefe good of it to be that which 
doth moft advance it towards the fountaine of 
goodnelfe, where is fulneffe of perfedion,and per- 
petuity of fruit ion. The excellency of every thing 
ftandeth in two things* The perfe&ionof beauty 
wherein it was made, and the perfeitioa of uft fo»t 
which it was made* The beauty of man,efpecialiy 
in his foule-, confifts in this 3 that he was made like 
to Cod y z(tcthh Image, C?M.I#itf,»7. and his end 
and afe in this , that he was made for God^ fif ft to 
firve him, and after to enjoy him* for the Lord 
hath fet apart him that is godly for himfelfe , 
TfaU 4.3- This people have I formed for my felfe^ 
they fbaS {hew forth my praife, E/ijf 43.J&T. There- 
fore to recover the Image of God, which is in 
knowledge , righteoufnefle, and true holinefle , 
Cel.!, 10. Eph^i^ to work to the fervice and 
glory of Godj /aba 5.8. to afpire and to enjoy 
the pofleflion and fruition of God , Exod.- y p 
18, Pbihu%%* muft needs bee mans greateft 
good 1 and by confequence, to attend on the 
meanes hereof muft needs bee his greateft wife- 
1 dome* 

What is the moft pernicious and definitive 

Qj± q z evill 
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tvtft which a man is in danger off not the lofle of 
any outward good thingswbatfoever, for they are 
all in their nature perifliablcjweenjoy them upon 
thefe conditions ro part with them again^no wife- 
dome can keep them - meat for the belly \andthe bel- 
ly for meats \ but God fbad deftroy both tt and them, 
t Cor .6, r 3 .Nor the fufiknng of anv outward trou- 
bles, which the beft of men have fuffred>and trium- 
phed over * But rhe greatt ft lofle is the lofle of a 
pretious foule ^ which is more worth then the 
world, Matth.\ 6* 2 6. znd the greateft fuffering is 
the wrath of God upon the confcience^Pp/^o.n. 
Efay 33,14- &ehio.$L Mattb. 10.2 8. Therefore 
to avoid this danger^ and to fnarch this darling 
from the paw of the Lion, is of all other the grea- 
reft wifedome. It is wifedome to deliver a City % 
Eeclefp. 1 5 .much more to deliver zfoule } ProvA\. 
;o. Angelicall , Seraphicall knowledge without 
ihis, is all worth nothings Cer.15.i3a. 

Therefore we fhould learn to ftiewourfeJves wife 
indeed by attendance on Gods word. If themoft 
glorious creatures for wifedome and knowledge 
that ever God made,theblefled * Angels were em - 
ployed in puilifbing the Law of God > Aff.y. 5 3. Gal. 
3.19, and did with great admiration look sntothe 
myfteries of the Gofpel^and ftoopedown with their 
faces towards the mercy Seat } 1 Pet* t.H^&.j.io. 
£#0^.37.9. it cannot but be alfo our chit fe ft wif- 
dome to hide the word in our hearts, and ro make it 
our companion, and CounceUor ( as 'David did, 
laoiaia*. dc iPjW. 119*24.) Weefteeme him thewifeftman 
Rc P ub.hb.M. ,v7bo foilowedithe beft and fafeft fCoti*jtfi± and 
! that 
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that which will moft preferve and promote his «r- 
tereftyhis honour i and his conscience. Herein was 
Rtboloams weakne(Te,that by paflionatc and teme- 
rarious Counfeh he fuffered his honour to be ftain- 
edjhis intereft to be weakned , and his confeience 
to bee defiled with refolutions of violence and in- 
juftice- NoWy there is nocounfel! to that of Gods 
word m It illigbtneth the eyes , it maketh wife the 
fmple^ Ffal*ig* 7, 8. It is able to make a man 
wife *for himfelfe , and unco falvatlon $ which no 
other eounfell can doe, z Tim.% a ^^i 6. there is no 
cafe that can be put, though of never fo great in « 
tricacie and perplexity, no doubt fodifficalt , no 
temptation fo knotty and involve!, no condition cultt vivtn- 
where in to a man can bee brought fo defperate 3 
no imployment fo darke and uncouth y no fer- 
vice fo arduous, or full of difcouragemenrs, in 
all which fo farre as refpe&eth confeience and 
falvation, there are not moft clear and fatisfa (Sto- 
ry expedients to be drawn out of Gods Word 
if a m m have his judgement and fenfes after a 
fpiritaall manner cxtrcifed in the fcarchtngof it. 
That we are fo often at a ftand how to ftate fuch 
a queftion , how to fitisfie fuch a fcruple, how 
to cleare and expedite fuch a difficulty, how to 
repel! fuch a Temptation , how to manage fuch 
ana£tion, how to order our wayes with an even 
and compofed fpirit in the various conditions 
whereinto we are ca ft in this world, doth not ariie 
fiomanydefeftiothewordofGod, which is per- 
feftandable tofurniftius unto every good "wr*,but 
only from our own ignorance and unacquaintance 

with 
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with it, who know not how to draw the generall 
ru ! e and to apply it to our own particular cafes: 
and this cannot but be matter of great humiliati- 
on unto us in tbcie (ad and diftra&ed times, when 
betides our civill breaches, which threaten defec- 
tion to the State, there fhould be fo many and 
wide divifions in the church 5 iThat after fo long . 
enjoyment of the Word of God, the Scripture ! 
fhould bee to fo many men as a fealed fook, and 
they like the Egyptians, have the darke fide of this 
glorious pillar towards them ftilljthat men ftiould 
Be tojjed to and fro like children, and carried about 
with every winde of doBrine^ and fuffer themfelves 
to be bewitched^ devoured, brought into bondage, 
fpoiled, led away captive, unskilful 1 in the word 
of righteoufnefle s unable to difcernc good and 
evilljto prove and try the fpirks whether they bee 
of God^alwayes learning and never able to come 
to the knowledge of the truth jand this not only in 
matters ftoblemtficdl 5 Qtcircumftantiall 9 wherein 
learned & godly men may differ from one another, 
and yet ftill the peace and unity of the Church 
bepreferved (for things of this nature ought not 
to be occafions of fcifme, or (eceffions from one 
another) but in matters which concern life and god*, 
linefje^ touching the power of Gods law y the na* 
tureof/r^^r^the fubje&ion of the conscience 
unto morall precepts ] confefsion of finne in prayer 
unto God 5 and begging pardon of it : the diffe- 
rencing of xtntChrifiian liberty from loofe, pro- 
fane and wanton licentioufnefle y and a liberty to 
vent and publifh what perverfe things focver men 
pleafe j 
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pleafcjthe very being of Churches, of Mimfler$ y 
of Ordinances in the worldj the necefltty of humi- 
liation and folemn repentance in times of pub- 
lick Judgements $ the t olerate ng of all kindeof Re- 
ligions in Chriftian Comnion-VVeakhsjthe mor- 
tality of the reafonable foule > and other the like 
pernicious and perveifc doArines of men of cor- 
rupt minds (the Devils Emiflaries,) purpofely by 
him ftirredup to hinder and puzzle the Reforma- 
tion of the Church ; Thefe things 1 fay cannot but 
be matter oi humiliation unto all chat fearc God, 
and love the profperity of S ion*, and Occafions the 
more earneftly to excite them unto this wifdome 
in the Text, to beare what God the Lord fayes, 
and to lay his righteous wayes fo to heart, as to 
walk ftedfa ftly in them , and never to {tumble at 
them, or fall from them. 

Now there are two things which I take it, the 
Prophet in this clofe of his Prophecy fecmes prin- 
cipally to aime at 5 namelv , the judgements , and 
the tk 1 flings of God • His righteous wayei in his 
threatning$igpm& impenitent, and in his prmifes 
made unto penitent finners. Thefe are the things 
which wife and prudent men will confider in times 
of trouble. 

For Irndgiments j there is a Twofold knowledge 

of them : the ore mturaU by fenfe, the other ffiri- 

tuali byfahh 9 By the former way wicked men doe 

abundantly know the affli&ions which they fuffer, 

even unto vexation andanguifti offpirit* They 

fret themfclves, Efay 8 # 21. they are gray-headed 

1 with very trouble and fonow 3 f rf* 7*9* thcyg*** 
J , their 
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their tongues for painc* Rev* I d,io. they pirn sway 
in their iniquities, iru/f. 26.3?, they are wrfrf in 
their calamities, hive trembling hearts , f riling of 
eye$) andferrow ofminde Sec, D eut u % 8 . 3 4 . 6 5 , a nd 
yet for all this they are faid in the Scripture, when 
they burne,when they confume, when they are de- 
voured, not to know any of this } or to lay it to heart, 
Efay 42,25. H$f+ 7* 9 . &r m 12.1t. and the rcafon 
is, becaufe they knew it not by faith nor in a fpiri- 
tuall manner in order unto God* They did not 
fee his name^ nor heart his rod y nor consider his 
hand and counfell in it, nor meafure bis ludgements 
by his mrd % nor look on them as the fruits of fin, 
leading to repentance, and teaching righteouf- 
nefle : nor as the arguments of Gods difplc attire* 
humbling us under his holy hand, and guiding Us 
to feek his face , and to recover our peace with 
him. This is the fpirituall and prudent way of 
knowing ludgements , Mic m 6.9. Efay 16. 8>9, 
E fa) 27*9* Ltvit. 26.40,41, 42. Scire eft per cau- 
fam fcire^ true mfedome looks on things in their 
Caufes: Refolves ludgements into the c$ufes of 
them, our fmnes to be bewailed , Gods wrath to be 
averted v makes this obfervation upon them, Now 
I finde by experience that God is a God of truth : 
often have 1 heard Judgements rhreathed againft 
finne, and now I fee that Gods threatnings are not 
empty winde,but that all his words have truth and 
fubftance in them. The firft part of wifedome is, 
to fee ludgements in the mrd before they come, 
and to hide from them % ( for as fait h in regard of 
frmifes is the fubflame of things hoped for^ and feeth 

a being 
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a being in them while they are yet but to come $ 
fo is it in regard of threatnings the JuBfiance of 
things feared^nd can fee a being in lodgements be- 
fore they are felt.) The next partofwifedomc is, 
to fee God tn Indgements*v&ik& Rods when they are 
a dually come, and to know them in order unto 
him. And that knowledge ftands in two things 5 
firft to refolve them into him as their Juthoar , 
for nothing can hurt us without a eomniifilon | 
from God, loh* 19*11. Saran fpoiles IoB of his 
children, the Sabeans and Chaldeans of his goods, 
but he looks above all thefe , unto God, acknow- 
ledging his goodneiTe in giving, his power in ta- 
king away, and blefleth his name, I oh i.u. lofepb 
looks from the malice of his brethren, unto the" 
providence of God 5 Hefent me Before you topreferve 
j Ufe> Gen. 45.5- I f the Whale fwallow lomb^ God 
prepares him y lonah 1, 17. and if he vomic him up 
again 9 GW [peaks unto him r chap, 2 . 10. Second- 
ly, to direft them unto him as the end\ to be taught 
by them ro fcek the Lord, and wait on him in the 
way of his judgements - to bee more penitent for 
fince, more fearfull, and watchfull againftir, to 
ftudy andpraftizc the skillof futfering as Chrifti- 
ans, according to tha will of God, that he may be 
gloiified,PM94 5 i2*P/d/.i 19**7.7 i.Zach.1^9^ 
fay 26.9MeB.12A I. Deut 9 % m \6. 1 Pet. 4.16.19* 

So Ukewife for Blefings ; there is a double 
knowledge of them : one fenfudl by the flefh, 
the other fpirituall in the confcience. The former 
is but a brutifh and Epicurean feeding on them 
without feare, as Ifrael upon quailes in the Wil- 
li r r dernefle j 



liuttm pkf^ 
mit&mlftm- 

ftjlit* Aug. dc 
Civ.Dcilib.tp 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



§.-II. 



* tiimhtu (fi 
S) Uegifmiti (km 

conclufionn. A- 

X*w e fi cert a ar- 

vixwt* Sccphi 
cs Platonci 



The /event h Sermm 



dernefie ; as Swine which feed on the fruit that 
falls down, but never look ap to the tree whereon 
it grew \ to ufe bleffings as Adam did the forbid- 
den fruit, being dravrne by the beauty of them to 
forget God : as our Prophet comptaines, titf.t^ 
6. But fpirituall knowledge of Blcfliugs is toujte 
and fee the geodnejje of the Lord in them ; To look 
up to him as the Authdur of them, acknowledging 
that it is he who giveth m fomr to get wealth, and 
any other good thing, »eaf, 8. 17, 18. PfaLtzyA. 
Prov. 10. zi. and to bee drawne by them unto 
him as their End, to the adoring of his bounty, 
to the admiration of hi$goodnefle,to morechear- 
fulnefle and ftronger engagements unto his fervice, 
to fay with Jacob \ He gives me bread to eat, and 
raiment to put on, therefore hee fhatlbemy God, 
a8. 20. He givtth me all things richly to 
enjoy - therefore / will truft in him, 1 Tim.S m 17. 
Catalogues of mercy fhould beget refolutions of 
obedience, Icfh m 24.2,14. 

Thirdly, we ha ve here a lingular commendation 
of the DoUrine which the Prophet had delivered 
unto the people of God j namely that it was al- 
together Right , and the way which God required 
them to walk in, whatever Judgement carnall 
and corrupt mindes might pafle upon it. Now 
the Do&rine of Gods Judgements, Precepts, and 
Promifes, is faid to be Right diverfe wayes. 

1 . In regard of their Equity and K^afonabhmffe^ 
There is nothing more profoundly and exa<% 
rationall then true Religion ; and therefore conver- 
pm is called by our Saviour a conviBiox, There 

is 
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is a power in the word of God to ftop the mouthes 
and difpell the ca villa tions of all contradictors 3 
fo that they jhdllnot be able to refijl y or fpeak a- 
gainfl; the truth that is taught, Iah. 16, 8, Tit. \. 
9yto. AB.6 % \o. CM tttth. 2i* 34. and the Apoftle 
eallethhis Miniftry, b a Demonstration and a m&ni- 
feftation of the truth of God unto the confciences 
of men, 1 Cor. 2. 4. 2 Cor. 4. a. and Apollo f is fa id 
mightily to have convinced the Iewes 3 (hewing or 
dtmmfyr&ung by the Scripture that Iefus was 
Chrift, AB. 18. 28, therefore the Apoftle caileth 
the devoting of our felves unto God, a Reafomble 
[ervice^ Rom. 12. 1, and thofe that obey not the 
word, are called unreasonable or ab[urd wen 1 that 
have not wifedome to difceine the truth and 
equity of the wayes of God, 2 Thef. 3,2. What 
can be more reafonable , then that he who made 
all things for himfelfe* fhould beferved by the 
Creatures which he made? That we fhould live 
unto him who gave us our being? That the fu- 
preme will fhould be obeyed, the infallible truth 
beleeved, that he who can deftroy,fhou!d be fea- 
red, that he who doth reward fhould be loved 
and truftcd in ;That abfolure luft ice fhould vindi- 
cate it felfagainft prefuraptuous difobedicnce,and 
abfolute goodnefle extend mercy unto whom it 
pleafeth ? It is no marvell that the holy Spirit 
doth brand wicked men throughout the Scripture 
with the difgracefull title of F*oI$$, becaufe they 
rejeft that which if the fuprcme rule of wifedome 
and h :h the greareft perfection and exa&ncflc of 
reafon ill it, ler* 8. 9. 

Rrra ft. In 
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2* In regard of their Confonancy and c /far- 
atony within themfelves ; as that which is right 
and ftrait hath all its parts cquall and agreeing 
one unto another : fb all the parts of Divine 
Do^rine are exactly fureable and conforme to 
each other. ThepromHesofGodarc notye& and 
nay y bat yea and Amm % 2 Cor* 20. However, 
there may be teeming rupugnancies to a carnal! 
and captious eye ( which may feemeof purpofe 
allowed for the excrcife of our diligence in fear* 
ching, and humility in adoring the profoundnefle 
and perfe&ion of the word ) yet the Scriptures 
have no obliquity in them at all, but all the parrs 
thereof doe moft intimately content with one 
another, as being written by the fpirie of truth 
who cannot lie 5 nor deceive , who is the fame 
yefterday, today, and for ever. 

ji In regard of their DireBneJJenmo that End 
for which they were revealed unto men, being the 
ftrait road unto eternall life, Me te build us up and 
to give us an inheritance 5 Act, %o % in which 
refpeft the word is called the wordofOfe^AB* 5, 
20. and the G off el of falvaiion y Eph 9 1. 13* yea 
fahation it (elfe, Ioh m 4,22, lob. 12,50. A8.*% m 28, 
as being the way to it 7 and the infirument of it, 
2 7*>w. 3*15,16,17. lam. 1. 2i. 

4. In regard of their Conformity to the holy 
nature and mS of God^ which is the 4 origirull 
rale of all Re&itudeand perfe&ion. Law is no- 
juwrumyfiw j thing but the will of the Law- giver, revealed with 

fmt quo* VO" ! 0 7 

tun: fid qu§iwMt 9 idcirc* )njlm fiat qma ipfi vofuit^ fmydm em inftum efiquod 

ptflum tfl, Hug. de Sacrament, lb. j. part,4* «;aju» , 

an 
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an intention to binde thofethat are under it-, and 
for the ordering of whom it was revealed. That 
will being in God taoft holy and perfett> the Law 
or mrd which is but the patefa&ion of it, muft 
needs be holy itidperfiM to ; therefore it is called 
the acceptable and perfeB mil of God, Rom. 12.2. 
CoL i.j. It is alfo called & wordoftruth^ impor- 
ting a conformity between the rainde and will of 
the fpeaker and the word which is fpoken by 
him j in which refpe&it is faid to be Holy> luft y 
and Geod y Rom m 7. 14 . 

5. In regard of the Smoothnefle, Pl&wnejf^ 
Perfficuoufnejje of them, in the which men may 
walk furely, eafily, without danger of wandring, 
{tumbling, or mifcamage : as a man is out of dan- 
ger of miffing a way, if it be (trait and dire ft with- 
out any turnings* and in no great danger of falling 
in it, if it be plaint w& fmooth, and no fumbling 
block left in it. Now fuchis the word of God to 
thofe who make it their way, aftrait may t which 
looketh dircftly forward, Pfal. 5,8. Hek 12. 1 | t 
%^An even md (mouth way^ which hath no offence 
or Humbling block in it % PfaLtg.iz. PftLtig. 
I65- It is true , there are JWrfnTn, hard things to 
exercile the ftudy and diligence, the faith and 
prayers of the profoundeft Scholars - waters wher- 
in an Elephant may fwimme : but yet as nature 
hath made things of greateft ntcefity to be moft 
obvious and c§mmon y as aire, water, bread and the 
like ; whereas things of greater rarity y as gems 
and jewels, are matters of honour and ornament, 
not of daily ufe 1 fo the wifedome of God hath 
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fo tempered the ScriprureSjas that from thence the 
mfift Solomon may fetch jewels forornament 9 and 
thepowtft Lazarus bread for life $ but thefc things 
which are of common necefiiiy, as matters of 
Faith, Love, Worftrip 5 Obedience, which are 
univerfilly requifite unto the common [that ion. 
(as the Apoftle expreffeth it, lude ver. 3. Tit.j, 
4. ) are fo e ferfpicuoufly fet downe in the holy 
Scriptures, that every one who hath che [fir it of 
Chriftj hath therewithal! a judgement to difcerne 
fo much of Gods will as ftull fuffice to make 
him Metve in Chrift for righttoufmjje , and by 
worfhip and obedience to (erve him unto fahation* 
The wayof Holinefle is fo plaine, that fimple men 
are made wife enough to fiade it out , and way* 
fering men a though fooles, doe not erre there- 
in^ J>faLi9.r. Efay 31.4, Efay 35,8. Matth. 
11.25. 

From all which we learn, Firft, to take heed of 
picking quarrels at any word of God , or prefa- 
cing to pafle any bold and carnall cenfure of ours 
upon his righteous wayes. When God doth fet 
his Word in the power and workings of it upon 
the fpirk of any wicked man, making his con- 
fidence to heare it as the voice of God^it ufaally 
worketh one of thefe two effeSs : either it fubdms 
the foule to the obedience of it by convincing, 
judging, and manifefting the fecrets of his heart, 
fothat htfalleth demn on hit face and worth ip pah 
God, 1 Cor 9 14 , 34, 2 5 , Or elfe it doth by Mcidemt^ 
excite and enrage the natural! love which is in 
every man to his lufts, ftirring up all the proud 
_ a;ts 
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arts and rtafomngs which the forge of a corrupt 
heart can fhape in defence of thofe lufts a gain ft 
the fvrord of the fpiric which would cut them off; 
as that which hind ret h the courfe of a river , doth 
accidentally enrage the force of it, and caufe k 
to fwell and over-runne the banks ; and from 
hence arifeth g*ix- and amtr&dtBim a gain ft 
the word of grace, and the wayesof God as un- 
equatt and Hnreafonable* too find* too fevere , 
too hard ro bee obferved, Ezek. 18.25. fluffing 
at it, MaU 1*13. gathering odiom Consequences 
from it, Rem. 3. 8, Replying againft it, Rom.?* 
i£,ao- cafting reproaches upon it,/tfr. ao. 8 5 £, 
envioufly fmliing at it , j4B* 1 3* 4 5 • There are 
few Hones more dangerous then this of picking 
quirrels at Cods Word , and taking up weapons 
againft it. It will prove j* hurtk$n[om$ (lone to 
thofe that burthen tbemfelves with it , Zach. 12,3. 
Mattb.n. 44. Therefore when ever our crooked 
and corrupt Reafon doth offer to except againft 
the wayesof God as unequally we muft presently 
conclude ai God doth, Ezek, 18.35. that the 
inequality is in us, and not in them. When a 
Ldme mm ftumbleth in a plaint path , the fault is 
not in the togr, bat in the foot : nor is the potion 
but the paUte too blame, when a feverifhdiftem- 
per maketh thatfeemc bitter which indeed was 
fireet. He that removeth in a Boat from the 
fhoaie,in the judgement of fenfe feeth thehoufes 
or trees on the fhoarc to totter and move, wheie- 
as the motion is in the Boat, and not in them, 
Urcleane and corrupt hearts have unclcane no- 
tions 
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&c. vid* Ber- 
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tions of the pureft things, and conceive of God 
as if hee were fach a one as themfelvcsj Pfah 
Jo, 

Secondly ^ it fhouid teach us to come to Gods 
Word alvrayes as to a Rule , by which ive are to 
nieafure our felves % and take heed of wrefling and 
wrying that to the corrupt fancies of our owne 
evill hearts j as the Apoftle faith feme men doe 
to their owne defimBion y t Pet. 3. itf, AB. 13, 10. 
Every wicked man doth, though not formally and 
explicitejy, yet really and in truth 3 fet up his 
ownc will againft Gods 3 refoiving to doe what 
pleafeth himfelfc, and not that which may pleafe 
God, and confequently followeth that re&fon and 
counfell which waircs upon \\i%ox*ne *W#> and not 
that word which revealeth -Gods. Yet becaufe 
he that will ferve himfelfe> would faine deceive 
himfelfe too (that fohe may do it with lefie re- 
gret of confeience ) and would faine feeme Gods 
fervantj but be his ovone^ therefore corrupt Rea- 
fen fets it felf on work to * excogitate fuch diftin- 
Sions and evasions, as may ferve to reconcile 
^!^$trZ' G ° ds WQrd and a mant mm lu ft to g €tber * Luft 

lib, 7, «V tfim (£ZT*yxti Ji%a<. l&tf. xXi$vtt tdV n£w& m iKKknrUf, 
}</W vm§v[ucut x} p/Ao/&£'** ^tfw^Vfl/* ibid* Ihtemt oph rlw ixviiif 
opta ii <£cj^'*/#r Hnftin; Mart jr. Ep*ad Zcnam* Simplkhatemfermams Eccle- 
fiafrci id volunt fignificarc quod ipf fenliunU Micron- ep. irld* Aug. de dofr, Chrrftian. 
Jib, 3, cap. 1 a. Scripiuras mm ad $tciem t non ad falutm* dc Baptifm. contr* Donat. 
life, 3, capsule. Easfsciindnm faum fenfnm Ugunt, dcGrac. Chr1ftJib.r-C.4T- SequU 
tur vnlBpmm non quam audit , fed quam amiit^ & vit'ta fita cum cvpit pvarc Jtmiiia 
fr4ceptis 3 indkt^t His mn t'lmldc mc fibfenri : LnxurhUff ttiam Iwptrto capite. Sen* dc 
vita Beata cap, 13. Nwdum h*c negligent^ dtum ittnerai , nec imerprctando fibi qui/que 
ju^uranium & Leg* aptas fmtb&t > fid fuos poms mem ad W aceommodabat. Liv, 

m* 3* 
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fayes, fteale j God fayes no 3 thou fhalt not fteale} 
carnal 1 Rtajo*^ the advocate of Luft y conges In 
and diftinguifheth : I may not fteale from a 
neighbour J>ut 1 may weaken an enecny 3 oi pay my 
felfe the (Upend that belongs to my fervice 5 if 
others doe not j and under this evafion , moft 
innocent men may bee made a prey to violent 
Souldiers , who ufe the name of publike intereft 
to palliare their own greedinefie. Certainely, it 
is a high preemption to tamper with the word 
of Truth, and make it beare falfe witnefle in fa- 
vour of our own finnes ^ and God will bring it 
to a tryall at laft whofe will fhall fiandjhis, 
or ours. 

Laftly, this ferveth as an excellent boundary 
both to the miniftration of the Preacher* and to 
the faith of the hearer in the difpenfing of the 
Word ; firft , To us in our miniftry^ that we deli- 
ver nothing unto the people but the Right wyes 
tff the Lord * without any Commixtures or con- 
temperations of our own* Mixtures are ufefull 
one I y for tkefe Two pur pofe slither to ibeken and 
abate fomething that is exceffive 3 or to fupply 
fomething that is deficient, and to collet a 
vertue ana efficacy out of many things, each one 

'turn* tpw&M) &c- B afiU in Pfih 1 4* arapcytuZ* f rl t Vtn t Cjkrt* Va^ . Orau t • 
£hti ftumnto annum immifiuU^quifi dt tmufto*ffp9tef} 9 h *tf,adLcg.Aquil.P.§,io # 
durum Accepijliydurufft rtdde^ntlo rnibi pra aim aik fftb)icias- y no!o pn surs aut impnden* 
tcr piumbum x £Lut friuduimtt Armenia fuppom > mk aw fptt&m fid xaturam plant s 
Vincent. Liriti. Lege Corneiti tavtHnr mqul in mrum villi quid Mddidtrti , qui or gen - 
tm nummot edttt&mos fiaverit s f*tjt zrimm tmm f I.«»P,Lee« Cornel. 4c falfis. 
Quitahulam leys rtfxtrU vtlqxid init immtm^i^Legeikliagmktustmm^.l?^ 
JcgJuLf cculac, 
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of which alone would hive been ineffe&uall : and 
fb all Heterogeneous mixtures doe plainely in- 
timate eiiher a vitioufnejje robe coneBed^ or a 
weak^eJJ'e to be fupplyed^ in every one of the [un- 
fits which are by humane wifedome tempered 
together in order unto feme ef£ £t to be wrought 
by them* Now it were great wickednefle to 
charge any one of thefe upon the pure and per- 
fect Word of God; and by confeqaence 5 to ufc 
deceit and infincericy by adulterating of it 9 
either by fuch gt fl JJ*s as diminjb and take 
away from the force of it, as the Pbrifees did 
in their carnall interpretations ( confuted by our 
Saviour, ^4^^5,2x^7,38^43.) or by fuch Super- 
inducements of humane Traditions as argue any 
defe<ft,as they alfo did ufe 5 M*tth % \ 5.2,9, Hu- 
mane Arts and Learning are of excellent ufe as 
lafirumtnts in the managing and fearcfung, and as 
weaves and witnefles in the explication of ho- 
ly Writ f when pioufly and prudently dire&ed 
unto tbofe ufes. But to ftampe any thing of 
but an humane Original! with a divine char after 5 
and obtrude it upon the confeiences of men , 
(as the Papiftsdoe their unwritten traditions) 
to bindeunto obedience ^ to take any dead child 
of ours (as the Harlot did, 1 Kings 3.20.) and lay 
it in the bolbme of the Scripture, and father it 
upon God ; to build any ftru&ure of ours in the 
road to heaven, and flop up rhe way 5 is one of 
the higheftand moft daring preemptions r hat the 
pride of man can afpire unto : to ercd a throne in 
the confeiences of his fellow creatures > and to 

counter- 
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counterfeit the great Scale of Heaven for the 
countenancing of his own forgeries 5 is a fin moft 
everely provided againft by God, with fpeciall 
prohibitions and thrcatDings,De#M2.32. T)eut m 
18.20. Ier § 26*2*Prev.%o t 6. This therefore muft 
■>e the great care of the Minifters of the Gof~ 
?el, to {hew their fidelity in delivering orely 
xhcCounfell of God unto his people, A3a®Af * 
to be as the Two golden pipes which received 
oyle from the Olive branches , and then emptied 
it into the gold , z*ck.ui2. Firft,to receive from 
the Lord, and then to ddiver to the people^ Ezek. 2 . 
7* Ejay ti m to*Ez>ek*$.^ iCor* 11,23- 1/^,4. 1 r. 
Secondly, The people are hereby taught, firf>,To 
examine the dodbines of n en by the rule and 
ftandard of the Word , and to meafure them 
there y that 16 they may not be feduced by the 
craftinefle of deceivers, and may be the more con- 
firmed and comforted by the doftrine of fincerc 
teachers j for though the Judgement of Interpreta- 
tion belong principally to the Minifters of the 
Word, yet God hath given unto all Believers a 
Judgement of difcretionjo try thefpirits y and to fear eh 
the Scriptures 7 whether the things which they 
heate be Jo or m y 1/06.4.1. -^#.17. ri. iThefj ¥ % m 
ai. for no man is to pinoe bisownfoule andfal- 
j vadon by a blinde obedience upon the words of 
1 a man who may miflead turns nay not upon the 
words of an Angel, if it were poflible for an Angel 
to deceive^/. 1.8. 1 Kings 1 3. 1 8,21 • but only 
and immediatly upon the Scripture, except 
when the Hind lead the blind jtbz leader only flhould 
J Sffa fall 


Vid Divert. int. 
dc Indict & 
tiotma fidei. 
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fall into the ditch } and the other goe to heaven 
for his blind obedience in following his guides 
towards hell : whereas our Saviour tels us both 
fhattfdll, though butonebe the leader, Manb m i 5. 
H.Mdtk.t $,15. Secondly f Having proved all 
things, to foldfaft th&t which hgood y with allreadi- 
nefle to receive the righteous wayes of God > and 
fubmit unto them, how meane fotver the Inftru- 
nient be in our eyes > how contrary foever his 
meffage be to our wills and lufts* When God 
doth manifeft bis Spirit and Word in the mouths 
of his Mioifiers,weare not to confider the veflell, 
bat the Treafurej and to receive it as from Chrift, 
who to the cud of the world in the difprnfetion 
of his Ordinances,fpeaketh from heaven unto the 
Churchy \Thtjjjiai* zCor*%a&* ^^la.aj* 

Fourthly 5 In that it is here faid, That the lufi 
will walk in them , wee may obferve Two things, 
x § That Obedience % zhd walking in the right wayes 
of the Lord, is the end of the mmiftry > That the 
Saints might be perfeBed, that the body of Chrift 
might bee edified, that men might grow up into 
Chrift in all things, <EfJk4.11 us* chat their eyes 
might be opened, and they turned from darknejje 
to light j dud from the fmer of Satan unto Gad 
AB.z 6 t i tf, 17,18. The Prophet concluded! that 
he hath laboured in vaine iflfraelbe mt gnhered^ 
£ i^4^*4>5; Without this the tm h vai»e % the 
fen of the Scribe in vaine, ler. 8. 8. better not 
know the way of Righteoufneffe > then having 
known it, to turne from the holy Commandement 

which 
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which was delivered unto us, t.Ptt.2.\i % We 
ftiould eftecene it a great mtfery to be without 
Preaching, without Ordinances , and fo indeed it 
is; of allTaraine> that of the Word of the Lord 
is the moft dreadful! ; better be with Gods pre- 
fence in a wildernefle, then in Canaan without 
him, Exod m $$* 15. better bnad ofaffii3ion s and 
water ofaffiiUion^ then a famine of hearing the 
word, to have our teachers removed^ AmdsSAu 
Efay 30* 20. this is mtfchtefe upon mifchiefawhen 
the Law perifbeth from the Priefi y and there is no 
Fifien^Eze£.y.26.atid yet it is much better bee 
in thiscafe^ without a Teaching Prieft y and without 
the L<m y then to enjoy them , and noc walkan- 
fwerably unto them • where the Word is not a 
favor of life > it is a favor of death unto death , ex- 
ceedingly multiplying the damnation of thofe 
that doe defpifeit, 2 Cor a a % m Matth w \iAi^+ 
Firft* it doth ripen thofe finnes that' it findes a 
making them much more flnfull then in other 
men, becaufe committed againfi greater light 
and more mercy* One and the fame finne in an 
Heathen is not fo hainous and harefull as in a 
Chriftian. Thofe trees on which the Sun con- 
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mtUygravuts tftamHSiaincmenm fub fanclt mmlnU proft$ont pemmm : kbiLior 
eft jrtrogattvs, major cfl culpa, SAvtenM^. ptfmt mfira&Barbawummia effevcria 

ftd'm bhtamcn vUm ntaflz t{l puma mfiu e(ft gmom- ■ Wtmalid dh 

de Hunm poun, m§ quattifuntqri Cbriflkni cjfe dkmw ? nunqutd de Lxml Js 
&Frmts t Etecquidfamt, qui ft ajferstot thrift effe chores r tflnqxtd pwtcr 

Maarsrtm eferos mom Lex Swo*$an®a mlpmr t Euangdh kgm & ImpJ 

diet fust 1 Afojtolet andimt & wbrnntw : chrjflttm feqmntur, & Kakunt Wc 
Ibid. J 
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ftantly fhines, have their fruit grow riper and 
greater then thofe which grow in a ftudy and 
cold place. The raine will haften the growth as 
well of weeds as of coroe 5 and make them ranker 
then in a dry and barren ground, loh.g .qi.ioh, i f 9 
22.24. Secondly , it doth fuperadde many more 
arid greater* for the greareft finnes of all are 
thofe which are committed a gain ft light and 
grace* sinntt againft the La» and Prophets \' % 
greater then thofe which are committed againft 
the glimmerings of nature^ Ezei.i^ m 3*6,7. and 
finnes againft Chrift and the Gofpel , greater then 
thofe againft the Law, Heh%,z* 10.2832*? . Such 
are, unbeliefe, Impenitency v Apoftacyjdefpifing 

of falvarion, preferring death and finne before 



of eternall life, &c. Thirdly, it doth by thele 
meanesboch^jfM and multiply judgements* The 
finnes of the Church are much fconer ripe for 
the fickle then the finnes of \^4morites % they are 
nt&reunto curji^HeKS*S, Summer fruits^loonti 
Shaken off then others, Amos 8,1. ler. 1. 1 i s 12. 
Chrift comes quicklj to remove his Candleftick 
from the abufers of it, Rev. 3.5. The Word is a 
rich mercy in it felfe,but nothing makes it ef 
feftually and in the event a mercy unto us bur 
our walking in it, 

a. We learne from hence : That we never make 
the Scriptures our Rule to live and walk accor- 
ding unto them^ rill weebefirft jupfied^ and made 
righteous; Our obedience to the Rule of the Law 




Chrift and mercy ; judgi 
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writteain the Scriptures, procee deth from thofe 
futcable impreifions of hoi ineffe wrought in the 
foule by the Spirit of Regeneration, which is 
called the writing of the Law in our hearts y Ter m 
3r 33. zCor.^.j. or the caftingof the foule inro 
the mould of the Word , as the phrafeof the A- 
poftle fecmeth to import, Rom. 6>y, we are never 
fit to receive Gods Truth in the love and obedi- 
ence of it till we repent and be renewed. If God 
(faith the Apoftle) will give repentance for the 
acknowledging of the truth s z Tim* 1 5 • The wife in 
heart y that is, thofe that a re truly godly, (for none 
but fuch are the Scriptures wife men ) thefe will 
receive Commandements , but a prating foole will fdl % 
ProvAoJi. where by prating I underftand cavil- 
ling, eontradi&Ing, taking exceptions , making 
objeftions againft the Cotnmandement , andfo 
falling and ftumbling at it, according to that 
of the Apoftle>rdtfM*i9,20,zi. Lot every man he 
fwifi to heare , that is , ready to Itjarn the will of 
God, and to receive the Commandement ; but 
flow to fpeak^flow to wrath , that is, carefulkhat he 
fuifer not pride and paffion to rife up and fpenk 
againft the things which are taught, according 
as lob fa yes, Teach me y and l will hold my peace , lob 
6.14. for the only reafon why men fret and firell, 
and fpeak againft the truth of God, is this , be- 
caufe they will not work righreoufneifef The wrath 
of man worketh not the righteoufnifjk of God * there- 
fore men are contentious^ beeaufe they love not to 
ofay the truths Rom«z£* difobeaience is the mother 'j 
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of gainfaymg^Rom. i o*n* when we once refolve to 
lay apart all filthmejje 7 then wee will r$mme the 
work with meeknejje^ and not before 5 none bear* 
Gods words but they who are of CW, loh*S*±j. 
none heare the wjot efchrsftfcut thtfheep of chrifi^ 
lob . 1 0.4,5 • Chrift preached is the fower of God \ 
and the wifedome of God ^ but it is onely to them 
that are called* toothers a (tumbling block, and 
fooliihnefle^ 1 Cor m i.z 4* we [peak wifdom^fkith the 
Apoftle, but it is among if them that are perfeB 3 
1 Cor.i.g.Ue that is fubje& unto one Prince,doth 
not greatly care to ftudy the Laws of another j 
or if he doe, it is in order to euriofityznd not un- ; 
to duty. So long as men refolve of Chrift we will 
not have this man to raign over « 5 fo long either 
they ftudy not his Word at all, or it is in ordpr 
to fomc carnal! and corrupt ends, and not either 
to obedience or falvation. 

Hereby we may try our fpirirualleftate, whether 
we be juft men. or no ; if wee make Gods word 
ouxfvay y onxRule % o\xx Delight y laying it up in our 
hearts j and labouring to bee rich in it 3 that 
wee may walk with more exa<9tieflk It was an 
ill figne of love to Chrift the Matter of the 
teaft, when men chofe rather to tend their 
cattell and grounds , then to iraite on him 
Luke 14.18. An ill fign of valuing his do* 
&rine, when the lofle of their Swine made the 
Gadarens weary of his company, LttkM.^j, 
1 There was mnch work to doe in the houfe^when 
Mary negiefted it all* and fate at his feet to 

heare 
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hearc his Do&rine, and yet was commended by 
him for it s Hee was better pleafed to fee her 
hunger after the Feaft that hce brought y then 
felicitous to provide a Feaft for him : more 
delighted in her love to his DoftriDe, then her 
Sifters care for his enterrainment, Luk. 10. 41, 
42* This is one of the fureft C haf afters of a 
Godly man » that hee mikes the word in all 
things his Rule and CounfclJor, labouring con- 
tinually to get more acquaintance with God, 
and his holy Will thereby, Prov. 10. 14- 
3. 16* lob. 15. 7, It is His Way ; and every 
man endeavours to be skitfull in the way which 
he is to travell. It is hisToole and inurnment - 
every Work-man mufl have that in a readinefle, 
to nieafurej and carry on ail the parts of his 
work ; It is his mfedeme a 5 every one would 
be e flee me d a wife man in that which is his 
prroper fun&ion and profeflion : It is the myfte- 
ry and 71 rade unto which he is bound % and every 
man would have the reputation of skill in his 
owne Trade ; It is his Charter^ the grant of all 
the Priviledges and Immunities which belong 
unto him ; and every Citizen would willingly 
know the Priviledges which he hath a right in* It 
is the Tefiament and Will of Chrift , wherein 
are given unto us exceeding great snd frechus 
Premifes • and what Heire or child e would be ig- 
norant of the laft Will of his Father f Laftly a it 
is the hm of Chrtfts Kingdom, and it h concerns 

lib. 4. dc Lcfi. 

AquiL §- 7. & l*i it . P . de Regulte luris. 1 lurk jgntrxtitU caique meet. 1, 9, p,dc Juris 
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every Subjed to know the Duties, the Rewards, 
the Punifhments that belong unto him in that 
relation. 

Fifthly, in that he faith, That the TranfgreJJbn 
jhaBfail therein , wee learne , That the Holy and 
right wayes of the Lord in the mini ft ry of his 
word fet forth unto us, arc unto wicked men 
turned into matter of failing; and that two man- 
ner of wayes. U By way of ScandaS , they are 
offended at it : And 2. by way of Ruine , they 
are deftroyed by it, 

1. By way of Scanda!l y they are offended at it. 
So it is prophefied of Chrift ; that as he fhould 
be for a SanBuary mxo his people 5 fo to others 
who would not tmft in him, but betake them- 
feives to their owne couufels, he fhould be for a 
ftoxe of {tumbling 5 and for a rock of ojfence y for a 
ginne and for a fmre y Efty 8. 14, far the fall and 
the riftng againe of many in lfrael^ and for a ftgne 
to befiokm againjl y Luk m 2. 34, 55. So he faith 
of himfelfe , for judgement am I come into this 
worlds that they which fee not , might fee • and that 
they which fee y might be made blinde y loh.g. 3^ 
And c this offence which wicked men take at 
Chrift, is from the purity and hoiineflc of his 
word, which they cannot fubmit unto- A fione of 
{tumbling hee is, and a rock of offence 3 to them 
which ftumble at the word, being difobedient ^ 
1 2 Cor.t. 14,15. Thus Chrift preached 

was a SanBuary to Sergim Paulm the Deputy, and 
a {tumbling block to Elymm the Sorcerer: a San- 
Bmry to Dionyfim and Damaris ^ and a {tumbling 

block 
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block to the wits and Philofophers of Athem 1 A 
SanBuary to the Ocntihs zhatbeg'd the preaching 
of the Gofpel 5 and a fumbling block to the 
/ftftff that contradicted and blafphemed, A&+ 1 3. 
42,45. the former primarily and for fal- 

vation was the purpofe of his comming, ( there 
was finne enough to condenuie the world before : 
/ came not 7 faith he , to judge the worlds but to fave 
the world , loh m 12* 47,) the other d occasionally^ 
not by any intrinfecall evil! quality in the word* 
which is holy , good, and dealeth with 3 II 
meeknefle and befecchings, even towards obfti- 
nate finners c $ but by reafon of the f^ide and 
ftub&orwitjjc of thefe men who da(h againft it : 
as that wholfome meat which minifters flrength 
to a found man, doth but feed thedifeafe of ano- 
ther that fits at the lame table with htm ; the 
fame light which is a pleafurc to a ftrong eye, 
is a paine to a weak one: the (imefwett fmels 
that delight the brain* , doe affli& the matrix 
when it is diftemperdj and none of this by the 
infufion of malignant qualities, but only by an 
occafionall working upon and exciting of thofe 
which were there before. 

And there are many things in the word of 
God ? at which the corrupt hearts of wicked 
men are apt to (tumble and bee offended t As 
firft the f profoundnejje and depth of it 5 as con- 
taining great myfteries above the difeovery or 
feareh of created &ea(<m* Such is the pride and 

Ttt z wanton 
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wantonnefie of fiiifbll wit, that it knows not 
how to beleeve what it cannot comprehend>and 
muft have all Doctrines tried at her baire, and 
meafured by her ballance 5 as if a man fhould at- 
tempt to weigh out the earth in a pa ire of 
fcales, or to empty the wafers of the Sea with a 
bucker. As foone as Pwl mentioned the Re- 
furreEion^ prefently the Athenian Wits mocked 
his Do<ftrine s AS. 17, 3:. and it was a great 
flumbling block to Nicodemm to heare that a 
man muft be borne agatne> Ioh* 3*4. Sarah hath 
much adoe to beleeve Beyond reafon , Gen. 18, 
12. and Mofes himfelfc was a little ftaggerd by 
this temptation j Numk if, a I, S$ * A very hard 
thing it is for btifie and inquifitive Reafon ro 
reft in an » in rhe depth of the wifedome 
and counfell of God, and to adore the unfearch- 
ablenefle of his lodgements, * though even Hu- 
mane La we 5 tell us that Reafon of Law is not 
always to be inquired into* # The firft great He- 
f refies again ft the higheft myfteries of Chriftian 
Religion* rhe Trinity, the two natures of Chrift, 
the Hypoftaticall union, the deity of the Holy 
fpiric , had their rife firft among the Grecians 
who were then the mafters of wit and Learning^ 
and efteemed the reft of the world Barbarous • 
and the old exception which they were wont 
to take at the Do&rine of Chriftianity was 
the footijlmtffe of it, as the Apoftle notes, 1 Cor, 

Secondly, the fan&ky and firi8#ej]e of it as 
it is contrary to the carnali will* and affedions 

of 
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of men : for as corruption doth dexfie Reafon in 
the way ofmfedome y not willingly allowing any 
myfteries above the fautiny and comprchenfion 
of it j fo doth it deifie will in a way of Li- 
berty and power, and doth not love to have any 
author it y^over that which may pinch or reftraine 
it. As lofhua fa id to Ifrael , jee cannot ferve the 
Lord, for he is an hdy God y hfh. 24, 19. we may 
fay of the Law, we cannot fubmit to the Law be* 
caufe it is an Holy Law 5 the carnall minde is 
not y cannot be 7 fubjeB to the Law of God^ Rom m 
S.7. Heat and Cold will ever be offenfive unto 
one another , and fnch are flefh and fpirit. Gal. 
5. 17. Therefore ordinarily the arguments a- 
gainft the wayes of God, have beene drawne 
from politique or carnall intends, leroham mil 
not worftiip at ierufalem , for feare lea ft Ifrael 
revolt to the houfe of David a 1 Kings tz* 27, 
Amos muft not prophefie again ft the Idolatry 
of Ifrael, for the Land is not able to heart all hit 
words^ Amos 7.10. The Jewes conclude Chrift 
muft not be let alone , left the Romanes come and 
take away their place and Nation, Rom. n.48. 
Dtmctrtm and the Crafcfmen will by no meanes 
have Diana fpoken againft, becaufe by making 
fbrines for her they get their wealthy AB m 19 0 
25. * Corruption wilt clofe with Religion a great 
way, and h tare gladly 5 and doe many things wil- 
lingly, and part with much to efcape damnation* 
but there is a particular point of rigor and ftrift- 
nejje in every unrcgenerate mans cafe , which 
when it \% fet-on clofe upon him, caufeth him 

to 
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to fyumhlt , and to be offended , and to break the 
treary. The Hypocrites in the Prophet will 
give rammeS) and rivers of oyle, and the firft borne 
of their body for the finne of their foule : but 
to doe jaftif , to love mercy, to mlk humbly with 
God, to doe away the treajures of mckednefje y the 
{cant meafure, the &aggi of dtceitfuU weights 7 via* 
knee, lies, e'veumventim, the flat utes of Oinri 5 or 
the Counfels of the houfe of Ahab ; dmm fermo , 
this is intolerable : they will rather venture frui- 
ting and dtfolation then bee held to fo fevere 
termes, Mich. 6. 6, 16* The young man will 
•come to Chrift , yea runne to him, and kneele, 
and defire inftru6tion touching the way to eter- 
nal! life fc and walk with much care in obferva- 
tion of the Comma nde tricot* j but if hee muft 
fan with all, and in ftead of great poffifiionsj 
take uf a Croffe md follow Chrift , and fare as hee 
fared y durm fermo,this is indeed a hard faying $ 
he that came runnings went away grieving and 
difpleafed , and upon this one point doth hee 
and Chrift part, Marc. jo. 17*22, tierod will 
heare lohn gladly, and doe many things, andob- 
lerve and reverence him as a juft and holy man j 
but in the cafe of Heradias he muft be excus'd * 
upon this iflue doth hee and falvation fhake 
hands, Mark. 6. 10,27, This is the difference 
between HyfocriticaU and fimere converfion 5 that 
goes fane 7 and parts with mueb 7 and proceeds 
to alm&ffii but when it comes to the very turn- 
ing point y and ultimate aft of Regeneration , 
he then playes the part of an unwife finne, and 
. ^ ftaies 
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$mt in the pldce of the breaking forth tfchildren^ 
Hef t ij. 13- as a foolith Merchant, who in a rich 
bargaine of a rhoufand pound breaks upon a dif- 
ference of twenty (hillings : but the other is 
contented to part with to fuffer the loj/e of rides famm 
All 1 to carry on the Treaty to a full and final! , nn *w*-h**« 
COnclufion, to have All the Armour of the ftreng f ^ m f fr 
mm taken from him , that Chrift may divide the V" 
fpoiles, Luk 9 14, 1^35. MMh*\i* 44>4tf. Phil. 1 v *Pf an - p - $™ 
3. 8* Luk. ir-22* PfoL x*S, to doe the 
hardeft duties if they bee commanded, Gen* 

33, 3. 

Thirdly, the fur things convincing, and pene- 
trating quality which is in the Word , is a great 
matter of offence unto wicked men, when it cms 
them to the hearty as Stephens Sermon did bis hea- 
rers, A8. 7. 54. Light is of a difcovering and 
manifefting property, Eph, 5. 13. and for that 
reafou, is hated t>y every one that doth evilly loh* 3* 
20. for though the pleafure of finne unto a wic- 
ked man be fweet, yet there is bitterneffc in the 
root and bottome of it • he who loves to enjoy 
the pleafure , cannot endure to heare of the guilt. 
Now the work of the Word is to take men in 
their owne heart, E&ek* 14. 5. to make mamfeft 
to a man thefeerccsofhis owne heart, i Cor. 14, 
25* to pierce like arrowes the beans of Gods ene- 
mies, Pfal. 45. 5* to divide afunder the foule and 
fpirit, the joynts and marrovr 5 and to be a dif- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, 
Hek 4.12, Efsy 4?. a* This Aft of difcovery 
cannot but exceedingly gaul the fpirits of wicked 

men ; 
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men ; it is like the voyce of God unto Adam in 
Farad ife, Adam t where art thou ? or like the voice 
of Abijah to the wife of Jeroboam > i Ring. 14. g 9 1 
/ am fwt unto thee with heavy tidings* 

Fourrhiy 5 the plainnefle and fimpfiaty of the 
Gofpel is like wife matter of offence to thefe men, 
z Cor* 10. 10. and that partly upon the preceding 
reafon $ for the more flaw* the Word is, the 
more immediate acceffe it hath unto the €onfcience % 
and operation apon it. So much as is meerly hu- 
mane elegancy, finenefle of wit,aod dcJicacy of 
expreffion, doth oftentimes flop at fancy 3 and take 
that up , as the body of .^be/ caufed thepaflers 
by to ft and ftili and gaze, a Sam. a .2 3 . And wic- 
ked men can bee contented to admit the Word 
any whither, fo they can keep it out of their con- 
fcience , which is the only proper fubjed of it, 
1 C$r. 4. 2- When I heare men magnifie quaint 
and polite difcourfes in the miniftry of the word, 
and fpeak again ft Sermons that are plaine and 
wfeolforae, I look upon it Got fo much as an Ad 
of fti de ( thoagh the trifedome of the flefti is very 
apt to fcorne the fimplicity of the Golpel ) but 
indeed as an ad of fare and cowardize ; beeaufe 
where all other external! trimmings and drefles 
are wanting to tickle the fancy, there the Word 
hath the more downright and fad operation upon 
the confcience,and rauft confequently the more 
ftartle and terrific. 

Fifthly 3 the %tz%t difficulty and indeed impoffi- 
bility of obeying it in the ftri&nefle and rigour of 
it, is another ground of fcandall, that God in his 

Word 
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Word fhould command men to doe that which 
indeed cannot be done 5 this was mattter of aft o- 
niihoient to the Difciples thetnfelves, when our 
Saviour told them that it wzseajier for a Camell 
to goe through the eye of a needle y then for a Rich 
man to enter into the Kingdom of Cod y Mark ,io, 
25.* ThhwasthecaviUof the difputant in the 
Apoftle againft the counfclsof God, why doth he 
yet finde faulty if hee harden whom he will, why 
doth he complaine of our hardnefle , which it is 
impoflible for us to prevent , becaufenone can 
refift his will? Rm*9*\. Now rotfaisfcandall we 
anfwer 3 firft, That the Law of God was b not ori- 
gtn$Sy y x\ot is it intrinfecaUy or in the nature of 
the thing impofsiile , but accidentally and by rea- 
fon of natural! corruption which is enmity a* 
gainft it 5 a burthen may be very portable in it 
felfe which hee who is a creeple is not able to 
beare ; the defeat is not in the Law, but in us, 
Romfi ,3. Secondly 5 that of this c tfrpfubility 
there may be made a moft excellent ufr, that be- 
ing convinced of impotency in our ft Ives , we 
may haverecourle to the perfeft obedience and 
righteoufnefle of Chrift, to pardon aji our vio- 
lations of it, Oat 21,24* Thirdly > being re- 
generated and endued with the fpirit of Chrift, 
the Law becomes d Evangelically pofribh unto 

— Erg* mandando Im^offmtla non prtvmicatwti homlnts fecit fed !mm'tUs A m tmne 01 at 
ftmamrffi fubditus fiat omm mnndm D to, quia ex opetbu* Ugk wnjaUiftcahhttr omnk 
cara coram ill&i Mtipienttwm' ft m&ndaium , & fentientes dtftCltttt, clamthimm in Mum 
& mifirtbitut ntji r i f> t m , B er n a rd . £ C r m. 5 0. in C ant 1 c, d Lit data t ut gratia 
qu*reretur 3 gratia dm ut lex impterew, Aug, de 1]k &lir,c,i9* Omnia punt CbariUii 
fmitk. DettatiSf giaucip«^degrat.Chnft*c^p.f.dcgra£.& ]ib t a:bxap,if. 
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us againe, yea, not onely poflible , but fweet and 
eafie 3 £Qm>y*i2, t 5,1. t>W^.itijo. Though 
imp of si He to the purpofe of 1 unification and legal! 
Covenant , which requireth perfe&ion of obe- 
dience under paine of the Curfe , £?*^3.io* 
in which fenfe it is a yoak which cannot bee 
born, AB m \ 5.10. A Commandement which can- 
not bee endured > Bth 13.20.yet pofli&Ie to the 
purpofe of acceptation of our fervices done in 
the obedience of it, The fpirituall part of them 
being pre tented by the intercej^hn^mdtht eamsS 
defers covered by the righteoufaejJiQf Cbrift, in 
whom the father is al waves well pleafed. Fourth- 
ly, if any wickod man prefume to harden himfelfe 
in the pra&ice of finnes, under this prewenee 
that it is impofsihle for him to avoid them, be- 
caufe Godhardncth whom he mll y Though the 
Apoftolicall ircrepation be Anfwer fumcient, 
W ho art thou that replyejl Againft God I yet he muft 
further know>thathe is not onely kardned judici- 
ally by the fentence of God , but mod e willingly 
alfo by his own ftubbornelove of finne, and gi- 
ving himfelfe over unto greedinefle in finning^nd 
thereby doth a&ively bring upon himfelfe thofe 
indifpofitions unto duty 5 fothat the Law being 
impoffible to be performed by him is indeed no 
other then hee would himfelfe have it to be, as 
bearing an a dive enmity and antipathy unto it* 

Sixthly, The mercy znd Free-Grace of God in 
the promifesjisunto wicked men an occafion of 
ftumblwg while they turn it into lafiivioufmjfe^ and 
continue in finnc tba grtc* my *bomd 7 £om. 

6.1* 
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6.1, /W # ver«4. and venture to make work for the 
blood of Cfariftj not being led by thegoodntjje of 
Cod unto repentance ,but hardning themfelves in 
irapenirency becaufe God is goodjKew.i.^There 
is not any thing at which wicked men doe more 
Ordinarily jiumble then at mercy ^% gluttons furfet 
moft upon the greateft dainties, ventering upon 
this ground to goe on in finne * becaufe they 
cannot out-fin mercy : and to put off repentance 
from day to day, becaufe they are ftill under the 
offers of mercy ; making mercy not a fan&uary 
unto which to fly from finne, but a fanftuary to 
proted and countenance finne; and fc by pro- 
fane and defperare preemption turning the very 
mercy of God into a f judgement l and favour of 
death unto themfelves, Deut.z? • i? 5 ao. Num. 1 5 # 
30. pretending liberty from finne that they may 
continue in it, and abufe God by his owne gifts. 

Laftly^het^AttoiAgfof God fet forth in his 
Word, and executed in his judgements upon 
wicked men, are great occafions of ft umbling unto 
them, when they are not thereby with Manajfes 
humbled under Gods mighty hand , but with Pha- 
raoh h*rdmd the more in their ftubbornnciTe a- 
gainft him* There is fuch defperare wickednefle 
in the hearts of fonae men that they can even 
fit down and reft in the relocations of periftiing, 
tefolviog to enjoy the pleafures of finne while 
they ouy, To morrow we jhall die, therefore in the 
meane tirac let us eat and drink , 1 Car, 5.3 2, This 
tviil is of the Lord y why jhould m watt for the 
1 Lord any longer ? 2 Kings 6*3 3* There are three 
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men in the Scripture that have a fpeciull brand or 
marke of ignominy fct upon them, Cd/*,^^* 
and -rfJtas, 7^ Lord fet a marke upon Cain 9 Gen, 
4.1 5. is Jta* Dathan s and is fta* Abaz y 
JVum<26.9*2. citron. 28,22* and if we examine 
the rcafons,wc fhall finde that the finne of JtuL 
iornnejje had a fpeciall hand in it- Cains Offering 
was not accepted* upon this he grew wroth and 
fallen, indftvitbcfn againft Gods gentle warning, 
and flew his brother. D at ban and his Compani- 
ons lent for by Mofes y xctum a proud and fiultorn 
anfwer, we will not home up^ we will not came up, 
Abaz* greatly diftrefled by the King o£$yria } by 
the Edomitesjby the Phi/ijlims^ by the ^ffyrian^na 
in themidft of all this diftrefle ftubborn ftill and 
trefpaf sing more agai&fi the Lord. It is one of the 
fad deft fymptoraes in the World for a minor a 
Nation not to be humbled under the corre&ing 
hand of God a but like an anvile to grow harder un- 
derblowes 5 and a moft furc argument that God 
will not give over, butgoe on to multiply his 
judgements ftill, for be mil overcome when bee 
jjtdgethflTid therefore will judge till he overcome. 
In Muficall Notes there are but degrees, and 
then the fame returnes againe ; and Philofbphers 
when they diftinguifti degrees in qualities, doe 
ufually make the eight degree to be the higheft : 
but in the wrath of God againft thofe who im- 
penitent ly and ftubbornly ftand out againft his 
judgements , wee fliall finde no fewer then eight 
and twenty degrees threatned by God himfelfe,r 
willpwijh [even times more^ and yet [even timet 

more 
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more^^nd againe 3 /tfw# times merejmd oncernorei 
[even times ware for your finnes , Levtt* 26. 1 8,1 r, 
24528, thus wicked men doe not oncly ftumble 
at the Word by way oifcandall, but alfo — 

2* Byway of Rt*int y becaufe they are lure in 
the conclufion to be deftroyed by it • for the nek 
ftands ftilljthe^/jp only is broken that dafherh 
againft it. Cods Word is and will be too hard 
for the pride of mcn- 5 the more they refill it, the 
mightier will it appear in their condemnation, 
The weak corn which yeelds to the wind is not 
harmed by it 5 but the proud Oikewhich refill* 
it i is many times broken in pieces* The foule 
which fubmits to the Word, is faved by it; the 
foule which rebels againft it, is fure to perifh. 
Therefore fince the Word comes not to any man 
in vaine, but retumes glory to God either in his 
cmverfion or in his hardning ; It greatly concer- 
ned! every man to come uato it, with met k, pe- 
ni tent ^docilejtraftablej be lie v in g, obedient refo- 
lutions 5 and to confider how vaine and defpe- 
ratea thing it is for a pot (herd to ftrive with a 
rod dflron^for the pride & wrath of man to give a 
chalcnge to the ju ft ice and power of God : for bri- 
ars and thorncs to fet themfelvesin battel! againft 
fire. As ourCod is a consuming fire himfeIf,fo bis fa* 
is a fiery Lw^Deut. his m*d in the mouths 

ofhisMinifters^V f/, '5* l 4* 2 3. 2 9. If mbtgold y 
it will purge m y ii thorns will devour & feed upon 
us* This is the condemnation (faith our Saviour, ) 
fhat tight is cmt into the mrldjsnd men loved dark* 
nejj'e rather then light , Ioh.$ 9 1$* There was damna- 
tion 



T«- 

t«v Jrflor - 

pirar*vi t Pl#- 
tarch.3ymp*~ 
\Jfaean, ltb m ^ 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



Tbt ' feventh Semen 



tion in the world before while it lay in darknefle 
and inmifchiefc > and knew not whither it went ; 
bat nor fo heavy damnation as that which grow* 
ethout of light. When Phyfick , which fhould 
remove the difeafe, doth cooperate with it , then 
death comes with the more paine and the more 
fpeed. The ftronger the conviBio* of fin is s the 
deeper will bee the m&th again ft it, if it be not 
by repentance avoyded.Mo furfet more dangerous 
then that of bread, no judgement moic terrible 
then that wh ich growesoot of mercy known and 
defpifed; The word which I havefioken (faith 
Chrift) the f&mefbal judge ft u At the iafi day^ Tob^tz. 
48, Every principle of truth which is by the Word 
begotten in the hearts of difobedient finners,and 
is held down^ and fupprefled by unrighteoufnefle, 
lies there like fire raked up under allies, which at 
that great day will kindle into an unquenchable 
flame. The Word can bring much of Hell upon 
the fpirit of impenitent finners here: It can hew, 
and cut,and pierce,and burn ,and torment, and root 
out, and pull down y and deftroy, and ftrike with 
trembling and amazement the proudeft and fe- 
cureft linncrs, of.fi a&^.$ a _ MeL^z^fay 
4^,2. P/4/.45.5, RtveLti.ftio. Ter^t.jo 2 Car. 
1 o 4. 5 * we need no meflenger from the 
dead to tell us of the torments there 1 All the 
Rhetoriquein Hell cannot fet forth Hell more to 
the life then Mofes and the Prophets have done 
aIready,Ltf£ f i£.3i.But O what a Hell will it be 
at iaftj when the Word which warned us of it J 
fliall throw us into it t when every offer of mercy] 
which 1 
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upon HosEA, Chdjt.iq.yerf*?* 



which wee have refufed^and every thrcatning of 
wrath which wc have defpifed, fhali accompany 
us unto the tribunallof Chrift^to teftifieagainft 
us j and into the fire of Hell to upbraid us with 
our own perdition! O the doleful! condition of 
impenitent finners ! If they have not the Word, 
they perifh for the mm ? and if they have it, they 
perift doubly for the contempt of it* O that men 
would confider the tertor of the Lord, and bee 
perfwaded 1 and that they would learn fo much 
wifdeoiae as not to arm the very mercy of God 
againft thcmfelves, A bridge is made to give us 
a fafe paffage over a dangerous river; but he who 
fturabks on the bridge, is in danger to fall into 
the river.The Word is given as a meanest© carry 
us over Hell unto Heaven ; but he who Hum- 
bles and quarrels at this meanes , fhall 
fall in thither,from whence other- 
wife he had been deli- 
vered by it. 
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